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Azarbaycan-iran siyasi alagalarinin hazirki durumu
va perspektivlari

Masiaga Mahommadi'

iran islam Respublikasi ilo miinasibatlor miistagil Azarbaycanin xarici
siyasatindo daim Gnomli yer tutmus, prioritet istigamatlordan birini togkil
etmigdir. Bu 6nam, siibhasiz, bir sira tarixi-madani, geosiyasi va geoiqtisadi
amillorls sartlonmisdir.

Oton dovr arzinda iki 6lka arasinda miinasibatlor heg do hamiso hamar
va birxatli saciyya dagimasa da, har iki dovlatin siyasi elitasinda miistarok
tarixi-modoni irse, @imumi monafelora istinadla olagalorin mehriban
qonsuluq vo qarsiigh faydali amokdaghq c¢argivesinde qurulmasi va
inkisafina osaslanan baxig Ustiinlik togkil etmigdir. Bagqa sozlo, iki
6lka arasinda miinasibatlorin tarixinda enis-yoxuslar, farqli yanagmalar,
miioyyan soyuqluq vo hatta garginlik dévrlari olsa da, biitovlikkdo siyasi,
iqtisadi, madeni vo humanitar slagalor qarsiligh maraglar asasinda inkisaf
etmis vo genislonmigdir.

Olbotto, bir sira amillor ikitorafli miinasibatloro davamlh tosir
gostormigdir. ki 6lkonin siyasi sistemlori arasindaki farglor, onlarin
xarici siyasat kursundaki miixtolifliklor, Xozor donizinin hiiquqi statusu
kimi masalalor zaman-zaman alaqgalari sinaga ¢okmigdir. Ugiincii 61ka ilo
alagalor, konkret desak, Iranin Azarbaycan arazilorinin 20%-ni isgal etmis
Ermonistanla, Azarbaycanin isa Israillo amokdasli ikitarafli miinasibatlora
tosirsiz Otlismomigdir. Har iki torofds haqqinda g¢ox damgilan miigtorak
madoni-tarixi irs, no gador paradoksal goriinsa do, bozan ixtilaflara va
fikir ayriliglarina sabab olmusdur. Lakin timuman, geyd olundugu kimi,
miinasibatlorda real siyasoto sdykonon saglam diisiinca tstiinlik togkil
etmis, qargihqli maraglara, bolgonin va biitovlikds diinyanin taleyina
masuliyyatli baxiga osaslanan siyasi tafokkiir ikitarafli alagalorin xarakterini
miiayyanlogdirmigdir.

Bu siyasotin formalagmasi vo inkisafi Azorbaycan xalqumn
timummilli lideri Heydor Oliyevin adi ilo baghdir. 1993-cii ilin iyun

1 Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Prezidenti yaninda Strateji Aragdirmalar Markazinin bag elmi isgisi, mesiaga,

mehemmedi@sam.gov.az
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ayinda Azarbaycanda yenidon hakimiyyato golon Heydar Oliyev iranla
miinasibatlorde yeni marhalonin baslangicini qoydu. Basqa sozlo, qonsu
6lka ilo halo onun Naxg¢ivanda ¢aligdigi dovrdo yaradilmig omokdashiq
modeli artiq biitiin 6lka miqgyasinda ger¢oklogdirilmoya basladi. Homin
modelin asasini imumi maraglara sdykonon torofdagliq, qarsiliqh hormat,
movcud problemlorin agiq miizakirasi togkil edirdi.

Miistaqil Azorbaycanin prezidenti kimi faaliyyatdo oldugu on il arzindo
iranla bagh biitiin goriis va ¢ixiglarinda Heydar Oliyev Azorbaycanin
«bdyitk va giidratli dovlet» kimi Iranin maraqlarimi nozors aldigin,
eyni zamanda iranin Azorbaycan dovlatinin se¢imino va inkisaf yoluna
hormatlo yanagmali oldugunu vurgulamg, tarixi-madoni olaqgalara, iki
olka xalglarini birlagdiron magamlara istinad etmisdir. Mohz bu yanagma
biitiin miibahisali masalalora rogman, ikitorafli miinasibatlorin konstruktiv
macrada inkisafini tamin etmigdir.

Bu prosesdo 2002-ci il mayin 18-20-do Heydor Oliyevin irana son
rosmi sofori xiisusi ohomiyyata malik olmusdur. Sofar zamani o, iran
rohbarliyina daxil olan soxslor, o ciimladan, ali dini lider ayatullah ©li
Xameneyi ilo miifassal miizakiralor aparmigdir. Bu sofarin yekununda
ikitorafli miinasibatlorin miixtalif saholorini ohato edon 20 sonad
imzalanmigdir. Miizakiralorin naticasi olaraq meydana ¢ixan baslica sanad
isa “Azarbaycan Respublikasi ilo Iran islam Respublikasi arasinda dostluq
va amokdasliq miinasibatlorinin prinsiplori hagqinda miigavilo™ oldu. 30
maddalik bu miiqaviloya asasan, iran Azorbaycanin arazi biitovliiyiinii
birmanali olaraq dostokloyirdi.

“Prezidentin (Heydor Oliyevin — M.M.) bu sofari iki 6lko arasindaki
biitiin miibahisali masalalori, xiisusan Xozorin statusu mosalasini
hall etmasa do, Azorbaycan-iran miinasibatlorindoki méoveud
anlagilmazhiglan aradan qaldirdi va golocok konstruktiv omokdasliq
liglin zomin yaratdi™.?

Heydor Oliyevin Iran islam Respublikasina son rasmi safarinin
ikitorafli miinasibatlor tarixinda xiisusi yer tutdugunu digor ekspertlor
da vurgulamiglar: “Tarixi ohomiyyat dastyan bu sofor zamani iki 6lka
arasinda miinasibatlora dair biitiin masalalor miizakira edildi. Toroflor bir-
birini anlamaq v amokdashg dorinlosdirmak iigiin cohdlor etdilar. ki

2 Oli Hasanov. Azarbaycanin geosiyasati. Baki, 2015, s. 369
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0lka arasinda dostluq vo amokdasliq miinasibatlorinin prinsiplori hagqinda
imzalanan miiqavila ilk boyiik hiiqugi senad idi. O, alagalari biitiin sahalorda
tanzimloyirdi. fki 6lks arasinda miinasibatlords déniis ndqtasi olan va yeni
marhalonin baglangicini qoyan bu safor zamam ikitarafli miinasibotlora,
regional masalalara, beynalxalq alagalora, eyni zamanda igtisadi, siyasi va
digor sahalara dair somarali miizakiralor kegirildi”.?

iranla miinasibatlorin xiisusi xarakterini, onun aydin prinsiplor va sabit
asaslar {izorindo qurulmasinin vacibliyini yaxsi anlayan Heydar Oliyev
bu sahado iki 6lkonin monafelorine, eloco do regionun tohliikasizliyina
yonalmis dorin strategiya isloyib hazirladi. Bunu iranin bir sira ekspertlari
da tasdiq edir vo Heydor Oliyev donaminin sonlarina dogru iki toraf arasinda
imzalanmig sanadlorin saymnin 110-a ¢atdigini xiisusi vurgulayirlar.*

Bu strategiya Heydor Oliyevin miiallifi oldugu balansh xarici siyasat
xattinin tarkib hissasi idi vo onun vafatindan sonra da ugurla davam etdirildi.
Tosadiifi deyildir ki, iran Islam Respublikasina son rosmi safori zamani
Azorbaycan prezidenti ilham Oliyev iki 6lko arasinda siyasi alagolorin
saviyyasindon mamnunlugunu ifads edorak, demigdir: “Bizim alaqalorimiz
godim tarix, modoniyyat, ortaq din osasinda qurulub. Bu méhkam tomal
asasinda biz gozol omokdasliq qurmusuq. Siyasi slagalorimiz yiiksok
saviyyadadir. Biz biitiin beynalxalq togkilatlarda bir-birimizi dastokloyirik.
Ermonistan-Azarbaycan, Daghq Qarabag miinagigosinin Azarbaycanin
arazi biitovlilyii, suverenliyi asasinda holl olunmasi istigamatinda saylarina
gora Iran Islam Respublikasina minnatdarhgimiz: bildiririk. Bu movqge
beynalxalq prinsiplora, qanuna va adalata asaslanir”.’®

Qeyd edak ki, Ermanistan-Azarbaycan, Dagliq Qarabag miinaqigosinin
ilk gaglarinda fran Dagliq Qarabag miinagisosinin nizamlanmasinda rol
almaga faal cohdlor gostormisdir. iranin Dagliq Qarabag miinagisasinda ilk
vasitagilik togabbiisii 1992-ci ilin fevral ayina tosadiif etmigdir. Homin vaxt
franin xarici iglor naziri ©li Okbar Vilayati Bakiya, Yerevana vo Qarabag
bolgasinag safarlor etmis va toraflor arasinda ataskasin alda olunmasina dair
soylor gostormigdi. Lakin fevralin 25-don 26-na kegon geca ermanilarin
Xocal1 soyqirimini tdratmasi bu soylari hego endirdi. ran tarafinin 6ziiniin

3 Musa Qasimh. Azorbaycan Respublikasinin xarici siyasati (1991-2003). I hissa. Baki, 2015, s. 605
4 (s 5l o ) a3 s sean 5 Ol a5 a0 SIS 8 - hittpy//npps.ir/ArticlePreview.aspxid=91664
(Husang Seyxi. Iran-Azarbaycan Respublikasi alagalorinin tohlili: fiirsatlor va gaginislar)

5 Azarbaycan va iran prezidentlori matbuata bayanatlarla gixig ediblor - htp:/www.president.az/articles/23006
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do etiraf etdiyi kimi, beynalxalq giiclor onun vasitagiliyino manegilik
toratmislor.®

Bununla bela, iran daim miinagiganin arazi biitdvliiyii prinsipi asasinda
dinc yolla hallina torafdar ¢ixmugdir. Bu mévqe 2016-c1 ilin aprelindo
cabha xottindo ddyiislor bag verdiyi zaman yiiksok riitbali iran rosmilori
tarofindon bir daha agiq sokildo ifado olunmugdur. iranin ali dini lideri
ayatullah Xameneyinin Qarabagi miisolman torpag adlandirmas: da
hamin movqeyin tozahiirii sayila bilor. Azarbaycan prezidenti do mahz bu
mévqeya gora iran islam Respublikasina minnatdarhigini bildirmigdir.

Onu da qeyd edak ki, bazi iddialarin oksina olaraq, Azarbaycan torafi
he¢ do Ermonistan-Azorbaycan, Daglq Qarabag miinaqisasinin ilkin
dovriinda (1992-1994-cii illards) iran islam Respublikasinin iggala maruz
galmus, kiitlovi qagqin axini ilo tizlogmis Azorbaycana gostordiyi yardimlar
unutmamigdir. Bu barado azorbaycanl tadgiqatgilarin asarlorinda kifayot
godar molumata rast golmok olar. Professor Musa Qasimlinin yazdig
kimi, “1993-cii il sentyabrin 6-da iran islam Respublikasmnin Azarbaycan
Respublikasma humanitar yardimi haqqinda protokol imzaland. fran tarafi
Ermonistanin tacaviizii naticasinda gagqin va macburi kigkiina ¢evrilmis
azorbaycanlilara etdiyi humanitar yardim artirdi. Ermonistanin iggalgihiq
siyasatinin ilk giinlorindon franin “Helal Ahmar” (Qirmiz1 Aypara) toskilati
imisli, Saath va Bilosuvar rayonlarinda cadir goharciklori qurmugdu.
Taskilat hamin ¢adirlarda yasayanlari arzaq va ilkin tolobat mallari ila
tamin edirdi. Ayotulla Xomeyni adina “Imdad” toskilati da azorbaycanl
macburi kogkiinlora yardim gostorirdi. iran 1993-cii ilin sentyabrinda
Azarbaycan Respublikasinin conubunda 55 min macburi kogkiin ligiin 7
¢adir diigorgasi qurdu”.” Bununla yanag1, “Iran torafi harbi omaliyyatlarda
yaralanmig Azarbaycan asgor vo zabitlorinin Tehran, Rogt, Tobriz, Astara
va s. goharlordoki xastoxanalarda miialicasina gorait yaratmigdi™.®

Biitiin bunlar onu gostorir ki, Azerbaycan-iran miinasibatlorinin
konstruktiv ruhda inkisafi tokco ikitorofli alagalor baximindan deyil,
regional kontekstdo do boyiik ohomiyyst dasimaqdadir. Miirokkab

6 pla AU Sl S Jla Yoy L s 4Z8Ua - hitp://www.irna.ir/fa/News/82677408 (Qarabag miinaqisasi va 20 illik
naticasiz damigiglar)

7 Musa Qasimh, Géstarilon asari, 5. 572

8  Siibhan Tahbl. Iran Islam Respublikasmnin Qafqaz siyasatinds Dagliq Qarabag problemi (1991-2005-ci illar).

Baki, 2016, s. 182-185
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geosiyasi makanda yerlagan iki 6lkanin minasibstlarindan bdlganin cari
va perspektiv durumu xeyli daracada asilidir. Mahz bu amil Gzsrinda vurgu
edan Azarbaycan prezidenti ilham Sliyev 2017-ci ilin mart ayinda Tehrana
rasmi safari zamani demisdir: “iran-Azarbaycan alagalari takca xalglarimiz
Uc¢in deyil, batin region tguin 6namlidir. Bizim yaxin slagalarimiz regionda
sabitliyin méhkamlanmasina mihim téhfadir”.9

Azarbaycan-iran miinasibatlarinin hazirki marhalassi dedikds, biz 2014-
ci ildan sonraki dévrii nazarda tuturug. Hamin arafads, xusussn 2012-ci
ilds va 2013-cii ilin birinci yarisinda ikitarafli alagalards nisbi garginlik
musahida olunurdu. Lakin 2013-cu ilin iyun ayinda Hassn Ruhaninin
prezident secilmasi va az sonra yeni xarici siyasst kursunu elan etmasi
Azarbaycan Respublikasi ils minasibatlara da misbat tasir gdstardi.

2014-cii il aprelin 9-da Azarbaycan prezidenti ilham Sliyev irana rasmi
safara yollandi. iranl siyasi misahidacilarin da geyd etdiyi kimi, bu safer
iki 6lka arasindaki soyuglug buzlarinin aritdi, minasibatlards yeni sshifs
acdi. Aparilan danisiglar iki 6lkanin muinasibatlerinda keyfiyyatca yeni
marhalanin baglandigina giiclii imid yaratdi. Hagigatan ds, “Qarbin irana
gars! sanksiyalar tatbiq etdiyi ¢atin vaxtlarda bels, Azarbaycan ona obyektiv
va mehriban gonsulug minasibstini saxladi. Baki geosiyasi vaziyyatin
dayismasindan asili olmayaraq mistaqil mévgeyini qorudu. Azarbaycanin
tomkinli, tarixi ananalari nazars almagla yeritdiyi iran siyassti olmasaydi,
indi bu clr Umidverici vaziyyst yaranmazdi”.1011

Qeyd olunan @imid hamin ilin noyabr ayinda iran prezidenti Hasan
Ruhaninin Azarbaycana rasmi saferi ila daha da giclandi. Safar zamani
igtisadi sahads bir sira sanadlarle yanasi, “Azarbaycan Respublikasi ils
iran Islam Respublikasi arasinda dostlug ve smakdasliq hagqinda Birgs
Bayannama” imzalanmisdir. Ddovlatlararasi minasibstlar baximindan
¢cox muhim ssnad olan bu Bayannamads teraflar 6z arazisinds bir-
birinin dovlat suverenliyi va arazi butovliyl sleyhina yonalan faaliyysts
imkan vermayacaklarini bir daha tasdiq etmislar. 2014-ci il dekabrin 30-
da Azarbaycan prezidenti hamin bayannamanin tasdigina dair ganunu
imzalamisdir.”

9 Azarbaycan va iran prezidentlsrinin matbuat tigiin bayanatlari - http://www.Dresident.az/articles/23031

10  Azerbaycan-iran alagalari: regional va global kontekst. - http://newtimes.az/az/relations/conflicts/3188/

11 Azerbaycan Respublikas ila iran islam Respublikas arasinda dostluq ve smakdasliq haqginda Birgs Bayannamanin
tasdiq edilmasi barada Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Qanunu. - http://president.az/articles/14037 (14.12.2015)

Prezident ilham 8liyevin hakimiyystds oldugu dovrin ilk on ili iran
tclin catin beynalxalq va regional seraits tasadif etmisdir: 6lks diinya
guclari tarefindan muxtalifsiyasi tazyiglars maruz galmis, niiva programi ila
alagadar ona qgars! ilbasil agirlasan goxsayli sanksiyalar tetbig olunmusdur.
Lakin ilham Bliyev bir cox dovlstlarin irani tacrid etmak saylarina ragman,
gonsu Olka ile amakdashgi davam etdirmis, onun nive enerjisindan dinc
magqsadlarla istifads huququnu dastaklamis va bununla da Azarbaycanin
mustaqil xarici siyasst yeritdiyini bir daha bitiin dinyaya, o cimladan,
gonsu iran islam Respublikasina niimayis etdirmisdir.

Masslan, 2007-ci ilin yanvarinda “Figaro” gazetins verdiyi musahibads
Azarbaycan prezidenti demisdir: “Biz he¢ vaxt els bir addim atmariq
ki, gonsulara ziyan daysin. iran gonsumuzdur va bizim ¢ox yaxsl
munasibatlarimiz var... Bizim h6kumatlararasi sazisimiz var va orada qeyd
edilir ki, 6lkalarimizds bir-birimiza qgarsi he¢ bir addim atilmayacaqdir va
ya bir-birimiza ziyan gstiracak he¢ bir tadbir gorulmayacakdir”.12

Tosadiifi deyil ki, iran prezidenti Hasan Ruhani Bakiya ilk rasmi safari
zamani bu fakti xisusi vur§ulayarag, demisdir: “Sanksiyalar dovriinda
gonsular bizi tsk goymadilar. Biz sanksiyalar dévriinds bu darsi 6yrandik
ki, prioritet qonsularla munasibatdir. Ticarstds ve investisiya qoyulusunda
prioritet qonsulardir. Mustsrak iqgtisadi layihalards prioritet qonsulara
maxsusdur”.13

Qeyd edsk ki, minasibatlarin hazirki marhalasinda tarsflar tamamils
mantiqi va asasli olaraq, iqtisadi alagalsrin genislanmasina baslica diggst
yetirirlar. Tasadiifi deyil ki, iran prezidentinin Bakiya safari garcivasinda
Azarbaycan-iran biznes forumu kegirilmis va hamin forumda ¢ixis edan
Azarbaycan prezidenti demisdir: “Biz ¢ox istayirik ki, igtisadi amakdasliq
da siyasi amakdashi§in saviyyasina galxsin”.l

iranin Qarbla miinasibatlarindaki yumsalma, niiva programi strafinda
muzakiralarin konstruktiv xarakter almasi va son naticads 2015-ci ilin
iyulunda iranla Altilig 6lkalari arasinda razilasma, nshayst, 2016-ci ilin
avvallarinda irana garsi cesidli sanksiyalarin lagvi ds iki 6lka arasinda
siyasi va igtisadi amakdashgin genislanmasi G¢lin miinbit serait yaratmisdir.

12 Azerbaycan Respublikasinin Prezidenti ilham liyevin Fransanin “Figaro” gazetina miisahibasi /29.01.2007/
- http://azertag.az/xeber/az-367250?device=Desktop

13 http://www.president.ir/fa/82439
14 Azerbaycan-iran biznes forumunda ilham 8liyevin nitqi (13.11.2014) - http://www.president.az/articles/13530
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2016-c1 ilin fevralinda ilham Sliyevin irana novbati safari 6lka basgilarinin
bu saraitden xalglarin manafeyi namina maksimum yararlanmag szminin
nimayisina cevrilmisdir. Safer zamani muixtalif sahsler tizre amakdasliga
dair 11 mihim ssnad imzalanmisdirl.

