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ON SOZ

Erken tunc dévriinds Simali Qafgazdan Suriya-Falastinadak genis
bir arazids Kiir-Araz madaniyyati yayi1lmisdir. Bu arxeoloji madaniyyatin
ilkin yaranma ocaqlarindan biri Azarbaycan sayilir. Neolit dévriindan
baslayaraq demir dévrinadsak tarixi marhalsalarin xronologiyasinin mi-
ayyeanlagdirilmasinds Nax¢ivan arazisinda O.Hsabibullayev terafindsan
todqiq edilmis I Kiiltepa abidasi etalon rolunu oynamisdir. Mahz bu abi-
danin tedqiqi naticasinda gara cilali keramika il saciyysalonan Kir-Araz
madaniyyatindan avval eneolit dovriiniin mévcudlugu tasdiq edildi.

Naxcivan arazisinda Erkan Tunc dévriine aid I va Il Kiiltapa, Ovcu-
lartopasi, Asagl Dasarx, Xalac, 9rabyengics, | va Il Maxta yasayis yerla-
rinda aparilmis arxeoloji gazintilar dévriin bir sira problemlsrinin halli-
na kémak etmisdir. Bu abidalar sirasinda I Maxta yasayis yeri bir sira xu-
susiyyatlarina géra secilir. ilk dafs 1988-89-cu illards abidads aparilan
qazintilar Erkan Tunc dévriniin marhalslari arasinda salagalari izlomays
imkan verdi.

Mistaqillik illarinda Azarbaycanin gedim madaniyystlarinin tedqi-
qinda yeni marhals basladi, eneolit va erkan tunc dovri arxeoloji mada-
niyyatlarinin xiisusiyyatlorinae yeni yanasma ortaya qoyuldu. Bels bir
zamanda | Maxtada qazintilarin barpa edilmasi ¢ox mihiim hadiss idi.
Qazintilarla abidanin tikinti xtisusiyyatlari, miixtalif senat sahalarinin in-
kisaf dinamikasi, bolgeds maskunlasmis ahalinin dini ideoloji baxislar
va comiyyatin sosial-ictimai qurulusu barads maraqh tapintilar alds edildi.
Ilk dafs olaraq I Maxta yasayis yerindan alds edilmis miixtslif formali gil
asyalar (token) e.a. IV minillikden bdlgadas inzibati idarsetmas mexaniz-
minin moévcudlugunu tasdiq etmis oldu.

[ Maxtada halalik madani tebaga sonadak dyranilmamisdir va abi-
donin taedqiqi davam edir. Abidedan bahs edan ¢oxsayh elmi maqalsalar
nasr olunmus, bir sira Respublika ve Beynalxalq elmi konfranslarda ma-
ruzalar edilmisdir. Lakin arxeoloji materiallarin daha tez bir zamanda el-
mi ictimaiyyata ¢atdirilmasi ti¢lin onlarin toplu halinda, albom-kataloq
soklinds nasr olunmasi zarurati ortaya ¢ixmisdir. Bu ssbabdan 2008-
2012 ciillarda I Maxta qadim yasayis yerinda aparilmis arxeoloji qazin-
tilarin, alds olunmus artefaktarin sarhi, miixtalif arxeoloji tapintilarin fo-
to va grafik tasvirlari kitabda toplanmisdir. Homginin 1988-89-cu illards
aparilmis gazintilar zamani alds edilmis arxeoloji materiallarin bir qismi
kitaba daxil edilmisdir.



I MAXTA TODQIQATLARI

[ Maxta ilk tunc dévri yasayis yeri Naxcivan Muxtar Respublikasi-
nin Sarur rayonunda, eyni adli kendin garb qurtaracaginda, Araz ¢ayinin
2 km-da, 390.35/.23,61//Sm; 449.56/.21,95//Sr koordinatlarinda, daniz
saviyyasindan 803 metr yiiksaklikds yerlasir.Yerli ohali torafindan yasa-
y1s yeri Kiiltapa da adlandirilir.

Yasayis yerinin markaz hissasinds madani tebagalarin yigilmasi
naticasinda yer sathindan 1,5-2 m hiindirliiytinds siini tepa amals gal-
misdir. Yasayis yerinin garb hissasi XX asrin avvallarinds Iravan-Naxci-
van demir yolunun ¢akilisi ile alagadar dagidilmis, canub, sarq vo simal
toraflari ise akin sahalarina ¢evrilmisdir. Hazirda abidenin 50 m diamet-
ro malik marksaz hissasi dairavi gokilds salamat qalmisdir. Son yertsti
axtariglarla yasayis yerinin texminan 6 hektardan artiq sahani shate et-
diyi miiayyan edilmisdir.

[ Maxtada ilk tedgiqatlar 1988-ci ilde Nax¢ivan arxeoloji ekspedisi-
yasl torafinden aparilmisdir (1, s. 76-81). Qazinti l¢iin abidenin simal-
garbinda 10x10 m. dl¢iilii saha gotiiriilmiis va 5x5 m. 6l¢iilil kvadratlara
bélinmiugdr.

Hamin il gazintilar abidanin sathindan, yani «0» ndqtasindan bas-
layaraq 2,30 m-dak davam etdirilmisdir. Yasayis yerinin bu hissasinin
st tobagalari miisalman gabristanligi salinmasi ils slagadar dagidilmis-
dir. Odur ki, miiselman gabirlari 25-30 sm darinlikdan iiza ¢cixarilmisdir.
Misalman adatina gors meyitlarin torpagin nisbaten darin qatlarinda
dafn olundugunu nazars alsaqg, demak olar ki, tepa avvallar daha hiindir
olmusdur.

1989-cu ilda abidads tedqigatlar davam etdirilmis ve 4,60 m darin-
liyadak gazilmisdir. Lakin, grunt sulari qazintilarin davam etdirilmasina
imkan vermamisdir. Maraqhdir ki, 3,20-4,60 m darinlikda bir ne¢a giicli
yangin izleri miisahide olunmaqdadir. Birinci ve an giiclii yangin izlari
3,80-3,90 m doarinlikde musahids olunur. Biitévlikds yasayis sahasini
10 sm galinliginda kiil tebaqasi ortir (2).

2006-a1 ilde Azsrbaycan-Amerika birgs ekspedisiyas1 | Maxtada
2x2 m sahads gazintilar aparmis ve radiokarbon analizlar ti¢lin nlimuna-
lar gétirilmisdiir. Lakin, bu tedgiqatlar: da sularin ize ¢ixmasi sebabin-
don davam etdirmak miimkiin olmamisdir (30, s. 201-204). Qazintilar
zamani dairavi tikililarin qaliglari, bazan isa ki¢ik diiz divarlar temizlan-
misdir. Bazi divarlarin giniimiizadsk qorunan hissasinin hiindirliyt
1 m-dir.



2008-ci ildan [ Maxta abidasinde AMEA Arxeologiya va Etnografiya
Institutunun arxeoloji ekspedisiyasi uzun miiddatli tedqgiqatlara basla-
misdir (4, s. 29-32). ilkin olaraq 5x5 m-lik saha gotiirilmisdiir. 1988-89-cu
illords gazilmis saha ile 2006-c1 ilds gazilmis saha arasinda yeni kvad-
ratlar goyuldu. Homin ilds qazinti 1 m. darinliyadak aparilmisdir. Qazinti
sahasi muxtslif ¢okilintiilardan ibarat oldugundan rahat qazilir vo mada-
ni tebagplari izlomak asandir. Digar terafdan Araz ¢ayina yaxin olduguna
vo abidanin garbindan Arpacgayin qollarindan birinin ke¢diyins gora tor-
paq daim namli olur. Bu iss 6z névbasinda tedqiqatlarin bir gazinti mov-
stimiinds darin tebagalaradak davam etdirilmasina imkan vermir.

Qazint1 sahasinin sarq terafinds miixtslif saxs1 mamulati siniglari-
nin, das alatlarin atildig) ki¢ik bir saha temizlandi. Taqriban 1 metr dia-
metrli bu saha sanki maisat tullantilarindan ibarat olmusdur. Lakin, on-
lar tictin xtisusi ¢ala gazilmamigdir. Arxeoloji materiallar iss geyri-nizami
olaraq tullanilmigdir (Sakil 1).

No6vbati layda dairavi evin qaliglar: temizlandi (Sakil 2). Ev ¢iy kar-
picdan qurulmusdur. Onun daxilinds dairavi manqal yerlasdirilmisdir
(Sakil 3). Manqal xtisusi calada hazirlanmigdir. Manqal saviyyasinda do-
soma barkimis moéhradan ibaratdir. Manqal gotiiriildiikdsn sonra malum
oldu ki, o iri hacmli kiiptin siniqlar tizerinds qurulmusdur. Manqaldan
simal hissada isa bir adad yasti das yerlasdirilmisdir (Sakil 4). Evin bir
torafinds, canub divara paralel olaraq qazinti sahasindan kenara uzanan
diiz divar tomizlandi. Lakin bu divar dairavi evin divarindan farqgli olaraq
ensizdir. Divar galiglarinin yanindan, conuba dogru isa iki adad iri hacmli
obsidian kiitlasi aldas edildi. Bu kiitlalarin tizaerinds islonma izlari bilinmir
(SaKil 5). Buna baxmayaraq onlardan alat hazirlamagq tiglin yasayis yeri-
na gotirildiyi stibha dogurmur. Dairavi evin, hamg¢inin ona bitisik dord-
kiinc tikilinin daxili giiclii yanmisdir. Ancaq bu yanma alamatlari tikili-
lardan keanarlarda ¢ox zaif hiss olunur (Plan 1).

2009-cu ilda bu saha genislandirilarak 100 m2-a ¢atdirilmisdir. Bu
movsiimds gazintilar 1.6 m darinliyadak davam etdirilmisdir. Bir nega
tikinti gahg1 agkar edilmisdir. Tikililorin hamisi méhrs va ¢iy karpic ile
qurulmusdur. Maraqhdir ki, I Maxta abidasinds indiyadak tedqiq olun-
mus hec¢ bir tikinti qaliginda daslardan istifade olunmamisdir. Halbuki
das yataqlar abidedan coxda uzaqda yerlasmir. Fikrimizcs, bu bilavasite
[ Maxta sakinlarinin tesarrifatinin asasini oturaq akinciliyin toskil etma-
siila bagli olmusdur. Yasayis yerinin tist tobagslarinds tam dérdkiinc va
dairavi evlar tomizlonmisdir (S$akil 6). Lakin alt tebagada dairavi tikili-
lar ¢oxluq toskil edir. Bazan dairavi tikililora yardime¢i dérdkiinc tikililar
alave olunmusdur. Arxeoloji materiallarin ¢oxu mahz bu yardimei
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binalarin daxilindan alda edilir. Hom do buradan alds edilon keramika ma-
mulati daha iri hacmli qablarin hissalerindan ibaratdir. Lakin dérdkiinc va
dairavi tikililarin, basqa so6zls asas evlarin daxilindan, adaten, ki¢ik hacmli
saxst mamulat hissalari vo bazan do miniatiir qablar alds edilir.

Dordkiinc evlar adaten bir-birindan ayri inga olunmusdur. Onlarin
aralarinda bazan arakasmalars rast galinmasina baxmayaraq, kanarlari-
na birlasik alava tikililor yoxdur ($akil 7) (Plan 2). Dairavi tikililordas isa
aksinadir. Onlarin daxillarinds arakesmalara rast galinmir. Bu tip evlar-
do daha cox kanarlarinda ona birlasik sakilde qurulmus kicik 6l¢uli
dordkiinc otaqglara rast galinir. Bu yardimgi otaqlarin har birinin 6z funk-
siyasi olmusdur ($akil 8). Bunu onlarin daxilindan alds edilmis arxeoloji
materiallarin muixtsalifliyi da siibut edir.

Yasayis yerinda temizlanmis maraqh tikililardsn biri ibadatgah ol-
dugunu giiman etdiyimiz dairavi evin qahgidir (Sakil 9). Ciy karpicdan
bir coargs eninds tam dairavi formada qurulmus tikilinin markszinds dai-
rovi mangqal yerlagdirilmisdir. Manqal hazirlamaq ti¢tin kicik ¢ala gazil-
mis va o birbasa bu ¢alanin i¢arisinds hazirlanmisdir. Bunu onun xarici
sathinin kobud olmasi tesdiq edir. Manqalin agiz sathi enli kemarsakilli-
dir. Mangahn daxilinds uzun miiddat od yandigindan atrafdaki torpaq
tobagasi gara-qonur rangli kullii torpagla garismisdir. Cox gliman ki,
mangalin daxili daim temizlandiyindan kémiir qaliglarina tesadif edil-
mir. Dairavi tikilinin kenarlarinda ona bitisik dérdkiinc kicik otaglar qu-
rulmusdur. Onlarin divarlar kicik 6l¢tilii karpic ve ya méhradsn qurul-
musdur. Qarb torafdaki yardimei otagin 6zii do méhrs ils iki hissays ay-
rilmigdir (Sakil 10). dlave otaqlarin har biri forqgli funksiya dasimisdir.
Onlardan birinin daxilindsn dan tytitmak tciin istifads olunan alstlar,
basqa birinden metalsritmads istifade olunmus alat vo ¢ixarlar askar
edilmisdir. Birindan isa indiyadak analoqu olmayan nalsakilli ocaq qur-
gusunun hissasi agkar edilmisdir (Sekil 11) (Plan 3). Umumiyystls,
I Maxta gadim yasayis yerinin ocaq qurgulan farqli ¢esidlari ile diggati
calb edir. 9lda olunmus ocaq qurgusu hissasi nalsakilli ocaga maxsusdur.
Insan ayagina banzayen én ¢ixintinin {izerinds basma ve yapma tisulla-
rindan istifads etmaklas insan tasviri verilmisdir. Qurgu qirmizi ronglidir.
Maraqlidir ki, ocaq qurgusunun alda edildiyi otagin daxili gliclii yanmaya
moaruz qalmisdir. Ona bitisik yandaki otaqlarda iss yanma izlari yoxdur.
Cox giiman ki, I Maxta abidasinds temizlanmis bu dairavi tikili ibadatga-
ha maxsusdur. Dairavi markazi tikilinin daxilindsn tapilmis qadin fiquru
va bazak agyalari fikrimizi tesdiq edir. Digar terafdan bu tikilinin daxilin-
dan va onlarla barabar saviyyadan alds edilmis keramika mamulati asa-
son miniatlr gablardan va onlarin hissalarindan ibaratdir. Bu faktlar bir

7



daha dairavi tikilinin dini xarakter dasidigini tasdiq edir.

2010-cu ilda I Maxtada gazintilar genislandirilmis vo har biri 100 m?
olan iki yeni qazinti sahasinin agilmasi ils imumi qazinti sahasinin hacmi
300 m2-p ¢atdirilmisdir (31, s. 21-24). 2010-cu ilds agilmis 5-ci kvadratin
gorb terafinds iki miisalman gabri askar edildi (Sakil 12). Bu gabirlards
madani tebaganin Ust qatlarinda, teqriban 40-60 sm darinlikds askar
edildi. Har iki torpaq gabirda dafn ilizii giblays olmaqgla sag boyru Uste
aparimigdir.

5-ci kvadratda ii¢ dairevi tikili galig1 askar edilmisdir (Sakil 13).
Bu tikililarin har tigi méhradan qurulmusdur. Onlardan ikisi alcaq divar-
I1 olub daxillari suvanmis haldadir. Ugiinci tikili isa ister konstruksiyasi-
na, istersa do miuayyan spesifik slamatlarina gors digarlarindan fargls-
nir vo ocaq oldugu ehtimal edilir. Bu ocagdan garb terafe dogru doérd-
kiinc tikilinin gahglar1 temizlandi (Plan 4).

5-ci gazinti sahasinin yalniz simal-garb kiinciinda bir negas iri das
tomizlandi. Lakin bunlarin he¢ bir tikinti il alagasi yox idi (Sokil 14).

6-c1 kvadratda gazintilar zamani planlar1 tam balli olmayan dérd-
kiinc ve ovalvari divarlarin galiglari temizlandi ($Sakil 15) (Plan 5).

Boahs olunan ilds yeni sahalarls yanasi avvalki ilde agilmis gazinti
sahasinda ds tedgiqatlar davam etdirildi. ibadatgah oldugu ehtimal edi-
lan dairavi tikilinin divarlar1 20-sm hiindurliiytinds temizlandi. Dairavi
evin daxilids glicli yanmigdir. Dairavi evdan conub-sarge dogru agkarla-
nan diiz divarin 4 karpic hiindiirliiytindaki hissasi salamat qalmisdir (So-
Kil 16). Ola bilsinki, asag gatlarda bu divar davam etsin. Divarin arxa
hissasindan bir adad kicik heyvan fiquru va bir adad obsidian ox ucu alda
edildi. Bunlarla yanasi bu ilki gazinti sahalarinin hamisindan siimtk alat-
lor agkar olunmugsdur. Umumiyyatls, yasayis yerinds acilmis kvadratla-
rin hamisindan ¢ox sayh simtk alatlor voe miixtslif heyvan siimtklarinin
qaliglar1 askar edilir. Stimtiklarin az bir hissasinds yanma izlari migahi-
doa olunur.

2010-cuilds qazintilar1 davam etdirilon kvadratlarla yanasi yasayis
yerinin canub-garbinds 2x2 m &l¢iili kasfiyyat surfu qoyuldu. Yasayis
yerinin bu hissasinin tizarinda ki¢ik daslarin bir cargs diizlimiintn izlan-
moasi burada surfun qoyulmasina sabab oldu ($akil 17). Caydaslarindan
qurulmus bu divarin uzunlugu taqriban 1 m-dir. Bu daslar tomizlanarkan
onun asag1 qatda davam etmadiyi malum oldu. Lakin daslar gotiirtldik-
don sonra alt tebagadan bir adad yasti tuf dagi askar edildi. Bu tuf dasinin
yast1 tunc balta ve dairavi uzunsov alatin hazirlanmasi li¢tin istifads edi-
lan galib oldugu aydinlasdi. Qazinti davam etdirilorkan malum oldu ki,



bu sahanin asag1 qatlarina dogru dairavi evin qahqlari yerlasir. Ciy kar-
picdan bir carga eninds qurulmus divarin qévsvari 2 m-lik hissasi tomiz-
loandi. Bu sahadan ds asasen keramika mamulatlar slds edilmisdir
(Sekil 18).

2011-ciilds avvalki illards tedqgiqatlarina baslanilmis kvadratlarda
qazintilar davam etdirilmisdir. 1-4 kvadratlarinda ibadatgah adlandiri-
lan dairavi tikilinin daxili temizlandi. Kiillii torpagdan ibarat olan bu his-
sa asan gazilir. Bu hissadan asasen yanmis heyvan siimtuklari tapilir. Ke-
ramika mamulati azhq teskil edir. Ibadatgahin ortasinda qévsvari diva-
rin oldugu izlenilir ($akil 19). Divarin bir torafi ibadatgahin divarinin al-
tina dogru uzanir. Cox gliman ki, bu divar ibadatgahdan avval mévcud
olmus basqga bir dairavi tikilinin qaligidir. Bu kvadratdaki bir kerpic enin-
da qurulmus diiz divarda davam edir. $arq terafda 5 cargs karpic izlanil-
sa da garbds dagidildigindan onun hara gadar davam etdiyi miiayyan
edilmamisdir. Hazirda divarin miiayyan edilmis uzunlugu 5 m-dir.

5-ci kvadratda qazintilar davam etdirildi. Burada avvslki ilds acil-
mis metalaritma sobasinin kenarlari temizlandi. Sobanin canub-gargs te-
rof uzanan kortik hissasi tam a¢ildi. Kériik hissanin kenarlarinda kigik bir
sahada karpic duzimlari aydin secilir (Sakil 20) (Plan 4).

Sobadan simala dogru olan basqga bir dairavi tikilinin alt gatlarda
davam etmadiyi malum oldu. Bu kvadratda sobadan sarqga teraf olan his-
sada heg bir tikili gahgi izlanilmir. Halbuki, diger kvadratlarda tikililar
¢ox six izlanilir. Sobadan garbds 6ten il acilmis dordkinc tikilinin daxili
tomizlandi. Bu hissada yanmis kiil tebagasi 50 sm-dan ¢ox davam edir.
Divarin garbinda ona paralel digar divar temizlandi. Bu divarin conub te-
rafi nisbaten alt qatlara dogru gedir ve conub terafdaki saki tipli kerpic
qurgunun altina dogru uzanir. Ust gatlarda bu kvadratda bir neca iri
hacmli das horgti izlanss ds,alt gatlara dogru das tikililars rast galinmir.

6-c1 kvadratda qazintilar davam edarksan maraqh tikililar ve arxeo-
loji materiallar agkar edildi (Sakil 21). Tikililor asasan dairavi ve dord-
kiinc formahdir (Plan 6). Tikililorin hamisi ¢iy karpic vo méhrs ils qu-
rulmusdur. Karpiclar asas divarlarda daha iri hacmlidirlar. Arakesmalar-
da va yardimgi tikililards onlar nisbaten kicik 6l¢tilora malikdirlar. Bazan
isa arakesmalar birbasa mohrs ile qurulmusdur. Bir ne¢s yerds kicik va
iri daslara rast galinir. Lakin bunlar tikili galiglar deyil.

Bu kvadratda dairavi tikiliys bitisik ki¢ik dérdkiinc tikili galig te-
mizlanmisdir. Bu tip tikililors [ Maxtada tez-tez rast galinir. Daha marag-
lis1 isa bu tikilinin daxilinds iri hacmli, yasty, iki hissays ayrilmis dasin
tapilmasidir ($akil 22). Dasin bir parcasinin tizarinds ¢apina desik agil-
misdir. Desik dasin har iki terafindan istifads edilmakls acilmisdir. Bu tip
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daslara Sarur rayonundaki digar bir eneolit va ilk tunc dovrii abidasi olan
Ovcgulartepasinda da rast galinir. Ehtimal olunur ki, Ovgular topasinda bu
tip daslara heyvanlar1 baglamiglar. Eyni tip daglara Nax¢ivanin orta asr-
lars aid yasayis maskenlarinds da rast galinir. Dasin atrafi temizlenarksn
gil heyvan fiquru alds olundu.

2012-ciilds arxeoloji qazintilar har ti¢ kvadratda, yoni avvalki illar-
da baglanmis 300 m?2 sahads aparilmisdir (Sakil 23). 1-4-ci kvadratlar-
da avvalki illards temizlanmis ibadatgahin désomasi tam temizlandik-
don sonra malum oldu ki, ibadatgah 6ziindan avvalki dairavi tikilinin
tizorindas tikilmisdir. Homin dairavi tikilininds marksazinda Kiir-Araz ma-
doniyyati abidslari Uglin xarakterik olan dairavi manqgal temizlondi
(Sokil 24). Mangalla eyni saviyyads vo onun yaxinhgindan bir adad gil
samdan, gil heyvan fiquru voe az miqdarda keramika mamulati salds olun-
du. Gil fiqurun tizari iti uclu alatls desiklar vurulmagqla bazadilmisdir. Bu
fakt da fikrimizcs tikilinin ibadatgah oldugunu bir daha tesdiq edir.

Ibadatgahin cenub-garbinds temizlenmis diiz divar asag1 qatlara
dogru yens davam edir (Plan 7). ibadatgaha bitisik dérdkiinc yardimgl
tikililordan birinin daxili temizlanarken forma va rong etibariloe Nax¢iva-
nin son eneolit saxsi gablarina banzar kiip temizlondi. Maraghdir ki,
I Maxtanin asag tikinti gatlarina dogru qazintilar davam etdikca alda
olunmus saxsi mamulati rang oxsarligina gore daha ¢ox eneolit kerami-
kasina banzayir. Formalari iss mahz kecid keramikasini xatirladir. Bu tip
keramikanin banzarlarina Ovc¢ulartepasi abidasinds da rast galinir. Ov-
culartepasi keramikasi radiokarbon analizlarls e.s. V minilliyin sonlarina
aid edilir (72, s.48). Maxtanin bu tip keramikasi e.a. IV minilliyin ikinci
yarisl ila tarixlondirilir. Demsali eneolit dovriiniin keramika istehsal ana-
nasi Nax¢ivan arazisinds uzun miiddst davam etmisdir.

5-ci kvadratda metalin ilkin aridilmasi ti¢lin istifads olunmus ocaq
tam temizlonarak gotiriildiikden sonra agagi layda madani tebaganin da-
vam etdiyi malum oldu. Bu tebagada qazinti sahasinin tam markszinda
dérdkiinc ¢iy karpiclarden qurulmus dairavi ocaq temizlandi (Sakil 25).
Ocagin divarlar bir carge karpicle qurulmusdur. Daxilinds galin kil teba-
gasi vardir. Ocagin markszinds da bir adad karpic olmusdur. Lakin, daim
yanma naticasinda bu karpic do asinmisdir. Ocagin kenarinda ona yaxin
sahada 4 adad dirak yeri temizlandi ve malum oldu ki, ocaq diraklar tiza-
rinds qurulmus ytingiil ¢ardagin altinda olmusdur (SakKil 26). Ocagin da-
xilindan he¢ bir maddi madaniyyst niimunasi tapilmadi. Diger terafdan
ocagin daxilindaki kiiliin xarakteri gostorir ki, burada agac qaliglari deyil,
otva ya qamis yandirilmisdir. Bu isa ocaqda yiiksak temperaturun alinma-
digini géstarir. Ocagin divarlarindaki karpiclarinds ¢ox az yanmaya maruz
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qalmasi fikrimizi tesdiq edir (Plan 8).

Ocaqdan simala dogru sahads iki adad den dasi temizlendi. Iri
hacmli don daslarinin har ikisi biitévdiir ve yasayis yerinin qazintilari
zamani bu tip boyiik ve biitév don daslar indiyadsak alds edilmamisdi
(Sakil 27). Dan daslari alds edilmis sahanin atrafi ¢ox giiman ki, uzun
zaman ayaqlandigindan barkimisdir.

5-ci qazinti sahasinin ortasinda simal-conub istiqgamatinda qurul-
mus enli divar ise davam edir. Lakin ona sarq-garb istigamatinda birlag-
dirilmis divar asagi gatlarda davam etmir. O, bir cargs kerpicdan qurul-
musdur va sanki saki xarakteri dasiyir. Enli divarin iss hansi tikiliys aid
oldugunu hslslik miiayyan etmak miimkiin olmamigdir. Onun simal va
conub tarafloards davami yoxdur. Divarin alt qatlarda davam etdiyini na-
zoars alaraq gliman edirik ki, asagi laylarin qazintisi zamani onun forma-
sin1 muayyan etmak mimkiin olacaqdir. Ola bilsinki, tist hissalards onun
miuayyan hissalori dagilmisdir. Eyni fikri 1-4-cii kvadratlardaki diiz divar
hagqinda da s6yleamak mumkiindiir.

5-ci kvadratin simal-garb terafindaki iist qatlarda iri daslarin qisa
bir diiziimi izlanir. Onun t¢ cargs hiindirliyilinds davam etdiyi malum
oldu. Bu diiztimdan sahanin marksazina dogru iss dairavi bir guxur yerla-
sir. Cuxurun daxili yumsaq torpaqla dolmusdur. Buradan heg bir arxeo-
loji galhiq tapilmadi (Plan 8).

6-c1 kvadratda 6ten il tadqiq edilmis dairavi tikilinin daxilinds tad-
qigatlar davam etdirildi. Bu tikili do 6ziindan avvalki dairavi basqa bir
tikilinin tizerinds qurulmusdur. Onun markazindas bir ne¢a ¢ay dasindan
va sinmig dan dasi hissasindan ibarat kicik saki formali qurgu temizlandi.
Onun simalinda bir adad kig¢ik kasa tipli gab askar olundu. Kasanin ma-
raqh xtisusiyyatlarindan biri onun izarinds son tunc-erkan demir dévri
tctin xarakterik olan va lizerinds saquli desik agilmis qulagcig formali
cixintisinin olmasidir (Sakil 28).

5-ci kvadrata dogru hissads dairavi evs bitisik, dérdkiinc formada
insa edilmis tikilinin daxilinds hals 6ton il agkar edilmis daslar tam ola-
raq temizlondi ve onlarin iki hissays parcalanmis val qaliqlar1 oldugu
miayyan edildi. Onlarin bir teraflerinin ovalvari formada cilalanmasi va
birinin tizarinda ¢apina desik acilmasi fikrimizi tosdiq edir. Desiyin atra-
findaki stirttinms izlarindan gortinir ki, onlardan uzun miuddat istifada
olunmusdur (Sakil 29). Bu valin va 5-ci qazinti sahasinds alda edilmis
dan daslarinin bir kompleksa aid olduglari sibha dogurmur.

6-c1 kvadratin garbina dogru basqa bir ve daha genis diametrli dai-
rovi tikilinin gévsvari bir hissasi temzlandi (Plan 9). Bu tikili diametrinin
Olciistine gora I Maxtada indiyadak dyranilmis an genis tikili gahgidir.
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Dairavi tikiliden conuba dogru ise dérdkiinc tikilinin gahqlar izlanildi.
Maraqhidir ki, [ Maxtada ister dairavi, istarsa da dordkiic tikililorin hami-
s19sasan mohra va qisman ¢iy karpicden horilmiisdir.

Genis diametrli dairavi tikilinin daxilinden divara yaxin hissadan
cox maraql gil agyalar alds olundu. Onlarin bir gismi konusvari, digar bir
qismi isa dairavi sadafebanzar formadadir ($aKil 30). Bu konusvari as-
yalar Simali Qafqazdan Suriya, Falastinadak genis bir arazids yayilmis
Kiir-Araz madaniyyati abidalarindan ilk dafs alds olunur. Dairavi forma-
lllardan vaxtils kasfiyyat tedgigatlart zamani I Maxtadan bir ne¢s adad
alds olunsa da onlarin teyinati malum deyildi.

Qeyd etmak lazimdir ki, diinyanin muxtalif bolgalarinds 12 abids-
don bu va ya bunlara banzar asyalar tapilmisdir. Lakin onlarin tam ban-
zarlari Mesapotamiyadan malumdur. Tedqiqatcilar geyd edirlar ki, On
Asiyada moahz | Maxtadan alds olunmus bels formali asyalardan e.s.
3200-cu iladak istifads olunmusdur. Bu konusvari asyalarin piktoqrafik
va sonra mixi yazilarin kékiinda dayandiqlarini geyd edan tedqiqatgilar
da vardir. Qabilalararasi ve ya tayfalararasi amtes miibadilasinds tetbiq
olunan bu agyalar inzibati idaraciliyin ilk alamatlari hesab olunur ve ar-
tiq e.a. IV minilliyin sonlarindan Azarbaycan arazisinda sinfi tebagalas-
moanin, sosial barabarsizliyin va belalikls, dévlatcilik ananalarinin mov-
cudlugundan xabar verir. Qeyd etmak lazimdir ki, bu asyalarin alds edil-
moasi eyni zamanda Kur-Araz madaniyyati abidalarinin tarixi xronologi-
yasinin muayyan edilmasinds da ¢ox mithiim shamiyyate malikdir.

Tikinti xiisusiyyatlari. | Maxtada muixtalif handasi formal tikili qa-
hglar 6yranilmisdir. Bunlardan an maraqghlar dairavi tikililardir. 2008-ci
ilde taedqiq olunan sahada tam dairavi formal bir tikilinin galiqlar1 temiz-
lonmisdir. Tikilinin daxilinds dairavi manqal qaliqlari var idi. 2009-cu ilda
qazinti sahasinds temizlanmis dairavi tikili daha maraqlidir. Tegriban 20-
sm hiindirliytinds temizlonmis tikilinin ibadat evi oldugu ehtimal olunur.
Dairavi evin daxili gticlii yanmisdir. Dairavi evdan canuba dogru diiz divar
tomizlandi vo malum oldu ki, tikilinin 4 karpic hiindirltytindaki hissasi
salamat qalmigdir. Bu diiz divar sanki ibadat evini Umumi yasayis yerin-
dan ayirir. Dairavi tikilinin atrafina kigik dérdkiinc tikililar bitisik olaraq
inga edilmisdir (Sakil 31). Maraqhdir ki, bu tikililarin har birindan farqli
arxeoloji materiallar agkar edilmisdir. Onlardan birindan yalniz den dasi
va siirtgac, basqa birisindon heyvan galiglari, digarindan ise antropomorf
bashqli nalsakilli ocaq qurgusu agkar edilmisdir (5, s. 68).

5-ci kvadratda tomizlonmis ii¢ dairavi tikilinin har licii méhradan
qurulmusdur. Bu tikililarin is yerlari oldugu ehtimal olunur. Tikililarin
daxilindan bazi ¢ixarlar tapilir ki, bu da bizim fikrimizi tesdiq edir.
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5-ci kvadratdaki tikililorden ikisi alcaq divarh olub daxillari suvan-
mis haldadir, tiglinct tikili iss ister konstruksiyasina, isterse de miiayysan
spesifik alamatlarina gora digarlarindan farqglidir ($akil 32). Bu qurgunun
tizari galin kil tebagasi ile drtiilmusdiir va giiclii yangin slamatlari hiss
olunur. Kiil ve kémiir galiginin terkibi burada giiclu istilik vers bilacok
odunun yandirildigini ehtimal etmays imkan verir. Qurgunun conuba dog-
ru hissasinin méhradan qurulmus kortiys banzar ¢ixintisi vardir. Silindrik
formali bu hissanin iimumi qurguya birlasan hissasi azca darindir va bu-
rada daha ¢ox yanma izlari bilinir. Maraghdir ki, ister qurgunun daxilinds,
istarsa do onun kenarlarinda ¢ox kicik parcalardan ibarat olan mis oksidi
izlari va forma vermayan tunc asya askar edilmisdir. Bu qurgunun metalin
ilkin emal ti¢lin istifads olunmus ocaq oldugu ehtimal olunur.

Bu ocaqdan garb terafs dogru divarlarinin galinhg 1 m-s ¢atan
dordkiinc tikilinin gahglar temizlonmisdir. Bu xtisusiyyatina gors tikili
indiyadak erkan tunc dévri abidslarinda askar edilmis tikililardan farg-
lanir. Tikilinin yalniz sarq ve canub divarlarinin bir hissasi gqazinti saha-
sina duigiir. Divar ¢iy karpicdan insa olunmusdur ($akil 33). Tikilinin di-
varlari daxildan va xaricdan taqriban 5 sm qalinliginda pal¢igla suvan-
misdir. Suvagin tarkibinda pargalanmisg bitki ve saman qatigigi vardir. Di-
var madani tebaganin alt qatlarina dogru davam etdiyinden onun hiin-
dirltyunt halalik tam miisayyan etmak miimkiin olmadi. 2010-cu il qa-
zintilarl zamani divarlarin yalniz 40-50 sm olan Ust hissalari tomizlon-
misdir. Bu tikilinin da daxili giiclii yanmisdir. Kiil galiglarinin i¢arisinda
yanmis odun par¢alarina rast galinmamasi tikilinin tavanini érten yun-
gll konstruksiyanin yandigini ehtimal etmays imkan verir. Tikilinin han-
s1 magsad dasidigint miiayysan etmak miimkin deyildir. Tikilinin daxilin-
don miuixtalif keramika mamulatlari, asasan, ki¢cik hacmli qablara maxsus
parcalar ve miniatiir gablar agkar edildi. Onun cenub divarinin arxasin-
dan isa bir adad gil antropomorf fiqur alda edilmisdir. Tikilinin daxilinds
onun garq divarina paralel bisqga bir divar qahigi izlanilir. Bu divar sanki
conub divarinin altina dogru uzanir. Lakin ilin tedqgigatlar1 sona catdigi
tclin onun xarakterini tam miiayyanlasdirmak va st tikili ilo alagasini
izlomak miimkiin olmadi (Plan 8).

6-c1 kvadratda divarlari adaten bir karpic eninds hortilmiis planlar
tam balli olmayan dérdkiinc ve ovalvari tikililarin galiglar1 tomizlanmis-
dir. Bu tikililar ¢ox da hiindiir deyillar. Qazint1 sahasinin garb terafi cox
¢atin qazilir. Bu hissa sanki bark ayaglanmis méhradan ibaratdir. dksina
olaraq sarq teraf asan qazilmagla yanasi, ham ds yanmisdir. Bu gazinti sa-
hasindan iri hacmli kiiplarin siniglari, heyvan stimiiklari vo iki adad kigik
miniatiir nalsakilli ocag qurgusunun hissalari askar edilmisdir. Bu ocaq

13



qurgulari forma ve 6lciilarine géra Nax¢ivanin digar erkan tunc dévri abi-
dalarindan askar edilmis dasinar ocaq qurgularindan farglanirlar.

Qazinti sahasinds dairavi va diizbucaqh tikililarin qahglarinin bir-
likda askar edilmasi maraqh faktdir. Ciinki, son zamanlaradak bels bir
fikir mévcud olmusdur ki, diizbucaqh tikililar eneolit, dairavi tikililar isa
ilk tunc dévriine aiddirlar ve diizbucaqh tikililarin izlsri yenidan Kiir-
Araz madaniyyatinin son marhalslarinds rastlanir. Lakin | Maxta abida-
sinda aparilan tedqiqgatlar tesdiq edir ki, ilk tunc dévrintin butin mar-
halalarinda va xiisusan baslangic marhalasinda dairavi tikililarls yanasi
diizbucaqh tikililardsan ds istifade olunmusdur. Ham da duzbucaqh tiki-
lilorin divarlar1 daha enli olur. Cox giiman ki, [ Maxtanin dairavi vo diiz-
bucaqh tikililori yalmiz funksional xlsusiyystlarine goérs bir-birindan
secilmislar.