Bu sanadlsr igarisinda iki 6lkanin damir yollarinin birlasdirilmasi
barads slds edilmis razilasma xususi geyd olunmalidir. Bels ki, bu,
Simal-Canub nagliyyat dshlizinin yaradilmasi baximindan halledici
shamiyyat kasb edir. 2016-ci1 il aprelin 20-da iss Azarbaycan va iran
dsmiryollarinin  alagalandirilmasi hagqinda Hokumatlsrarasi Carciva
Sazisina uygun olarag, Astara c¢ayl Uzarinds demir yolu korpisinin
tomali goyulmusdur. Tamalgoyma marasiminds Azarbaycanla iran
arasinda iqgtisadi, ticarat va humanitar sahalar lizrs Dévlat Komissiyasinin
hamsadrlari - Azarbaycanin iqtisadiyyat naziri Sahin Mustafayev va
Iranin rabita va informasiya texnologiyalari naziri Mahmud Vaezi istirak
etmigslar. Marasimin saharisi gunil Azarbaycan Prezidenti iki 0lks arasinda
dostlug va smakdasliq alagalsrinin inkisafindaki xtsusi xidmatlarina gora
Iran Islam Respublikasinin rabita va informasiya texnologiyalari naziri
Mahmud Vaeziys “Dostlug” ordenini taqdim etmisdir.6

2017-ci ilin mart ayinda ilham 8liyev Tehranda rasmi safards olarkan,
bu masals ils bagh demisdir: “Bir il bundan avval bu salonda man geyd
etmisdim ki, 2016-ci ilds Azarbaycan 6z dsmir yolunu Azarbaycan-iran
sarhadina gadar ¢akacak va biz buna nail olduq, bu, artiq realligdir. Hatta
Astaracay Uzarinds damir yolu korplsi ds tikilib istifadsys verilib. Bu
gunlardas birinci gatar artiq serhadi yeni tikilmis korpl vasitssile kegib.
Birgs icra etdiyimiz Simal-Canub nagliyyat dahlizi tarixi hadisadir. Bu
layiha, eyni zamanda, regional smakdasliq masslalarine mihim téhfa
verir”.l7

Qeyd edsk ki, mahz Azarbaycan prezidentinin 2014-ci ilin aprelinds
trana saferi naticasinds uzun fasiladan sonra Azarbaycanla iran arasinda
igtisadi, ticarat ve humanitar sahalar Gizra D6vlst Komissiyasinin faaliyyati
barpa olunmus, ham Bakida, ham ds Tehranda mitemadi gorislsr

15  Prezident ilham Sliyevin irana rasmi saferi ve imzalanmis sanadlar ikitarafli smakdagligin inkisafina etibarli
zamin yaradir (25.02.2016) - http://www.xalgpazeti.coin/az/news/Dolitics/68164

16  ilham Sliyev iranin rabits va informasiya texnologiyalari nazirina “Dostlug” ordeni tsqdim edib /21.04.2016/ -
http://www.president.az/articles/19500

17 Azerbaycan va iran prezidentlari matbuata bayanatlarla ¢ixis ediblar - http://www.president az/articles/23006

kecirilmisdir. Bu goruslar garsiligh investisiyalara, mistarak muassisalarin
yaradilmasina va an baslicasl, iki 6lks arasinda mal mubadilssinin ciddi
sokilda artimina takan vermisdir.

Son 4 ilds Azarbaycan va iran Prezidentlari 11 dafas gériisiib, Azarbaycan
va Iran niimayands heyatlari 100-a yaxin garsiligh safer hayata kegirib,
50-ya yaxin sanad imzalanib, Dovlst Komissiyasinin 4 iclasi taskil
olunub. Azsrbaycanda iqtisadiyyatin muxtslif sahslsrinds 550-ya yaxin
iran investisiyali sirkat fealiyyat gosterir va iran terafden Azarbaycan
igtisadiyyatina Umumilikda 2,7 milyard AB$S dollari investisiya yatirihb.
Bununla bels, 6lkamizs investisiya goyulusu tgin genis imkanlar var.
Azarbaycan sirkatleri ds Iranda faaliyyat gdstarir. iran Azarbaycanin
mihum ticarsat tarafdaslarindandir ve 2016-ci1 ilds 6lkslarimiz arasinda
ticarat dovriyyasi 70 faizdan ¢ox artib.

Azarbaycan va iran arasinda imzalanmis “Xudafarin” va “Qiz Qalas!”,
elaca da “Ordubad” vs “Marazad” sazislari har iki tarafdan guvvays minib.
“Simal-Canub” beynalxalg nagliyyat dahlizinin 1 marhalasi yekunlasmaq
Uzradir. Artiq Azarbaycanda 8,3 kilometrlik damir yolu xatti va damir yolu
korpust hazirdir. iranda 1,7 kilometr demir yolu xattinin va terminalin
tikintisi davam edir. Naqgliyyat dahlizinin tarkib hissasi olan Qazvin-Rast
damir yolu xatti tizra isa isleri tamamlanib. Otan il 330 kilovolt Mugan
(imisli-Parsabad) elektrik xatti istismara verilib, elektrik satisi (izra Cargiva
Sazisi imzalanib. 2016-c1 ilds Neftcala Sanaye Zonasinda birgs avtomobil
istehsali zavodunun, 2017-ci ilin yanvarinda iss Pirallahi Senaye Parkinda
Azarbaycan-iran birgs layihssi olan aczagiliq zavodunun tamali goyulub.

Bundan slava, Azarbaycan va Iran arasinda igtisadi, nagliyyat va turizm
sahalarinds amakdasligin davamli inkisafina téhfe veracak Naxgivan-
Culfa-Tabriz-Tehran-Mashad damir yolu ils sarnisin gatar isa disub. Bu
yolla il srzinds 12 min sarnisin dasinacag. Yaxin vaxtlarda Urmiya-Qabala
birbasa hava reysi acilacaqg.

2016-ci ilda is adamlarinin istiraki ila 15 biznes forum, isgiizar gorus
va sargilar kegirilib. Viza rejiminin sadslasdirilmasi naticasinda 2017-ci
ilin avvalindan baslayaraq iran vatandaglari 3 giin arzinds elektron vizalar
ala bilir.

2017-ci il Ggun beynalxalq yukdasimalannda mibadils edilan icazslarin
sayinin 10 mina ¢atdirilmasi barada raziliga galinib. Bitiin bunlar alagalarin
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inkisafi, is adamlari arasinda amakdashgin genislandirilmasi Uglin genis
imkanlar yaradir.

iranin  regionlari ils  amakdashigin genislandirilmasi imkanlari
muzakirs edilib, bu magsadla bir sira ikitarafli géruslar kecirilib, Srdabil
ve Urmiyada biznes-forumlar tagkil edilib, AZPROMO, Sahibkarlar
Taskilatlari Milli Konfederasiyasi, Urmiya va Srdabilin Ticarst, Sanaye va
Kand Tasarriifati palatalari arasinda 4 anlasma memorandumu imzalanib.
Biznes-forumlarin har birinda 400-dan ¢ox is adaminin istirak etmasi 6zl
sektorun amakdashgin genislandirilmasina godstardiyi maragdan xabar
verir.
~ 2016-c1 il 23 fevral tarixinds “Azesrbaycan Respublikasi Hokumati ils
Iran Islam Respublikasi Hokumati arasinda Araz gayi tizarinds “Xudafarin”
va “Qiz qalas’” hidrogovsaglarmin va su elektrik stansiyalarinin
tikintisinin davam etdirilmasi, istismari, energetika va su ehtiyatlarindan
istifada sahasinds amakdasliq hagqinda Sazis”i imzalanib. “Xudafarin” va
“Qiz Qalas!”, elaca ds “Ordubad” ve “Marazad” sazislari har iki tarafdan
quivvaya minib. Qeyd edak ki, bu sanadlar iran Parlamenti tarafindan an tez
ratifikasiya olunmus sanadlardandir.§

Azarbaycan-iran siyasi alagalarinin inkisafi baximindan Prezident
Hasan Ruhaninin 2018-ci il martin 28-29-da 6lkamiza rasmi safari
xususila alamatdardir. Hamin sefer zamani amsakdaslia dair 8 yeni
sanad imzalanmis, elaca da iki 6lka bascisinin istiraki ile Heydar Sliyev
Markazinda Azarbaycan-iran biznes forumu kegirilmis, hamginin Neftcala
Sanaye Mahallasinds “Azarmas” ASC va “iran Khodro” sirkati tarafindan
birga qurulmus “Xazar” avtomobil zavodunun acilisi olmusdur.

Bu safar zamani imzalanmis sanadlar icarisinda ikisi - “Azarbaycan
Respublikasinin Energetika Nazirliyi ila iran islam Respublikasinin Neft
Nazirliyi arasinda Xazer danizinds muvafiq bloklarin birgs islanilmasi
hagginda Anlasma Memorandumu” va “Azarbaycan Respublikasi ila iran
Islam Respublikasi arasinda iran islam Respublikasi srazisinds Astara-
Rast damir yolu hissasinin tikintisinin maliyyslasdirilmasi hagqinda Sazis”
xtisusi geyd olunmalidir, bels ki, onlar Azarbaycan-iran miinasibatlarinda
siyasi etimadin saviyyasini va qarsiligh maraglar asasinda samarali
amakdasligin migyasini géstarmak baximindan misilsizdir.

18  http://www.azerbaiian-news.az/index.php?mod=3&id=1 16848

Tasadiifi deyil ki, sanadlerin imzalanmasi marasimindan sonra
Azorbaycan Respublikasinin  Prezidenti ilham 8liyev matbuata
bayanatinda bu magami vurgulayaraq, demisdir: “Bu glin bir ¢ox sanadlar
imzalanmisdir, onlarin arasinda iki senadi xususila geyd etmak istardim.
Bunlar Xazar danizinds birgs islamayimizls va Astara-Rast demir yolunun
tikintisi ila bagh olan sanadlardir. Bu sanadlar tarixi shamiyyat dasiyir.
Clnki bu sanadlarin reallasmasi nsticasinds ham Xazar dsnizinds,
ham nagliyyat sahasinda bizim smakdasligimiz daha da yiiksek pillays
galxacaq ve eyni zamanda, bu, regional amakdasliga da ¢cox misbat tesir
gostaracakdir”.19

iran prezidenti da bu fikri dastaklayarak, bildirmisdir: “Mo6htaram
Azarbaycan Prezidentinin geyd etdiyi kimi, bu gin imzalanan sanadlsr
tarixi sanadlardir. iki xalgqin manafeyina, biitiin bélganin va elaca da biitiin
dunyanin xeyrina ola bilacak sanadlardir”.2"

Bela bir cahat da vur§ulanmahdir ki, iran Azarbaycanla slagalarin
genislanmasina takca ikitarafli minasibatlar baximindan deyil, ham da
genis bir regionla alagalsrin inkisafi baximindan shamiyyat verir. iranin
Azarbaycandaki sefiri Cavad Cahangirzadanin agiglamasinda deyildiyi
kimi, “Azarbaycan Iran Ggiin regionun 170 milyon nafarlik bazarina giris
gapisidir”.2

Hazirki murakkab beynalxalqg ve regional situasiyada iki 6lka rahbarliyi
coxtarafli formatda da amakdasliga xulsusi énam verirlar. Bu baximdan
artiq 4 dafe kegirilmis Azarbaycan-iran-Tiirkiys xarici isler nazirlarinin
goruslarini geyd etmak lazimdir. 2016-ci ilin aprel ayinda ise Bakida
Azarbaycan, iran va Rusiya XIN rahbarlarinin analoji gériisii kegirilmisdir.
Hamin goris uc 6lka rahbarlarinin sammitina bir név hazirhq saciyyassi
dasimis va 2016-c1 il avqustun 7-da Azsrbaycan-iran-Rusiya ugtarafli
zirva gorust  bas tutmusdur. Sliyev-Ruhani-Putin gorisi tekca Canub-
Simal nagliyyat dshlizinin reallasmasi baximindan deyil, butovlikds
regionun taleyi baximindan ciddi hadisays c¢evrilmis va butin dinyanin
diggst markszinds olmusdur. Bu formatda amakdasliq “shamiyyatli
perspektiva malikdir. Regionun energetikasi onilliklar arzinds Avropanin

19  Azerbaycan va iran prezidentlari matbuata bayanatlarla gixis ediblar - https://azertag.az/xeber/Azerbavcan_ve_
Iran nrezidentleri metbuata beyanatlarla chixis edibler ViDEO-1147871

20 Yens orada
21 https://www.tasnimnews.eom/fa/news/l 396/06/24/1520199/
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va ¢ox giman ki, Canubi Asiyanin enerji tahlikasizliyinin asas meyari
olacaqgdir. Simal-Canub layihasi, xiisusen onu har iki istiqgamatds barabsr
sokilda yuklamak mimkin olarsa, galacekda Suveys kanalinin qurudaki
ragibi ola bilar. Ticarat va xidmatlarin liberallasdirilmasi, xarici igtisadi
rejimlarin va tariflarin, reqlament va standartlarin, intellektual milkiyyat
huquglarinin - uygunlasdirilmasi  sahasinde bdylk, kasf olunmamis
potensial gizlenmisdir. ©sas odur ki, Xazaryani amakdasliq vektorunun
mohkamlandirilmasi Uglin siyasi irada gsalacakda da qorunub saxlansin™.2
Bu siyasi irada iss ortadadir: 2017-ci ilin noyabrinda ikinci bela goris
Tehranda kegirilmisdir.

Hazirda Azarbaycan-iran miinasibatlari 6z tarixinin yeni, an dinamik va
an suratli inkisaf marhalasini yasamaqdadir. Tasadufi deyil ki, Azarbaycan-
Iran alagalarinin hazirki saviyyasini xarakterize edsn prezident Ilham
Bliyev demisdir: “Goriruk ki, bizim aramizda ¢ox boyiik garsiligh anlasma
var. Biz munasibatlari bu garsihgh anlasma asasinda qururug. Cox sadam
ki, son illar arzinds iran-Azarbaycan slagslari gox siiratle inkisaf edir.
Tarixds, 25 illik tariximizda bu dovr suratli, balka da an suratli inkisaf
dovrudur”.3

Bu durum manasibatlarin perspektivlari barads nikbin diisinmaya asas
verir. Azarbaycan prezidentinin xarici siyasst masalslari Uzra kdmakgisi
Novruz Mammadovun qeyd etdiyi kimi, “muasir tarixi dovrds ddvlstin
xarici siyasatinin hansi prinsiplar tizarinds qurulmasi, bir cox manalarda
onun (dévlatin) mahiyystini ifads edir. Azarbaycanin iran siyasstinds
har seydan avval bu magamin nazars alindigi gsbul edilmalidir. Yani
dovlatimizin siilhparvarliyi iranla olan alagalarin daha da inkisafedacayina
teminat verir. Buna gora da, iran amili Azarbaycan Ggiin hamiss Gnamli
olacaqdir. Qarsiligh alagalarin inkisaf etdirilmasinda beynalxalq hiquq
normalarina tam smal etmsakls, bir-birinin daxili islarina garismamagla
boylk ugurlar slda etmak miumkiindiir”.24

Belalikls, muayyan siyasi-tahlikasizlik, iqtisadi va madani-tarixi
amillar Azarbaycan-iran miinasibatlarinin geniglanmasini zaruri edir.

22 BukTtop KartoHa. PoxpgeHue «kacnuiickoii Tpoiikm»? - httD://russiancouncil.ni/analvtics-and-comments/

analvtics/rozhdenie-kaspivskov-troyki-/?sphrase id=235111
23 Azerbaycan va iran prezidentlerinin genis terkibde goriisii olub /07.08.2016/ - httn://www.president.az/

articles/20763
24 Novruz Mammadov. Xarici siyasat: realliglar va galacays baxis. Baki, 2013, s. 120-121

Munasibatlarin hazirki marhalasi Hasan Ruhaninin hakimiyyata galisindan
sonra elan etdiyi xarici siyasat xatti - gonsularla munasibatlarin prioritet
olmasi va “udus-udus” prinsipi — elacs ds, nliva danisiglarinda alds olunan
razilasmadan sonra iranin dinyaya “acilmasi” kimi amillsrin tasiri ils
formalasmisdir. Bu marhalads, asasli olaraq, igtisadi munasibatlara xisusi
ustinliuk verilir va sananavi sahalarla yanasi, yeni sferalar da amakdasliq
dairasina daxil edilir. Xlsussn 06zal sektorun va ayri-ayri regionlarin
birbasa iqtisadi amakdasliga gosulmasi bu marhalanin ézlinamaxsuslugunu
sortlandirir.

Bununla bels, iki 6lks arasinda mixtalif istiqamatlar (izra amakdashgin
genis potensial imkanlari vardir ki, onlardan bazilsrini asagida geyd edirik:
- Canubi Qafgaz ve Orta Serqds tahlikasizliyin daha da

mohkamlandirilmasi tguin birgs saylarin artiriimasi;

- terrorgulug@a va dini radikalizma garsi ssmarali mibarizanin taskili;

- islam hamrayliyinin giclandirilmasi va islamofobiyaya garsi mubariza
sahasinds amakdasliq;

- beynalxalq taskilatlarda daha six amakdasliq va uzlasdirilmis faaliyyatin
hayata kecirilmasi;

- (¢, dord, bes torafli formatlarda regional va beynalxalq smakdashgdin
genislandirilmasi;

- irandan Avropaya, Fars korfazinden Qara daniza ¢ixis (Ugln
Azarbaycanin cografi va infrastruktur imkanlarindan daha genis istifads
olunmasi;

- Xazar dsnizinds tahlikasizlik, enerji, ekologiya sahalarinds birgs
faaliyyatin taskili;

- Simal-Csnub istigamati ils yanasi, Sarq-Qarb vektorunda da smakdasliq
imkanlarindan istifads;

- mdvcud potensialdan gat-gat asa§i saviyyada olan ticarst dévriyyasinin
artiriimas;

- sarhadboyu bdlgslards azad ticarst zonalarinin yaradilmasi;
0zal sektorun daha genis sakilda calb olunmasi ils garsihigli investisiya
goyuluslarinin artirilmasi.
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Azarbaycan-iran amakdasligi regional
tahliikasizlik kontekstinda

Farhad Maommadov®
Giris

1991-ci ildo Conubi Qafgazin ii¢ olkosi — Azorbaycan, Giirciistan
vo Ermonistan miistaqilliyini oldo etdi. Onlarin miistagilliklorinin ilk
illori dovlatloraras miinaqisolor, pargalanma, dagidici iqtisadi béhran,
qagqin va macburi kckiin aximi ilo miisayiot olundu. Belo bir soraitdo
bu olkalor forqli prioritetlor, trayektoriyalar vo mexanizmlorlo xarici
siyasat yiiriitmaya basladilar. Regionun hor ii¢ 6lkasi miixtalif horbi-siyasi
bloklara, iqtisadi vo gomriik ittifaglarina inteqrasiya etmok, yaxud bu
bloklara qosulmaqdan imtina edib qarsiligh faydali ikitorafli miinasibatlor
qurmagqla, forgli davranig meyllori niimayis etdirdi. Hazirda 186 min km?
orazisi vo 16 milyon ohalisi ilo Avrasiya materikinin morkozindo yerloson
Conubi Qafqaz siyasi va iqtisadi cohotdon vahid inteqrasiya olunmus mokan
sayllmayacaq qador ¢ox boliinmiis vaziyyatdadir. Giirciistan Avro-Atlantik
mokaninin harbi-siyasi va iqtisadi institutlarina inteqrasiyaya can atmaga
davam etmis, Ermonistan KTMT, Avrasiya iqtisadi ittifaqn vo Gomriik
Ittifaqina qosulmaga macbur qalmig, Azarbaycan iss yaxin qonsularla vo
geosiyasi markazlarlo qarsihqh faydah amokdashq siyasati aparmagla, heg
bir horbi-siyasi vo gomriik ittifaqina {izv olmamus, ikitorafli miinasibatlora
tistiinliik vermisdir.

Conubi Qafgaz regionunun birbasa qongular vo imperiya kegmisino
malik Rusiya, Iran vo Tiirkiyo tarixon bir-birino asas raqiblor kimi
miixtolif dovrlordo homin imperiyalarin bir pargasi olmus bu regiondan
ganhi doyiislor va raqabat meydam kimi istifads etmislor. Hor ii¢ 6lka
halo da regionun tohliikasizlik arxitekturasinda birbasa va ya dolay: rol
oynamaqdadir. Miiasir dovrda do region iizorinds gedon rogabot va niifuz
ugrunda miibarizods homin post-imperial travmalar va tarixi kontekstlordan
sui-istifado edilmosi bozi hallarda miisahido olunur. Qongulararas

25 Azarbaycan Respublikasimn Prezidenti yaninda Strateji Aragdirmalar Markazinin direktoru, mfarxad@yahoo.com
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miinasibatlors tarixi rogabat vo miiharibalor aspektindon baxilmas: hala
do regiondaki problemlorin holli vo tam hiiquglu siyasatlorin hoyata
kegirilmasi ii¢lin konstruktiv yanagmalar qarsisinda asas manea olaraq
galmaqdadir. Digor torafdon, regionun hazirkt masalolorina birtorafli
tarixi aspektdon yanagma va baxislar miiasir realhqlan, habelo regionda
maraqlari giiclii lkoalorin mévgelari ila he¢ do hamiso list-iista diigmayan
miistaqil dovlatlorin varligini nazardan gagirir.

Regionun birbagsa qongsulari sabitlik, regional giic miibarizasi vo milli
suverenliyin saxlanmasi arasindaki hossas balansi qorumaga say gostarir.
Bununla yanas1, har qgonsunun regiondan 6z gozlontilori vardir. Bu gézlontilor
oziinomoxsus “qurmizi xatlorin” miioyyanlogmasi ilo naticalonmisdir vo
bu xotlorin kegilmasi yeni konfliktlora, habelo moévcud miinagisalorin
siddotlonmasina yol aga bilar. Bela bir goraitdo Azarbaycanin siyasati regional
tahliikasizliyin agagidaki problemlorinin aradan galdinimasina yonalmisdir:
Azorbaycan, ilk novboda, global giiclorlo yanasi, Rusiya, Tiirkiya vo
fran kimi regional giiclorin do Avrasiyamn “iirayinda” (“hartlond”indo)
togqusmasinin qarsisini almaga gahsir. Azarbaycan istayir ki, bu regional
giiclar biitiin bolgoni doyiis meydanina gevira bilocak aqressiv gargidurma

W yolu il deyil, dinc rogabat vasitalori ilo yaxs1 miinasibatlor va samoarali

[

amokdasliq qursunlar.®® Haqigaton, region ohalisinin bu giiclor arasindaki
qarsidurmalarla bagh facioli xatirolori vardir.

Tarixi vo cografi sabablordon Rusiya, Tiirkiya va iran regionun bir
hissasi sayllmagina baxmayaraq, onlarin heg biri Conubi Qafgazin har iig
olkasi ilo uzun sarhadlora malik deyil (Nax¢ivan Muxtar Respublikasinin
Tiirkiya il 16 kilometrlik sarhadi istisna tagkil edir, bela ki, Nax¢ivan da 6z
novbasindo Azarbaycanin asas orazisi ilo quru slagasine malik deyil). Bu
sababdan qongu regional giiclar regionun har ii¢ 61kasi ilo hartorafli siyasot
yiiriido bilmoak iigiin iigiincii 6lkanin arazisindon istifads etmolidir ki, bu
da garsiligh asililiq voziyyatinin yaranmasina sabab olur, yaxud regionda
har hans1 layihanin hayata kegirilmasi ii¢iin bolganin ii¢ 6lkasindon on azi
ikisinin amokdaghgini vacib sort kimi ortaliga gixarir.

Bundan olava, olkalorarasi miinasibatlorin xarakterini

kegirarkan, asagidaki monzarani goriiriik:
rezidentinin

—_— likast
% Farhad Mammadov, Can FRaI RAY B2 NEREERY T yrs.a_ nffict?, April 12, 017, hitp://nationalinterest.
org/feature/can-central-asia-bej -broker-the-syria-co(@bﬂddb rosi
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Rusiya (+2) = Ermonistan (+1, miittofiq) + Azorbaycan (+1, strateji
tarafdas) - Giirciistan (-1, miinasibatlor mévcud deyil);

Tirkiya (+2) = Azorbaycan (+1, strateji vo demok olar, miittafiq
miinasibotlori) + Giirciistan (+1, strateji torafdas) - Ermonistan (-1,
miinasibatlor mévcud deyil);

@ran (+3) - regionun har ii¢ 61kasi ilo iqtisadi va siyasi alagelara malikdir.

[ranin Conubi Qafqaz Glkalari ilo miinasibatlori daha ideal va iistiin
goriinsa da, onun regionda halo da heg bir ittifaqi, horbi bazasi va ya strateji
miinasibatlori méveud deyildir.

Miinasibatlorin bu monzorasi Conubi Qafgaz 6lkalorinin iqtisadi
potensialt v nisbi imkanlari ilo bagh ohomiyyatli bir magami nozardan
qagirir.  Azarbaycan Conubi Qafgazin on miihiim 6lkosi, regional
inteqrasiyanin, strateji tranzit xatlarinin, enerji infrastrukturu vo iqtisadi
foaliyyatlorin osas morkazidir. Enerji qiymotlorinin diismasi fonunda
yasanmig mioyyan iqtisadi ¢otinliklordon sonra bels, Azarbaycan
regiondaki iqtisadi istiinliiyiinii saxlamagqda davam edir. 2016-c1 ilda
Azorbaycanin UDM-i 37,556 milyard, Giirciistamn UDM-i 14,222
milyard, Ermonistanin UDM-i iso 10,449 milyard ABS dollar toskil
etmigdir.”’ Basqa sozlo, Conubi Qafgaz iqtisadiyyatimin toxminon 60%-i
Azarbaycanda comlogmisdir.

Regional smakdashq

Azarbaycan miixtolif regional formatlarin inkisaf etdirilmasindo aktiv
faaliyyat gostormokdadir. Azarbaycan 6z regional siyasatinda Azarbaycan-
Qﬁrcﬁstan-Tﬁrkiya, Azarbaycan-Tiirkmonistan-Tiirkiya vo Azarbaycan-
Iran-Tiirkiys kimi {igtorofli omokdashq formatlarini gergoklogdirmisdir.®
Digor bir ohomiyyatli format iso Azorbaycan-Rusiya-iran formatidir.
2016-c1 ildo Bakida bu ii¢ 6lkanin nazirlari va prezidentlorinin gériislori
kegirilmigdir. Transregional nagliyyat marsrutlarimin inkisafi biitiin bu

27 International Monetary Fund, World Economic and Financial Surveys World Economic Outlook Database
ttp:// . / ft/'weo/2017/01/ i

28 ; Farhad Mammadov and Fuad Chiragov, Trilateral dimension of Azerbaijan’s foreign policy, Center for Strategic
Studies under the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Baku, 2015. http:/sam.az/uploads/PDF/Trilateral%20
Dimension%200f%20Foreign%20policy%200f%20%20Azerbaijan.pdf
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formatlarin niivasini togkil edir.?* Azorbaycan artiq iranin Qazvin-Rost-
Astara domiryolu gobokasina qosulmaq mogsadila Iranla conub sarhadlarine
domiryolu xatti gokmis vo iram Rost-Astara domiryolunun gokilmosi
ticiin 500 milyon ABS dollar1 doyarinds kreditlo tomin etmigdir.*® Simal-
Conub xatti ilo bagh dayisikliklor Azarbaycan, iran, iimumilikds Avrasiya
materiki va global ticarat iigiin eyni dorocada shomiyyatli olacaqdir. 2016-
c1 il aprelin 9-da Prezident ilham Oliyevin qeyd etdiyi kimi, Azarbaycan
ham Sarg-Qorb, hom do Simal-Canub nogliyyat dohlizlori iizro aktiv
foaliyyot gostormokdadir ki, bu da Azorbaycam bir sira regionlararasi
tranzit marsrutlarinin miihiim strateji noqtasine geviracakdir.

Qeyd edildiyi kimi, Azarbaycan-iran amokdagliginin yeni va perspektivli
istigamati mohz nagliyyatdir. Tarixon 6lkalorimiz daim osas Sorg-Qarb
naqliyyat arteriyalan iizorindo yerlogmigdir. Avrasiya materikindo Cin
“Bir kamar, bir yol” togobbiisiinii hayata kegirmokdadir ki, bu tagabbiisiin
conub marsrutu bizim regiondan kegir. iran vo Azarbaycan togobbiisdo
tranzit 6lkalor kimi aktiv istirak edir, eyni zamanda, domiryollar sobakasi
vasitasilo 6z ixrac potensiallarimi artirmaq mogsedi giidiirlor. 2015-ci il
Sorqi Asiya bazarlarini Avropa ilo birlogdiron avtomobil vo domiryolu
sobokasi olan “Bir komoar, bir yol” tranzit dohlizinin Canubi Qafgaz
tizarindon yaradilmas: istigamatindo shamiyyatli dayisikliklorlo miisayiot
olunmusdur. Cindon Avropaya ilk yiik gatar1 2015-ci il avqust aymnin 3-da
Baki Beynolxalq Daniz Limamna goldikdon sonra Conubi Qafqazdan
kegmisdir.

2016-c1 ilin avqustunda Bakida iran, Azarbaycan vo Rusiya Hindistanin
da boyiik maraq gostordiyi Simal-Conub nagliyyat margrutunu miizakira
etmislor. Simal-Conub layihasindon alava, iran vo Azarbaycanin iizorindo
islodiyi vo boyiik imkanlar vad edon Conub-Qorb noqliyyat layihasi do
movcuddur. Natica etibarilo, nagliyyat sahasindo amokdaghq Azarbaycan
va franin monafelorino cavab veran irimiqyash regional layihoalor iigiin
alverigli sorait va infrastrukturun yaradilmasina t6hfs verir.

Asagi neft giymotlori hom iran, hom do Azorbaycan iigiin
igtisadiyyat vo ixracatin qeyri-neft sektorunun inkigaf etdirilmosini
29 Fuad Chiragov, New Dimension in Trilateral Foreign Policy of Azerbaijan, April 13, 2016, https://jamestown.
org/program/new-dimy in-trilateral-foreign-policy-of-azerbaijan/

30  Azerbaijan, Iran agree on funding for Rasht-Astara railway construction, September 21, 2017, https://www.
azernews.az/business/119282.html
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hayati zarurato ¢evirmisdir. Bu sababdan, eloca do qongularla goxtorafli
amokdashq olmadan har hansi 6lkenin dayanigh iqgtisadi inkisafa nail
ola bilmayacayini nazara alaraq, Iran va Azarbaycan regionda igtisadi
inkigaf vo amokdashq iigiin heg vaxt olmadig1 qadar saylor gostarmalidir.
Olkalorimiz bu dayisen ¢agiris va realliglar1 anlayir, iqtisadi inkisaf vo
ticarato, iqtisadi vo siyasi qarsiliqh asilihgin artirilmasina tohfa veracok
regional omokdasliq layiholorino sormaya qoyur. Yalmz coxtorafii
amokdaslq va iqtisadi inkisaf hor koso xeyir vers, regionda siilh va
stabilliyi tomin eda bilor.

Diinyanin digar bolgalorindaki tacriibalordon malumdur ki, har hansi
regionda 6lkalarin bir-biri ila iqtisadi slagalorinin va garsiligh asilihgmnin
artmasi ora 0zii ilo siilh, stabillik, igtisadi inkisaf, siyasi konsensus va
kompromis gotirir. Iqtisadi qarsihiql asililiq ticarati tacaviizdon daha
dayarli bir alternativa gevirmakla, miiharibo ehtimalim azaldir: qarsiligl
asili dlkalor iggal etmokdonso, ticarot etmoyi iistiin tuturlar. Yiiksok
saviyyada ticari miinasibatlor iqtisadi toraqqi iigiin zomin yaratmagla,
liderlori konfliktloro sovq edon daxili problemlorin azalmasina gatirib
¢ixanr, qarsihgli asihliq xalglar arasinda anlayigin artmasina komok
edir ki, bu da miinaqigo doguran miibahisalorin azalmasi ilo noticalonir;
ticarat dovlatlarin daxili strukturunda doyisikliklora sabab olur ki, naticada
siilh goraitindo ticarat aparilmasinda maragh olan qruplarin niifuzu artir.
Ticaratin eyni zamanda torafdaslar arasinda siyasi alagalarin geniglonmasi
kimi “yan” tosirlori do vardir ki, bu da uzunmiiddatli amokdaghgin
perspektivlorina miisbat tasir gostarir.*!

iki 6lko arasinda garsiliqh slagolorin soviyyasinin asas gostaricisi
ticarat dovriyyasidir: iranla Azorbaycan arasinda bu géstorici, toassiif ki,
kifayat gadar yiiksok olmamug, 2015-ci ildo yalniz 123 milyon ABS dollar
togkil etmisdir.?? Irana qars1 sanksiyalarin aradan qaldiriimas: va Hasan
Ruhaninin ran prezidenti segilmasi Azarbaycan-iran miinasibatlorindo
yeni bir sohifanin agilmasina sabab olmus,* 2016-c1 ilda ikitarafli ticarat,

31 Copeland D. C. (1996), Economic Interdependence and war, International Security Vol.20, No. 4, p--8.

32 Geo-economic atlas of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Center for Strategic Studies under the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, March 2017, http://sam.az/uploads/PDF/annual%20reports/2015-16%20kitablar/Geo%20
Economic%20Atlas.pdf

33 Iran president urges enhanced relations with Azerbaijan, May 29, 2017, http:/www.presstv.ir/
Detail/2017/05/29/523601/Iran-Azerbaijan-H 1-Rouhani-Ilham-Aliyev
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tagriban iki dafa artmig vo 210 milyon AB$ dollarina gatmigdir.** Hazirda
biz ticari va igtisadi alagolorin geniglonmasi tendensiyasmin sahidiyik.
Miinasibatlorimizin hom doévlat, ham do 6zal sektorda inkisafi iigiin
boyiik potensiali vardir va irana qarsi sanksiyalarin aradan galdiriimasi
ticarat dovriyyasinin bir nego dofo artmasi li¢lin gorait yaradacaqdir.
2016-c1 il orzindo kommunikasiya vo informasiya texnologiyalari
nazirliklori, standartlasma ilo mosgul olan dovlat agentliklori, milli
banklar, domiryolu va gomriik xidmatlori arasinda iqtisadi alagalorimizin
geniglondirilmesini asanlagdiracaq miivafiq sonadlor imzalanmigdir.
Prezident ilham Oliyevin 6lko igtisadiyyatimn qeyri-neft sektorunun
inkisafim prioritet olaraq irali siirmasindon sonra Azorbaycan iranla
alagalarin giiclonmasindo daha da maraqlidir va 6z qeyri-neft mahsullar
ixracinin artirilmasi tgiin alindon galoni edir. Bu kontekstdo birbasa
qonsularla miinasibatlor strateji shamiyyata malikdir.

Tahliikasizlik

Stabillik vo uzaqgéran siyasat olmadan inteqrasiya layihalarinin
hoyata kegirilmasi miimkiin deyil. Azarbaycan siyasatinin fundamental
prinsiplorindan biri budur ki, 6lkamiz heg vaxt boyiik giiclorin miibarizo
meydani olmamig va olmayacaqdir. Eyni zamanda, Azarbaycan 6z daxili
siyasi inkisafina tosir cohdlorinin qargisim almaq xatti yiiriidiir, ¢iinki
hamin cahdlorin baglica magsadi Azorbaycanin xarici siyasatini tosir altina
salmaqdir.

Azarbaycan xarici siyasatinin yuxarida geyd olunan prinsipa asaslanan
ndvbati prinsipi da budur ki, Azorbaycandan 6z birbasa qonsularina gars
heg bir tohliika yaranmasin va region 6lkaleri, iimumiyyatla, bir-birlorino
tohdid toskil etmasin. Bu prinsip diinyanmin biitiin xalglar tarafindon
saslondirilsa da, yalniz zaman va tacriiba dovlatlarin bu prinsipa sadiq olub-
olmadiglarini niimayis etdirir. Azorbaycan isa son 25 il arzinda bu prinsipa
somimi gokildo sadiq qaldigini niimayis etdirmigdir. Azarbaycanin Xazor
donizina aidiyyati olmayan dovlatlorin har hansi harbi va tohliikasizlik
sobabindon donizo ¢ixigina imkan vermamasi vo Xozer donizinin
omakdasliq mokanina ¢evrilmasi 6hdaliyina davamli sokilda sadiq galmasi
34  Rouhani: Iran prioritizes ties with Azerbaijan and Russia, April 11, 2017, https:/Avww.azemews.az/business/I 11318.html
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sdzugedan prinsips ¢akils bilacak misallardan yalniz biridir.

Azarbaycandan indiyadsk iranin tshliikssizliyins he¢ bir tahdid
olmamisdir va 6lkamiz bir sira munagissli va geyri-sabit regionlarla
shata olunan iranin an stabil va tahlilkesiz qonsularindan biridir. Hatta
Qarbla diisman miinasibatlarinin saxlanildidi va bir sira ekspertlarin iranla
minagisanin gagilmaz oldugunu prognozlasdirdigi an ¢atin zamanlarda
bela, Azarbaycan davamh sakilds 6z srazisindsn he¢ vaxt irana gars
tocaviiz Ugln istifads edilmayacayi ila bagh bayanat ve taminat vermisdir.
Bundan slava, Azarbaycan har zaman iranin dinc niiva potensialina malik
olmaq hiiququnu dastaklemisdir. Har iki 6lkada tahliikasizliyin va sabitliyin
shamiyystina dair qarsiligh anlasma mévcuddur. Bu manada prezident
Hasen Ruhaninin: “iran Azasrbaycanin tshliikesizliyi ve taragqisini 6z
tahlukasizliyi ve taraqqisi bilir” — demasi da he¢ tasadifi deyil.%

Qonsu dovlatlarla ikitarafli minasibatler Azarbaycan tciin prioritetdir
va har hansi tgiincl taraf namina qurban verilmayacakdir. Bu yanasma
Azarbaycana imkan verir ki, ikitarafli muanasibatlari olmayan 6lkalarla
amakdasliq etsin, Azarbaycana qonsu vae strateji tarafdas ddvlatlar arasinda
minagqise bas verdiyi zaman onlarla amakdasligini davam etdira bilsin,
regionda sabitliyi gorusun va emosional béhrana dicar olmasin.

Belslikls, qgonsularla qgarsihgh asili ikitarafli  munasibatlarin
yaradilmasi va iqgtisadi layihalarin hayata kegirilmasi Azarbaycanin xarici
siyasatinin prioritetlarini taskil edir. Bu kontekstds Azarbaycan iigiin iranla
munasibatlar ¢ox shamiyyatli rola malikdir.

Prezident ilham Sliyev ikitarafli miinasibatlarimizi giymatlandirarken
geyd etmisdir: “Biz ¢ox sadiq ki, iran-Azarbaycan miinasibatlari ugurla va
suratla inkisafedir. Munasibatlarimizin gox mdhkam tamali vardir. Ssrlar
boyu bizim millatler birgs yasamis va yaratmiglar. Tarix, madsniyysat,
tmumi ke¢cmis va din bizi birlasdirir. Bizim munasibatlarimiz bu méhkam
tomal (izerinda qurulmusdur va artiq iran-Azarbaycan miinasibatlari
strateji tarafdasliq saviyyasina ¢atmisdir’.36

Daglig Qarabag minaqisesi sabitliys, bitiin perspektivli regional
layihalara, genis bir bdlganin iqgtisadi inkisafina va shalisinin rifahina

35  http://rouhani.ir/event.phD7event id=739 - GWIA’ J;**» j <jin’
36  Azarbaycan ve iran prezidentlari matbuata bayanatlarla gixis ediblar, 05 mart 2017, http://www.president.az/
articles/23006

asas tohdidlardan birini taskil edir. Taassuf ki, bununla bagl danisiglar
hala da bir natica vermayib. ATST-in Minsk qrupunun hamsadr 6lkalari
regionda munagissnin alovlanma ehtimalini sifira endirmsk maqsadila
substantiv  danisiglari  tamas xattinin monitoringi mexanizmlarinin
inkisafina dair muizakiralarla avaz etmaya calisirlar. Belslikls, onlarin bir
terafdan status-kvonun gsbuledilmazliyini bayan etmalari, digar terafdsn
iss movcud vaziyysti saxlamagla miinagiseni dondurmaga calismalari
bir-biri ile ziddiyyat taskil edir. Bir tarafdan Azarbaycan srazilsrinin
isgal edilmasi fakti taninir, amma diger terafden Ermanistana tarixin
sshv tarafinds durdugunu anlatmag, isgalgini cezalandirmagq lgin heg bir
tadbir gérulmir, sanksiyalar tstbiq olunmur, hamin ddvlstlsrin diinyanin
muxtalifregionlarinda digar dovlatlara va bir-birlarina garsi tatbiq etdiklari

beynalxalg hiiquq mexanizmlarindan Umumiyyatls istifade edilmir.
Azarbaycan arazilarinin davamli isgal vaziyyastinds galmasi ham da iranin
tohliikasizliyine tahdid taskil edir. Bels ki, isgal naticasinds iranin sarhad
arazilarinda narkotik va silah gagagmalcihigi, insan alveri kimi transmilli
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kriminal faaliyyatlarin hayata kecirilmasi G¢tin ideal sarait yaranmisdir.