Saxs1 mamulati: | Maxtadan Kiir-Araz madaniyyatinin saciyyavi
xlisusiyyatlarindan sayilan klassik qara cilali saxs1 mamulati ilo yanasi
qonur, boz, girmizimtil ve onlarin muxtslif calarlarinin qarisigindan iba-
rat cilali gablarin hissalari da alds edilir. Qablarin aksariyystinin gilinin
torkibina narin qum gatilmisdir. Az bir gism saxsit memulatinin hazirlan-
masi zamani gilin terkibina pargalanmis das qaliglar1 qatilmisdir. Bu tor-
kibli keramika mamulatina Nax¢ivanin son eneolitdan ilk tunc dévriina
kecid marhalasinda rast galinir.

Saxs1 gablarin aksariyyati U¢lin onlarin bogazlarinin daxilden mi-
ayyean hissayadak miixtslif ranglarlo boyanmasi xarakterikdir. Adaten
kiiplar va kiipalarda bu hal daha ¢ox izlanilir. Kasa tipli qablarin iss daxi-
linds daha ¢ox boya va cila hiss olunur.

Saxs1 gablarin tizarinds Kiir-Araz madaniyyati U¢ln xarakterik
olan ananavi yarimsar formali qulplara tez-tez rast galinir. Homg¢inin ya-
rimsar formali qulplarin miixtslif ¢cesidlarina ve hatta rudimentar qulp-
lara malik saxs1 qab niimunalari da alda olunmusdur.

[ Maxta ilk tunc dévri abidasindan alds edilmis ¢oxsayli saxs1 ma-
mulatini forma va teyinatina gora 3 bdylikqrupa ayirmagq olar:

1. Maigat vo tasarrifat keramikasi.

2. Gil zoomorfva antropomorf fiqurlar.

3. Ocaq qurgulari.

[ Maxtanin keramika mamulati icarisinda iri hacmli tesarriifat kiip-
larina tez-tez rast galmak mimkiindiir. Onlarin hamisinin gilinin terki-
binds qum va pargalanmis das qatisiqlari vardir. 9ksariyyati galin divarh
olduglarindan zaif bisirilmisdir ve buna géra ds en kasiklarinda qara
zolaq aydin hiss olunur. Gillarinin rangi boz ve qirmizimtildir. Bazilarinin
xarici sathi qara boyanib va yaxsi cilalanib, daxillari isa sigallanmisdir.
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Bu tip boytik kiiplarin hamisi sada bad tisulu ile hazirlanmisdir. Onlarin
bogazlarn daxilden tifliqi baxisda gortinacak hissayadak miuxtalif rongli
boyalarla ronglonmisdir.

Dar bogazh kuplarin bogazlar1 hiindiir ve silindrikdir. Nisbaton
genis bogazh kiiplars da rast galinir. Bazan bogazla gévdanin birlasdiyi
hissani nazik cizma va ya basma xatt hasiyalayir.

[ Maxtadan malum olan kliplardan birinin oturacaginda qab bisiril-
moazdan avval desik acilmigdir. Bu adat orta ve son tunc dévrlarina aid
saxsi mamulatinda daha ¢ox musahids olunmaqdadir. Qarabulag nekro-
polunda ag¢ilmis gabirlardan birinin daxilindan slds olunmus iri hacmli
kiipiin oturacaginda eyni ilo bu formada desik a¢ilmisdir. Cox giiman ki,
bu tip iri hacmli kiiplards danli bitkilar saxlanilmisdir ve oturacaqlarda
acilmis desiklar ¢liriimanin garsisini almaq Ugtin diizaldilmisdir.

I Maxtadan alds olunmus va Kiir-Araz madsniyyatinin son marha-
lalarina aid edilan bir negs tosarriifat kiipti diqqgati calb edir. Onlardan
biri hiindir silindrik bogaza malikdir. Lakin onun bogazi olduqca dardir
va bu xlisusiyyatina gors orta tunc dévrii kiiplarini xatirladir.

Ikincisinin silindrik bogaz hissesini gabariq kemar shatslayir. Onun
¢iyin hissasi kaskin sokilde gabarir ve bir név sar formasini xatirladir. Bu
tip, yoni sar govdali kiiplar ds orta tunc dévrii Ug¢iin xarakterikdir.

Basqa bir tesarriifat kiipliniin xarici sathina va bogazina daxilden
qara boya ¢akilmis va cilalanmisdir. Bogazi hiindiir, silindrik, agiz kenari
xarica kobalidir. Bogazla gévdanin birlagdiyi hissani 4 basma xatt hasi-
yalayir. Govdas hissasi da bu lisulla naxislanmisdir.

1988-89 - cu illarin gazintilar1 zamani alds edilmis iri hacmli tosar-
rufat kiipti 6z formasina gors digarlarindan farqglanir. O, galin divarh olsa
da, yaxsi hamarlanmis va xarici sathi cilalanmisdir. Gévdanin gabarmasi
hiss olunmur. Bogaz hissa yuxariya dogru daralir. Ag1z kanari azca geriya
dayirmilenir. Bogaz hissa daxilden qirmizi-qara rongs boyanib. Ag1z ka-
narinda bir-birinin aks terafinds iki ticbucaq formali ¢ixintisi1 vardir. Xa-
rici sathi bir tizdan ince basma naxislarla oértiiliib. Bogazin asagisina iki
paralel xatt ¢akilib. Bogaz hissaya ¢akilmis handasi naxislarin sonu spi-
rallarla qurtarir. G6vdanin 6n terafinin har iki qurtaracagina 3 saquli xatt
¢okilib. Onlarin arasi eyni ilo bogazda oldugu formada naxislanib. Bu kii-
puin bogazinin hiindiirliiyi 12 sm, agiz kenarinin diametri 37 sm-dir. Ba-
zan agiz kenarinin diametri 50 sm-dan artiq olan kiiplara da rast goalinir.
Fikrimizcs, bu fakt bir daha I Maxta sakinlarinin oturaq hayat terzi kegir-
diyini stibut edir.

I Maxtadan sayca daha ¢ox alds edilon saxs1i mamulati kiipalardir.
Onlarin hamisinin gillarinin terkiblarinds muxtslif gatisiglar-qum ve das
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parcalart vardir. Bu tip gablarin da hazirlanmasinda eyni texnikadan -
sada bad tlisulundan istifads edilmisdir. Hamisi yaxs1 sigallanmigdir. Bir
qisminin lizarina gara, qonur, boz rangli anqob ¢akilarak cilalanmigdir.
Bazan oturacaqlari dabanh va ya daxils batiq kiipalaras rast galinir. Onla-
rin hamisinin yarimsar formah qulplar vardir.

Kiipalarin bazilarinin gévds va bogaz hissalarini bir-birindan bas-
ma xatt ayirir. Basqa bir qrupunun iss agiz sathi ve bogaz daxildan da-
raqvari alatls isloanmisdir. | Maxta qazintilar1 zamani alds edilmis orta
hacmli kiipalardsn bazilarinin qulplar: dirsakvaridir. Bir ne¢a qulpun yu-
xart hissasindas t¢gbucaq formali desik acilmisdir. Bu, ¢ox gliman ki, insan-
larin diinyagoérist ile slagadar olmusgdur.

Bir qisim kiipalarin oturacaginin i¢ari terafinds va daxilinda dulus-
¢unun barmagqlarinin dairavi izlari qalmisdir. Cox gtiman ki, bu kiipalar
sada dulus ¢arxindan istifads olunmagla hazirlanmisdir. Bu tip kiipalar I
Maxta gadim yasayis yerinin arxeoloji materiallar igarsinds tstinliik
toskil edir.

Yasayis yerinin an genis istifade olunan saxs1 mamulati igarisinda
¢olmaklar xtisusi yer tutur. Yemak hazirlamaq ti¢iin istifads olunan ¢6l-
moaklarin govdasinin agagi hissasi ¢ox zaman alave suvanmigdir. Gévda-
lari gabariq, bogazlar qisadir. Célmaklarin hamisinin oturacagi yasti va
hamardir. Onlarin agiz kenarlar ilo bogazin asagisin1 yarimsar formali
qulplar birlasdirir. Tak-tok ¢6lmaklarin tizerinde muxtalif formali, sads
naxiglara rast galinir. C6lmaklarin tizarinds rast galinan his qati onlarin
mahz matbax gablari oldugunu tasdiq edir.

[ Maxtanin matbax gablarinin basga bir qrupu gazanlardan ibarat-
dir. Onlar sayca azhq teskil edirlor. Uzun miiddat ocagin tizarinda qaldig-
larina géra garalmislar. Qazanlarin oturacaqlari yasti ve genis, govdslari
azca gqabariq, bogazlari nisbaton dardir. Ag1z kenarlari diiz olan qazanla-
rin adaten bir-birinin aksinda olan iki adad qulpu vardir. Miiayyan qrup
qazanlarin Uzarinin qara rangli tebaqasi ¢ox asanligla ayrilir. Cox gliman
ki, odun tizarina qoyularkan giiclii hislenmanin qarsisini almagq t¢lin on-
larin tizerina alava suvaq ¢cakilmisdir.

I Maxtanin keramika mamulati sirasinda kasalar da ¢oxluq teskil
edir. Kasalar formalarina gors iki qrupa bolmak olar. Birinci qrup kasa-
larin oturacaqlar yasti ve genis olub yanlar1 yuxariya dogru genislanir.
Iksariyyati kicik dlciilidiir. Nisbaten bdytik 6lciilii kasalara da rast gali-
nir. Onlarin bazilarinin agiz kenarlarinda ticbucaq formal ¢ixintilari var-
dir. Bu ¢ixintilarin Gzerinda saquli desiklar agilmisdir ki, bu adat orta ve
son tunc dovri dulusguluq senatinds do davam edir. Maxta yasayis yeri-
nin bu tip kasalari ronglerine gors farqlanirlor. Onlarin sksariyyati
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gahvayi va qirmizi cilalidir.

Ikinci qrupa daxil edilan kasalar birincilardsn yalniz gévdslarinin qu-
rulusuna gors secilir. Onlarin gévdalari asasan sarsakillidir. Bu tip kasalarin
hamisinin agiz kanar xarice dogru gatlanir. Bogaz hissalari daxilden mux-
talif ranglarls boyanib. Sarsakilli kasalarin tizarinds kigik qulplara va ya on-
larin imitasiyasina rast galinir. | Maxta yasayis yerinin kasalarinda bazan bu
qulplan yalangi qulplar va ya tU¢bucaq formal ¢ixintilar avez edir. Bazi lig-
bucaq formali ¢ixintilarin Gizarinds saquli desik acilmisdir.

Maraqghidir ki, gévdasi sarsakilli kasalarin miisyysn qrupu muxtalif
tsullarla naxislanmigdir. Naxislar kasalarin butiin atrafina ¢gokilmisdir.
Onlar tgbucaq, romb, spiral, néqts, kasik xatlor va s. ibaratdir.

Naxcivanin ilk tunc dovri abidslarinin hamisinda oldugu kimi I
Maxtada da saxs1t mamulati icarisinds miixtslif forma va dlciili gapaglar
bdytlk aksariyyat toskil edir. Onlarin hamisinin gilinin terkibinds bu dév-
rin gablarinda oldugu kimi qum qatisigl vardir. Yaxsi ve zaif bisirilmis
qapagqlar sari, boz, gonur, gara, qirmizi rangli olub, bazilarinin sathi pa-
rildayanadak cilalanmisdir.

Kiir-Araz madaniyyatinin ilkin marhalalarinin gapagqlar disksakilli
olub har iki tizii yasti vo hamardir. Bazan onlarin bir izli nisbaten gaba-
riq olur. Sonraki inkisaf marhalasinds daha miirekkab formal qapaqlara
rast galinir. Onlarin aksariyyati disksakilli olub asagi hissalori hamardir.
Ust hissasi markaza dogru pillali konsentrik dairslardsn ibaratdir. 9ksar
qapagqlarin tizarindas bir konsentrik dairavi batiq vardir. Onlarin aksariy-
yatinin Ust toraflorinds, dairavi ¢okak hissads yarimsar formal qulplar
vardir. Bazan gapaqlarin qulplarinin yaninda hazirlanma prosesi zamani
saquli desik acilmisdir. [ Maxtadan 2011-ci il qazintilar1 zamani bels bir
qapaq alda edilmisdir. Fikrimizcs, lizarinds desik acilmis gapaqlardan
yemak hazirlamaq ti¢lin istifada olunan gablarin agizlarin1 6rtmak ti¢tin
istifada etmislar. Bu desiklar isa ¢ox giiman ki, buxarin ¢ixmasini temin
etmak ticiin acilmigdir.

I Maxtadan malum olan ki¢ik 6l¢iilii bir gapagin qabariq Ust ters-
finda Ufiigi ve saquli carpaz kasison desiklari olan borusakilli cixint1 var-
dir. Qapagin tizerinds isa saquli desik acilmisdir. Markazinda borusakilli
cixintisi olan qapaga iranin Yaniq Topas abidssinds tesadiif olunmusdur
(52, 5. 94, sak. 39, 16).

| Maxta yasayis yerindan alds olunmus bir adad disksakilli gapagin
tizari cizma bucaqlarla bazadilmisdir. Bu xtisusiyyatlarina goéra Nax¢ivan
qapagqlari Sarqgi Anadolu arazisinds yerlagon Karaz abidasinin cizma tisu-
lu ila bazadilmis qapaqlar ile tam eyniyyat togkil edir (71, s. 399, a. 87).

[ Maxta gadim yasayis yerindan alda olunmus bir adad gapagin
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oldugca maraqh qulpu vardir. Qulp ticdayaqh - ayaqhdir. Dayaqglarin
birlasdiyi yuxar hissa dairavi formada olub markazi azca ¢okakdir. Bu
qulp 6z formasina gora Sengavitdean malum olan gapagin tzsrindaki
qulpu tokrar edir (51, s. 119, sak. 73).

Basqa bir yarimsar formali qulpun digar qulplar kimi iki yox, dérd
tutacagl vardir. Bu tip qulp ilk tunc dévri abidslarinden bu giinadak
malum deyildir.

[k tunc dévriinds meydana ¢ixmis gablarin bir gisminin sonraki
tarixi marhalalorde maisatdan ¢ixmasina baxmayaraq, qapaqlardan
Azarbaycan srazisinds muasir dovradak istifads edilmakdadir.

Yasayis yerindan alda edilon matbax keramikasi sirasinda tavalari
da geyd etmak mumkiindiir. I Maxtanin tava tipli saxs1 memulatinin
bazilarinin gili zaif yogrulsada, asasan yaxsi bisirilmis, boz, qonur, gara,
sarimtil rangdadirlar. Bazilarinin daxilins qara boya ¢akilib va cilalanib.
Oturacaqlari genis vo hamar, kenarlar algaqdir.

I Maxta godim yasayls yerindan aldo edilmis tavalardan bir
qisminin yanlari cizma tisulu ils naxislanmisdir.

Tava tipli saxs1 memulatlarinin analoqglari Amiranis-qora (52, s. 63,
sok. 21, 9), Senqavit (54, XVIII tab., 4, 5), Yuxar1 Qunib (46, s. 184, sak.
63), Lugovoye (28, s. 98) va s. abidalardan alds edilmisdir.

R.M.Mungayevin fikrinca, tavalardan denli bitkilarin qovrulmasi
moagqgsadils istifads etmislar (54, s. 121).

O0.H.Habibullayevin fikrinca isa onlar ¢érak bisirilmasi magsadils
istifada olunmusdur (23, s. 132). Bu fikirls razilasaraq geyd etmak lazim-
dir ki, ¢ox giiman ki, onlar1 dairavi manqallarin tizarina qoyaragq istifads
etmislar.

Maraghdir ki, tavalar ilk tunc dévriinden sonra maisatden ¢ixma-
mis vo onlardan uzun muddat istifads etmislar. Azorbaycanin antik dovr
abidalarindon miixtslif formal tavalarin tapilmasi fikrimizi tasdiq edir
(18, tab. XX, 6-10).

Yasayis yerindan bazan ¢ox kicik, alda hazirlanmis, geyri-simmet-
rik miniatiir gablar alds olunur ki, bunlar da sanki usaq oyuncaqlarini
xatirladir. Bels kicik miniatiir gablardan biri qirmizi-qonur rangdadir.
Ag1z kanarina yaxin hissada kicik dairavi ¢ixinti vardir. Cixintinin tizerin-
da saquli istiqgamatda desik acilmisdir. Zaif cilalanmisdir. iri qum qatisig-
I gildan kobud hazirlanmigdir. Sathi kala-kétiirdiir. Agiz kanar azca xa-
rice meyillidir.

Bir adad boz rangli kicik miniatiir gab diggati calb edir. Oz forma-
sina gora eneolit dovriinln saxsi qablarini xatirladir. Ag1z kanar azca xa-
rice meyilli, gbvdasi azca qabariqdir. Bogazla govdani zaif basma xatt
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ayirir. Oturacagl ¢cox giman ki, eneolit gablarinda oldugu kimi ovalvari
vo ya ¢ox dar olmusdur.

Ag1z konari xarica meyilli basqa bir kicik minatiir gabin agzinin dia-
metri 8 sm-dir. Onun gévdasinda saquli istiqamatds sis yapmasi vardir.

[ Maxta yasayis yerinin naxish keramika mamulati diqqgati calb edir
vo Umumiyyatls Nax¢ivanin hamdovr abidalari sirasinda bu xtisusiyyati-
na gorsa forqlonir. Naxiglar daraglama, cizma, basma va konnelyur tisul-
larla islonilmis ve mazmunca miixtslif handssi fiqurlardan ibaratdir.

[ Maxtanin saxsi gablarinin agiz sathinin ve bogazlarinin daraglama
tsulu ila islonmasi ¢ox giiman ki, bazak xarakteri dasiyir. Bu tisulla gqab-
larin sathinin islonmasina Azarbaycan arazisinds hals eneolit dévriin-
dan rast galinir. I Kiiltepa (23), Ovgular tepasi (72, p. 31-87), Sadarak
(27), Xalac (26) eneolit dovru keramikasi i¢arisinds bu ciir qab hissals-
rina tez-tez rast galinir. | Maxtada madani tebagenin st gatlarinda da-
raqvari alatin izlerina gablarin yalniz miiayysan hissalarinds (ag1z sathin-
da, bogazinin daxilinda) rast goalinir ve nisbaton saligali ¢akilmalari ils
avvalki dovr keramikasindan farglanir.

Yasayis yerinin miiayyan hissalarindan, xtisusan 1988-89-cu illarin
qazinti sahasindan alds olunan saxsi mamulatinin 80 %-nin sathi naxis-
lidir. Son marhalada gablarin sathi mixtslif tisul ve formada naxislan-
misdir (17, p. 93, fig. 6). Qablarin bazilarinin bogaz hissasi cizma, goévdasi
isa basma tisulu ils naxiglanmisdir. Bu marhalada konnelyur tisulundan
daha ¢ox istifade olunmusdur. Artiq naxislar qablarin yalniz gériinan 6n
toraflorina deyil, biitiin atraflarina ¢akilmisdir. Qablarin biitiin atraflari-
nin naxislanmasi isa sonraki orta ve son tunc dévrlari liglin daha ¢ox xa-
rakterikdir. Bazi gablarin bogaz hissasi cizma, govdasi ise basma tisulu
ilo naxislanmigdir.