Ermanistanin 2016-ci ilin aprel ayindaki harbi taxribati va Azarbaycanin
cavab reaksiyasi numayis etdirmisdir ki, vasitacilarin butiin saylarina
baxmayaraqg, minaqgise dondurulmus vaziyystds deyil, Ermsanistanin
texribatinin va ona qarsi Azarbaycanin sks-tadbirlarinin tskrarlanmasi
ehtimali hamise mdvcud olaraq galir. Azarbaycan Prezidenti bu hadissnin
genismigyasli harbi amaliyyat olmadigini ve 6lkemizin harbi potensialinin
he¢ onda birini gostermadiyini geyd etmisdir. Aprel hadisalari ham da
Daglig Qarabag minagisasinin regiona va Ermanistanin istirak etdiyi
inteqrasiya layihalarine (KTMT va Avrasiya lttifaqi) tasirini da gosterdi,
bels ki, Ermanistanin iddialari bu ittifaglara zv dovlstler tarsfindan
gabul olunmadi. Aprel harbi smsliyyatlari ham ds onu numayis etdirdi
ki, munagisanin potensiali va regiona minaqise vasitasils tasir imkanlar
artiq tikenmisdir. Minagisenin baslangicinda regionda planlasdiriimis vea
ya planlasdirila bilan bittin masalalar reallasmisdir, yaxud tamamlanmag
tzradir.

Natica

Olkalarimizin tarixi, madani, lingvistik va cografi yaxinhg dinc
birgayasayisin, barabar va qarsiligh faydali minasibatlarin sartlarini dikta
edir. Olkalarimizin 25 il siilh ve smin-amanliq seraitinds yasamasi nimayis
etdirmisdir ki, badxahlarimizin biza asilamaq istadiyi stereotiplarin heg
biri 6z maqgsadina catmamisdir. Olkalarimizin liderlari, miivafiq dovlst
qurumlari, ekspert gruplari va madaniyyst nimayandsleri arasindaki
ikitarafli minasibatlarin dinamikasi munasibatlarimizin yiiksak saviyyads
oldugunu nlmayis etdirir. Hokumatlerarasi Komissiya tarafdasligin
derinlasmasini tasviqg etmak Ugln an tasirli mexanizmlardan biridir.
Minasibatlarla bagl mihim amillardan biri de ds insan faktoru, basga
sozls, insanlar arasindaki slagalardir. Bu baximdan iran va Azarbaycan
vatandaslari arasinda turizm magsadli ziyaratlarin sayinda artim yasanmasi
cox perspektivli ve misbat tendensiyadan xabar verir.

Toassufki, Canubi Qafgazin he¢ da buttin 6lkalari 6z shalisinin maraglari
va rifahi namina realliga séykanan xarici siyasat yeritmir va 6z gonsularinin
gozlantilarina muxtalifformalarda reaksiya verir, daxili imkanlardan yalniz

0z magsadlarina nail olmaq uUgln istifads etmaya calisirlar. Azarbaycan
xalqi Prezident ilham Sliyev tarafindan irali siriilmiis arazi butévliyinin
barpasi, mistaqillik va iqtisadi inkisaf kimi milli magsadlarin srafinda
birlasmisdir. Ermanistan 6z miustaqilliyi va suverenliyini Qarbdaki gucli
diasporun va millstustu harbi-siyasi ve iqtisadi strukturlarin geyri-real,
maksimalist va millat¢i xayal va gozlantilarina qurban veran tacaviizkar
siyasati ils 6zunu ¢ixilmaz vaziyysts salir. Glrcustan ham Azarbaycanla
amakdaslig etmays, ham da NATO ve Avropa Ittifaginin dastayini
gazanmag@a say gosterir. Yalniz Azarbaycanin son 20 il arzinde apardigi
xarici siyasati “balanslasdiriimis va c¢oxvektorlu” Kkimi xarakteriza
etmak mumkindir. Bu da o ideyaya asaslanir ki, hagigi miustaqilliys,
igtisadi rifah va siyasi stabilliya yalniz daha genis regional va goxtarafli
amakdasliq vasitasils nail olmaq mimkindir ve hamin amakdasliq bazan
diinyanin digar hissalarinda bir-biri ile miinagise aparan taraflari da bir-biri
ila alagslandira bilar.

Sovet ittifaginin dagilmasindan sonra Qarb da regionda giic siyasatinin
ayrilmaz terkib hissasina cevrilmisdir. Enerji ehtiyatlari va Markazi
Asiyaya tranzit imkanlari regiona Qarb aktorlarinin maragini artirmisdir.
Hazirda isa biz regionda artig ham da Cin va Hindistan kimi yeni aktorlarin
faallasdigini  hiss eda bilirik. BUtiin bunlar region ugrunda galacek
geosiyasi ragabatin daha da mirakkablasacayi ganastina galmaya imkan
verir. Bu isa ham da o demakdir ki, yaxin galacakds iqgtisadi inkisaf va
sabitlik namina regional amakdasliq va integrasiyaya hamisakindan daha

artiq zarurat olacaqdir.



Uctarafli va coxtarafli formatlarda
Azarbaycan-iran amakdashgi

Cavid Valiyevdi

Giris

Azarbaycan Respublikasinin xarici siyasstinin asas prioritetlarindan
biri regional va beynalxalqg taskilatlara Gzv olmaqgdir. Bunun ilkin sababi
mustaqillik va suverenliyi méhkamlandirmak, ikincisi, tizvlik ¢arcivasinda
beynalxalq ve regional amakdashgin hidudlarini genislandirmak, tctinci
sabab ise muxtaliftaskilatlarin kirstustindan Azarbaycan arazilarinin isgali
masalasini giindsliys gatirarak, isgal olunmus Azarbaycan torpaglarinda
Ermanistan tarafindan status-kvonun saxlanmasinin garsisini almaqdir.

Yuxarida sadaladigimiz sabablare uydun olarag, Azsrbaycan mixtelif
toskilatlar daxilinds cenub qonsusu iran ila amakdasliq etmakdadir.
Azarbaycan-iran minasibatleri iki miistavids - transmilli ve taskilati
olaraq dayarlandirils bilar. iki 6lkanin smakdasliq etdiyi global va regional
platformalara asagidakilar aiddir: BMT va Qosulmama Harakati (QH),
Igtisadi ©makdasliq Tagkilati (19T), Islam ®makdaslig Taskilati (I9T) ve
Asiyada Qarsiligh Faaliyyat va Etimad Tadbirlari Gizre Musavire (AQEM).
Azarbaycan va iran bu teskilatlarin tigiinds feal smakdashq etmakdadir:
ioT, I9T va QH.

Azarbaycan 1992-ci ilds Birlasmis Millatlar Tagkilatinin Gzvi olmus
va Iran Azarbaycanin bu teskilata Uzvliyina dastak vermisdir. 1991-ci
ilds Azarbaycan islam ®makdasliq Taskilatina tizv oldugdan sonra hamin
toskilatda Azarbaycan arazilarinin isgal ile bagh bir sira gararlar gsbul
edilmis va onlarin hamisi iran tarafindsn miidafia olunmusdur. islamofobiya,
radikalizm, hamraylik va ortaq identiklik taskilatin giindsliyindaki asas
masalalardir va har iki dovlat bu masalalards amakdasliq eda bilar.

Azarbaycan 1985-ci ilds iran, Tiirkiya va Pakistan tarafindan yaradilan
Igtisadi ®makdasliq Taskilatina 1992-ci ilds tizv olmusdur. Azarbaycanla

37 Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Prezidenti yaninda Strateji Arasdirmalar Markazinin séba mudiri, cavid.velivevfe
sam.gov.az

Iranin igtisadi, enerji va nagliyyat sahasinds amakdashiginda bu taskilat
ahamiyyatli rol oynamaqgdadir.

Qosulmama Harakati Varsava Paktl va NATO-ya gars! U¢uncu dinya
olkalari tarafindan soyuq mihariba zamani yaradilmisdir. Iran bu taskilata
islam ingilabindan sonra, Azarbaycan iss 2011-ci ilds (izv olmusdur. QH
Uizv ddvlatlarin digar harbi bloklara daxil olmagdini mahdudlasdirir va bu
sebabdan na Azarbaycan, na da iran regionda faaliyyst gostaran har hansi
harbi tagkilatin tzvi deyildir.

Bununla yanasi, Azerbaycan va iran Ugtersfli platformalarda -
Azarbaycan-iran-Tiirkiys va Azarbaycan-iran-Rusiya igcterafli alagalar
carcivasinda amakdasliq etmakdadir. Lakin bu iki Gctarafli amakdasliq
formati mahiyyatce bir-birinden farglenir. Azarbaycan-iran-Tiirkiya
lctarafli slagaleri munasibstlarde misahids olunmus garginliklardan
sonra etimad va inamin barpasini, Azarbaycan-iran-Rusiya smakdaghg
isa asasan, Simal-Canub nagliyyat dshlizi layihasinin hayata kecirilmasini
hadaflayir.

Ugtarafli va transmilli amakdasliq Azarbaycan va Iran slagalarinin
bir sira sferalarini shats etmakdadir. Magalada Azarbaycanla iranin 9T,
igtisadi ©makdasliq Taskilatl va QH kimi taskilatlar, elace da Ugtarafli
formatlar c¢arcivasinds munasibatleri tshlil edilir,. BMT va AQEM
carcivasinda smakdasliq bu maqgalads nazardan kecirilmamisdir.

Canubi Qafqgaz regionu 6lkalarinin daxil oldugu teskilatlar
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Islam ®meokdasliq Taskilati ¢argivasinds miinasibatlar

Azarbaycan 6z mustaqilliyini barpa etdikdsn sonra ilk diplomatik
munasibatlarini misalman 6lkslari ils qurmus ve 1991-ci ilin dekabrinda
I8T-a Uizv olmusdur. Azarbaycanla I9T arasinda amakdashigin inkisafi
Bakinin xarici siyasstinds prioritet istigamstdir va strateji shamiyyata
malikdir. Bu giina gadar Azarbaycanda i8T-in goxsayl shemiyyatli
gorisleri va tadbirlari taskil olunmusdur. Azarbaycan «i®T Gancler
Forumu», «I®T ls¢i Markazi» va «iST-a lzv dovlatlerin Jurnalistler
Birliyi» kimi islam Hamrayliyinin giiclandirilmasine 6z tohfasini veran
yeni qurumlarin yaradilmasina tagabbus gdstarmisdir. 2015-ci ilde Bakida
Islam Tahsil, EIm va Madaniyyat Tagkilatinin (ISESCO) Bas Konfransinin
12-ci iclasi kegirilmisdir. ISESCO-nun Bas Konfransindan avval, 23-24
noyabr tarixlarinds Bakida islam Tahsil, EIm va Madaniyyst Taskilatinin
36-c1 xususi iclasi kegirilmisdir.

Azarbaycan [9T-in beynalxalq rolunu artirmaq Ucin ciddi sayler
gostarmisdir. 2011-2013-cu illsr arasinda BMT Tahllkasizlik Surasinin
geyri-daimi (izvii olan Azarbaycan islam diinyasinin maraglarina xidmat
edan bir sira takliflar hazirlayib hayata kecirmisdir. Masalan, Azarbaycan
terrorizmla mibarize ila bagl yiksek saviyyasli beynalxalq konfransla
yanasl, BMT ils IS8T arasinda smakdagh@in genislandirilmasi tigtin yiiksak
saviyysli gorisitn kecirilmasini tagkil etmisdir. 2008-ci ilds Avropa
Surasina lizv 6lkalarin madaniyyat nazirlarinin toplantisi 19T niimayanda
heyatinin istiraki ils Bakida kecirilmisdir. Eyni zamanda Avropa Surasinin
nimayandalari 2009-cu ilds i©T-a izv 6lkalarin nazirlerinin Bakida
kegirilan toplantisina davat olunmusdur. Azarbaycan i9T-in beynalxalg
taskilatlarla alagalarinin  genislandirilmasi  siyasstini  Tark  Surasi
carcivasinda da hayata kecirmisdir. Bu istiqgamatda 10 sentyabr 2017-
ci ilds Astanada Tirk Surasi ils I©T arasinda Anlasma Memorandumu
imzalanmisdir.

19T 1969-cu ilds qurulmusdur ve asas hadafi bitiin misslman
dovlstlarini Falastin probleminin halli yolunda bir araya gatirmak idi.
Toaassiiflor olsun ki, i©T Falastin problemi, Kasmir, Bosniya, Dagliq

Qarabag ve misslman dinyasindaki digar minagisslarla bagh ortaq
mévge formalasdirmag yolunda islam diinyasini global migyasda temsil
eda bilmadi. Azarbaycan paytaxtl Sergi Quds olan Falastin dévlatinin
yaradilmasini va Kasmir miinagisasinin BMT-nin Tahlikasizlik Surasinin
gstnamalarina asassn hallini dastaklayir.33 2013-ci ilds Azarbaycan
Falastin dévlatina yardim tigiin islam Maliyys Tahliikasizliyi Sshakasinin
va Ol-Quds ssharinin inkisafina dastek veran donor konfransina ev
sahibliyi etmisdir.39

9T  Ermanistan-Azarbaycan, Dagliq Qarabag
Azarbaycanin srazi butovllyd ve suverenliyi ¢argivasinds hallini
tasdiglayan bir cox gatnama gabul etmis va bunlarin hamisi iran tarafindan
da dastaklanmisdir. ©n muhumi, 1997-ci ilds Tehranda kegirilmis dovlat
va hokumat basgilarinin zirva toplantisinda «Azarbaycana garsl ermani
tacaviuzi» adh ssnad gabul edilmisdir.

Ermani isgali tekce Azarbaycan xalgina ve ya arazilarina deyil, eyni
zamanda Islam madani irsina, mascid va abidslarina garsi yonalib. isgal
olunmus torpaglara goéndsrilan ATOT missiyalart 10 mascid ds daxil
olmagla, madani abidslsrin kutlavi mshv edilmasi barads malumat
vermisdir. 19T-in Xarici Islar Nazirlari Surasinin 30-cu iclasinda (Iran,
2003) qgabul edilmis gstnamads Azarbaycan Respublikasinin isgal
olunmus arazilarinds ermani tacaviizkarlarinin islam tarixi va madani
irsinin tamamila mahv edilmasina ytnalmis barbarliq amallari gatiyystls
pislanib.40 Bu istigamatda iran va Azarbaycan digar dost dlkalarla birlikda
I9T cargivasinda islam madaniyyati abidalari va mascidlar hagqinda
Umumi hesabat hazirlaya bilar va iranli mitaxassislar bu masalalari
beynalxalq arenada giindsmsa gatirs bilarlar.

I9T-in gatnamalarine baxmayaraq, bazi misalman 6lkalari hala da
Ermanistanla siyasi va igtisadi amakdashgir davam etdirirlar. Azarbaycan
Prezidenti ilham Sliyev Qazaxistanin Astana ssharinds I18T-in Elm va

munagqisasinin

38 Azerbaijan Backs State of Palastine, http://news.az/articles/politics/39371, (29. 06.2011).

39  Nasir Abdul Kerim, Falastin-Azarbaycan: qardasliq ve dostlug Uzarinds qurulmus munasibatler, http:/
newtimes.az/az/politics/4913/

40 The Destruction and Desecration of Islamic Historical and Cultural Relics and Shrines in The Occupied
Azerbaijan Territories Resulting from the Aggression of the Republic of Armenia Against the Republic of Azerbaijan,
Resolution NO. 3/43-C on Protection of Islamic Holy Places, http://www.oic-oci.org/subweb/cfm/43/en/docs/

fin/43cfm_res_cs_en.pdf.p. 16.
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Texnologiya Uzra Birinci Zirva toplantisinda ¢ixisinda geyd etmisdir ki,
Azarbaycan mascidlarini dagidan Ermanistan misalman 6lkalarinin dostu
ola bilmaz.4

IST-a lizv olan 6lkalar islamofobiya, radikalizm, ekstremizm, terrorizm
kimi ortag problemlarla qarsilasmaqdadir. Radikalizm va ekstremizm
Islam dunyasinin Pakistandan Suriyayadsk (zlasdiyi iki asas problemdir.
Bitiin bu problemlar iran va Azarbaycanin atrafindaki qonsu olkalards
bas verir va bu, onlarin tahliikasizliyi va xarici siyasstins ds birbasa manfi
tasir gostarmakdadird2. Har iki dovlat 6z arazilarinds radikal va ekstremist
faaliyystlarin muxtalif novleri ils Uzlasir. Ekstremizm, radikalizm va
terrorizmla mubarizs strategiyasi akademik va intellektual muilahizalsrin
nazars alinmasi yolu ils inkisaf etdirilo biler. Bu manada iranh va
azarbaycanli alimler va ziyalilar islam dinyasinda banzar problemlars
garsi mubarizani diggst markazina alan ortaq bir tadgigat hazirlamaq tglin
amakdasliq edas bilarlar.

Son illsrds Qarb 6lkslarinda ortaya c¢ixan islamofobiyanin hadafinda
Azarbaycan va iranin da oldugunu sdylays bilarik. islamofobiya miisal-
manlara va Umumilikds islama garsi diismancilik kimi tasvir oluna bilar.
Taassuflar olsun ki, bazi beynalxalg matbuat organlari ve miiayyan dairalar
mussalmanlari terrorcu va ekstremist kimi galema vermays calisirlar. Buna
gora da bu riyakar kampaniyaya garsl beynalxalq ictimaiyystds etirazin
genislandirilmasina va bitiin dinlar ve madaniyyatlara mansub insanlarin
sulh iginda yasamasi tgiin islamofobiyaya garsi kollektiv mibarizanin giic-
landirilmasi yolunda siyasi iradsnin méhkamlandirilmasina ciddi ehtiyac
yaranmisdir. Azarbaycan islam madaniyyatini diinyaya tanitmagq tigiin gox
say gostarir. Prezident ilham Sliyev geyd etmisdir ki, Azarbaycan islamin
stilh va marhamat dini oldugunu bitiin dinyaya niimayis etdirmak iste-
yird3. Azarbaycan Luvr Muzeyinin «islam incasanati» bdlmasinin agilisin-
da yaxindan istirak etmisdir. Bu bélmada islam madaniyyatinin memarlig,

41 1lham Aliyev attended First Summit on Science and Technology of Organization of Islamic Cooperation in
Astana, http://en.president.az/articles/25168 (10 September 2017)

42 At least 12 killed in Pair of terrorist attacks in Iran, https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/07/world/middleeast/
iran-parliament-attack- khomeini-mausoleum.html?mcubz=0

43 “Baki-2017” IV islam Hamrayliyi Oyunlarinin su sayahati Xazardan baslandi: Azarbaycan Prezidenti ilham
Bliyev marasimda istirak edib, Xalq gazeti.-2017.-6 aprel.- Ne 70.-S.1-2.

senat va digar madani nimunalari yer almaqdadir. i9T-nin tizv 6lkalarinin
madaniyyst nazirlarinin 2009-cu ilde Bakida kecirilan 6-c1 konfransinda
gabul edilmis garara asasan, 2018-ci ilds Naxcivan «islam madaniyyatinin
paytaxti» elan edilmisdir.

2017-ci il Azarbaycanda islam Hamrayliyi ili elan olundu. Eyni ilda
Bakida «islam Hamrayliyi Oyunlari» kegirildi. Bundan slavs, Tehranda
islam hamrayliyi va Iran-Azarbaycan dostluguna dair birge konfrans
kecirildi.44 Azarbaycan va iran miisalman dévlstleri arasinda hamrayliyin
mdhkamlandirilmasi va hagiqgi islam madaniyystinin tsbligi tgin digar
misalman O6lkalari ils birlikda Uctarafli alagalar c¢argivasinds bir sira
konfranslar taskil eds bilar.

Miixtalif mazhablar islam ©makdasliq Taskilatina (izv 6lkalarin
umumi identikliyinin yaradilmasina manea olmuslar. Xususila, Saudiyya
Srabistani va iran arasindaki ragabat onlarin Yaxin Sarq va islam diinyasinin
umumi problemlarina olan yanasmalarina ciddi tasir gostarmisdir. Lakin
hatta mazhabgilik va siyasi muxtaliflik bels, dlkslar arasinda smakdasliq
tcun manea olmamalidir va dovlatlar bir-birinin daxili islerina mudaxila
etmamalidirlar. Muxtslif siyasi sistemlarine baxmayaraq, Azsrbaycanla
iran arasinda dostlugq va amakdasliq digar 6lkslar tigiin garsihigl maraq
doguran masalalarda amsakdashgin inkisaf etdirilmasina nimuna ola bilar.
Eyni zamanda Azarbaycan ham iran, ham da Saudiyys Srabistani ila
pragmatik alagslara malikdir.