[ Maxtada an ¢ox rast galinan naxig motivi spirallardir. Bu tip naxislar
Baba-Darvis (41, tab. XXV, 1-8), Ozni (64, tab. XVII, 1), Amiranis-qora (64,
Tab. XIX, 2), Karaz (71, s. 403), Géytapa (67, RLIII, 45) va s. abidalordan da
malumdur. Bir sira alamatlarls yanas spiralvari naxislar da ilk tunc dévri-
nilin xarakterik xtisusiyyatlarindan biri hesab edilir (34, s. 12; 39, s. 57).

Spiralvari naxislarin hansi mena dasimasi haqqinda miixtalif
fikirlor vo mulahizalar vardir. Bazi tedqiqatcilar spiral ilanin simvolik
isarasi hesab edir (60, s. 169). Basga bir qrup tedqiqat¢ilarin fikrince
spiralvari naxiglar giinas inami ilo baghdir (42, s. 15; 37, s. 18).

K.X.Kusnareva va T.N.Cubinigvilinin fikrincs, «... mahsuldarliq
inamu ile bagh olan spiral abadi harakat simvolu olan glinasi aks etdirir.
Mixtalif formada bir-birina birlasdirilmis qosa spirallar isa hayat
agacinin simvoludur» (52, s. 166). Onlarin bagqa bir fikrina géra ise bir-
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birina saquli yapma xatls birlagdirilmis qosa spirallar buynuzlu heyvanin
basinin yuxari hissasini xatirladir (52, s. 166).

Spiralin hansi mana dasidigini vo hansi inamla bagh oldugunu séy-
lomak tli¢lin onlarin inkisaf dinamikasini izlomak magsadauygundur.
Naxcivanin arxeoloji abidslarinds spirallarin an arxaik formasina eneo-
litden ilk tunc doévriina kecid marhalasinda rast galinir. Ov¢ulartepasin-
don malum olan boz rangli saxsi qab hissasinin tizerinds bu naxisin ilkin
formalarindan birins rast gsalinir. Bir asasdan baslanan iki yapma zolaq
yuxari qalxir ve yanlara qatlanir. Bu forma qog¢ basini xatirladir (2, X tab.,,
[). I Kiiltepadan malum olan bir ne¢a qab parcasi tizerinds buna banzar
forma tekrar olunur (2, IX tab., 3; X tab,, 3, 6, 7). Il Kiltepadan malum
olan basqa bir fragmentda ise hamin forma tekrar olunmagqla yanasi,
burada artiq qo¢ buynuzunda oldugu kimi konsentrik yivlar oyulmusdur
(2, X tab., 4, 7). Bu fakt bir daha onu stibut edir ki, spiralvari naxislar buy-
nuzlu heyvanin - qogun simvolik isarasidir.

Maraghdir ki, ilk tunc dévriinda qog¢ simvoluna tekca naxislarda de-
yil, eyni zamanda gil ve das zoomorf fiqurlarda, ocaq qurgularinda va s.
maddi madaniyyat nimunalarinds rast gilinir. | Maxtadan tuf dasindan
yonulmus va gildon hazirlanmis kicik él¢iilti qog fiqurlart tapilmisdir.
Dasdan yonulmus qoc¢ fiquru Azarbaycanda orta asrlards genis yayilmis
qog¢daslardan yalmz 6l¢iilarinin kigikliyina gora forglanir. Bu faktlar bir
daha stbut edir ki, ilk tunc dévriinds qo¢ inami insanlarin ideoloji diin-
yagorusiinda xUsusi yer tutmusdur. Heg da tesadiifi deyildir ki, ilk tunc
dovriinds Azarbaycan arazisinds ev heyvanlarinin qurban verilmasi fak-
t1 da malumdur (14, s. 34).

Tadgiqatgilarin bir qrupu haqh olaraq qeyd edirlar ki, 6kiz, qog¢ Kiir-
Araz madaniyyati tayfalarinin asas inam totemlari olmusdur (52, s. 111).

[k tunc dévriiniin son marhalssinds isa spiralvari naxislar yeni
handasi alavalar gabul etmis ve 6zlarinin ilkin mahiyyatini gisman itir-
mislar. | Maxta yasayis yerinin saxs1 mamulati tizerinds bu tip naxislar
Ustiinliik tagkil edir. Onlarin daha yaxin analoglari iss Senqavit (51, tab.
XXIX, 4; XXX, 2, 3) vo Sorqi Anadolunun Karaz (71, s. 403) abidasindan
malumdur.

Bir sira tedqgiqatcilar haql olaraq spiralvari naxiglarin yerli zomin
tzarinds tosakkiil tapdigini qeyd edirlar. Kiir-Araz madaniyyati tayfala-
rinin simal qonsulart Maykop madaniyyati tayfalarinin maddi-madaniy-
yat abidalari ii¢iin spiralvari naxiglar yaddir (54, s. 80).

E.L.Krupnov ve R.M.Muncayev geyd edirlar ki, spiralvari naxis Iran
vo Mesopotamiya incesenati liglin xarakterik deyil (49, s. 39; 53, s. 11).
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T.N.Cubinisvili Kiir-Araz madaniyyati abidalarinda rast gelinan rel-
yef formal durna va spiralvari naxislarla III Sialkin arxeoloji materialla-
rinda rast galinan «ucan quslar» ve «hayat agaci» tasviri arasinda miiay-
yon oxsar cizgilarin oldugunu qeyd etss ds, «Klr-Araz madaniyyatinin
ilkin marhalasinda rast galinan relyef formali ornamentlarin 6z asasini
avvalki marhalanin yapma bazaklarindan aldigini ve gadim akingi tayfa-
larin mahsuldarhq inami il bagh oldugunu geyd edirlar» (63, s. 11).

Son arxeoloji gazintilar tesdiq edir ki, spiralvari naxislar Nax¢ivanin
ilk tunc dévri abidslari tiglin xarakterik olub, yerli eneolit madaniyyati za-
mininda tesakkul tapmis ve maragh inkisaf yolu kegmisdir. Nax¢ivan arazi-
sindaki Gemiqaya petrogliflorinds da spiral motivina rast gslinir.

I Maxtada genis yayilmis naxis névlarindan biri de cizma tisulu ils
¢okilmis handasi naxislardir. Bu naxislar gablar bisirilmazdan avval yas
gil tizarinds nazik va itiuclu alstle ¢akilmisdir. Lakin buna baxmayaraq
bazan bisirilmis gablarin tizarinda da bu tip naxislar ¢akilmisdir. Cizma
naxiglar adaten kicik hacmli qablarin - kiipa, ¢6lmak, kasa vs s. tipli gab-
larin bogaz hissalarina ¢akilmisdir. Duz xatlarls yanasi ticbucaq, diizbu-
caq va romblara rast galinir. Bazan isa handasi formada ¢akilmis spiral-
lara tosadf edilir.

[Ik tunc dévriiniin son marhalssinds gil memulatinin naxiglanmasin-
da tetbiq olunan bir sira tisullar (c1zma, yapma, ¢artms va s.) orta tunc dév-
riinds tekmillasarak yeni texnoloji tisul vo motivler gazanmigdir. (8, s. 14).

Ilk tunc dévriinds od va ocaqla bagh genis istifads edilmis asyalar
sirasina gildon hazirlanmis yagdanlar da daxildir. | Maxta yasayis yerin-
dan alds olunmus yagdanlar boz-qonur rengli olub, tizarlari zaif sigalla-
nib. Ayaq hissasi silindrik ve yasti oturacaqli, yagdan hissasi isa piyala
formalidir. Piyals formali yagdan hissanin markszinds ki¢ik batiq vardir.
Cox gliman ki, bu batiga pilte qoyulurmus, Hiindtrliiklari 5,5-8 sm-dir.
Diametrlari oturacaqda 4,5-6 sm, agiz kenarlarinda 8-13 sm-dir.

Yagdanlar miiayyan alamatlarins gors bir-birindan farqlansalar ds,
onlar asasan iki hissadan ibarat olmuslar. Birinci, yuxar1 hissa hamisinda
piyale formalidir. Ikinci hissaler bir-birinden farqlansslards, asasen,
silindrik formal olub oturacaq rolunu oynamislar.

V.H.9liyevin fikrincs, yagdanlarin yuxar: hissasinda miuixtalif bitki
yaglar1 yandirilmis va naticads alinmis isiqla manzillari isiglandirmiglar.
Bizcs, bu fikir hagigate uygundur. Clinki ilk tunc dévriniin aksar abids-
larindan kigik 6l¢ilii haveng ve dastalar tapilir ki, onlarin daxilinda bila-
vasite bitki yaglarinin ¢ixarilmasi ehtimali inandiricidir.

Yagdanlarin analogiyasi halalik malum deyildir. Canubi Azarbaycanin
Goytopa abidasinden malum olan bir adad gil asya formasina gore
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Naxcivanin yagdanlarini tokrar edir. Lakin B.Braun onlarin altliq olmasi
ehtimalini irsali siirtir (67, p. 140, fig. 323).

Maxtanin ilk tunc dévrii keramikasi sirasina dairavi, yasti gil asya-
lar da daxildir. Birinci qrupa daxil olan gil agyalar saxs1 gqablarin giriqla-
rindan hazirlanmislar. Diametrlori 2 sm-den 9 sm-dak olan agyalarin
qalinhglar1 0,5-2 sm-dir. I Maxta yasayis yerinda ki¢ik bir qazinti saha-
sindan ¢oxlu sayda bu tip asyalar, hamc¢inin onlarin dasdan olan niimu-
nasi alda edilmisdir (9, s. 16).

Dairavi gil asyalara hamg¢inin Qobustan (15, s. 53), Qunib (46,
s. 181), Luqovoye yasayis yerlarinds (54, s. 121) rast golinmisdir. Onlar
Ukraynanin Luki-Vrublevetski abidasindan (32, s. 201) do malumdur.
S.N.Bibikov va R.M. Muncayevin fikrinca, onlardan oyun das: kimi istifa-
doa edilmisdir (54, s. 121).

F.Muradovanin fikrinca, onlar1 vaxtilo I.M.Caforzads tarafindan
Qobustanda geyds alinmis ve «dama-dama» oyunu adlandirilmis (36,
s. 21-22) xanalar lzarinda harakat etdirmakls miisyyan bir oyun icra
olunmusdur (15, s. 54). Bu fikirlarla tam razilasmagq olar.

Il grupa narin qum qatisigh gilden yogrulmus bir ne¢a dairavi asya
daxildir. Onlarin hamisi boz renglidir ve bisirilmayiblar. indiyadak 6yre-
nilmis Kiir-Araz madaniyysti abidalarindan bu tip agyalar malum deyildi.
Naxcivan abidalari igarisinds ds bu glinadakonlara yalniz I Maxta yasayis
yerinda rast galinmisdir. Ozlarinin élciilarina gors avvalki qrupdan farg-
lanirlar. Hamisi kicik diametrlidirlar (1-1,5 sm).

Birinin har iki terafi, digarlarinin isa yalniz bir terafi batiqdir. Basqa
birisinin isa har iki sathi hamardir. Il Maxta yasayis yerindan bu tip
asyalarin dasdan olanan aloglarina da rast galinmisdir.

I Maxta yasayis yerindan alds olunmus asmalar 6z formalarina
gora iki grupa ayrilir. Birinci qrupa daxil olan asmalar birbasa xammal-
dan hazirlanmiglar. Boz rangli bu asmalarin heg biri bisirilmayibdir. Bu
formali asmalar Yaniq tepanin neolit dévrii tebagasindan (56, s. 255, sak.
59) vo Xizanaant-qora abidasinin ilk tunc doévrii tebagasindan tapilmis-
dir (44, s. 111, 26, sok.7).

Birinci qrupa daxil olan asmalarin hamisindan bilavasite bazak
asmalar kimi istifads edilmisdir. Fikrimzi onlarin tzarlarinds ac¢ilmig
desiklarin atrafinda qalmis stirtiinma izlari bir daha stibut edir.

Ikinci qrupa daxil olan asmalarin formalar1 miixtslif olsa da, hamisi
boz rangli gilden yogrulmus vs bisirilmamisdir. Onlar adaten konusvari-
dirlar ve onlarin daha ¢ox siimiikdan hazirlanmislarina rastgslinir. Bu tip
asmalardan toxuculuqda istifads olundugu ehtimal olunur (23, s. 139).
Onlar ilk tunc dévri toxucularinin istifads etdiklari primitiv toxuculuq
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dazgahlarinda saplarin asilmasi ti¢iin gerak ola bilardi.

[ Maxtadan alds olunmus tekar modellari narin qum qatisighi gilden
yogrulmus ranglari boz, qonur va garadir. Onlarin hamisinin top hissasi
har iki terafe dogru qabariqdir. Top hissalarinds ufiigi desik acilmisdir.
Diametrlari 3-10 sm, top hissalarinda galinliglar1 1-4 sm-dir. 9ksariyya-
tinin sathi sigallanmisdir.

I Maxtadan 2011-ci il gazintilar1 zamani alds edilmis araba tekari
modeli dl¢iistiniin béytikliyltna gora diqgqgati calb edir. Bu araba tokeri
modeli indiyadak Nax¢ivandan malum olan an genis diametrli (11 sm.)
modeldir. Tokar modellarinin analoglarina Baba-Darvis (10, s. 97, sak. 6-8),
Senqavit, Qarni (57, s. 38; 58, sok. 174), Valikend (45, t.I, s. 124, tab. 1, 6),
Comikand (47, s. 35, sok. 8), Goytops (67, p. 48, fig. 13, 1438, 1453),
Yaniqtepa (69, p.I, XXIV) abidalarinds tesadiif olunmusgdur. Trialeti kur-
qanlarinda askar edilmis arabalarin bu tip, lakin iri tokarlari vardir (50,
s. 95). Mingacgevir godim yasayis yerinden araba iizarinds qurulmus
evlarin modellari tapilmisdir ki, onlarin da bu tip kigik 6l¢iilii tekarlari
vardir (43,s.5; 29, 5. 98-101).

Araba tokari modellarinin I Kiiltepanin eneolit dévri tebagasindan
alds olunmasi stibut edir ki, ilk tunc dévriniin birinci marhalasindan gec
olmayaraq yerli tayfalara araba malum olmusdur. Bir terafden Yaxin
Sarq 6lkalari ils iqtisadi slagalarin genislanmasi, digar terafdan isa qosqu
quvvalarinin shlillagdirilmasi (6kliz, at) arabadan istifade olunmasi
zoruratini dogurmusdur. Son eneolit dovriinda insanlarin tesarrifat
hayatina daxil olmus araba uzun miiddat dayismaz qalmisdir.

[ Maxta yasayis yerindan forma miixtslifliyine ve hazirlanma mi-
koammsalliklarina gora secilon gab althglari alda edilmisdir. Algaq, dairavi,
orta hissalari bosqab althglar1 daha ¢oxdur. Bu tip althqglar ronglarina
gora segilirlar. Onlarin aksariyyati qirmizi rongs boyanib. Bir ne¢asinin
divarlar yuxariya dogru daralir ve en kasiklarinda ticbhucag xatirladir.

Basqa bir qrup althglar doérdkinc formalidirlar. Qum gatisigh
gildan hazirlanmis, geyri-barabar bisirilmis, gonur, boz rengli altliglarin
yuxariya dogru divarlari daralir. Yuxar1 hamar hissalari pillalidir.

I Maxtadan tapilmis bu tip althglardan biri qara rengs boyanib va
cilalanib. Biitlin kiinclari xarice gabariq enli kemar formal ¢ixintildir. Bir
torafinda xaricden basma tisulu ils ¢gakilmis stiasakilli naxig vardir (9, s. 13).

Bu tip althqglardan biri Goytepadan malumdur. Lakin onun yanla-
rinda ufuqi desiklari vardir (67, pl. 111, 8).

Fikrimizcs piyals formal althqlar bilavasits kiirsti rolunu oynamis-
dir. Onlar manqallarda odun uzun miiddat qorunmasina ve Uzarlarina
qoyulmus gablarin daxilinds olan hazir yemaklarin isti saxlanilmasina
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xidmat etmali idilar. Dérdkiinc ve dairavi altliglar hagqinda iss daqiq
fikir sdylomak mumkiin deyildir.

I Maxta yasayis yerinden zoomorf gil fiqurlarda slds edilmisdir.
Fiqurlarin hamisi terkibinds narin qum qatisigi olan gildan olduqca zarif
vo maharatle hazirlanmisdir. Ranglari boz, gara, qirmizidir. 2006-c1 ils-
dak I Maxtadan malum olan 7 fiqurun 4-1 6kiiz, digarlari iss qog, inak v
at fiqurudur. 2009-2012 ci il tadqiqatlar1 naticasinda isa 33 fiqur alda
edilmisdir.

Bir adad 6kiiz figurunun badaninin arxa hissasi, buynuzlar ve burnu
qurilmisdir. Fiqurun hiindirlilyii 2,7 sm-dir. Okiiziin bagi iraliye yénaldil-
mis, buynuzlar aypara soklinda, ayaqglar iss paralel va harakst vaziyyas-
tinds tesvir olunmusdur. Boyun hissasinds ikiterafli iifliqi desik acilmis-
dir. Bu alamata gil fiqurlarin aksariyyatinda rast galinir. Sol boyri tizarin-
da qovs saklinds, ndqtavari dord kicik oyuq hakk edilmisdir. Saquli istiga-
moatda bir-birila yanagi diiziilmus bu oyuglar goriiniisds aypara isarasina
oxsayir (2, XXXIX tab., 34). Bu alamatina gors | Maxta fiquru Géytepanin
K3 tebagasinden malum olan fiqurlarla eyniyyat toskil edir (67, PL. V,
1188, 1193). Goytoepa fiqurlarinda oyugqlar eyni ilo I Maxta fiqurunda
oldugu kimi - gévdanin sol terafinds, gabaq ayagin yuxarisinda saquli
istiqgamatda duziilmiisdiir. Bu fiqurlardan birinin hatta gézlsri vo burnu da
oyuglarla verilib (67, fig. 13, 1181). Lakin néqtslarin sayina va duzillstina
gora GOyteps fiquru azca forqlenir. Gil 6kiz fiqurlar1 Baba-Darvis (40,
s. 77), Uzuntapa (26, s. 38), Glinastopa, Qarakopakteps, Somulu tepa (14,
s. 28), Kiiltapa (58, s. 176), Trialeti (50, s. 110), Amiranis qora (62, s. 98),
Goytapa (67, pl. V, 1188, 1193; fig. 13, 1181), Tapa qavr (75, p. 165, pl.
XXXII) va s. abidalordan alds edilmisdir. Dovr etibarile 6kiiz obrazi das
dévrindan demak olar ki, bu glina gadar malumdur (61, s. 26).