Bgar biitiin iizv dlkalar islam anlayisi strafinda irslilayan bir Gmumi
identiklik alde eds bilarsa, iqtisadi va siyasi amakdasligin artiriimasi
¢otin olmayacaqg. Butin dinyada hamraylik olmalidir. Azasrbaycan
Prezidenti ilham Sliyev va iran Prezidenti Hassn Ruhani Myanmada
yasayan Rohinqya misalmanlarina yardim edilmasi Uciin amakdasliq
edilmasi ila bagh c¢agiris etmisdir. Qazaxistanin Astana ssharinds Elm
va Texnologiya lizre 18T zirvesinda c¢ixislari zamani har iki prezident
Rohingyaya garsi zorakiliga son goymagq Ugciin tadbirlerin gériilmasinin
ahamiyyatini vurgulamisdir. Azarbaycan Myanmaya 100 ton humanitar
yardim géndarmisdir.

44 Conference on Islamic solidarity and Iranian-Azerbaijani friendship kicks off in Tehran https://azertag.az/en/
xeber/Conference_on_Islamic_solidarity_and_lranian_Azerbaijani_friendship_kicks_off_in_Tehran- 1083651
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‘ Azarbaycan sivil, ¢oxmillatli vao ¢oxdilli bir dovlatdir. Azarbaycan
Islamin miixtolif tozahiirlorini oks etdiron miiasir miisalman &lkasi
niimunasidir vo Islami miixtalifliyi, yiiksok Islami doyarlori miihafiza
etmokdadir. Etnik va dini toleranthq dovlot saviyyasinde qorunur va
Azarbaycan hokumati dini va etnik azliqlara borabar imkanlar va hiiquglar,
habels dinc va rahat yasayis tamin edir. Miisalman va qeyri-miisalman
azarbaycanlilar asrlor boyu miixtalif dini vo etnik mongali xalglarla siilh
vo harmoniya soraitinda yasamislar. Beynolxalq Tolerantliq Giiniinii (16
noyabr) qeyd etmoklo, bir g¢oxlar1 Azarbaycanda méveud olan miiasir
miihitin etnik vo dini toleranthin yaxs1 niimunasi ola bilacayina inanirlar.
Azarbaycan hom sia, hom da siinni dévlatlar ilo yaxs: alagolors malikdir.
Qadinlarin siyasi, igtisadi, sosial, madani v ya dini olmaqla, dovlatin
biitiin sferalarinda borabarhiiquqlu istiraki miimkiindiir. Azorbaycan va
franda gadinlarin dovlet vo hékumotin biitiin saholorindo istirak etmasi
yiiksok saviyyadadir. Buna gora do Iran vo Azorbaycan IOT élkalorindo
qadnlarin rolunun artirilmas tigiin bu sahads amokdasliq eda bilarlor.

iqtisadi @moakdashq Toaskilat: ¢argivasinda alagalar

Iqtisadi ©mokdashq Taskilati (IOT) 1985-ci ilda iran, Tiirkiya vo
Pakistan arasinda regional iqtisadi omokdaghig inkisaf etdirmok moagsadi
ilo 1964-cii ildo qurulan Regional Inkisaf Taskilatinin davamu olaraq
yaradilmigdir. [9T-in mogsadi regionda igtisadi, texniki ve modoni
olagaleri genislondirmokdir. Bu baximdan IOT son 32 ilda olkalor
arasinda naqliyyat vo ticarat olaqalorinin genislondirilmasini hadoflamis
va enerji, ticarat, nagliyyat, kond tasarriifat: vo narkotik gagagmalgiligina
qarsi miibarizo sahasinda bir sira layiholor hoyata kegirmisdir.* 19T-in

Omokdashq Strategiyas: iizv dovlotlor arasinda isbirliyinin ii¢ sahasini
miioyyonlosdirmigdir. 1. Ticarat; 2. Nagliyyat vo kommunikasiya; 3.

Enerji.*
IOT region dovlatlari ilo igtisadi va ticarat slagalorini inkisaf etdirmok
va Qorbin totbiq etdiyi sanksiyalarin tasirini azaltmaq baximndan fran

45  Brief Introduction about Economic cooperation Organization, http://www.eco.int/in2.htm

46 Economic Cooperation Strategy For The Eco Region, http://www.eco.int/MainMenu/D htm#D
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iigiin oalverisli platformadir. Bu togkilat regional omokdash@in inkisaf
etdirilmasi tigiin iran vo Azarbaycana Markazi Asiya ilo iqtisadi va siyasi
alagalor qurmaga imkanlar yaratmigdir.

Azarbaycan Respublikas1 ©fqanistan va SSRi-nin dagilmasi noticasindo
miistaqillik qazanan digar Markazi Asiya 6lkalori ilo birlikda 1992-ci ildo
bu taskilata qosulmusdur. 2006 va 2012-ci illorde Azorbaycanda [OT-
in iki zirva toplantis1 kegirilmigdir; 2012-ci ildo Bakidaki son sammitdo
Azorbaycan [9T-2 sadrlik etmigdir. Azorbaycan hom do [OT Bankinin
sahmdanidir. 2012-ci ildo Bakida kegirilon 19T sammitinds Azarbaycan
Prezidenti ilham Oliyev dlkamizin iqtisadi layihalorda faal istirak etmaya
hazir oldugunu bildirmigdir.

iqtisadi ©mokdashq Taskilatina iizv dovlatlor 1991-ci ild> imtiyazh
ticarat sazisi, 2000-ci ildo ©mokdashq Cargivo Konvensiyasi va 2004-cii ildo
Ticarat Sazisi imzalamiglar. Bu sababdon 1994-2012-ci illorda iizv dovlatlor
arasinda ticarat dovriyyasi 8 dofo artmusdir. 2012-ci ilin ragomlarina gérs,
igtisadi ©mokdaslhq Taskilat: dlkalori arasinda ticarat dovriyyasinin 44,9%-i
Tiirkiya ilo, 18,6%-i iso regional saviyyada ikinci olan iranladir.*” Bu, franin
regional dévlatlorlo ticari olagelorinin iqtisadi blokadani yarmasi {giin
¢ox faydali oldugunu gostorir. Digor torafdon, Azarbaycan IOT 6lkolorina
investisiya yatirmaga davam edir. Azarbaycan Tiirkiyayo milyardlarla AB$
dollar1 hocminda sormays qoyub va Azorbaycanla iran arasinda domir
yolunun tikintisi iigiin irana 500 milyon dollar kredit verib.

[OT-a iizv 6lkalor tarixon iki fargli blokdan goalir vo homin sababdaon
onlar arasinda nagliyyat yollar1 oldugca mohduddur, bu da onlarin ticarat
va iqtisadi alagalarino moanfi tasir gostormisdir. Bundan slava, 9T iizvii
olan bazi 6lkaler doniza ¢ixig1 olmayan dovlatlordir. Buna goéra do diinya
bazarlarina ¢ixis iigiin  nagliyyat infrastrukturunun inkisafi qarsihqh
alagalorin geniglonmasi iigiin miihiim amildir. Bu baximdan Azarbaycanla
fran arasinda homin sahodoki amokdashq IOT &lkalori ilo nagliyyat
alagalorini, daniza va global bazarlara ¢ixist tomin edir.

Azorbaycan torafi Simal-Conub vo Sorq-Qorb dohlizlorini iOT
regionunun dsas nagliyyat vo kommunikasiya sistemi hesab edir vo

- e
47 Muhammed Ali and Noreen Mujahid, * An Analytical Study of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO):
Challenges and Perspectives. European Academic Research, Vol 11, Issue 11, February 2015. pp. 14031-14045. p, 14038
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bu layihalarin asas tassbbiiskaridir. Qazvin-Rast-Astara(iran)-Astara
(Azarbaycan) demir yolu layihssi iran va Azasrbaycan arasinda Simal-
Canub dahlizinin asas hissasidir. Bu demir yolu layihasinin basa ¢atmasi il
19T damiryol sabakasi Avropa va Hind okeani sabakasinin birlasdirilmasini
temin edacak.48

I9T Qazvin-Astara Damiryol Dshlizi {izra Yiiksak Saviyyali is¢i Qrupu
tosis etmisdir.49 2013-cii ilde Bakida i9T-in Qazvin-Rast-Astara (iran)
- Astara (Azarbaycan) (izra Yiiksak Saviyyali is¢i Qrupunun ilk iclasi
kegirilmisdir. 18T-in damir yollan ila baglh cavabdeh nazirlarinin gérisi
2017-ci ilds kecirilmisdir.

Azarbaycan takca Simal-Canub nagliyyat dahlizi deyil, ham ds Sarg-
Qarb nagliyyat dshlizi gargivesinda i8T dlkalarini birlasdirmak {ciin
miihiim rol oynayir. Azarbaycanin digsr i19T olkalari ils smakdasligda
istifade etdiyi Baki-Tbilisi-Qars demir yolu basga i9T dlkalarinin da
istifadasina aciqdir. Bu layiha i9T élkalarini daha da yaxinlasdiracaqdir.

I9T-in Azarbaycan iiciin siyasi shamiyyati oldugca yiiksakdir. Birincisi,
2011-ci ilde BMT-da kegirilan sasverma zamani i8T-a iizv 6lkalar, o
climladan iran, Azarbaycanin BMT Tahliikasizlik Surasina geyri-daimi
tizvliyiinii dastsklamisdir. ikincisi, Dagliq Qaraba§ masalasinin giindsmda
saxlanilmasi va taskilat daxilinds munagisanin Azarbaycanin arazi
butdvluyd gargivasinds hallini dastaklayacak gararlar gsbul edilmasidir.
Bu istigamatda i8T-in Azarbaycanin xeyrina gabul etdiyi gararlar da iran
tarafindan dasteklanmisdir. 18T-in 2009-cu ilds Tehranda kegirilan 10-cu
sammitinin  yekun Bayannamasinda regional munagisalarin dovlatlarin
arazi butdvliyl ¢arcivasinda siilh yolu ils hallinin vacibliyi vurgulanmisdir.

Azarbaycan va iran Qosulmama Harakatinin tizvil kimi

Qosulmama Harakati (QH) 1961-ci ilin sentyabr ayinda yaradiimisdir.
QH-s Uizv olmaqg ugiin asas ohdsliklar asagidakilardir: namizad 6lkanin
mustaqil daxili ve xarici siyasat hayata kegirmasi; mustaqillik harakatlarina

48  Azerbaycan va igtisadi ®makdasliq Tagkilati, http://www.mfa.gov.az/content/752
49  4th High Level Working Group on Qazvin-Rasht-Astara Railway Corridor, http://www.eco.int/Upcomming_
Meetings/upcoming_events55.htm

destak vermasi (hegemon giclara qarsi); boyuk quvvalar arasindaki
munagqisads he¢ bir harbi ittifagda yer almamasi. Bundan slava, agar QH
Olkasi 6z srazisinda genis miqyasl harbi bazanin yerlasdirilmasina raziliq
versa, mivafiq razilasma bdyuk dévlatlarin regional ragabati ¢arcivasinda
olmamalidir.50

Har iki dovlst dlkslsrin xarici siyasstinde muihim rol oynayan QH
zvidir. iran 1979-cu il islam ingilabindan sonra, Azarbaycan iss 2011-
ci ilda bu taskilatin Gizvii olmusdur. Umumiyysatls, iran ve Azarbaycanin
QH-a gosulmaqgda asagidaki magsadlari var

1. iki dévlstin rasmi bayanatlarinda miistaqil xarici siyasat ritorikasi
asas prioritetdir;

2. Har iki 6lka xarici siyasst problemlarini hall etmak t¢lin QH-a Uzv
dovlstlordan dastek almafa say gosterir. Azarbaycan Dagliq Qarabag
munagisasinin 6z srazi butdvluyu va suverenliyi daxilinds halli yolunda
QH-a lizv odlkalarin dastayini alds etmaya calisir va iran 6ziiniin niiva
enerjisi foaliyyatlarine dastak almagi ve Qarb 6lkaleri tarsfindan tatbiq
edilan sanksiyalarin zaifladilmasini hadaflayir.

3. Har iki 6lks ¢oxqutbli beynalxalq munasibatlar sistemini midafis
edir va bu sababdan QH-nin gliclanmasini istayir.

2016-c1 ilds Venesuelada kegirilan sammitds iran prezidenti Hasan
Ruhani buginki beynalxalq slagslsr sisteminin aktual problemlsrindsn
birinin Kigik ddvlatlarin mustaqilliyina garsi boyuk dévlatlarin tazyiglari
oldugunu vurgulamisdir.5!

iranin QH-daki asas siyasi magsadlarindan biri Beynalxalq Atom Ener-
jisi Agentliyinin idars Heystinds harakata iizv dévlstlerin tamsilgilarin-
dan fardi va ya qrup dastayi almagq idi. Otan illards Hindistan, Pakistan,
Misir, Braziliya, Kuba kimi QH-nin an giiclii tizvlsri MAQATE-nin idare
Heyatinin Uzvi olmusdur. 2012-ci ilde Qosulmama Harakatinin Tehranda
kegirilmis sammitinda gabul edilmis yekun bayanatda Azasrbaycan va irani
yaxindan maraglandiran iki magam 6z aksini tapmisdir. QH lzvlari Dagliq
Qarabag minagisesinin Azarbaycan Respublikasinin arazi butévliyi ve

50 Members and other Participants of NAM Movement, https://mea.gov.in/Images/pdf/Members-and-other-

participants.pdf (14.04.2016).
51 Iran hands over NAM presidency Venezuela, http://en.nhandan.com.vn/world/item/4633202-iran-hands-over-

nam-presidency-to-venezuela.html (18.09.2016).
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suverenliyi ¢arcivasinda hallini dastaklamislar. Digar tarafdan, beynalixalq
niva silahsizlanmasi ¢agdirisi edan sanadds iranin siilhmagsadli nive fea-
liyyati dastaklanmisdir. Sanadda hamginin islamofobiya va irggiliya garsi
mubarizs tUg¢lin caginslar edilmisdir.5

Digar terafdan, QH odlkaleri irana garsi iqtisadi sanksiyalara dastok
vermamis va iranin iqtisadiyyatini hadaf alan Qarb &lkalarinin tatbig
etdiyi sanksiyalara baxmayaraq, bu 6lks Gc¢iin ¢cox vacib olan ticarst va
igtisadi alagalari davam etdirmisdir. Azarbaycan QH {izvii kimi irana garsi
sanksiyalar1 dastsklamamisdir. 7-10 May 2012-ci il tarixinds Misirds
kecirilmis Qosulmama Harakatinin 16-ci iclasinda, 26-31 avqust 2012-
ci ilds iranda kegirilon 16-c1 sammitda, 28-29 may 2014-cii il tarixinds
Blcazairda kegirilmis Xarici islar Nazirlarinin 17-ci sessiyasinda, 2017-ci
il 13-18 sentyabrda VVenesuelada kecirilmis 17-ci Zirva Toplantisinda gabul
edilmis sanadlarda Ermanistan-Azarbaycan, Dadliq Qarabag miinagisasinin
shverenlik, srazi butévliyu va dovlstlarin beynalxalq saviyyads taninmis
sorhadleri c¢arcgivasinda hall olunmasi ila bagh Azarbaycanin mévageyi
dastaklanmisdir.53

Qeyd etmak lazimdir ki, Azarbaycan 6z srazisinds digar dévlatlarin
harbi bazalarinin yerlasdirilmasina ve arazisinin qonsu 0&lkalera gars
istifade olunmasina garsidir. Azarbaycan Mudafis Nazirinin 14 may 2005-
ci ilds irana rasmi safari zamani iki 6lke arasinda 6z srazilarinin Uglincil
Olkslar tarafindan bir-birina garsi istifads edilmasina imkan verilmamasi
barads sazis imzalanmisdir.54 2010-cu ilds gabul olunmus Harbi Doktrinada
Azarbaycan tersfi beynalxalq muiqavilalarda nazards tutulan hallar istisna
olmagla, Olka arazisinds xarici harbi bazalarin yerlasdirilmasini radd
etmisdir.55

Umumiyyatla, Azarbaycanin QH-a iizv olmasinin beynalxalq siyasata
Uc asas tasiri vardir. Birincisi, geosiyasi mubariza aparan regional
qurumlarin tazyiglarindan yayinmaq ve Canubi Qafgazda kigik bloklarin

52 NAM Backs Azerbaijan Integrity, https://www.azemews.az/nation/43299.html (05.09.2012).

53 Jason E. Strakes, Azerbaijan and the Non-Aligned Movement: Institutionalizing the “Balanced Foreign Policy ,
IAl Working Papers, 15|11 May 2015.

54 Azerbaijan, iran signed defence cooperation agreement, http:/www.kuna.net.kw/ArticlePrintPage-
aspx?id=1565245&language=en

55  Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Harbi Doktrinasi, http://www.mod.gov.az/doktrina.htm (08.06.2010).

qurulmasi dgln, ilk ndvbads, Bakiya edilan xarici tazyiglari QH vasitasila
neytrallasdirmisdir. ikincisi, bu dévrds Al, NATO, Avrasiya Igtisadi
Birliyi (AIB) va Gomriik ittifagi kimi taskilatlara tizvlilk Azarbaycanin
maraglarina uygun galmirdi. Cuinki bu teskilatlara tizv olmagla, Azarbaycan
eyni vaxtda onlarin arasinda yaranan ragabatin bir hissasi ola bilardi. AiB-a
lizv olmag Azarbaycanin igtisadi ve siyasi maraglarina uygun deyildir.
Azarbaycan miistaqil xarici siyasat aparmagq yolunu se¢misdir. Uglincisii,
QH Gzvliyd 6lkanin NATO va ya KTMT-ya daxil olacagina dair sayislara
son vermisdir.

Uctarafli platformalarda Azarbaycan-iran amakdashgi

Sovet ittifaginin parcalanmasindan sonra Avrasiya regionunda bas
veran siyasi va iqtisadi proseslar regional tgtarafli smakdasliq Ugtin zarurat
yaratmisdir.  1990-ci illerds yaranan Azarbaycan-Turkiys-Gircustan
Ucbucagi regiondaki geostrateji va iqtisadi vaziyyatin naticasidir. Belalikls,
0z maraglarinin gqorunmasini va suratli gararlar alinmasini istayan 6lkalar
arasindaki regional amakdasliq t¢liyt bu glinadak 6lkalar arasinda etimad
yaratmaga va regional layihalarin hayata kegirilmasini slratlandirmaya
xidmat gostararak, amakdashig inkisaf etdirmisdir. iran ve Azarbaycan iki
regional (gclilkds tamsil olunur: Azarbaycan-iran-Tirkiys va Azarbaycan-
iran-Rusiya. Lakin onlarin ortaya ¢ixmasinin sabablari fargli idi va har iki
formatdan gozlantilar da farglanir.

Azarbaycan-iran-Turkiys lctarafli smakdashg!

Uc 6lkanin xarici isler nazirlari arasinda miitamadi goriislar kegirilmasi
haqqinda ilk razilasma 2010-cu ilda istanbulda kegirilan i9T-in sammitinda
alda edilmisdir. Sammitin sonunda Azarbaycan, iran ve Tiirkiys Xarici
Islar nazirlarinin birgs bayanatinda siyasi maslshatlasmalarin apariimasi va
mintazam Ugtarafli danisiglarin kegirilmasinin vacibliyi vurgulanmisdir.56
Xarici Islar Nazirlari saviyyasinda Ugtarafli goriislar 2011-ci il aprelin

56 Iranian Leader Joins Regional Talks in Istanbul, https://english.aawsat.com/theaawsat/news-middle-east/
iranian-leader-joins-regional-talks-in-istanbul
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16-da Urmiya (iran), 2012-ci ilds Naxcivan (Azarbaycan), 2014-cii ilds
Van (Turkiys), 2016-ci ilde iss Ramsar (iran) ssharinda kegirilmisdir.
Hamin goruslarda xarici islar nazirleri viza rejiminin sadslasdirilmasi,
xalqglar arasinda temaslarin genislandirilmasi, tahlikasizlik va beynalxalq
toskilatlarda amakdashgin artirilmasi, birge madani programlarin teskili,
u¢ olkanin tahlukssizlik ve kasfiyyat taskilatlari arasinda terrorgulug,
mutasakkil cinayastkarlig, silah ve narkotik madds gagagmalgihigi, insan
alveri, habela migrant gagaqciliyi ile mibarize sahasinds amakdaslija
dair bayannamslar gsbul etmislar. Bu Uctarafli gorislar 2011-ci ilds
Azarbaycanla iran arasinda yaranan siyasi bohrandan sonra ortaya gixmis
va goruslarin ardinca bu siyasi garginlik nisbsten azalmisdir. Hal-hazirda
da bu Ugli gorusler siyasi bohranlarin ortaya ¢ixmasina garsi bir galxan
rolunu oynayir.