Naxcivanin ilk tunc dovrii abidalarinden malum olan maraqh gil fi-
qurlardan biri do I Maxtadan tapilmis at fiqurudur. O gara-qonur rangli
olub sathi zaif cilalanmigdir. Onun basi ve badani sinmis, yalniz boyun
hissasi ve gabaq ayaglari salamat qalmisdir. Ayaqlar bitisik olub asagiya
dogru daralir. Boyunun arxasinda yali xatirladan yapma zolag: vardir (2,
XXXIX tab., 40). At fiqurlarina Senqavit (38, s. 13, sok. 6, 2-4) vo Karaz
(71, s. 399, sok. 97) yasayis yerlarinin arxeoloji materiallar i¢corisinda
tosadif edilmisdir.

Zoomorf gil fiqurlarin hansi magsadla hazirlanmasi barada tedqi-
qatgillar miixtalif vo maraql fikirlar sdylomislar. B.B.Piotrovski ve
O.H.Habibullayevin fikrincs, o6kiiz fiqurlarn kigik araba modellarina
qosulmagq Ug¢lin hazirlandiglarindan onlarin boyunlarinda desiklar agcil-
misdir (23, s. 142; 66).
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A.9lakbarov isa geyd edir ki, «Giiman ki, fiqurlarin boynundaki
desiklar kandir kecirilmasi ticiin nazarda tutulmusdur» (25, s. 13).

Bizim fikrimizcs, 6kliz fiqurlarinin boyunlarinda acilmis desiklar
he¢ da onlar1 araba modellarina qosmagq ticiin va ya sap kecirilmasi liciin
acilmamisdir. Bu desiklar hamginin ovguluq ayinlari ile da bagh ola bil-
mazdi. Homginin ilk tunc doévrii abidalarindan alds olunmus ¢oxsayl ara-
ba tekarlarinin ki¢cik modellarinin heg¢ birinin top hissasinin tftiqi desi-
yinda ox kecirilmasini bildiren siirtlinms izlari yoxdur.

Gil okiiz fiqurlar bir sira tadqiqatcilarin da geyd etdiklari kimi, bu
arazids yasamis gadim tayfalarin dini ideoloji tesavvirlari, baxislar: va
onlarin tesarriifat hayatlari ils bagh idi (57, s. 35; 58, 5. 176; 19, s. 74; 42,
s.41; 25, s. 14).

R.M.Mungayev isa qeyd edir ki, «...Araliq danizindan Qafqaza gadar
bdylk bir arazids 6kilize sitayis genis yayllmisdi...Zagafgaziyada bu inam
xiisusila yiiksak inkisaf saviyyasina catmisdi» (54, s. 126).

[lk tunc dévrii tayfalar iribuynuzlu qaramala giic, qiivvat, mahsul-
darhq simvolu kimi baxmis ve onlara sitayis etmislar. Bununla bagh ola-
raq gil 6kuz fiqurlar hazirlamiglar. Maxta 6kiiz fiqurunun boynundaki
desiyin kanarlarinda deyil (egar boyundan sapla asilsa idi, miitlaq desi-
yin kenarlarinda siirtiinms izlari galmali idi), igarisinda siirtiinms izi var-
dir. Gortiniir, bu fiqurlarin bazilari tunc maftils kegirilorok amulet kimi
istifada edilmisdir. Qeyd etmak lazimdir ki, gil fiqurlar amulet kimi daim
boyunda gezdirilmamisdir. Onlardan miisyyan marasimlar zamani isti-
fada oluna bilardi. Bels fiqurlarin mahsuldarhqla slagadar miisyyan dini
ayin icra edilon ibadatgahda, miivafiq yerds, nazik metal oxa duziilmiis
sokilds saxlandigl hagda da miilahiza s6ylomak miimkiindiir. | Maxta ya-
sayis yerindan alda olunmus gil fiqurlarin yasayis yerinin bilavasite mi-
ayyan hissasindan alds edilmasi fakti maraq dogurur. Hom das fiqurlarin
alds olundugu yer gliclii yanmaya maruz qalmigdir. Yaxinligdan iss miix-
talif formah gil ocaq qurgular1 tapilmisdir. Cox gliman ki, bu hissada dini
tikililor mévcud olmusdur.

0.H.Habibullayevin miulahizasins gors fiqurlar heyvandarliqla bag-
i olan xtisusi marasimlar zamani sindirildigdan sonra atilmislar (23,
s. 143). I Maxtadan malum olan bitin gil fiqurlar sindirilmamisdir.
Gorundr, gil fiqurlarin bir gismi tesadif naticasinda qirilmisdir.

E.a. IV-III minilliklords Kiir-Araz madaniyyati tayfalarinin tesarri-
fat hayatinda akingilikls yanasi maldarhq xiisusi rol oynamaga baslayir.
Bir sira tadqgiqatgilarin da qeyd etdiklari kimi artiq neolit dévrinds Yaxin
Sarqda, Avropa va Zaqafqaziyada miuasir ev heyvanlar ahlillasdirilmis-
dir. (29, s. 37) ilk tunc dévriinds maldarhgin skingilikden ayrilmasi ilo
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alagadar olaraq ictimai amak bolglisii tam formalasir. Osteoloji qaligla-
rin ¢oxlugu siibut edir ki, tedqiq olunan dévrds har bir tayfanin 6zilina
moaxsussurisi olmusdur. Sirtlarin terkibinda Kiir-Araz madaniyyatinin
ilkin marhalsalarinds iribuynuzlu heyvanlar, son marhslalarinda isa xir-
dabuynuzlu gqoyun, kegi va s. ¢coxluq toskil etmislar.

Bu d6vrdas iri buynuzlu qaramaldan qosqu quvvasi kimi ds istifads
edilmisdir (32, s. 86; 40,s.77; 11, 5. 48; 59, s. 6; 35, 5. 4).

Stibhasiz ki, ahalinin artmasi va iqtisadi telsbatin yliksalmasi akingi-
likds yeni forma tatbiq edilmasini talab edirdi. Ikincilikds daha ¢ox inkisaf
etmis metod olan xis akingiliyina kecid do mahz bu zaman baslamis (52, s.
106; 37, s. 14; 34, s. 45; 42, 5. 119; 11, s. 47) va ilk tunc dévriiniin sonuna
yaxin toxa akingiliyini sixisdirmaga baslamisdir. R.M.Mungayev haqli olaraq
geyd edir ki, Klir-Araz madsaniyyati tayfalarinin igtisadi inkisafinda akingilik
cox vacib rol oynamisdir. Ik tunc dévriinds Zagafqaziyanin skingilik ii¢iin
yararli olan biitiin arazilari manimsanilmisdir (55, s. 378).

Bizcs, ilk tunc dovriindsn baslayaraq insanlar atdan qosqu vo minik
vasitesi kimi istifade etmays baslamislar. Bunu [ Maxtadan tapilmis at fi-
quru stibut edir. B.B.Piotrovski qeyd edir ki: «On Asiyanin Zaqafqaziya ilo
hamsarhad olan simal ayalatlari hals gadimlardan Sarqds 6z atilxilar ile
mashur idiler» (57,s.77).

Xirdabuynuzlu heyvanlarin (qoyun, ke¢i va s.) maldarliqda getdik-
co ustlunliik taskil etmasi va artiq ahlillagdirilmis atdan minik vasitasi
kimi istifade olunmasi maldarhgin formasinin dayisilmasina da tosir
etmisdir. ilk tunc dévriiniin ortalarindan etibaren yarimkégari maldarliq
tstlnlik toskil etmaya baslayir (48, s. 311). Mahz e.s. Il minillikds ilk
tunc dovri tayfalarinin daha genis arazilars yayilmasini bununla izah
etmak daha dizgiin olardi.

[ Maxtadan alds edilmis ocaq qurgulari xtisusi shamiyyat kasb edir.
Umumiyyatls, erken tunc dévriinds ocaq qurgularinin miixtslif formalari
genis yayllmisdir ve onlar Kir-Araz madaniyyatini saciyyslandiren
xUisusiyyatlardan biri sayilir.

F.Muradova ve Q.Ismayilov Azarbaycan srazisinden malum olan
ocaq qurgularini formalarina géra 5 qrupa bélmiislar: 1. Diiz divarly, dai-
ravi ocaq qurgular; 2. Ucbucaq sakilli ¢cixintilari olan dairavi ocaq qurgu-
lar1; 3. Nalsakilli ocaq qurgulari; 4. Buynuzvari ¢ixintilar: olan dérdbucaq
formal ocaq qurgulari; 5. Silindr gakilli ocaq qurgular: (16, s. 55-56).

[ Maxta gadim yasayis yerinda aparilan arxeoloji gazintilar zamani
alds edilan ocaq qurgular dairavi mangal formal ocaq qurgulari va nal-
sakilli ocaq qurgularindan ibaratdir. Béyiik 6l¢ilii manqgallardan fargli
olaraq kicik 6l¢tilti manqallara daha tez-tez rast goalinir. [ Maxtadan kicik
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6lctlt dairavi manqgal formali ocaq qurgusu evlarin igarisindan tapilir.
Bu tip ocaq qurgulari evin désemasinda qazilmis calada quruldugundan
torpaga basdirilmis xarici sathi kobud olur. 1-4-cii kvadratlarda va 6-c1
kvadratda temizlanmis dairavi evlarin markszinds mahz bu tip manqal-
lar askar edilmisdir. Maraghdir ki, belo mangqallar yalniz dairavi evlarin
daxilindan tapilir. Dérdkiinc evlards isa bu tip mangallara rast galinmir.

O.Hsbibullayevin fikrincs, bu mangallardan otagin qizdirilmasi tigtin
istifada olunmusdur. Onlarin igarisinds od yandirilmamis, yalniz k6zarmis
kémir doldurulmusdur. Cliinki mangallarin tistiinds his o gadar do nazars
carpmir (19, s. 69). Lakin O.Habibiullayev dairavi tipli manqallarin ham da
sitayis maqgsadila istifads olundugunu geyd etmisdir (23, s. 103). Mangal-
lardan aksariyyatinin agzinin kenarlarinin enli kemar formal hissasinda
glinasin simvolu olan dairavi batiglarin olmasi onlarin dini marasimlar
zamanl istifads olunmasi fikrini tesdiq edir (13, s. 36).

Dairavi manqal formali ocaq qurgular I Maxta yasayis yeri ils ya-
nasi, Kiir-Araz madaniyyati dovriina aid olan biitiin abidalar li¢iin xarak-
terikdir. Belo manqallarin analoqu Nax¢ivanin [ va Il Kiiltopa (23, s. 134;
22, s. 158), Asag1 Dasarx (3, XVII tab 12 s. 23), 9rabyengica yasayis yer-
larindan, hamcinin Babadarvis, Qobustan (16, s. 56), Arevik (60, s. 163-
164), Amiranis Qora (52, sok. 2110) abidalarindan malumdur.

[ Maxta yasayis yerindan alda olunmus diger ocaq qurgulari nalss-
killidir. Bu tip qurgularin digar abidalardan alds edilan klassik formalari
ilo yanasi, eyni zamanda tam farqli xlisusiyyatlors malik olanlarina da
rast galinir (20, s. 31-39). 9lds edilan ocaq qurgularinin orta ¢ixintilari
miixtslif formalidir. Bu ¢ixintilar dérdbucagqli, konusvari, silindirik ve ya
antropomorf formada diuzaldilmisdir. | Maxtadan tapilan bir adad ocaq
qurgusu qonur-qirmizi rongdadir. Gilinin torkibi iri qum qatisighdir.
Onun daxili terafinds yapma dairavi ¢ixinti, bayir terafinds ise Kur-Araz
madaniyyati liclin saciyyavi olan yarimsar formali qulpu var. Bu qulplar
daha gadim qurgularda ovalvari, sonrakilarda iss tam yarimsar formali-
dir (23, s. 79). Nalgakilli qurgularin har iki qurtaracagi insan ayagina ban-
zayir. Qurgularin aksariyyatinin icari terafinds insan topuguna oxsayan
sis cixint1 da diizaldilirdi. Bu tip ocaq aksar yasayls maskanlarindan, o
climladan Naxg¢ivanda I va Il Kiiltaps (22, s. 165. ok 7.7), I va Il Maxta,
Sortopa (24, s. 254; 6, s. 257), Orabyengica (2, s. 78), Asagl Dasarx (3, s. 23)
abidalarindan, hamginin Baba-Darvis (16, s. 60), Qarakopaktepa (13, s. 34),
Gilinagtapa (16, s. 56), Arevik (60, s. 165, sakil 6, 1-7), Qarni, Serqi Ana-
dolunun Qars rayonu abidalarinds, Sarigamis, Karaz va s. llk tunc dévri
abidslarinden malumdur.
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[ Maxta gadim yasayis yerindan 1-4 kvadratinda tomizlanmis dai-
rovi eva bitisik, dérdbucaql tikilinin daxilindan askar edilmis nalgakilli
ocaq qurgusunun 6n ¢ixintist maraqli antropomorf elementlarls bazadil-
misdir. Homin bazak elementlari insan tiziini xatirladir, agiz ve gozler
basma saklinds dairs, burun ise yapma uzunsov formadadir. Maraqli
olan odur ki, bu simvolik mazmun ona bitisik nisbaton kicik formada da
aks olunmusgdur.

Nalsakilli ocaq qurgusunun [ Maxtadan tapilmis niimunasinin ano-
loquna indiyadak Azarbaycanin Kiir-Araz madaniyyati abidalarinda rast
galinmamisdir. Onun banzarina yalniz Anadolunun Karaz, Pulur, G6zelo-
va abidalarinda tesadiif edilir. Bu tip manqallara Kirbet-Kerak abidals-
rinda da tosaduf edilir (76, pp. 11-16; 74, pp.196-217).

F.Muradovavs Q.Ismayilov nalsakilli ocaq qurgularinin dini mara-
simlar zamani (16, s. 65), M.9lakbarova iss onlarin ayri-ayri niimunsla-
rinin bilavasite od ayini ilo slagadar diizaldildiyini ve dini marasimlar
zamani istifads olundugunu qgeyd edir (7, s. 21). Fikrimizca nalsakilli
ocaq qurgulart odun qoruyucusu olan Kkisi obrazi ilo alagalidir ve Kkisi
obrazinin ilahilasdirilmasi ile bagh olmusdur (2, s. 81).

Nalsakilli ocaq qurgularinin yaranmasi ilk tunc dévrinds yasamis
Kiir-Araz madaniyyati tayfalarinin maisatinds, dini-ideoloji gérislarinds
vo adat-ananalarinda odla bagh bas veran bir sira dayisikliklarls alagali-
dir. Od miigaddaslik simvolu sayilmisdir. Onun qorunmasi ailanin sahibi
kisi ilo bagli olmusdur. Nalsakilli ocaglarin antropomorf elementlarls ba-
zadilmasi ev ocaginin kisi terafindan barakatlandirilmasini ifads edir.

Eyni zamanda insan tesviri ila bazadilmis ocaq qurgularinin qirmizi
rongla boyanmasi da tosadiifii deyildir. Qirmizi boyaqdan kisinin 6lmaz-
liyini, daimiliyini, 9zamat ve hakimiyyastini bildirmak ti¢lin istifads olun-
musdur (2, s. 82).

Cox maraqhdir ki, I Maxta yasayis yerinda 1988-ci ilds temizlonmis
dairavi ibadatgah yerindan ti¢c adad das bt alds olunmusdur. Hiindur-
liiklari 87-95 sm arasinda dayison bu biitlar bir cargs boyunca diiziilmiis,
moarkazds isa nalsakilli ocaq qurgusu yerlasdirilmisdir. Bu butlar ds kisi
obrazini xatirladir ki, bu da ¢ox giiman ki, ails basgisi - kisinin obrazinin
ilahilasdirilmasi ile bagh olmusdur.

Maraghidir ki, hals e.s. IV-III minilliklords meydana ¢ixan nalsakilli
ocaq qurgulart Azarbaycanin bir sira rayonlarinda, o ciimladan Naxci-
vanda indi de maisatda istifads olunmaqdadir. Cox gliman ki, zaman keg-
dikca bu ocaqlarin miayysn etigadlarla bagh shamiyyati unudulmus va
sirf maisat avadanhgina ¢evrilmisdir.
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[ Maxtada son illar aparilmis kompleks tedqigatlar hemddévr abids-
lorinin tarixlondirilmasina yeniden baxmaga imkan vermisdir. | Maxta
yasayis yerinin keramika mamulatlar igarisinda yalang¢1 qulplara, tigbu-
caq formalh ¢ixintilara tez-tez rast gsalinir ki, onlarin birbasa analoglari
Baba-Darvis (41, s. 29, tab., IV, 8, 9), Serqi Anadolunun Karaz (71, s. 402),
Zilftibulaq va Caldiran diizii abidslarindan (68, p. 171, 187) va GOytepa-
dan (67, p.55, fig. 14, 1102) malumdur. Géytapanin mahz desiksiz qulp-
lar tapilmis K3 tobagasindan gotirilmiis kdmiir analizi e.s. 2574+146 il
(R-199) tarixini gosterir (70, p. 248). | Maxtanin isa list tebagalarindan
gotirilmiis komiiriin analizi e.s. 3316-2931-ci illari gostermisdir (66,
s. 82-87). Maraqhdir ki, II Kiltepanin asagi tebagalarindan alinmis ana-
lizlarin naticalarids eyni tarixi gostorir. Analizlerin I Maxtada madani
tobaganin yalniz iist 2 m-lik tobagasindan alindigini vo bundan asagida
an azindan 3 m-lik bir tebaganin mévcudlugunu nazars alsaq, abidanin
Kiir-Araz madaniyyatinin e.s.IV minilliyin avvallarinden formalasdigini
soylamak miimkiindiir. Son illar Ovgulartopasi abidasinds aparilmis tad-
qigatlarin naticalari isa Nax¢ivan srazisinds Kir-Araz madaniyyatinin
e.2.V minilliyin sonlarindan formalasdigin1 sdylamays imkan vermisdir
(73, p. 53-100). Bu tarixlondirma Kiir-Araz madaniyyati abidalari i¢lin
halslik an gadim tarixlondirmadir va bir daha madsniyyatin ilkin yaranma
ocaqlarindan birinin mahz Nax¢ivan oldugunu tesdiq edir.
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Foreword

During the Early Bronze Age, the Kura-Araxes culture spread over
a wide area from the North Caucasus to Syria-Palestine. Azerbaijan is
considered one of the initial centers of this archaeological culture. Kulta-
pa |, studied by O.Habibullayev in the territory of Nakhchivan, played a
standard role in determining the chronology of historical stages from the
Neolithic to the Iron Age. As a result of the study of this monument, the
existence of the Chalcolithic period before the Kura-Araxes culture, cha-
racterized by black-polished ceramics, was confirmed.

Archaeological excavations in Kultepe [ and II, Ovchulartepe, Asha-
gi Dasharkh, Khalaj, Arabyengija, Makhta [ and Il settlements of the Early
Bronze Age in the territory of Nakhchivan helped to solve a number of
problems of the period. Among these monuments, Makhta I is distinguis-
hed by a number of features. Excavations at the monument for the first
time in 1988-89 made it possible to find out the connections between the
stages of the Early Bronze Age.

A new stage in the study of the ancient cultures of Azerbaijan began
during the years of independence, a new approach to the features of the
archaeological cultures of the Chalcolithicand Early Bronze Ages was int-
roduced. At that time, the restoration of the excavations in Makhta [ was
a very important event. Excavations revealed interesting findings about
the construction features of the monument, the dynamics of develop-
ment of various fields of art, the religious ideological views of the popu-
lation in the region and the social structure of society. For the first time,
clay objects (tokens) of various shapes obtained from Maxta I confirmed
the existence of an administrative mechanism in the region from the IV
millennium BC.

The cultural layer of Makhta I has not yet been fully studied, and
the study of the monument continues. Numerous scientific articles have
been published about the monument and presented at a number of na-
tional and international scientific conferences. However, in order to de-
liver the archaeological materials to the scientific community as soon as
possible, it became necessary to publish them, in the form of an album-
catalog. For this reason, the book contains archaeological excavations
carried outin the ancient settlement Makhta [ in 2008-2012, an explana-
tion of the artifacts obtained, photos and graphic descriptions of various
archaeological findings. Also, some of the archaeological materials obtai-
ned during the excavations carried out in 1988-89 were included in the
book.
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RESEARCH OF MAKHTA I

Early Bronze age settlement Makhta I is located Sharur district of
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, at the western end of the village of
the same name, 2 km from Araxes river, 39°.35/.23,61//N; 44°.56/.21,95//
Ecoordinates, 803 meters above sea level. The settlement is called Kulta-
pa by the local people.

As a result of accumulation of cultural layers in the central part of
the settlement, an artificial hill 1.5-2 m above the ground was formed.
The western part of the settlement was destroyed in the early XX century
due to the construction of the Yerevan-Nakhchivan railway, and the so-
uthern, eastern and northern sides were turned into arable land. At pre-
sent, the central part of the monument with a diameter of 50 m is preser-
ved in a circular shape. Recent surface searches have determined that the
settlement covers an area of more than 6 hectares.

The first research in Makhta I were carried out in 1988 by the
Nakhchivan archaeological expedition (1, p.76-81). For excavation, an
area of 10x10 m was taken in the north-west of the monument and divi-
ded into 5x5 m squares.

In the same year, the excavations started from the surface of the
monument, ie from the "0" point and continued until 2.30 m. The upper
layers of this part of the settlement were destroyed due to the construc-
tion of a muslim cemetery. Therefore, muslim graves were discovered
from a depth of 25-30 cm. Considering that according to Muslim traditi-
on, corpses are buried in relatively deep layers of soil, it can be said that
the hill used to be higher.

In 1989, research on the monument was continued and excavated
to a depth of 4.60 m. However, groundwater did not allow excavations to
continue. Interestingly, several strong traces of fire are observed at a
depth of 3.20-4.60 m. The first and strongest traces of fire are observed
ata depth of 3.80-3.90 m. The whole settlement is covered with a 10 cm
thick layer of ash (2).

In 2006, a joint Azerbaijani-American expedition excavated 2x2 m
in Makhta I and took samples for radiocarbon analysis. However, it was
not possible to continue these studies due to the emergence of water (30,
p. 201-204). During the excavations, the remains of circular buildings
and sometimes small flat walls were cleaned. The height of the protected
part of some walls is 1 m.

Since 2008, the archaeological expedition of the Institute of Archa-
eology and Ethnography of ANAS has started long-term research in
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Makhta I settlement (4, p.29-32).Initially, an area of 5x5 m was taken.
New squares were chosen between the area excavated in 1988-89 and
the area excavated in 2006. In the same year, the excavation was carried
out to a depth of 1 m.The excavation area consists of various sediments,
so itis easy to dig and itis easy to follow the cultural layers. On the other
hand, due to its proximity to the Araxes river and the passage of one of
the tributaries of the Arpachay to the west of the monument, the soil is
always moist. This situation does not allow research to continue into the
deeper layers in one excavation season.

On the east side of the excavation area, a small area, where various
pottery fragments and stone tools were thrown, was cleared. This area,
which is about 1 m in diameter, was composed of household waste. Ho-
wever, no special hole was dug for them.Archaeological materials were
thrown irregularly (Fig. 1).

On the next layer, the remains of the circular building were cleaned
(Fig. 2). The buildingwas built of mud bricks. There is a circular hearth
inside (Fig. 3). The hearth is made in a special hole. At the same level
with hearth, the floor consists of a hardened adobe. After the hearth was
removed, it was discovered that it was built on the fragments of a large
jar.In the northern part of the hearth, a flat stone was placed (Fig. 4). On
one side of the house, a flat wall parallel to the south wall extending be-
yond the excavation area was cleared. However, this wall is narrower
than the wall of a circular building. Two large obsidian masses were ob-
tained near the remains of the wall to the south. Traces of processing on
these masses are not visible (Fig. 5). Nevertheless, there is no doubt that
they were brought to the settlement to make tools. The interior of the
circular building, as well as the adjacent rectangular building was badly
burned. However, these signs of burning are felt very weakly outside the
buildings (Plan 1).

In 2009, this area was expanded to 100 m2. Excavations continued
to a depth of 1.6 m this season. Several construction remains were found.
All buildings are built of raw bricks and adobe. Interestingly, stone have
not been used in any of the construction remains studied in Makhta I so
far. However, the stone deposits are not far from the monument.In our
opinion, this was directly related to the fact that sedentary farming being
the basis of the agriculture of the inhabitants of Makhta I. Fully rectangu-
lar and circular buildings have been cleaned in the upper layers of the
settlement (Fig. 6). However, in the lower layers, circular buildings are
predominant. Sometimes auxiliary rectangular buildings were added to
the circular buildings. Most of the archaeological materials are obtained
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from these auxiliary buildings. Also, the ceramics obtained here consist
of parts of larger jars. However, small pieces of pottery and sometimes
miniature pottery are usually obtained from the inside of rectangular
and circular buildings, in other words, the main houses.

Rectangular buildings are usually built separately from each other.
Although there are occasional partitions between them, there are no addi-
tional structures attached to the edges (Fig. 7) (Plan 2). In circular buil-
dings, the opposite is true. There are no partitions inside them. In this type
of buildings, small rectangular rooms are often found attached to it at the
edges. Each of these auxiliary rooms had its own function (Fig. 8). This is
evidenced by the variety of archaeological materials obtained from them.

One of the most interesting buildings in the settlement is the rema-
ins of a circular building, which we think that it is a temple (Fig. 9). A
circular hearth is placed in the center of the building, which is built in a
completely circular shape with a row of raw bricks. A small hole was dug
to make a hearth, and it was made directly inside this hole. This is confir-
med by the roughness of its outer surface. The rim of the hearth is wide-
belted. As the fire inside the hearth lasted for a long time, the surroun-
ding soil layer was mixed with black-brown ash. It is likely that as the
inside of the hearth is constantly cleaned, no coal remains are found. At
the edges of the circular building there are small rectangular rooms ad-
jacent to it. Their walls are made of small bricks or adobe. The auxiliary
room on the west side is also divided into two parts by adobe (Fig. 10).
Each of the additional rooms had a different function. Tools used for grin-
ding grain were found inside one of them, and tools and extractors used
in metallurgy were found in the other. In one of them, a part of an unpre-
cedented horse-shoe shaped hearth was found (Fig. 11) (Plan 3). In ge-
neral, the hearth of the ancient settlement of Makhta I attracts attention
with its different varieties. Part of the obtained hearth belongs to the hor-
se-shoe shaped hearth. The image of a human being is depicted using the
methods of pressing and makingon the front protrusion resembling a hu-
man foot. The device is red. Interestingly, the interior of the room where
the hearth was obtained was severely burned. There are no signs of
burns in the adjacent rooms. Most likely, this circular building, which was
cleaned in Makhta I, belongs to the temple. The female figurine and de-
corative items found inside the circular central building confirm our opi-
nion. On the other hand, the ceramics obtained from the inside of this
building and from the same level consist mainly of miniature pots and
their parts. These facts once again confirm the religious nature of the
circular building.
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In 2010, excavations in Makhta [ were expanded and the total exca-
vation area was increased to 300 m2 with the opening of two new exca-
vation squares, each of 100 m2 (31, p.21-24). Two muslim graves were
discovered on the west side of Square 5, which opened in 2010 (Fig. 12).
These graves were found in the upper layers of the cultural layer, at a
depth of about 40-60 cm. Both earthen graves corpse were placed on the
right side, facing to the gibla.

Remains of three circular buildings were found in the Square 5 (Fig. 13).
All three of these buildings are built of adobe. Two of them are low-wal-
led and plastered. The third building differs from the others both in its
construction and in certain specific features, and is believed to be a he-
arth. To the west of this hearth, the remains of a rectangular building we-
re cleared (Plan 4).

Only a few large stones were cleared in the northwest corner of 5th
square. However, they had no connection with any construction (Fig. 14).

During excavations in Square 6, the remains of rectangular and oval
walls, the plans of which are not fully known, were cleared (Fig.15)
(Plan 5).

In addition to new squares, research was continued in the squares
opened in the previous year. The walls of the circular building, which is as-
sumed to be a temple, were cleared to a height of 20 cm. The inside of the
circular house was badly burned. The 4-brick-high section of the flat wall,
found southeast of the circular house, has survived (Fig. 16). It is possible
that this wall will continue in the lower floors. A small animal figurine and
an obsidian arrowhead were found at the back of the wall. In addition, bone
tools were found in all squares in this year. In general, a large number of
bone tools and the remains of various animal bones are found in all the
squares. Burning marks are observed in a small part of the bones.

In 2010, a 2x2 m exploration square was excavated in the south-
west of the settlement, along with the squares where excavations are un-
derway. Following a row of small stones on this part of the settlement,
an exploration square dug here (Fig. 17). The length of this wall made of
river stones is about 1 m. While cleaning these stones, it turned out that
it did not continue on the lower layer. However, after the stones were
removed, a flat tuff stone was found in the lower layer. It turned out that
the tuff stone was a mold used to make a flat bronze ax and a circular
oblong tool. During the excavation, it was discovered that the remains of
a circularbuilding are located in the lower layer of the square. The arched
2 m part of the wall, built of a row of raw bricks, was cleaned. Mainly
ceramic products were obtained from this square (Fig. 18).
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In 2011, excavations continued in the squares that had been explo-
red in previous years. The interior of the circular building called the
temple in squares 1-4 was cleaned. This part,which consist of ashy sail,
is easy to dig. Most of the burnt animal bones are found in this part. Ce-
ramics are a minority. It is observed that there is an arched wall in the
middle of the temple (Fig. 19). One side of the wall extends to the bottom
of the temple wall. Most likely, this wall is a remnant of another circular
building that existed before the temple. A flat wall built in the width of a
brick continues in the square. Although 5 rows of bricks were observed
on the east side, it was not determined how long it lasted as it was dest-
royed in the west. Currently, the determined length of the wall is 5 m.

Excavations continued in the 5th square. Here, the edges of the
smelter, which opened last year, were cleaned. The bellows section of the
oven, which extends to the south-east, was fully opened. Brick arrange-
ments are clearly visible in a small area at the edges of the bellows
(Fig. 20) (Plan 4).

It was cleared that another circular building in the north directon
of the smelter did not continue in the lower layers. In this square, no re-
mains of the building can be seen in the part to the east of the smelter.
However, buildings in other squares are closely observed. The interior of
a rectangular building opened last year to the west of the smelter has
been cleaned. In this part, the ash layer lasts more than 50 cm. To the
west of the wall, another parallel wall was cleared. The south side of this
wall leads to the lower floors and extends to the bottom of the pavement
brick structure on the south side. Although there are several large stone
masonries in this square in the upper layers, there are no stone structu-
res in the lower layers.

During excavations in the 6th square, interesting buildings and arc-
haeological materials were discovered (Fig. 21). The buildings are
mostly circular and rectangular (Plan 6). All buildings are built of raw
bricks and adobe. The bricks are larger in the main walls. In partitions
and auxilary buildings, they are relatively small. Sometimes the partiti-
ons were bulit with adobe. Small and large stones are found in several
places. But these are not the remains of a building.

Remains of a small rectangular building adjacent to the circular bu-
ilding in this square has been cleared. This type of building is often found
in Makhta 1. More interesting is the discovery of a large, flat, two-part
stone inside this building (Fig. 22). A hole was drilled in the side of a
piece of stone. The hole was drilled using both sides of the stone. This
type of stone is also found in Ovchulartepesi, another Eneolithic and
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Early Bronze Age monument in the Sharur region. It is believed that ani-
mals were tied to this type of stone in Ovchulatepesi. The same type of
stones are found in medieval settlements of Nakhchivan. While cleaning
the area around the stone, a clay animal figurine was found.

In 2012, archaeological excavations were carried out in an area of
300 m2, in all three squares, which began in previous years (Fig. 23).
After the complete cleaning floor of the temple, which was cleaned in pre-
vious years in squares 1-4, it became clear that the temple was built on
the previous circular building. In the center of this circular building, a
circular hearth, which is typical for Kura-Araxes culture monuments, was
cleaned (Fig. 24). At the same level and close to the hearth, a clay cand-
lestick, a clay animal figurine and a small amount of ceramics were ob-
tained. The clay figurine is decorated with holes with a sharp tool. This
fact, in our opinion, once again confirms that the building is a temple.

To the south-west of the temple, the cleared flat wall continues
down to the lower floors (Plan 7). While cleaning the interior of one of
the rectangular auxiliary buildings adjacent to the temple, a jar resemb-
ling the last Eneolithic pottery of Nakhchivan in terms of shape and colo-
ur was cleaned. Interestingly, as excavations continue into the lower bu-
ilding layers of Makhta I, the pottery obtained is more similar to Eneolit-
hic ceramics in terms of colour similarity. The shapes are reminiscent of
transition ceramics. Similar ceramics of this type are also found in Ovc-
hulartepesi. Ovchulartepesi ceramics belong to the end of the 5th millen-
nium BC and it was known by radiocarbon analysis (72, s. 48). This type
of pottery of Makhta is dated to the second half of the 4th millennium BC.
Thus, the tradition of ceramic production of the Eneolithic period lasted
for a long time in the territory of Nakhchivan.

After taking the hearth used for the initial smelting of the metal in
square 5, it was discovered that the cultural layer continued in the lower
layer. In this layer, a circular hearth made of rectangular raw bricks was
cleaned in the center of the excavation area (Fig. 25). The walls of the
furnace are made of a row of bricks. There is a thick layer of ash inside.
There was also a brick in the center of the hearth. However, as a result of
constant burning, this brick is also weathered. At the edge of the hearth,
4 holes of pole were cleared and it was found that the hearth was under
a light attic built on poles (Fig. 26). No material culture samples were
found inside the hearth. On the other hand, the nature of the ash inside
the hearth indicates that grass or reeds were burned here, not wood re-
mains. The fact that the bricks in the walls of the hearth are exposed to
very little burning confirms our opinion (Plan 8).
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Two grinding stones were cleared north of the hearth. Both large
grinding stones are intact, and no large grinding stones of this type have
been found during excavations (Fig. 27). The around of this area is likely
to have hardened over a long period of time.

A wide wall in the north-south direction in the middle of the 5th
excavation site continues. However, the wall connected to it in the east-
west direction does not continue in the lower layers. It is made of a row
of bricks and has the appearance of a pavement. It has not yet been pos-
sible to determine that the wide wall belongs to which building. It has no
continuation on the north and south sides. Take into consideration that
the wall continues in the lower layers, we assume that it will be possible
to determine its shape during the excavation of the lower layers. Itis pos-
sible that certain parts of it were destroyed in the upper parts. The same
idea can be said about the flat wall in squares 1-4.

A shortarrangement of large stones is observed in the upper layers
on the north-west side of the 5th square. It turned out that it continued
at a height of three rows. From this arrangement to the center of the
square there is a circular pit. The inside of the pit is filled with soft soil.
No archaeological remains were found here (Plan 8).

In Square 6, research continued inside the circular building surve-
yed last year. This building was built on another circular building before
it. In its center, a small pavement-shaped structure, consisting of several
river stones and a piece of broken grinding stone, was cleared. A small
bowl was found to the north of it. One of the interesting features of the
bowl is that it has an ear-shaped protrusion with a vertical hole on it,
which is characteristic of the Late Bronze-Early Iron Age (Fig. 28).

The stones found last year inside the rectangular building adjacent
to the round house in the 5th square were completely cleared and it was
determined that they were the remains of brokentreshing board. The fact
that one side of them is polished in an oval shape and a hole is drilled in
the left side of one of them confirms our opinion. Traces of friction aro-
und the hole indicate that they have been used for a long time (Fig. 29).
There is no doubt that these treshing board and the grinding stones ob-
tained at the 5th excavation site belong to the same complex.

To the west of the Square 6, the curved part of another and wider
circular building was cleared (Plan 9). This is the largestbuilding remain
ever studied in Makhta I in terms of diameter. To the south of the circular
building, the remains of a rectangular building were observed. It is inte-
resting that all the round and rectangular buildings in Makhta I were
built of adobe and particularly mud brick.
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Very interesting clay objects were found inside the large-diameter
circular building near the wall. Some of them are conical and some of
them are round and the others similar to pearl (Fig. 30). These conical
objects are obtained from the monuments of the Kura-Araxes culture,
which spread over a wide area from the North Caucasus to Syria and Pa-
lestine, first time. Although several pieces of round shapes were obtained
from Makhta I during survey, their purpose was unknown.

It should be noted that this or similar objects were found in 12 mo-
numents in different parts of the world. However, their exact similarities
are known from Mesopotamia. Researchers note that, such shaped ob-
jects obtained from Makhta I were used until 3200 B.C. in Western Asia.
There are also researchers who note that these conical objects are at the
root of pictographic and then cuneiform inscriptions. These items, which
are used in inter-tribal trade, are considered to be the first signs of admi-
nistrative management and it indicates the existence of class stratificati-
on, social inequality and, thus, the traditions of statehood in the territory
of Azerbaijan since the end of the 4th millennium B.C. It should be noted
that these items is also very important in determining the historical chro-
nology of the monuments of the Kua-Araxes culture.

Construction structures. Remains of various geometric shaped
buildings were studied in Makhta I. The most interesting of these are cir-
cular buildings. In 2008, the remains of a fully circular structure were
cleaned from the surveyed area. Inside the building were the remains of
a circular hearth. The circular building cleared in 2009 at the excavation
site is more interesting. It is believed that the about 20 cm cleared buil-
dingis a temple. The interior of the circular house was badly burned.
A straight wall to the south of the round house was cleared and it was
found that the 4-brick-high part of the building had survived. This stra-
ight wall separates the temple from the common living space. Small rec-
tangular buildings were built adjacent to the circular building (Fig. 31).
Interestingly, different archaeological materials were found in each of
these buildings. Only grinding stone and grater were found in one of
them, animal remains in another, and an anthropomorphic horse-shoe
shaped hearth in the other (5, p.68).