Bu giin tg¢ 6lkanin amakdashidini zaruri edan siyasi, igtisadi, nagliyyat,
enerji va tahlikasizlik amillari mdévcuddur: har tg¢ dovlstin daxili va
xarici siyasstina kanardan midaxils, Suriyadaki vatandas muharibasi va
bu ¢ 6lkanin tahlikasizliyini va arazi butovliyini tahdid edan radikal
dini terror taskilatlarinin artan tasiri kimi realliglar vardir. Har li¢c dévlst
mistaqil xarici siyassti dastaklayir, bu da iqgtisadi amakdasligi labid edir.
Har ¢ 6lka Sarg-Qarb nagliyyat dahlizindas yerlasir, bu da onlara regional
va global saviyyads imkanlar yaradir.

imkanlardan istifads etmak olar:

iran 6z mehsullarini diinya bazarina ¢ixarmaq (gciin Azarbaycan va
Turkiyanin enerji va nagliyyat xatlarina dair birga layihalarinda istirak
etmakla Ugtarafli igtisadi amakdashgi genislandira bilar. Galacakda
Baki-Thilisi-Qars damir yolunun Naxg¢ivan-Culfa-Tabriz demir yoluna
gosulmasi t¢ 6lka arasinda nagliyyat alagslarinin yaradilmasina kémak
edacakdir. Digar tarafdan, Nax¢ivanda yaradilacaq azad iqtisadi zona ¢
Olkanin galacak amakdasligi baximindan da vacibdir.

Regiondaki sabitliyin va tahlikasizliyin tamin edilmasi har ¢ dovlstin
maraglan sirasindadir. Bu baximdan midafis va tahliikasizlik masalslari
tizra amakdasliq va muizakirslar slagsalarin inkisafina kémak edacakdir.

Azarbaycan-iran-Rusiya ugtarafli smakdashg

Xarici iglar nazirleri arasinda ilk Ugtarafli gorus 2016-ci il aprelin
7-da Bakida kegirilmis va nazirler ti¢ 6lkanin prezidentlarinin gortsuni
razilasdirmiglar. Naticads 2016-c1 il avqustun 8-ds Bakida (i¢ 6lkanin
prezidentlari ilnam Sliyev, Hasan Ruhani va Vladimir Putin arasinda
ilk goras kecirilmis, ikinci iclas iss 2017-ci il noyabrin 1-ds Tehranda
kecirilmisdir. Baki goriisiiniin naticasi olaraq, Uctarafli amakdashga dair
bayannams imzalanmisdir.57 Bayannama Ugtarafli ¢arciveda madaniyyat,
igtisadiyyat, tshlukasizlik, nagliyyat, enerji sahslarinds va regional
masalalarda qgarsiligl maraglara uygun amakdashgi dastaklayir. Uctarafli
amakdashgin ortaya ¢ixmasinin miayyan ssbablari vardir: Rusiya {¢lin
iran va Azarbaycanla six alagalaer qurmag va Hind okeanina an gisa yolla
daxil olmag shamiyyatlidir; iranin baslica magsadi iqtisadiyyatinin asasini
taskil edan eneriji resusrlarinin regional nagliyyat xatti ils diinya bazarlarina
¢ixarmag va region 6lkalari ils igtisadi smakdashgi inkisaf etdirmakdir;
Azarbaycan gln ise geyri-neft sektorunun inkisafini dastaklamak,
iki glcli gonsu ila yaxsi munasibatlar qurmagq ve Ermanistam regional
layihalardan tacrid etmak Uglin asas tranzit 6lkasi olmaq vacibdir.

Bslinds regional kontekstda Azarbaycanla smakdasliq etmak iran tigiin
daha sarfalidir. Cunki birincisi, Azarbaycan mistaqil xarici siyasst aparir;
ikincisi, Canubi Qafgaz regionunda geosiyasi cahatdan Azarbaycanla
amakdasliq etmadan heg kim ugur gazana bilmaz; tglinciisi, Azarbaycanin
enerji va nagliyyat infrastrukturu daha ¢ox inkisaf etmisdir va Baki bu
layihalari Ermanistandan fargli olaraq, 6z idars edir, dérdincu iss,
Azarbaycan etibarli tarafdasdir.

Bayannamadas xususile geyd edilan Ugtarafli smakdasliq sahslarindsn
biri Rusiya, Azarbaycan va irani Hindistanin Mumbay limanina birlasdir-
mak Ug¢lin nazarda tutulan Simal-Canub nagliyyat dshlizidir. Son illar Si-
mali-Canub dahlizi xattinin insasini sirstlandiran iki shamiyyatli hadisa
misahids olunmusdur: birincisi, 2013-ctu ilds Cinin irali surdiyu «Bir

57 Azarbaycan Respublikasi, iran islam Respublikasi va Rusiya Federasiyasi Prezidentlarinin BOYANNAMSSI,
http://azertag.az/xeber/Azerbaycan_Respublikasi_Iran_Islam_Respublikasi_ve_Rusiya_Federasiyasi_
Prezidentlerinin_BAYANNAMASI-981209 (09.08.2016).
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kemar, bir yol» ipak Yolu layihasi; ikincisi, iranla alti dévlstin Tehranin
niive programi ila bagl razihiga galmasi.

Azarbaycan va iran arasinda dsmir yolu tamamlandigdan sonra bu
xatt Naxcivana uzanacaqdir. Belalikla, Azarbaycanin Naxgivandan iranla
damir yolu slagasi ola bilar. Qars-Naxcivan dsmir yolunun tikintisi ils
miigayisada irandan Naxgivana olan xatts daha az maliyys vasaiti istifads
oluna bilar.

Diger tarafdan, region dovlstleri arasinda naqliyyat alagasini
yaratmag ¢ox vacibdir. Bu, nagliyyat govsaglarinda yerlasan dovlstlar
arasinda qarsthgli amakdashgi genislandirir. Eyni zamanda bu yol dgiin
vahid tariflar misyyan etmak va bir pancars tetbig etmak mimkindr.
Bu tacrubs Trans-Xazar nagliyyatinin daha effektiv faaliyysti Uglin
Ukrayna-Gurclstan-Azarbaycan-Qazaxistan arasinda tstbiq olunur. Digar
torafdan, bu amakdaslija basga 6lkalar da daxil edila bilar. Masalan, iran-
Azarbaycan-Gircustan arasinda Uctarsfli amakdasliq imkanlari artaraq
Coanub-Qarb dshlizinin yaradilmasina xidmat eds bilsr. Pakistanin da
bu xatts qosulmasi miumkiindiir. Bu magsadls Azarbaycan-iran-Pakistan
uctarafli amakdasliq perspektivi ve Pakistanin nagliyyat xatlarindsn
yararlanmagq yollari arasdirila bilar.

Natica

Azarbaycan va iran takqutbli va ikiqitbli diinya siyasi sisteming
garsidirlar, clnki bu geosiyasi dusiinceys asasen, sistemds hegemon
ddvlatlar 6z maraglarina uygun siyasat yiridarlar. Bu cir siyasst mistaqil
xarici siyasat strategiyasina ziddir. Regional taskilatlara Gzv olmag va ya
regional uctarafli platformalar yaratmag mdistaqil xarici siyasati kursunun
bir hissasidir.

Siyasi cahatdan Azarbaycan va iran hegemon giiclars garsi yaradilmis
butin teskilatlara daxil olmuslar va hec bir global giic bu taskilatlarda yer
almir. Na Azarbaycan, na da iran 6z suverenliyina va miistagilliyina xalal
getiran taskilatlarin Gzvu deyil. Har iki dovlat har hansi harbi blokda yer
almir.

Har iki oOlkenin hokumsati amakdashgin inkisafina calissa da, bazi
magamlarda miinasibatlards hals da etimadsizlig mdvcuddur. Bu vaziyyati
aradan qaldirmagq Ugiin birgs saylar gostarilmalidir. Kegmisda iran-ABS
geosiyasi ragabsti zamani Azarbaycan bu oyunun bir pargasi olmamis, hec
bir iqtisadi sanksiya va ya irana garsi olan harbi ritorikani dastaklamamisdir.
Bksina, bu garginlik dévriinds Azarbaycan iranla harbi sazis imzalamisdir.
Azarbaycan yeni ABS-iran garginliyindan da narahatciliq kegirir.

Azarbaycanin tgincu taraflarle munasibatlari qonsularina garsi deyil.
Ciinki Prezident ilham Sliyevin da vurguladigi kimi, gonsu 6lkalarin
tahlikasizliyi bir-birina baglidir. Hasen Ruhaninin prezidentliyi dovriinds
iki dovlat arasinda yaranan smakdasliq imkanlari har iki tarafiictun garsiligh
maraglar asasinda isbirliyinin ziddiyystlardan daha sarfali oldugu stibuta

yetirmisdir.



Azarbaycan-iran igtisadi alagaleri: gercaklik va imkanlar
Orxan Bagirovi
Giris

Mistaqilliyinin ilk illerinds asas iqgtisadi tersfdaslari olan postsovet
Olkalarinds xaosun hokm surmasi Azarbaycan iqgtisadiyyatinin darin
béhranla Gizlagmasina sabab olmusdur. Bu dévrda Azarbaycan mahsullarini
ixrac etdiyi bazarlar itirmisdi va xarici dlkalar ila igtisadi munasibatlar yox
saviyyasinda idi. iqtisadi problemlarla yanasi, Azarbaycan garb gonsusu
olan Ermanistan terafindan tecaviize maruz qgalmis ve bu da Qarabag
miharibasinin  baslanmasina ssbab olmusdu. Miuharibs Azasrbaycan
torpaglarinin isgali va hamin arazilarda shalinin etnik temizlenmasi ils
naticalanarak, Olkanin istar iqtisadi, istarse da insan kapitali potensialina
agir zerba vurmusdu. Yaranmis agir serait xarici O6lkalerls iqtisadi
minasibatlarin qurulmasini gaciimaz etmisdi.

Ilkin dovrda Asiya va Avropanin uzaq bazarlarina ¢ixis alda etmak
¢atin  oldugundan, qonsu olkalarla samarali igtisadi minasibatlerin
gurulmasi dnamli idi. Qonsularla munasibatlarin vacibliyini nazara
alaraq, Azerbaycan hokumsati iran islam Respublikasi ils igtisadi
miinasibatlarini inkisaf etdirmays basladi va tadrican iran Azarbaycanin
asas iqtisadi tarsfdaslarindan birina cevrildi. Mustaqilliyin ilk illarinda
iranl is adamlari Azarbaycan iqtisadiyyatina investisiya qoyan va burada
sahibkarliq fealiyyati ile masgul olan ilk xarici is adamlari sirasina daxil
olmusdur. Azarbaycan igtisadiyyatini onlar i¢iin calbedici edan isa istehsal
va nagliyyat xarclarinin az olmasi idi.

1990-ci ildan sonra Azarbaycanla iran arasinda igtisadi smakdaghig
daha da genislandiran coxlu sayda memorandumlar imzalanmis vs
raziliglar slda edilmisdir. 1991-ci ilin iyun ayinda iki Olka arasinda
ticarst, kand tasarrifati ve turizm sahasinds amakdaslig memorandumu
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imzalanmisdir5d. 1992-ci ilin aprel ayinda iss ikitarafli igtisadi alagalarin
inkisafina xidmat edan avtomobil naqgliyyati sahasinds amakdasliq
memorandumu imzalanmisdir. Qonsu 6lkalar olduglarindan Azarbaycan
ila Iran arasinda ticaratin ssmarsliliyinin tamin edilmasi (iciin avtomobil
nagliyyati infrastrukturunun qurulmasi vacib idi.

iki 6lka arasinda digar razilasma isa 1993-cii ilin iyul ayinda beynalxalg
nagliyyat sahasinds alda edilmisdir. Ham iranin, ham da Azarbaycanin
beynsixalg nagliyyat yollarinin markazinds yerlasmasi onlara tranzit
Olkalari kimi genis imkanlar yaradirdi. Slda edilmis razilasma iss bu
imkanlardan semarali istifade edilmasini ve iki 6lka arasinda iqtisadi
alagalarin inkisafini dastaklayirdi.

Daha sonra 1994-ci ilin dekabr ayinda senaye sahasinda smakdasliq
memorandumu imzalanmisdirél. Bu memorandum iranin Traktor Sirkati
ila Azarbaycanin Masingayirma Komitasi arasinda birga mdiassisanin
yaradilmasini nazards tuturdu; hamin miassiss avtobus va mikroavtobus
hissalarinin  Azarbaycana idxalini taskil edacskdi. Qeyd etdiyimiz
mugavila va memorandumlarla yanasi, igtisadiyyatin digsr sahalarindas da
razilasmalar slds edilmisdi.

Azarbaycan mistaqillik alds etdikdan sonra iran ils igtisadi slagaler
yaxsl start gotirmisdir. Har iki 6lka ister cografi, isterse da iqtisadi
baximdan bdyuk shamiyysts malik olan tarafdas alds etmayas calismisdir.
Bunun naticasidir ki, artiq 1992-ci ilds irandan Azarbaycana idxal olunan
mahsullarin Azarbaycanin imumi idxalinda pay! 5.98%, irana ixrac edilan
mahsullarin tmumi ixracda pay1 iss 15.43% saviyyasinds olmusdur6l. Bu
dévrdsn sonra da iki 6lks arasinda ticarat slagalari inkisaf edsrak, daha

ylksak saviyyaya qalxmisdir.

Yaxin tarixds iqtisadi munasibatlarin inkisaf istigamatlari

Azarbaycanla iran arasinda iqgtisadi munasibatlar ticarst dévriyyasinin
hacmi baximindan son iyirmi ilds sabit olmamisdir. 1990-ci illsrin

59 S.H.Agayev, H.T.Taban. Azarbaycan Respublikasinin iran islam Respublikasi ils garsiligh iqtisadi slagalarinin
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avvalinda son on ille muiqayiseds iki 6lka arasinda ticarstin hacmi
daha yilkssk saviyyada olmusdur. iran va Azarbaycan arasinda ticarst
dovriyyasi 1995-ci ilds 266.4 milyon ABS dollari ssviyyasinds olmasina
baxmayarag, 2000-ci ilda bu gostarici 64.5 milyon ABS dollari saviyyasina
gadar azalmisdir (Cadval 1).

Son iyirmi ilde Azarbaycan iqtisadiyyatinin bdyuk artima malik
olmasina ragman, Iranla ticarst slagalari zsiflsmisdir. Bu, gisman onunla
baghidir ki, mustaqilliyinin ilk illarinds Azarbaycan uzaq bazarlara ¢ixis
alds etmakds ¢atinlik gakdiyindan iran onun asas ticarat tarafdaslarindan
birina cevrilmisdir. Lakin sonraki marhalads Azarbaycanin xarici ticarat
alagalari surstla inkisaf etmaya baslamis, ticarst tarsfdaslarinin sayi
artmis va naticads Iranin Azarbaycanin xarici ticaratinda pay! azalmisdir.
iranla ticarst dévriyyasinin Azarbaycanin Umumi ticarat dovriyyasinda
payl 1995-2016-ci illards 20.4%-dan 1.2%-s gadar azalmisdir. Azalma
ixracda daha cox miusahida edilmisdir. Bela ki, geyd etdiyimiz dovr
arzinds Irana ixracin Umumi ixracda payr 29.2%-dan 0.5%-s gadar
azalmisdir. 1996-c1 ilds irana ixrac Umumi ixracda an bdyiik paya
sahib olmusdur. Lakin 2000-ci ila gadar irana ixrac edilan mahsullarin
hacminda boyik azalma misahida edilmisdir va iranin Azarbaycanin
ixracinda mévqeyi iyirminci yers gadasr enmisdir. ixracla migayisada
Irandan Azarbaycana idxal edilan mahsullarin hacmi isa daha sabit
olmusdur. Bununla bels, 1995-2013-cii illar arzinds irandan idxal edilsn
mahsullarin Azarbaycanin imumi idxalinda pay! alti dafs azalaraq, 12%-
dan 2%-a diismiisdiir. 2015-ci ilden sonra irandan idxalin hacmi artmaga
baslamis va 2016-ci ilda 161.1 milyon ABS dollar saviyyasina ¢atmisdir
(Cadval 1).

Cadval 1. Azarbaycan Respublikasinin iran islam Respublikasi il
ticarat alagalari (min ABS dollari)

1995 2000 2005 2010 2013 2015 2016
idxal 80332,2 56830,2 76318,4 118238,6 207682,3 90455,4 161077,6
ixrac 186087,9 7662,2 166468 124980,7 73347,4 34257 49683,8

Dévriyya 266420,1 64492,4 242786,4 243219,3 281029,7 124712,4 210761,4

Balans 105755,7 -49168 90149,6 6742,1 -134335 -56198.4 -111394

Umumi idxalda pay! 12,0% 4,8% 1,8% 1.8% 1.9% 1.0% 1.9%
Umumi ixracda pay 29,2% 0.4% 3.8% 0,6% 0.3% 0.3% 0.5%
Umumi dévriyyada payi 20,4% 2,2% 2,8% 0.9% 0,8% 0,6% 1,2%

Manba: Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Dgvlst Statistika Komitssi

iranla ticarat slagalarinin imumi ticarstds payinin kaskin dayismasi
Azarbaycan igtisadiyyatinin strukturunun dayismasi ils slagadar olmusdur.
1994-ci ilds neft miqavilalari baglandiqdan sonra Azsrbaycanin neft
sonayesi surstla inkisaf etmays baslamis va neft asas ixrac edilan
mehsula cevrilmisdir. irana ixrac edilan neft mahsullarinin saviyyasi
neft mahsullarinin tmumi ixraci ile miqayisads yuksak deyildir. Qeyri-
neft mahsullari irana ixrac edilan mshsullarda béyilk paya malikdir ki,
bu da Azarbaycanin xarici iqtisadi slagalarinds iranin payina tasir edir.
Azarbaycan igtisadiyyatinda bas veran bu dayisikliklar iranla Azarbaycanin
ticarst balansina da tasir etmisdir. 1995-ci illa miqgayisads ticarst balansi
2013-ci ilds menfi gostericiys malik olmusdur; bels ki, iranla ticarst
alagalarinds Azarbaycani daha ¢ox ixrac edan 6lkadan daha ¢ox idxal edsn
Olkaya cevrilmisdir.

Azarbaycanin inkisaf saviyyasinin va dayisan iqtisadi strukturunun
tasiri il ticarat mallarinin novlsri va hacmi de dayismisdir. 2005-2014-
cli illar arzinds iran-Azarbaycan ticarat miinasibatlarinin strukturunu
tahlil etdikds, geyd etdiyimiz magam 6zini daha aydin gostsrir. Bels ki,
2005-ci ilds Azarbaycan irandan ssasan elektrik enerjisi idxal etmisdir va
onun irandan idxal edilan imumi mahsullarda pay1 37.7% saviyyasinda
olmusdur (Cadval 2). Hamin dévrds iranda enerjinin artiq istehsal
edilmasi Azarbaycana qonsu 6lkadsn ucuz elektrik enerjisi idxal etmak
imkani yaratmisdir. irandan an ¢ox idxal edilan ikinci mahsul isa keramik
plitalar olmusdur ki, bu da Gmumi idxalin 11.7%-ni taskil etmisdir.
Hamin ilds kartof va taze meyvalar kimi bitki mahsullari da irandan idxal
edilan mshsullarin tmumi hacminda shamiyystli paya malik olmusdur
va muvafiq olarag, idxalin 6.3 va 5.9 faizini tagkil etmisdir. Avtobuslar
va minik avtomobillari da irandan mumi idxalda 9% payla an ¢ox idxal
edilan mahsullar sirasina daxil olmusdur.



Cadval 2. 2005-ci ilds Azarbaycanla Iran arasinda ticarst idxaldan fergli olarag, 2005-ci ilds avvalki illerls miigayisada
alagalarinin strukturu (ssas mshsullar, min ABS dollari) Azarbaycandan irana ixracin hacminds shamiyyatli artim bas vermisdir.

idxalda payr 2000-2005-ci illar arasinda ixracin hacmi 20 dafays gadar artmisdir. Bu

idxal 0l ixrac ixracda payr (%)
Diri ev quslar ve digar heyvanlar 074 16 . 0001 artim ixracda benzin, dizel va mazut kimi yanacagq mshsullarinin hacminin
Qus yumurtast 12739 24 0 . yuksslmasi naticasinds bas vermisdir. 2005-ci ilds yanacagq msahsullari
Kartof 93375 63 0 irana ixrac edilon mallarin taxminan yarisini toskil etmisdir (cedval 2).
Tozs toravaz 12625 as ) ) Azarbaycan irandan elektrik enerjisini nainki idxal etmis, ham da ixrac
Taza meyva s031 5o ) ) etmisdir; bels ki, o, Umumi ixracin 10.5%-ni taskil etmisdir. Elektrik
Meyva v taravaz konserviar 2024 05 L0095 4 o enerjisinin ham idxalda, ham ds ixracda yer almasi iglim fargliliyi ila
Titin 067 0 ) ’ ' alagadardir. Mdvsumi dayisikliklarin tasiri naticasinds iki 6lkads elektrik
Tebii borjori sulfat 308 . ) . enerjisina olan an yuksak tslabat ddvri farglanir ki, bu da onlar Ggln
Sement aas is . alave istehsal edilmis elektrik enerjisinin ixracina imkan yaradir. 2005-
) § 0 . . L . o -
aar va sirtkiilor s ) ci ilda ixracda az sayda mahsullar boyik paya malik oldugundan ixracin
) 0 0 . e . . . o
Elektrik eneris ssorte o strukturunun diversifikasiya saviyyasi asag! olmusdur. Yanacaq mahsullari
) s 16246,6 10,5 . - . H
o ol va elektrik enerjisi ile yanasi, Azarbaycandan lIrana gara metaldan
Brman vasitalari 4774 1.1 0 0 N . ) R R R
Sabun 17 hazirlanan mamulatlar ve emal olunmus aliminium da ixrac edilmisdir
u ) 0,4 0 0 . . . R
Sintetik vovues maddalor ces q va bu mahsullarin ixracda payr mivafiq olaragq, 18.6% ve 14.3% taskil
intetik yuyucu } 12 0 0 ..
. etmisdir.
Polietilen 462,5 0,5 1890,4 13
Plastik kutladan hazirlanmis plita 6028
vo kisalor ' 16 0 0 Cadval 3. 2010 va 2014-cii illards Azarbaycanla iran arasinda
Ayaqgabl 842,6 22 0 0 H i i
o ticaratin strukturu (asas mshsullar, min ABS dollari)
Keramik plitalar 4349 11.7 0 0 2010 2014
Yeyinti senayesi uglin avadanlhglar 7648 2 0 0 . idxalda : ixracda : idxalda ) ixracda
Avtobustar 1ae el payiey % e P papen M pan
' 41 0 0 Taravazlar,
Minik avtomobillari 1839,5 49 0 0 meyvakoklilar, kok 7388,2 6,25% 0 0 2617,9 1,78% 0 0
yumrulari
Motor benzini 0 0 67610,4 43,6 Yemali meyvaler va
qoz-findiq, sitrus 10441 8,83% 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dizel yanacagi 0 0 44535 29 bitkilori
Mazut yanacagi 0 0 4067,1 26 Danli bitkilar 2821 2,39% 0 0 0 0 0 0
Antitsiklik spirtlar 0 0 7552,3 0.2 ;zm:;?,gayesmm 0 0 47071 3,77% 0 0 3987 10,11%
Pambig 0 0 16508 { tullantilar
Duz, kukurd, torpaq
Qara metaldan mamulatlar 0 0 28858,6 186 va das,lahang vo 38897 32,90% 0 0 59115 40,17% 0 0
semen
Emal olunmus alminium 0 0 22163,3 143 Filizlor, slaklar va ki 0 0 0 0 4746,9 3,23% 0 0
Manba: S.H.Agayev, H.T.Taban. Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Iran Islam Mineral yanacag, .
i i o i L i i neft ve neft emali 3470,5 2,94% 32381 ,91% 3402,1 2,31% 21363 54,16%
Respublikasi ila garsiligh igtisadi slagalsrinin inkisafperspektivlsri. Baki, mahsullan
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Qeyri tizvi kimyanin

mahsullari; giymatli 3695,5 3,13% 0 0 3587,3 2,44% 0 0
metallar

Gubralar 0 0 0 0 8851,4 6,01% 967,3 2,45%
Plastik kitlslar ve

onlardan hazirlanan 15465 13,08% 4264,8 3,41% 16126 10,96% 622,2 1,58%
mamulatlar

Kauguk, rezin va

onlardan hazirlanan 2961,5 2,50% 0 0 0 0 0 0
mamulatlar

Kagiz, karton ve

onlardan hazirlanan 0 0 0 0 0 0 770,3 1,95%
mamulatlar '
ipak 0 0 1650,1 1,32% 0 0 1902 4,82%
Kimyavi saplar 0 0 0 0 3111,1 2,11% 641,5 1,63%

Xalcalar va digar
toxunma désema 2612,3 2,21% 0 0 3962,6 2,69% 0 0
ortiklori

Das, gips, sement,
asbest, slyuda vo

analoji 2122 1,79% 0 0 6374,2 4,33% 0 0
materiallardan

mamulatlar

Keramika mahsullari 0 0 0 0 5945,6 4,04% 0 0
Stise ve ondan

hazirlanan 7533 6,37% 0 0 0 0 0 0
mamulatlar

Qara metallar 0 0 76393 61,12% 24937 1,69% 7873,1 19,96%

ara metallardan
%amulatlar 0 0 11109 0,89% 23133 1,57% 0 0

Nuva reaktorlari,

gazanlar,

avadanliglar 2963,6
va mexaniki qurgular,

onlarin hissaleri

2,5065% 1026,8 0,82% 47114 3,20% 0 0

Quru nagliyyat

vasitalari (demiryol

nagliyyat 0 0 0 0 7222,8 4,91% 0 0
vasitalerinden basqga)

va onlarin hissalari

Manba: Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Dovlat Statistika Komitssi

2005-ci ilda iran ila Azarbaycan arasindaki ticarst dovriyyssinda ixrac
daha boylk paya malik olaraq, idxali 90 milyon ABS dollari hacminds
tstalamisdir. Lakin svval ds geyd etdiyimiz kimi, 2010-cu ildan sonra
idxalin hacmi artmaga baslamis ve ndvbati illarda ixraci Ustalemisdir.
2010-cu ilda ixrac idxaldan cami 6.7 milyon dollar cox olmusdur. Bununla
yanas! ticarstin strukturunda da dayisikliklar bas vermisdir. 2010-cu ilds
irandan an cox idxal olunan mallar duz, kiikiird, torpag, shang va sement
olmusdur va bunlar irandan mumi idxalin 32.9%-ni taskil etmisdir

(Cadval 3).

Azarbaycanin idxalinda geyd etdiyimiz mahsullarin hacminin artmasi isa
olkadsa tikinti sektorunun suratli inkisafi ils alagadar olmusdur. Olkads neft
galirlarinin artmasi ahalinin aliciliq gabiliyystini yikssltdiyindsn muixtslif
tikililera va evlars olan talsbati artirmisdir. 2010-cu ilda ikinci an ¢ox
idxal edilan mahsul iss plastik kitlslar va onlardan hazirlanan mamulatlar
olmusdur va bunlar irandan idxalin 13.1%-ni taskil etmisdir. 2005-ci illa
muiqayisads plastik kutlaler va onlardan hazirlanan mamulatlarin idxalda
pay! taxminan sekkiz dafa artmisdir. 2005-ci ilds oldugu kimi, 2010-cu
ilde do meyva va taravez mshsullari irandan idxalda 6z yilksak payini
goruyaraq 15% saviyyasinds olmusdur. 2005-ci ills miigayisads 2010-cu
ilds gara metallar irana an gox ixrac edilan mahsul kimi elektrik enerjisini
avaz etmisdir va bu mahsullarin payi shamiyyatli deracads artaraq 61%-a
catmisgdir. 2010-cu ilde da yanacag mashsullari irana an gox ixrac edilan
mahsullar sirasinda yer alarag 26% paya malik olmusdur. Bundan basga
yeyinti sanayesi tullantilari va plastik mamulatlar kimi mahsul névlsri ds
an ¢ox ixrac edilan mahsullar sirasina daxil olmus va 7.2% paya malik
olmusdur.

2014-ci ilds iran ils Azarbaycan arasinda ticaratin strukturu istar 2005-
ci, istarsa da 2010-cu ildan fargli olmusdur. ©sas idxal mahsullarinin eyni
olmasina baxmayaraqg, idxal edilan digar mahsul gruplarinda nazars ¢arpan
dayisikliklar bas vermisdir. 2005 va 2010-cu illarla miiqayiseds meyva va
taravez mahsullarinin imumi idxalda pay1 shamiyyatli dsracads - 15%-
dan 1,8%-oa gadar azalmisdir. Bu, gisman Azarbaycanda kand tasarrifatinin
inkisafi ila bagl idi, ¢tinki diversifikasiya siyasati ¢arcivasinds bu sektorun
inkisafi istiqamatinds vacib addimlar atilmisdir. Eyni zamanda kand
tasarriifatinin inkisafi gubrslara olan talabati artirmisdir va bu, idxalda
yeni mahsul kimi paya malik olmusdur. Gubralarls yanas filizlsr, slaklar
va kil, keramika mahsullari va minik avtomobillsri kimi digsr yeni
mahsul gruplar birlikds Gmumi idxalin 15%-ni tagkil etmisdir. idxaldan
forgli olaraq, 2014-cii ilds 2010-cu ills migayisada ixracin strukturunda
boyik dayisikliklar bas vermamisdir. 2010-cu ilds oldudu kimi yeyinti
sanayesinin tullantilari, yanacaq mshsullari, gara metallar asas ixrac edilsn
mahsullar olmagla ixracin 84%-dan ¢coxuna malik olmusdur. ixrac edilmis
yanacag mahsullarinin hacmi shamiyyatli daracads artaraq 21.3 milyon
ABS dollari saviyyasina catmisdir. Yanacaq mshsullarinin ixracda payi 2



defadan cox yuksalarak, 54% saviyyasina catmisdir. Lakin ixrac edilmis
gara metallarin ixracda payi azalmis va cami 20% saviyyasinds olmusdur.

Bu proseslarls yanasi, onu da geyd etmsk lazimdir ki, 2012-ci
ilden sonra Amerika Birlasmis Statlarinin va Avropa ittifaginin irana
gars! sanksiyalar tetbiq etmasi 6lkanin iqtisadi inkisafini zaiflatmisdir.
Azarbaycan Irana gars tatbiq edilan sanksiyalara gosulmasa da, sanksiyalar
naticasinds iranda misahids edilan iqtisadi gerilema onun Azarbaycanla
bu sahadski slagalarina ds tasir géstarmisdir. Lakin 2016-c1 ilin avvalinds
sanksiyalarin aradan galdirilmasi igtisadi smskdaslhq tgln yeni imkanlar
yaratdi. Sanksiyalar aradan galdirildigdan sonra — hamin ilin fevral ayinda
Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Prezidenti irana safar etmisdir va iki 6lks
arasinda 10 amsakdaslig senadi imzalanmisdir. Bu sanadlar asassn ticarat,
tranzit nagliyyati, turizm, enerji, kand tasarriifati va sshiyys kimi sahslards
amakdasligin inkisaf etdirilmasina yonalmisdir.

Gorundiyu kimi, Azarbaycan iqtisadiyyatinda bas veran mishat
dayisikliklar 6lkemizin iranla igtisadi miinasibatlarinin xaraktering tasir
gostarmisdir. 2000-ci illarin fargli dovrlarinds muxtslif sektorlarin inkisaf
saviyyasinda bas veran dayisikliklar va igtisadiyyatda mdvcud olan talab
hamin munasibatlarin xarakterini formalasdirmisdir.  Azasrbaycan neft
ixrac edan 6lkaya cevrildiyindan yanacagq mahsullari irana ixrac edilan asas
mahsullar olmusdur; ham da hacminds bdyuk dayisikliklar bas vermasina
baxmayaraq, ixracin strukturu, demak olar ki, dayismaz galmisdir. 8ksina
olarag, idxalin strukturunda boyuk dayisiklikler misahids edilmisdir
ve onun hacmi sabit galmisdir. irandan idxalda bas versn struktur
dayisikliklari asasan Azarbaycan iqgtisadiyyatinin tikinti, kend tasarrifati
va sanaye sektorlarinda formalasan talabin dayismasi naticasinde meydana
gelmisdir. Son doévrlerdas Azarbaycan iqtisadiyyatinda va regionda bas
veran dayisikliklar istar iran, istarss do Azerbaycan dgiin geyri-neft
sektoru Uzra smakdasliq etmakls iqtisadi alagslarin giclandirilmasi lglin
yeni imkanlar yaradir.

imkanlar

2000-ci illarin avvalinds iran ila Azarbaycan arasindaticarst alagalarinin
zsiflamasina baxmayaraq, 2005-ci ildan sonra iqgtisadi slagalar inkisaf

etmaya basladl. Naticada ticarstin hacmi va ixrac edilan mahsullarin sayi
artaraq, ticarat alagslarini daha saxali etdi. Bu inkisafin bas vermasina
baxmayaraq, har iki taraf l¢tn faydali ola bilacak istifads olunmamis gox
sayda imkanlar mévcuddur. istifads edilmamis imkanlarin mévcudlugu
siyasi xaraktera malik manealarin olmasi ils baglidir. 9sas manealardan biri
iranin Ermanistanla igtisadi miinasibatlaridir. iran hokumati Azarbaycanin
arazi butévliyunli dastaklamasina baxmayaraq, Azsrbaycan srazisinin
20%-ni isGal etmis Ermanistan ils igtisadi miinasibatlarini inkisaf etdirir.
igtisadi miinasibatlari zaifladan diger manea isa Azarbaycan ils iran arasinda
Xazar danizinin hiiqugi statusu ils bagh mévcud olan miibahisadir. iran
tarafi Xazor danizinds daha boyilk sraziys iddia edsrak, SSRi dovriinds
movcud olmus su sarhadlarini pozmusdur. Neft va gaz ehtiyatlarina malik
olan “Alov”, “Araz”, “Sarq” yataqlari bu srazids yerlasir62. Mibahisays
gors bu yataglar istifadasiz galmaqgdadir.

Qeyd etdiyimiz maneslarin  olmasina baxmayaraq, iqtisadi
munasibatlarin inkisaf etdirilmasi vacibdir. Xisusila da hazirda diinya
igtisadiyyatinda movcud olan geyri-sabitlik saraitinds gonsu o6lkalarla
igtisadi muinasibstlar gacilmaz olmusdur. Neft ixrac edsn 6lkalar olaraq
asagl giymeatlerin tasirine maruz galdiindan, ister Azarbaycan, istarse
da iran {giin geyri-neft ixracinin hacminin artirilmasi vacibdir va onlarin
bazarlari bu mahsullar G¢un shamiyystli ixrac nogtasina cevrils bilsr.
Son illards Azarbaycan neft sektorundan asililiin aradan galdiriimasi
Gcun iqgtisadi siyasatini igtisadiyyatin diversifikasiyasina yonaltmisdir.
Lakin onun kigik daxili bazari burada mahsullar satmagla neft galirlarini
avaz etmak Ucun kifayat deyildir. Azarbaycan xarici bazarlara qgeyri-neft
mahsullari ixracini artirdigindan, iranin boyilk bazari da bu baximdan
samarali ola bilar.

Golacakds amakdasliq edilmasi miumkin olan sahslsrdan biri ds
kand tasarriifatidir. iglim farglari kand tasarriifati sektorunda ticarat tigiin
yaxsl imkanlar yaradir. iran srazisinin boyik hissasi quru iglims malik
oldugundan, bu arazilarda Azarbaycanin simalinda yetisan mahsullarin
becardilmasi tiglin minbit sarait yoxdur. Bu mahsullar irana ixrac edils
biler. Bununla yanasi, Azarbaycanin iranla sarhadds yerlasan va sitrus
meyvalarinin yetisdirilmasi Uzrs ixtisaslasmis canub regionlarindan

62 Yenas orada



hamin meyvalarin irana ixraci tigiin da genis imkanlar mévcuddur. Digar
torafdan, iran kend tasarriifati sektoru lizra, xisusila da quru arazilarda
bitki yetisdirilmasi sahasinds boylk tacribsys malikdir va bu, kand
tasarrufatinin inkisaf etdirilmasinds Azarbaycana faydali ola bilsr. Hamin
tacribanin va mahsuldar bitki toxumlarinin Azarbaycanla bélisulmasi
galacak amakdaslig tigtin imkanlar yaradir.

igtisadi miinasibatlerin inkisaf etdirilmasi Ggiin imkanlarin méveud
oldugu digar sektor nagliyyat sektorudur. Ham Azarbaycanin, ham ds
Iranin cografi mévgeyi onlara Avropa va Asiyani birlasdiran nagliyyat
dahlizlarinin asas qovsagina cevrilmak imkani yaradir. Azarbaycan va iran
Simal-Canub naqliyyat dshlizinds paya malik olmaqgla, Avropa va Sakit
Okean hovzasi Olkalari arasinda yiik dasimalarinin sdratinin artirilmasina
kémak edacakdir. Bir sira shamiyyatli naqliyyat layihalari hal-hazirda
hayata kecirilmakdadir. Rast-Astara damiryolunun tikinti islari davam
etmakdadir va 2019-cu ilds istifadaya verilmasi gdzlenilir. Bu damiryol
xatti Azarbaycan va iranin damiryollarini birlasdirmakla yanasi, har iki
Olkanin idxal va ixrac amaliyyatlarini va ticarat dévriyyasini artiracaqdir6s

Simal-Canub nagliyyat dshlizi ils yanasi, Azarbaycan Sarg-Qarb
nagliyyat dshlizinin da shemiyyatli tranzit 6lkssidir, bu da irana 6z
msahsullarini Avropa bazarina ixrac etmak imkani yaradir. Qarstligh
igtisadi munasibatlari inkisaf etdirs bilacak digar nagliyyat layihasi iss
2017-ci ilin oktyabr ayinda istifadays verilmis Baki-Thilisi-Qars (BTQ)
damiryol xattidir. Oz dsmiryolu sabskasini BTQ ila alagalandirmakls,
iran asanligla Girciistanin, Tirkiysnin va Avropanin bazarlarina gixa
bilar. ®vval geyd etdiyimiz Rast-Astara damiryol xatti Azarbaycan va iran
damiryolu sabskalarinin birlasdirilmasinds alagalandirici rolunda ¢ixis eds
bilar. Sarg-Qarb nagliyyat dahlizinin bir hissasi kimi BTQ regionda genis
imkanlar yaradir. Asiya ils Avropa arasinda nagliyyat govsagi rolunda ¢ixis
etmakls, istar Azarbaycan, istarss da iran Cin tarafindan irali siriilmiis “Bir
kamar, bir yol” layihasinin asas oyuncularina ¢evrilirlar. Bu layihs istirakg!
Olkalar uclin genis imkanlar yaradir. Hamin istigamatda Azarbaycan va
iranin amakdashq etmasi layihanin regionda butévliyiniin gorunmasi
dctn vacibdir. Nagliyyat sektorunda amakdashidin inkisaf etdirilmasi

63 Rabil K. Construction of Rasht-Astara railway to be launched this year, https://azertag.az/en
xeber/_039Construction_of_Rasht_Astara_railway_to_be_launched_this_year_039-1024897

har iki Olkaya diinya bazarinda 6z paylarini artirmaqg va regionun diinya
igtisadiyyatinda mévqeyini guclandirmak imkani yaradacaqdir.

Omoakdasligin faydali ola bilacayi sektorlardan biri da turizmdir.
Snanavi turizm alagalarindan fargli olarag, Azerbaycanla iranin bu
istigamatda amakdasli§i etnik, dini ve madani yaxinligdan gaynaglanan
xiisusi xarakters malikdir. Bu oxsarliglar va iranin simal ayalstlarinda
yasayan shali ils ails baglarinin olmasi vatandaslarda istar Azarbaycana,
istarso do oaksine sayahat etmak maragini artirir. Turizm alagalarinin
inkisaf etmasi iki 0lks arasinda smaliyyatlarin sayini artirmagla, xidmat
sektorunun da inkisafini dastaklayir. Nagliyyat sektorunda smakdasliq har
iki istigamatda rahat sayahat etmak imkani yaradaraq, turizm alagslarinin
inkisafina da yardimg¢i olacaqdir. Buna gors da bir-biri ile alagali muxtalif
sektorlarda amakdasliq iran ve Azarbaycan arasinda iqtisadi slagalarin
hartarafli inkisafina gatirib ¢ixara bilar.