All of the three circular buildings in Square 5 are made of adobe.
These buildings are believed to be workplaces. There are some materials
inside the buildings, which confirms our opinion.

Two of the buildings in Square 5 have low walls and plastered inte-
riors, while the third building differs from the others both in construction
and in certain specific features (Fig. 32). The surface of this device is
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covered with a thick layer of ash, and there were signs of a strong fire.
The composition of the ash and coal residues suggests that wood was
burned here, which could provide strong heat. The southern part of the
device has a protrusion made of adobe similar to a bellows. The part of
this cylindrical part that connects to the general device is a little deeper,
and more traces of combustion are observed here. Interestingly, traces
of very small pieces of copper oxide and shapeless bronze objects were
found both inside and outside the device. It is believed that this device
was used for the primary processing of metal.

To the west of this hearth, the remains of a rectangular building with
walls up to 1 m thick have been cleared. Due to this feature, the building
differs from the buildings found in the monuments of the Early Bronze
Age. Only part of the eastern and southern walls of the building are into
the excavation area. The wall is made of raw brick (Fig. 33). The walls of
the building are plastered with mud about 5 cm thick inside and out. The
plaster contains a mixture of crushed plants and straw. As the wall conti-
nues to the bottom of the cultural layer, it has not yet been possible to de-
termine its height. During the 2010 excavations, only the top 40-50 cm of
the walls were cleaned. The interior of this building was also badly burned.
The precence of burnt pieces of wood inside the ash remains suggests that
a lightweight structure covering the roof of the building burned. It is im-
possible to determine the purpose of the building. Various ceramics, ma-
inly small pieces of pottery and miniature pottery were found inside the
building. An anthropomorphic clay figurine was found behind its southern
wall. Inside the building, a remnant of another wall is traced parallel to its
eastern wall. This wall seems to extend below the south wall. However, as
the research of the year was completed, it was not possible to fully deter-
mine its character and trace its relationship to the this structure (Plan 8).

In Square 6, the remains of rectangular and oval structures, the
walls of which are usually built in the width of a brick, have been cleared.
These buildings are not very high. The western side of the excavation site
is very difficult to excavate. This part consists of a solid footed adobe. On
the contrary, the east side was not only easy to excavate, butalso burned.
Fragments of large jars, animal bones and parts of two small miniature
horse-shoe shaped hearths were found at this excavation site. These
hearths differ from other movable hearths devices, found from other
Early Bronze Age monuments of Nakhchivan, in shape and size.

Itis an interesting fact that the remains of circular and rectangular
structures were found together in the excavation area. Because, until re-
cently, there was an opinion that rectangular buildings belong to the
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Eneolithic period and circular buildings to the Early Bronze Age, and
traces of rectangular buildings are found again in the later stages of the
Kura-Araxes culture. However, researchs in Makhta [ confirms that in all
stages of the Early Bronze Age, and especially in the early stages, along
with circular structures, rectangular structures were used. Also, the
walls of rectangular buildings are wider. It is likely that the circular and
rectangular structures of Makhta I were distinguished from each other
only by their functional features.

Pottery: Along with the classic black-polished pottery, which is one
of the distinctive features of the Kura-Araxes culture, parts of brown,
gray, red and a mixture of their different shades, polished pottery are
obtained from Makhta I. The clay of most of the pots contains fine sand.
During the preparation of a small part of the pottery, stone pieces was
added to the clay. Ceramics of this composition are found in the transition
period of Nakhchivan from the Late Eneolithic to the Early Bronze Age.

Most pottery is characterized by the fact that their necks are pain-
ted in different colors from the inside to a certain part. This condition is
more common in jars and small jars. Insideof the bowls paint and polish
are felt most.

Traditional hemispherical handles, typical of the Kura-Araxes cul-
ture, are often found on pottery. There are also samples of pottery with
different types of hemispherical handles and even rudimentary handles.

Numerous pottery products from the Early Bronze Age monument
Makhta I can be divided into 3 main groups according to their shape and
using purpose:

1. Household and agricultural ceramics.

2. Clay zoomorphic and anthropomorphic figurines.

3. Hearths devices.

It is often possible to come across large household jars inside the
ceramics of Makhta I. The clay of all of them contains sand and crushed
stone. Most of them are poorly cooked because they are thick-walled, and
therefore the black stripe is clearly visible in the cross-sections. The colour
of the clay is gray and reddish. The outer surface of some of them is
painted black and well polished, and the inside is smoothed. All large jars
of this type are made by a simple method. Their necks are painted with
different colours from the inside to the part that can be seen horizontally.

The necks of narrow-necked jars are high and cylindrical. Relati-
vely wide-necked jars are also found. Sometimes a thin scratch or em-
bossed line borders the joint between the neck and the body.

A hole was drilled in the base of one of the jars known from Makhta
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I before the pot was baked. This custom is more common in pottery of
the Middle and Late Bronze Ages. A hole of this shape was drilled in the
base of a large jar obtained from the inside of one of the graves opened
in the Garabulag necropolis. Most likely, this type of large jars contained
grain, and the holes in the bases were made to prevent rot.

Several household jars obtained from Makhta [ and belonging to the
last stages of the Kura-Araxes culture attract attention. One of them has
a tall cylindrical neck. However, its neckis very narrow, and reminds the
Middle Bronze Age jars.

The cylindrical neck of the second household jar is surrounded by
a convex belt. The shoulder of it is sharply swollen and resembles a kind
ofballoon shape. This ball-shaped jars, is also characteristic of the Middle
Bronze Age.

The outer surface and neck of another household jar are painted
black and polished on the inside. The neck is high, cylindrical, the rim is
bulging outwards. The part where the throat neck and the body join is
bordered by 4 embossed lines. The body is also decorated in this way.

The large household jar obtained during the excavations of 1988-89
differs from the others in its shape. Although it has thick walls, it is well
smoothed and the outer surface is polished. Bulging of the body is not no-
ticed. The neck begins to narrow upwards. The rim is slightly rolled back-
wards. The inside of the neck has been painted red and black. At the rim
there are two triangular protrusions on opposite sides of each other. The
outer surface is covered with delicate embossed patterns. Two parallel li-
nesare drawn at the bottom of the neck. The end of the geometric patterns
drawn on the neck ends with spirals. There are 3 vertical lines on both
ends of the front of the body. The distance between them has been deco-
rated the same as in the neck. The height of the neck of this jar is 12 cm,
the diameter of the mouth is 37 cm. Occasionally there are jars with a dia-
meter of more than 50 cm at the mouth. In our opinion, this fact once again
proves that the inhabitants of Makhta I had a sedentary lifestyle.

The most common pottery from Makhta I is small jugs. The clays of
all of them contain various impurities - sand and stone fragments. The
same technique was used in the preparation of this type of dishes - a
simple method. All are well smoothed. Some of themare polished with
black, brown and gray slip. Occasionally there are jugs with heels or sun-
ken bases. They all have hemispherical handles.

The body and neck of some of the small jugs are separated by a em-
bossed line. In the other group, the surface of the mouth and neck were
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decorated with a comb from the inside. The handles of some of the medi-
um-sized jugs obtained during the excavations of Makta I are elbow-sha-
ped. A triangular hole was drilled in the upper part of several handles.
Likely, this is connected with people's worldview.

Some of the jugs have circular fingerprints of potter on the inside
and inside part of the base. Most likely, these jugs were made using a
simple pottery wheel. These types of jugs are predominantin the archeo-
logical materials of the ancient settlement Makhta .

Among the most widely used pottery of the settlement, the small
boilers (¢6lmak) have a special place. The lower part of the body of the
small boilers used for cooking has been often additionally plastered. The
bodiesare convex and the necks are short. The bases of all the small boi-
lers are flat and smooth. The rim and the lower part of the neck are con-
nected by hemispherical handles. Simple patterns of different shapes are
found on the some small boilers. The layer of soot found on the small boi-
lers confirms that they are kitchen pots.

Another group of kitchen ceramics of Makhta I consists of boilers.
They are in the minority. They were darkened because they stayed on the
hearth for a long time. The bases of the boilers are flat and wide, the bo-
dies are slightly convex, and the necks are relatively narrow. Boilers with
straight rims usually have two opposite handles. The black layer on the
surface of certain groups of boilers is very easy to separate. It is likely
that additional plaster was applied to prevent strong fumes.

The bowls are also in the majority among the ceramics of Makhta I.
The bowls can be divided into two groups according to their shape. The
bases of the first group of bowls are flat and wide, the sides widening
upwards. Most of them are small. Relatively large bowls are also found.
Some of them have triangular protrusions on the rims. Vertical holes were
drilled on these protrusions, and this practice continues in the Middle
and Late Bronze Age pottery. These types of bowls differ in color. Most
of them are brown and red polished.

The bowls included in the second group are distinguished from the
first only by the structure of their bodies. Their bodies are mostly sphe-
rical. The rims of all these types of bowls fold outwards. The neck parts
are painted in different colors on the inside. Small handles or imitations
of them are found on spherical bowls. In the bowls of Makhta I settle-
ment, these handles are sometimes replaced by pseudo-handles or trian-
gular protrusions. Some triangular protrusions have vertical holes.

Interestingly, a certain group of spherical bowls have been decora-
ted in different ways. Patterns have been drawn all around the bowls. They
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consists of triangles, rhombuses, spirals, dots, dashed lines, and so on.

Asin all the Early Bronze Age monuments of Nakhchivan, in Makhta
[ different shaped and sized lids is in the majority among pottery. The
clay of all of them contains sand, as in the pots of this period. Good and
poorly baked lids are yellow, gray, brown, black, red, and surfaces some
ofthem have been polished.

The lids of the early stages of the Kura-Araxes culture are disc-sha-
ped and both faces are flat and smooth. Sometimes one side of them is
relatively convex. In the next stage of development, more complex sha-
ped lids are found. Most of them are disc-shaped and the lower parts are
smooth. The upper part consists of concentric circles stepped towards
the center. Most lids have a concentric circular groove on them. Most of
them have hemispherical handles at the top, in a circular depression.
Sometimes a vertical hole was drilled near the handles of the lids during
the preparing process. Such a lid was obtained from Makhta I during the
2011 excavations. In our opinion, the lids with holes on them were used
to cover the mouths of dishes used for cooking. These holes are most
likely opened for providing to escape steam.

A small lid derived from Makhta I has a tubular protrusion with ho-
rizontal and vertical cross-holes on the convex top. A vertical hole was
drilled on the lid. The lid with a tubular protrusion in the center was
found at the Yanik Tepe monument in Iran (52, p.94, fig. 39, 16).

A disc-shaped lid obtained from Makhta I settlementhad been de-
corated with scratched angles. Due to these features, Nakhchivan lids are
exactly the same as the lids of the Karaz monument located in the terri-
tory of Eastern Anatolia decorated with the method of scratching (71,
p.399, a.87).

One of the lids, obtained from the ancient settlement Makhta [, has
a very interesting handle. The handle has three feet (props). The upper
part of the feet (props) is round and the center is slightly concave. This
handle repeats the lid, which is known from Shengavit for its shape (51,
p.119, fig.73).

Another hemispherical handle has four handles, not two like the
other handles. This typed handle is still unknown from the Early Bronze
Age monuments.

Despite the fact that some of the pots that appeared in the Early
Bronze Age were lost in later historical periods, the lids are still used in
Azerbaijan.

Frying pans can also be mentioned among the kitchen ceramics ob-
tained from the settlement. Although the clay of some of the frying pans
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of Makhta I is poorly kneaded, it is mostly well-baked, gray, brown, black,
yellowish. Inside of some of them are painted black and polished. The
bottoms are wide and smooth, the edges are low.

The sides of some of the frying pans obtained from the ancient sett-
lement Makhta I are decorated with the method of scratching.

Analogues of frying pans are derived from Amiranis-gora (52, p.63,
fig 21, 9), Shengavit (54, tab. XVIII, 4, 5), Upper Gunib (46, p.184, fig.63),
Lugovoye (28, p.98) and other monuments.

According to R.M.Munchayev, frying pans were used for roasting
cereals (54, p.121).

According to O.H.Habibullayev, they were used for baking bread
(23, p.132). Agreeing with this opinion, it should be noted that they were
most likely used on round hearths.

Itis interesting that the frying pans were used for a long time after
the Early Bronze Age and. The discovery of various shaped frying pans in
the monuments of antiquity of Azerbaijan confirms our opinion (18, tab.
XX, 6-10).

Sometimes very small, hand-made, asymmetrical miniature dishes
are obtained from settlement, which remind children's toys. One of these
small miniature dishes is reddish-brown. There is a small circular prot-
rusion near the rim. A vertical hole was drilled on the protrusion. Poorly
polished. It is made of sand mixed clay. The surface is rough. The rim is
slightly inclined outwards.

One small miniature gray pot attracts attention. It remind Eneolit-
hic pot for its shape. The rim is slightly inclined outwards, the body is
slightly convex. A weak embrossed line separate the neck and the body.
The bottom was probably oval or very narrow, as in Chalcolithic pots.

Another small miniature pot, which rim is slightly inclined
outwards, with a diameter of 8 cm. It has a vertical tumor on its body.

The patterned ceramics of Makhta I settlement attract attention
and are generally distinguished among Early Bronze Age monuments of
Nakhchivan by this feature. The patterns are designed by combing,
scratching, embossing and connellur methods and consist of various geo-
metric figures.

The combing of the surface of the mouth and neck of the pottery of
Maktha I probably has a decorative character. The decoration of pottery
surface by this method has been found in Azerbaijan since the Eneolithic
period. Such pottery parts are often found from Kultepe I (23), Ovchular
tepesi (72, p.31-87), Sadarak (27), Khalaj (26) among the Eneolithic pe-
riod ceramics. In Makhta [, in the upper layers of the cultural layer, traces
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of the comb tool are found only in certain parts of the pots (on the surface
of the mouth, inside the neck) and differ from the ceramics of the previ-
ous period by their relatively neat drawings.

The surface of 80% of the pottery obtained from certain parts of the
settlement, especially from the excavation site of 1988-89, is patterned.
In the last stage, the surface of the potshave been patterned in different
ways and shapes (17, p.93, fig.6). The neck of some of the pots has deco-
rated with scratching patterns, and the body with embossed patterns. At
this stage, the cannelure method was used more. Now not only the visible
fronts of the pots, but all around have decorated with patterns. The pat-
terning of all arounds of the pots is more typical for the later Middle and
Late Bronze Ages. The neck of some pots has been decorated with scratc-
hing patterns, the body with embossed patterns.

The most common pattern motif in Makhta I is spirals. These types
of patterns are known from Baba-Dervish (41, tab. XXV, 1-8), Ozni (64,
tab. XVII, 1), Amiranis-gora (64, Tab. XIX, 2), Karaz (71, p.403), Goytapa
(67, RLIII, 45) and other monuments. Along with a number of features,
spiral patterns are also considered one of the characteristic features of
the Early Bronze Age (34, p.12; 39, p.57).

There are different opinions and considerations about the meaning of
spiral patterns. Some researchers consider that the spiral is a symbolic sign
ofa snake (60, p.169). According to another group of researchers, spiral pat-
terns are associated with the belief in the sun (42, p.15; 37, p.18).

According to K.H.Kushnareva and T.N.Chubinishvili, “... the spiral
associated with the belief in fertility reflects the sun, which is a symbol
of eternal movement. The double spirals connected in different forms are
a symbol of the tree of life”(52, p.166). According to another view of
them, the double spirals connected to each other by a vertical pierced
line resemble the upper part of the head of horned animal (52, p.166).

To tell what the spiral means and what beliefs it is associated with,
it is expedient to follow the dynamics of their development. The most
archaic form of spirals is found in the archaeological monuments of
Nakhchivan during the transition from the Eneolithic to the Early Bronze
Age. One of the earliest forms of this pattern is found on a piece of gray
pottery known from Ovchulartepesi. Starting from one base, two const-
ruction strips rise up and fold to the sides. This shape reminds head of
ram (2, Table X, I). A similar pattern repeated on several pieces of pottery
known from Kultapa II (2, Table IX, 3; Table X, 3, 6, 7). In another frag-
ment known from Kultapa Il, in addition to repeating the same form, con-
centric grooves have already been carved here, as in the horn of ram
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(2, Tab., 4, 7). This fact once again proves that the spiral patterns are a
symbol of the horned animal - the ram.

Interestingly, in the Early Bronze Age the symbol of the ram was
used not only in patterns, but also in clay and stone zoomorphic figuri-
nes, hearths, etc. examples of material culture. Small ram figurines car-
ved from tuff stone and made of clay were found in Makhta I. The stone-
carved ram figurine differs from the rams, widespread in Azerbaijan in
the Middle Ages, only its small size. These facts prove once again that in
the Early Bronze Age, the belief in a ram had a special place in the ideo-
logical worldview of the people. It is not accidental that the fact of sacri-
fice of domestic animals in the territory of Azerbaijan in the Early Bronze
Age is also known (14, p.34).

A group of researchers rightly notes that an ox and a ram were the
main belief totems of the Kura-Araxes culture tribes (52, p.111).

In the last stage of the Early Bronze Age, spiral patterns adopted
new geometric additions and partially lost their primary essence. This
type of patterns predominates over the pottery of Makhta I settlement.
Their closest analogues are known from Shengavit (51, tab. XXIX, 4; XXX,
2, 3) and Eastern Anatolia monument Karaz (71, p. 403).

Some researchers rightly point out that spiral patterns are formed
on a local background. Spiral patterns are alien to the Maykop culture
tribes material-cultural monuments of the northern neighbors of the Ku-
ra-Araxes culture tribes (54, p.80).

E.ILKrupnov and R.M.Munchayev note that the spiral pattern is not
typical for Iranian and Mesopotamian art (49, p.39; 53, p.11).

Although T.N.Chubinishvili noted that there are some similarities
between the relief crane and spiral patterns found in the Kura-Araxes
culture monuments and the depiction of "flying birds" and "tree of life"
found in the archeological materials of Syalk III, it is noted that the relief
ornaments found in the early stages of Kura-Araxes culture are based on
the pierced ornaments of the previous stage and they are associated with
the belief in the fertility of the ancient farming tribes" (63, p.11).

Recent archaeological excavations confirm that the spiral patterns
were characteristic of the Early Bronze Age monuments of Nakhchivan,
formed on the basis of local Eneolithic culture and have an interesting
development way. Spiral motifs are also found in Gamigaya petroglyphs
in Nakhchivan.

One of the most common types of patterns in Makhta I is geometric
patterns drawn by scratching. These patterns were scratched on wet clay
with a thin and sharp tool before baking. However, sometimes such
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patterns were scratched on baked pots. Scracth patterns are usually
drawn on the neck of small pots, such as jugs, bowls, etc. Along with stra-
ight lines, triangles, rectangles and rhombuses are found. Sometimes
geometrically spirals are run into.

A number of methods used in the last stage of the Early Bronze Age
in the patterning of clay products (scratching, pierced, incised, etc.) were
improved in the Middle Bronze Age and gained new technological met-
hods and motives. (8, p.14).

Clay oil lamps includedin widely used items in connection with fire
and hearth in the Early Bronze Age. Oil lamps obtained from Makhta [ are
gray-brown and the outsides are poorly smoothed. The foot part is
cylindrical and has a flat bottom, and the oil lamp part is cup (goblet)-
shaped. There is a small groove in the center of the cup (goblet)-shaped
oil lamp part. Most likely, wick was put on the groove. The height is 5.5-8 cm.
Diameters are 4.5-6 cm on the bottom and 8-13 cm on the mouth.

Although the oil lamps differ from each other in certain features,
they consisted mainly of two parts. First, the upper partis all cup-shaped.
Although the second parts differed from each other, they were mainly
cylindrical and played the role of a bottom.

According to V.H.Aliyev, various vegetable oils were burned in the
upper part of the oil lamps and as a result the apartments were illumina-
ted. In our opinion, this idea is approprite to the truth. Because some
small mortar and pestles are found from most of the Early Bronze Age
monuments and the possibility of extracting vegetable oils into them is
convincing.

The analogy of oil lamps has not known yet. One clay item known
from Goytapa monument in southern Azerbaijan repeats the oil lamps of
Nakhchivan for its shape. However, B.Brown suggests that they are may
be traces (67, p.140, fig.323).

The Early Bronze Age ceramics of Makhta [ also included round, flat
clay objects. The clay items of the first group are made of fragments of
pots. The thickness of objects with a diameter of 2 cm to 9 cm is 0.5-2 cm.
Numerous such objects, as well as their stone samples, were found in a
small excavation site in Maxta I settlement (9, p. 16).

Round clay objects were also found in Gobustan (15, p.53), Gunib (46,
p.181), Lugovoye settlements (54, p.121). They are also known from the
Luki-Vrublevetsky monument in Ukraine (32, p.201). According to S.N.Bibikov
and R.M.Munchayev, they were used as game stones (54, p.121).

According to F.Muradova, a certain game was performed by moving
them on the cells registered by [.M.Jafarzadeh in Gobustan and called
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“checkers-checkers” game (36, p.21-22) (15, p.54). We can agree with
these thoughts.

Seecond group includes several round objects made of clay mixed
with fine sand. They are all gray and unbaked. Such items were not
known from the Kura-Araxes culture monuments studied so far. Among
the monuments of Nakhchivan, to this day, they are found only in Makhta
I settlement. They differ from the previous group in their size. All of them
are small in diameter (1-1.5 cm).

Both sides of one of them are sunken and only one side of the others
is sunken. In the other, both surfaces are smooth. Analogues of this type
of stone were also found in Makhta Il settlement.

Hangings derived from Makhta I are divided into two groups accor-
ding to their shape. The hangings, which include in the first group, are
made directly from raw materials. None of these gray hangings have
been baked. These shaped hangings were found in the Neolithic layer of
Yanigtepe (56, p. 255, fig. 59) and in the Early Bronze Age layer of Khiza-
naant-Gora (44, p. 111, 26, fig.7).

All of the hangings in the first group were used directly as decora-
tive hangings. The traces of friction around the holes opened on them
prove our opinion once again.

Although the second group of hangings have different shapes, they
are all made of gray clay and not baked. They are usually conical and they
are mostly made of bone. Itis believed that this type of hangings had been
used in weaving (23, p.139). They may had been needed to hang threads
on primitive looms used by Early Bronze Age weavers.

Wheel models derived from Makhta | are made of fine sand mixed
clay, and they are gray, brown and black. The ball part of all of them is
bulging on both sides. Horizontal holes are drilled in the ball parts. Dia-
meters are 3-10 cm, thickness in ball parts is 1-4 cm. The surface of most
of them is smoothed.

The cart wheel model obtained during the 2011 excavations from
Makhta I is notable for its large size. This cartwheel model is the widest
diameter (11 cm.) model known from Nakhchivan so far.

Analogues of wheel models are found in Baba-Dervish (10, p.97,
fig. 6-8), Shengavit, Garni (57, p.38; 58, fig. 174), Velikend (45, t.I, p.124,
tab. 1, 6), Jamikend (47, p.35, fig.8), Goytapa (67, p.48, fig.13, 1438,
1453), Yanigtepe (69, p.I, XXIV). The carts found in Trialeti mounds have
this type, but large wheels (50, p. 95). Models of houses built on carts
were found in Mingachevir ancient settlement, which also have this type
of small wheels (53, p.5; 8, p. 98-101).
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The fact that the cart wheel models were obtained from the Eneo-
lithic layer of Kultapa I proves that the cart was known to the local tribes
not later than the first stage of the Early Bronze Age. On the one hand,
the expansion of economic relations with the Middle East, on the other
hand, the domestication of trailers (oxen, horses) has necessitated the
using of carts. The cart, which entered the agricultural life of people in
the last Eneolithic period, remained unchanged for a long time.

Trays (plate base) were obtained from Makhta I settlement, selec-
ted for their variety of shapes and perfection of preparation. Trays, which
are low, round,middle parts are empty, dominate. These types of trays
(bases) are distinguished by their colour. Most of them are painted red.
The walls of some of them narrow upwards and resemble a triangle in
cross sections.

Another group of trays (bases) is rectangular. Trays, which made of
sand mixed clay, unevenly baked, are brown, gray, walls are narrowed
towards upward. The upper smooth parts are stepped.

One of these bases, found in Makhta I, was painted black and polis-
hed. All corners are protruding outwards in the form of a wide broad belt.
On one side of outside there is a beam-shaped pattern drawn by printing
form (9, p.13).

One of these type bases is known from Goytapa. However, it has
horizontal holes on its sides (67, pl. I1I, 8).

In our opinion, the cup (goblet)-shaped trays played the role of a
chair. They had to keep the fire on the hearths for a long time and keep
the meal inside the pots warm. It is impossible to say sure thought about
rectangular and round bases.

Zoomorphic clay figurines was also obtained from Makhta I settle-
ment. All the figurines are made of fine sand mixed clay and skillfully pre-
pared. Colours are gray, black, red. Until 2006, 4 of the 7 figurines known
from Makhta [ were bulls, and the others were rams, cows and horses. As
a result of research in 2009-2012 thirty three figurine was obtained.

The back part, horns and nose of a bull figurine were broken. The
height of the figurine is 2.7 cm. The head of the bull is pointed forward,
its horns are crescent-shaped, and its legs are parallel and described in
motion. There is a horizontal hole on the neck. This sign is found in most
clay figurines. Four small dotted grooves are carved on the left side in the
form of an arch. These grooves, arranged side by side in the vertical
direction, look like a crescent sign (2, tab. XXXIX, 34). According to this
feature, the figurine of Makhta I is identical with the figurines known
from the K3 layer of Goytapa (67, PL.V, 1188, 1193). The grooves on the
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Goytapa figurines are arranged vertically in the same way as on the
Makhta I figurine - on the left side of the body, above the front leg. Even
the eyes and nose of one of these figurines are given with holes (67, fig. 13,
1181). However, the Goytepe figurine differs slightly in the number and
arrangement of points. Clay bull figurines are obtained from Baba-Dervish
(40, p.77), Uzuntepe (26, p.38), Gunashtapa, Garakopektepe, Shomulu
Tepe (14, p.28), Kultepe (58, p.176), Trialeti (50, p.110), Amiranis gora
(62, p.98), Goytapa (67, pl.V, 1188,1193; fig.13, 1181), Tepe gavr (75,
p.165, pl.XXXII) and so on. The image of the bull is known from the Stone
Age to the presentday (61, p. 26).

One of the interesting clay figurines known from the Early Bronze Age
monuments of Nakhchivan is a horse figurine found in Makhta I. It is black-
brown and the surface is poorly polished. His head and body were broken,
only his neck and front legs remained. The legs are contiguous and narrow
downwards. At the back of the neck there is a stripe reminiscent crest (2,
tab XXXIX, 40). Horse figurines were found between archaeological materials
of Shengavit (38, p.13, fig.6, 2-4) and Karaz (71, p. 399, {ig.97).

Researchers have expressed different and interesting ideas about
the purpose of making zoomorphic clay figurines. According to B.B.Piot-
rovsky and O.H.Habibullayev, as the bull figurines were made to join
small cart models, holes were drilled in their necks (23, p.142; 66).

A.Alakbarov notes that "itis likely that the holes in the necks of the
figurines were intended for passing a ropethrough" (25, p.13).

In our opinion, the holes drilled in the necks of the bull figurines
were not drilled at all to join them to the cart models or to pass a rope.
These holes could also not be associated with huntingrites. Also, none of
the small models of numerouscart wheels, derivedfrom the Early Bronze
Age monuments, have traces of friction indicating the holding of the axis
in the horizontal holeof the ball part.

Clay bull figurines, as noted by a number of researchers, were related
to the religious ideological ideas, views and agricultural life of the ancient
tribes living in this area (57, p.35; 58, p.176; 19, p.74; 42, p.41; 25, p.14).

R.M.Munchayev notes that "“... Bull worship was widespread in a
large area from the Mediterranean to the Caucasus... In the Caucasus, this
belief reached a particularly high level of development" (54, p.126).

Early Bronze Age tribes regarded cattle as a symbol of strength, po-
wer and productivity and worshiped it. In this regard, they made clay bull
figurines. There is a trace of friction inside, not on the edges of the hole
on the neck of the bull figurine derived from Makhta (if it was hung from
the neck with a thread, there must have been friction traces on the edges
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of the hole). Apparently, some of these figurines were used as amulet by
holding a bronze wire. It should be noted that clay figurines were not
always worn around the neck as amulets. They could be used in certain
ceremonies. It is also possible to speculate that such figurines were kept
in a proper place, strung in a thin metal axis, in a temple, where a certain
religious rite was performed in connection with fertility. It is interesting
fact that the clay figurines derived from the Makhta I settlement were
obtained directly from a certain part of the settlement. Also, the place
where the figurines were obtained was severely burned. Various shaped
clay hearth devices were found nearby. It is likely that there were religious
buildings in this area.

According to O.H.Habibullayev, the figurines were thrown after
breaking during special ceremonies related to cattle-breeding (23, p.143).
Not all the clay figurines known from Makta [ have been broken. Appa-
rently, some of the clay figurines were broken by accident.

In the IV-III millennia BC, along with farming, cattle-breeding began
to play a special role in the agricultural life of the Kura-Araxes culture
tribes. According to a number of researchers, modern domestic animals
were domesticated in the Middle East, Europe and the Caucasus during
the Neolithic period (29, p.37). In the Early Bronze Age, the social divisi-
on of labour was fully formed in connection with the separation of cattle-
breeding from farming. The large number of osteological remains prove
that each tribe had its own herdin the period under study. Herds include
cattle in the early stages of the Kura-Araxes culture, and in the later stages
sheep, goats and etc. formed a majority.

During this period, cattle was also used as a trailer power (32, p.86;
40, p.77; 11, p.48; 59, p.6; 35, p.4).

Undoubtedly, population growth and rising economic demand requi-
red applyinga new form in farming. The transition to plough farming, which
is the most developed method in farming, began at this time (52, p.106; 37,
p.14; 34, p.45; 42, p.119; 11, p.47) and towards the end of the Early Bronze
Age, it began to dislodge hoe farming. RM.Munchayev rightly notes that
farming played a very important role in the economic development of the
Kura-Araxes culture tribes. During the Early Bronze Age, all areas suitable
for farming of the Caucasus were appropriated (55, p.378).

In our opinion, since the Early Bronze Age, people began to use hor-
ses as trailer and mean of transportation. The horse figurine found in
Makhta I proves this idea. B.B.Piotrovsky notes: "The northern provinces
of Central Asia, bordering on the Caucasus, have been known in the East
for their horse herds from ancient times" (67, p.77).
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The increasing dominance of small horned animals (sheep, goats,
etc.) in cattle-breeding and the using of domesticated horses as a mean
of transportation have also influenced the change in the form of cattle-
breeding. From the middle of the Early Bronze Age, semi-nomadic cattle-
breeding began to dominate (48, p.311). It would be more accurate to
explain the spread of the Early Bronze Age tribes over a wider area in the
[II millennium BC.

The hearths derived from Makhta Thave special importance. In
general, various forms of hearthswere widespread in the Early Bronze
Age and they are considered one of the characteristic features of the
Kura-Araxes culture.

F.Muradova and G.Ismayilov divided the hearths, known from the
territory of Azerbaijan, into 5 groups according to their forms: 1. Stra-
ight-walled, round hearths; 2. Circular hearths with triangular protrusi-
ons; 3. Horse-shoeshaped hearths; 4. Rectangular hearths with horn-sha-
ped protrusions; 5. Cylindrical hearths (16, p.55-56).

The hearths found during archaeological excavations at the ancient
settlement Makhta I consist of circular and horse-shoe shaped hearths.
Unlike large-sized braziers (hearths), small-sized braziers (hearths) are
more common. Small round hearthswere found inside the houses in
Makhta I. This typed hearthsare installed in a digged hole in the floor of
the house, so the outer surface buried in the ground is rough. This typed
hearths were found in the center of the round houses cleaned in squares
1-4 and square 6. Interestingly, such round hearths are found only in
round houses. This typed hearthesare not found in square houses.

According to O.Habibullayev, these hearthes were used to heat the
room. Fire was not burnt inside them, they were filled only with incan-
descent charcoal. Because the soot on the hearths is not so noticeable
(19, p.69). However, O.Habibullayev noted that round hearths were also
used for worship (23, p.103). The presence of circular cavities, which are
a symbol of the Sun, in the broad belt-shaped part of the rims of most
hearths confirms the idea that they were used during religious ceremo-
nies (13, p.36).

Round hearths are typical for all monuments of the Kura-Araxes
culture, along with Makhta I settlement. The analogues of such hearths
areknown from Kultapa I and II (23, p.134; 22, p.158), Ashagi Dasharkh
(3, XVII tab 12 p.23), Arabyengija settlements which are located in
Nakhchivan, as well as Babadervish, Gobustan (16, p.56), Arevik (60,
p.163-164), Amiranis Gora (52, photo 2110).

Other hearths from the Makhta I settlementare horse-shoe shaped.
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Along with the classical forms of such hearths derived from other monu-
ments, at the same time, some of them have completely different charac-
teristics. (20, p.31-39). The middle protrusions of the obtained hearths
have different shapes. These protrusions are rectangular, conical, cylind-
rical or anthropomorphic. A hearth from Makhta I is brownish-red. Sand
was mixed to the clay. It has a rounded protrusion on the inside and a
hemispherical handle on the outside, which is typical for the Kura-Araxes
culture. These handles are oval in older hearths, and fully hemispherical
in later ones (23, p.79). Both ends of the horse-shoe shaped devices look
like human foot. A protrusion resembling a human ankle was also fixed
on the inside of the most of the devices. This typed hearthswereknownf-
rom most Early Bronze Age settlements, including Kultapa I and II (22,
p.165, Fig. 7.7), Makhta I and II, Shortepa (24, p.254; 6, p.257), Arabyen-
gija (2, p. 78), Ashagi Dasharkh (3, p.23) monuments in Nakhchivan, as
well as Baba-Dervish (16, p.60), Garakopektepe (13, p.34), Gunashtapa
(16, p.56), Arevik (60, p.165, Fig. 6, 1-7), Garni, in the monuments of Kars
region of Eastern Anatolia, Saritkamis, Karaz and etc.

The front protrusion of the horse-shoe shaped hearth found inside
the rectangular building adjacent to the circular house in 1-4 square from
the ancient settlement Maxta I is decorated with interesting anthropo-
morphic elements. These decorative elements resemble the human face,
the mouth and eyes are circular groove, and the nose is elongated. It is
interestingly that this symbolic content is also reflected in a relatively
small form adjacent to it.

An analogue of the example of a horse-shoe shaped hearth found in
Makhta I has never been found in the Kura-Araxes culture monuments of
Azerbaijan. Similar to it is known only from Karaz, Pulur, Guzelova sett-
lements in Anatolia. This typed hearths are also found in the Kirbet-Kerak
monuments (76, pp.11-16; 74, pp.196-217).

F.Muradova and G.Ismayilov note that the horse-shoe shaped he-
arths were made during religious ceremonies (16, p.65), and M.Alakba-
rova notes that some of their samples were made in connection with the
fire rite and used during religious ceremonies (7, p.21). In our opinion,
the horse-shoe shaped hearths are associated with the image of a man
who is a protector of fire and have been associated with the deification
of the image of a man (2, p.81).

The emergence of horse-shoe shaped hearths is associated with a
number of changes in the daily life, religious and ideological views and
traditions of the Kura-Araxes culture tribes living in the Early Bronze
Age. Fire is considered a symbol of holiness. His protection was related
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to the man who is owner of the family. The decoration of the hearths with
anthropomorphic elements means that the hearth of the home is blessed
by the man.

At the same time, it is not accidental that hearths decorated with
human images are painted red. Red dye was used to denote the immor-
tality, permanence, majesty and power of man (2, p.82).

It is very interesting that three stone idols were found in the area
of the circular temple, which was cleared in 1988 in Makhta I settlement.
These idols, ranging in height from 87 to 95 cm, are lined up in a row, and
a horse-shoe shaped hearth was placed in the center. These idols are also
remindsthe image of a man, which was most likely associated with the
deification of the image of the head of the family - the man.

Interestingly, horse-shoe shaped hearths, which appeared in the
[V-III millennia BC, are still used in a number of regions of Azerbaijan,
including Nakhchivan in household. It is likely that over time, the impor-
tance of these hearths in relation to certain beliefs was forgotten and
turned into absolutely household appliances.

The complex researches carried out in Makhta I in recent years have
allowed to reconsider the chronology of monuments of the same period.
Rudimentary handles, triangular protrusions are often came across in
the pottery of Makhta I settlement, and the analogues are known from
Baba-Dervish (41, p.29, tab., IV, 8, 9), Karaz (71, p.402), Zulfubulag and
Chaldiran plain (68, p.171, 187) settlements of Eastern Anatolia and Goy-
tapa (67, p.55, fig.14, 1102). The analysis of coal taken from the K3 layer
of Goytapa, where handles without holes were found, shows 2574+146
years BC (R-199) (70, p.248). The analysis of coal taken from the upper
layers of Makhta I dates back to 3316-2931 BC (66, pp.82-87). Interes-
tingly, the results of the analysis of the lower layers of Kultapa Il show
the same history. Considering that the analysis were taken only from the
upper 2 m layer of the cultural layer in Makhta I and the presence of at
least 3 m layer below it, it is possible to say that the settlement was formed
from the beginning of the IV millennium BC of Kura-Araxes culture. The
results of recent research on the Ovchulartepesi monument allow us to
say that the Kura-Araxes culture was formed in the territory of Nakhchivan
from the end of the 5th millennium BC (73, p.53-100). This chronology is
still the oldest chronology for the monuments of Kura-Araxes culture and
once again confirms that Nakhchivan was one of the initial initialcenters
of culture.
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