Qeyd etdiyimiz sektorlar (izrs amakdagshqgla yanasi, Azarbaycan iranla
Maustaqil Dovlstlar Birliyi (MDB) arasinda igtisadi miunasibatlarin inkisaf
etdirilmasinda vasitagi kimi cixis eda bilar. Azarbaycanin MDB 6lkaslari
ila six igtisadi alagalars malik olmasi bu 6lkalara iran mahsullarinin ixrac
edilmasi (igiin imkan yaradir. iran da Azarbaycanin Fars korfazine ¢ixis
alds etmasinda eyni rolu oynaya bilar. Nazars alsaq ki, iranda yanacaq
mahsullarinin giymati asagidir va bu, iran srazisinden canub istigamatda
mahsullarin ixraci zamani nagliyyat xarclarini azaldir, o zaman canuba
ixracin Azarbaycan i¢iin ssmarali oldugunu séylayas bilarik. Belalikls, iran
va Azarbaycan arasinda galacakds daha genis igtisadi smakdasliq har iki
tarsfin ixrac imkanlarini artira bilar.


https://azertag.az/en
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Azarbaycan ila iran arasinda naqliyyat
va tranzit sahasinda amakdasliq

Mahir Hiimbatov*
Giris

Azarbaycanla fran arasinda nagliyyat va tranzit potensialinin artirilmas
sahasinda amokdasliq, asasan, Beynalxalq Simal-Canub Nagliyyat Dohlizi
(BSCND) adli global layihaya asaslanir. Azarbaycanin «Simal-Canub»
nagliyyat dohlizindo ragabat qabiliyyatini artirmaq magsadilo «Azarbaycan
2020: Golacaya baxig» programi gargivasinds Azarbaycan Prezidentinin
soroncamina osasan, Olka orazisindo yiik daginmasi xarclorinin asag
salinmasi, idxal-ixrac amaliyyatlar1 va tranzit miiddatlorinin azaldilmas:
va alagali proseduralarin sadoalogdirilmasi nazorda tutulmusdur®. Bu
dayisikliklorin  hoyata kegirilmosi Azorbaycanin diinya miqyasinda
miiasir vo strateji ohomiyyatli tranzit 6lkaya cevrilma imkanlarinin
artmasina sabab olacaqdir. Miihiim domir yollarinda lazimi yenidonqurma
iglori apanilir, vaqonlar yenilonir vo Azarbaycan arazisinds biitiin domir
yollarinda alternativ coroyana kegid tomin olunmaqdadir. Aydindir ki,
biitiin planlagdirilan tikinti vo tomir iglori BSCND layihasinin icras iigiin
faydahdir va naticada 6lkanin infrastrukturu inkisaf edacokdir. BSCND
layihasi ¢argivasinda 6lkonin yol va nagliyyat infrastrukturu beynalxalg
standartlara uygunlasdirilacaqdir®.

Beynolxalq Simal-Canub Nagliyyat Dahlizi

Beynoalxalq Simal-Conub Nagliyyat Dahlizi 2000-ci il sentyabrin 12-
do Sankt-Peterburqda Hindistan, Rusiya va fran torofindon yaradilmis

64 Azorbaycan Respublikasinin Prezidenti yaninda Strateji Aragdirmalar Markazinin elmi ig¢isi, mahirhumbatovie
; .
65 Prezident.az (2016) “AZERBAIJAN 2020: Vision Into The Future™ Concept of Development. Available at:

http:/www.president.az/files/future_en.pdf

66  Institute for defense studies and analyses (2005) International North-South Transport Corridor: Re-energizing

India’s Gateway to Eurasia. Available at: http://www.idsa.in/issuebrief/InternationalNorthSouthTransportCorridor_
msroy_180815

A

multimodal naqgliyyat sistemidir’. BSCND  Sankt-Peterburqdan
Hindistanin Mumbay limanina godor, iimumi uzunlugu 4,500 mil (7,200
km) olan bir margrutdur. Bu dohlizin magsadi Hindistan, fran va digor
Korfoz olkalorindon Xozor donizi vasitasilo Rusiyaya, $imali va Qoarbi
Avropa 6lkalarina mal ixrac etmokdir.

Hal-hazirda Rusiya Federasiyasinin Avropa hissasine Hindistandan
olan mal aximi doniz yolu ilo tomin edilir. Bu halda yiiklor Sankt-
Peterburgdan va Avropanin biitiin qarb hissasindon kegorak Siiveys kanali
vasitasilo Cavahirlal Nehru doniz limanina (Mumbay) toxminan 40 giinliik
bir zamanda ¢atir®. Yeni margrut Sankt-Peterburqgdan Moskvaya, daha
sonra Hogtarxan (Rusiya), Baki (Azarbaycan) vo Bondar-Abbasdan (iranin
canubunda liman gohori) Hindistanin Mumbay sohorina gadar uzanacaq
ki, naticoda bu marsrutdan istifado etmakla, mallar daha qisa miiddotda
¢atdinlacaqdir®.

BSCND-nin idaraetma orqami Koordinasiya Suras: sayilir ki, o da tizv
dlkalorin har birinin bir il miiddatina sodrliyi altinda rotasiya iisulu ilo
idara edilir. Tasis miiqavilasina asason, toraflor bu sazigin miiddoalarini
hayata kegirmoklo bagh masalolori tanzimlomok iigiin bir koordinasiya
suras1 togkil etmolidirlor. Yarandigdan bir miiddat sonra BSCND-na 10
yeni iizv, yani Azarbaycan, Qazaxistan, Tacikistan, Qirgizistan, Tiirkiya,
Ukrayna, Belarus, Oman, Ermonistan vo Suriya da qatildi, Bolgaristan
da miigahidagi statusu aldo etdi”. BSCND-nin tosis miiqavilosinin asas
maqsadlan bunlardir:

- BSCND boyunca sarnigin va yiik dagimalar iigiin nagliyyat alagalarinin

samoaraliliyinin artirilmasi;

- gosulan Olkalorin domiryolu, avtomobil yolu, deniz, ¢ay vo hava
nagliyyat: xidmatlarinin beynalxalq bazara agilmasi;
- beynoalxalq sarnigin va yiik daginmasinin hacminin artirilmast;

67 Government of India, Ministry of C and Industry (2014) International North South Transport Corridor

Dry Run Report Available at : mmMmmmmmmmm_MmeﬂmM

68 J:shnu J Raju (July 2016) lmcmauonal North-South Transport Corridor Available at: http://www.clearias.com/
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- avtomobil tahliikasizliyinin va harakatinin, mallarin tahlikasizliyi vs
butévluyinin, eyni zamanda straf muhitin qorunmasinin beynalxalq
standartlara uygun temin edilmasi;

- nagliyyat siyasatinin va hiiqugi tanzimlamanin uygunlasdiriimasi;

- BSCND daxilinds nagliyyatin mixtslif névlari Uzrs taminatcilar Giciin
ayri-seckiliya yol verilmamasinin tamin edilmasiil

Batln bunlar istirakgi 6lkalarin igtisadiyyatinin inkisafinda mahim amillsr
kimi nazarda tutulmusdur.

BSCND-nin magsadlarini yerina yetirmak tgin goérilan asas tadbirlar
bunlardir:

- Tasis migavilasina qosulmus 6lkalarin arazisinds dasinma muddstlarini
azaltmagq;

- Tranzit xarclarini minimuma endirmak;

- Qabul edilmis beynalxalq sazis ve standartlara uygun olaraq istirakgl
Olkalarin srazisindan tranzit yuk dasimalari ile bagl bitiin inzibati
sanadlarin va proseduralarin (gémrik daxil olmagla) sadslasdirilmasi
va uygunlasdiriimasii2
«Azarbaycan Damir Yollan» QSC sadrinin sozlarina gdrs, BSCND

layihasi Azarbaycan, Rusiya ve iran (giin ¢ox faydali bir layihadir73

BSCND-nin hayata kecirilmasi va «Yasil dahliz»in yaradilmasi beynalxalq

ticarat Ugln masafs va nagliyyat xarclarini azaldacag ve gomrik

proseduralarini asanlasdiracaq. Azarbaycana gsldikda iss, 6lks tranzit
rolunu oynadigina gore Simal-Canub layihasindan shamiyyatli daracads
fayda gotiracak va galir alda edacakdir.

BSCND daxilinds mévcud ve galacak infrastruktur planlari

Blitiin zaruri infrastruktur hazir oldugda, BSCND iran va Azarbaycan
vasitasile Hindistan limanlarini va bazarlarini Rusiya va Simali Avropa
bazarlarina birlasdirmak (ciin an qisa yol olacag. Simal-Canub dshlizinin

71 Government of India, Ministry of Commerce and Industry (2014) International North South Transport Corridor
Dry Run Report. Available at: http://coninwrce.nic,in/publications/INSTCDrvrunreportFinal.pdf

72 RUSSIAN RAILWAYS (2003) North-South International Transport Corridor: Geographical position of the
North-South Corridor. Available at: http://eng.rzd.ru/statice/public/len?’STRUCTURE_ID=4318

73 Sputniknews (2016) INSTC to benefit Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan. Available at: https://sputniknews.com_
world/201610101046174519-azerbaiian-russia-transport-corridor/

uguru yalniz tikinti islerina deyil, ham da milli ganunvericiliyin semarali
sinxronizasiyasina, eyni zamanda tarif masalalarina va nagliyyat haglarina
da baghdir74. Alternativ deniz marsrutu ile miigayisada Azarbaycan
arazisinda tariflar yiksakdir va bu, nazardan kegirilmasi lazim olan asas
problemli massladir. Daha sonraki mihim masals isa layiha ¢argivasinda
catismayan damir yollar1 xstlarinin tikintisidir ki, bu da ssas grafikdsn
gerida qalir.

BSCND tasabbisi c¢arcivasinds Qazvin-Rast-Astara damiryolu
marsrutunun istifadsys verilmasi Gc¢iin nazards tutulan iki segmentin
tikintisi movafig olarag 2017-ci ilin mart va iyunun aylarinda basa
catdiritlmisdir. Dayari 1,1 milyon ABS dollari taskil edsn uglnci
Rast-Astara segmentinin tikintisi ve maliyyalasdirilmasi iss yarisi
Azorbaycan tarafindan, yarisi iss iran tersfindsn olmagla hayata
kecirilmalidir ki, bu proses ds artiq baslamisdir ve 2020-ci iladsk
basa catdirlimasi nazards tutulmusdur. Hazirda irana aid dsmiryol
sabakasinin uzunlugu 10170 km-a barabardir ki, bu ragam dcglncu
segmentin tikintisi bitdikdan sonra artacaqdir va bununla da BSCND
tam olaraq faaliyyst gOstaracakdir’s. BSCND layihasinin  hayata
kecirilmasi mallarin va sarnisinlarin beynalxalg dasimalarinin hacminin
artiritlmasina, sayahstin tshliikssizliyina, mahsullarin tehlikasizliyinin
tamin olunmasina ve atraf muhitin mihafizasinin mivafig beynslxalq
standartlara uygun sekilde temin olunmasina koémsak edacakdir.
Azarbaycanin bu layihanin hayata kecirilmasinds faal istiraki bir
¢ox sahalarin inkisafina tskan veracekdir ki, misal Uglin, regionda
igtisadi  muhitin yaxsilasdiriimasi, milyonlarla xarici valyutanin
Olkaya gsatirilmasi va naticads Azarbaycanin qeyri-neft sektorunda
mihim musbst dayisiklaer olacagini geyd etmak olar. Bundan basqa,
bélganin nagliyyat infrastrukturunun takmillasdirilmasi galacekda iran
arazisindan istifads etmakls Azarbaycan, Girclstan va Rusiya Ucln
Korfaz atrafinda yerlasan arab dlkalarina ¢ixis yaradacaqdir.

74 Fariz Ismailzade (September 2016), The Central Asian-Caucasus Analyst. Available at: https://www.
cacianalvst.org/Dublications/analvtical-articles/item/13395-the-%E2%80%9Cnorth-south%E2%80%9D-transport-

corridor-finallv-kicks-off.html
75 Real Iran (June 2017) Iran to construct 6500 km in railroads by 2022. Available at: http:/realiran.org/iran-to-

construct-6500-km-in-railroads-bv-2022/
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BSCND istifadaya verildikdon sonra ticarat hacminin artim

$imal-Canub nogliyyat dohlizi ticarat sahasindo regionda boyiik geosiyasi
bir doyisikliys sobob olacagdir. Ticaratin hacmini artirmaq {giin osas
istiqgamat Sorq-Qorb istiqamati idi ki, bu da asason Qarb 6lkalari tarafindan
dostoklonmisdir. 1990-c1 illords Ai-nin togobbiiskari oldugu Avropa-
Qafqaz-Asiya (TRACECA) naqliyyat dohlizi layihosi godim ipok Yolunu
barpa etmok vo Avropani Asiya ilo Azarbaycan v Orta Asiya vasitasila
birlogdirmok {i¢iin bir fundament rolunu oynayirdi”. Oziindo Avropa
ittifagi vo olava olaraq 14 dlkani (Ermonistan, Azarbaycan, Bolqaristan,
Giirciistan, iran, Qazaxistan, Qirgizistan, Moldova, Ruminiya, Tacikistan,
Tiirkmanistan, Tiirkiys, Ukrayna va Ozbokistan) shata edon bu beynalxalg
naqliyyat layihasi Avropa vo Asiyani naqliyyat alagalori ilo tomin etmok
maqsadi dasiyir vo regional iqtisadiyyatin inkisafina kémok edacokdir”.
Orta Asiya vasitosilo Asiya va Avropani birlogdiran nagliyyat alagalarinin
oksariyyatinin ya yaxin vaxtlarda tikilmasi planlagdirilir vo ya hal-hazirda
tikinti iglori aparilir. Oslinda Azarbaycan, Giirciistan va Tiirkiyanin 2017-ci
ilin 30 oktyabrinda tikintisini basa catdirdigi Baki-Thilisi-Qars (BTQ) domir
yolu Sarq-Qarb naqliyyat dohlizinin asas hissasi olacaqdir. Tbii ki, bu domir
yolu yalmz Sorq-Qarb dohlizi iigiin deyil, homginin BSCND iigiin do miihiim
rol oynaya bilor. Bu domir yolu irana Qara doniz, Giirciistan, Rusiya, elaca
da Avropa 6lkalarina ¢ixig imkan yaradir.

BSCND-da Azarbaycanin rolu

Prezident ilham Oliyevin 2016-c1 il fevralin 23-do frana sofori
«Azorbaycan Domir Yollari»y QSC ilo iran islam Respublikasinmn
Domiryollari qurumu arasinda Astara ¢ayi iizorindoki domir yolu
korpiisiiniin tikilmasi ilo bagl sazis imzalanmas: ilo yadda galdi. Bu
sofor zaman «Simal-Conub» layihasinin ugurla hoyata kegirilmasi tigiin

76 Antonina Habova, KSI Transactions on KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY (March, 2015) Silk Road economic belt
China’s Marshall plan, pwot to Eurasia or China’s way of foreign. Available at:
APER-PDF-2015/2 f

77 Viadimir Fedorenko (Augusl "013) The new silk road initiatives in the Cemral Asia.Available at: http:/ww¥.

miihiim addimlar atild1”®. Astara-Astara tranzit dohlizi Azarbaycan iigiin
¢ox boyiik shamiyyat kasb edir vo Baki bu layihonin hayata kegirilmoasinda
yaxindan maraghdir. «Simal-Conub» dahlizi Azarbaycan va iranin tranzit
potensialini artiracaq, oalava galirlor gotiracak, yeni i yerlori yaradacaq
va regionda har iki dlkonin iqtisadiyyatimin giiclondirilmasi iigiin osas
olacaqdr.

2016-c1 il avqustun 8-do Bakida Azorbaycan, Rusiya va Iran
prezidentlarinin zirvo toplantisi kegirildi. Goriis zamam ilk doafa olaraq
iigtorafli formatda regional mosalalor, birgo amokdashq, ¢aginslar vo
problemlor miizakira edildi. Ugtorafli sammitin istirak¢ilar: regional ticarat
va kommersiya, Xozor donizinin hiiquqi statusu, terrorizm, ekstremizm va
separatizma qargi miibariza il> bagl danigiglar apardilar. Ugtarafli goriigiin
asas maqsadi «Simal-Conub» dohlizi ilo sarnigin va yiik dagima imkanlarinin
genislondirilmasi {igiin nogliyyat vo kommunikasiya infrastrukturunun
inkisafina dair damgiglarin aparilmasi idi. Noticods Iran, Rusiya vo
Azarbaycan Hindistanla Avropani birlogdiron BSCND-ni aktivlagdirmak
iigtin zoruri olan addimlardan biri kimi dovlatloraras: yiik tranzit tariflorini
endirmak qorarina galdilor™, 2015-ci ildo Azarbaycanda Baki Beynoalxalq
Daniz Ticarati Limam (BBDTL) yaradilmigdh ki, bunun da asas mogsodi
Azarbaycanin paytaxtini bolganin asas nogliyyat markozina gevirmok va
Azarbaycan arazisindon yiik tranzitinin artirilmasi idi*’. Bakida kegirilon
goriigdon sonra ii¢ 6lka prezidentlori iranin paytaxti Tehranda goriis
kegirdilor. Orada goriigiin asas maqsadi Azarbaycan va franin ikitorofli
sorhaddo yerlagon Astara gay: iizorindo 83 metr uzunlugunda korpiiniin
tikintisino dair damgiqlara baglamaq idi*'.

Azarbaycan 6z hissasi olan 8,3 km uzunlugunda domir yolu xattinin iran
sarhadina qadar qurulmasini 2016-c1 ilin dekabrinda basa ¢atdirmigdir. Eyni
zamanda iki Olka torofindon Astara ¢ayi tizorindo 10 metr eni va 83 metr
uzunlugunda korpiiniin do tikintisi basa ¢atmigdir. Korpii iigiin gokilmis

78 AVIM (2017) President Ilham Aiyev’s visit to Iran and Astara Rxnlwny Conuncnmry Available at: http://avim,

g tr/ ==
79 Fmancml Tnbulc (July 20!7) lmn Azcrbauan and Russia agree on SO% cut on transit tnnﬂ's Avmlablc at: https://
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xarclor Azarbaycan va Iran torafindon barabar sokilda Odonilmisdir®2. Bunda
basgqa, Azarbaycan Domir Yolu ilo fran Domir Yollari arasinda imzalanm
sazigo osason, yaxin vaxtlarda Azarbaycan Domir Yolu QSC-nin dostay
ilo 1,4 km uzunlugunda bir domir yolu xattinin va iran arazisindo yiiksat
yiiklomo gabiliyyatina malik dérd terminalin tikintisi do nozorda tutulmusdu
Sazigo asasan, «Azarbaycan Damir Yolu» QSC yuxarida gostarilon domi
yolu xatlorini 15 il miiddatina, terminallari isa 25 il miiddatino icaray:
gotiiracakdir. 2016-ci ilin yanvar ayinda irana qarsi sanksiyalarn arada
qaldirlmasi 6lkanin AB 6lkalari ila ticarat va yiik tranzitinds shamiyyati
bir artima sobab olacaqdir va naticada bu layihonin da hayata kegirilmasiyl:
Iranin tranzit giicii daha da artacaqdr.

Rusiya, Azarbaycan va franin eyni moaqsada xidmat edon yuxarida ad
¢okilon layihado amokdasliq etmasi naticodo bu dévlatler arasinda ugurlu
qonsuluq miinasibatlori iigiin bir ideal formulun tapilmasina iimid verir®,

Azarbaycan figiin iran Islam Respublikasi adi bir dlko deyil; iran
Azorbaycanin conub qonsusudur. iki dévlot 618 kilometr uzunlugunda
torpaq sorhadino malikdir va iistalik ikisinin do Xozer donizino gixis
var. Hor iki olka {imumi kegmisdon vo iimumi modaniyyatin bazi
elementlarindon birga doyarlori paylasir.

Azorbaycan, elaco da iran vo Rusiya iigiin BSCND-nin istismara
verilmasi neft galirlorindon asililig azaltmaq, UDM-i artirmaq va geyri-
neft sektorunu inkisaf etdirmok imkaninin yaranmasi demokdir*. Yeni
dohliz Siiveys Kanali-Araliq donizi-Simali Avropa vo Tiirkmonistan-
Qazaxistan-Rusiya-Simali Avropa alternativ margrutlarina nisbaton
Zaman va xarc¢ baximindan daha raqabatli olacaqdir. Qeyd olundugu kimi.
Qarbi Avropanin sarhadlori boyunca Araliq donizi vasitasilo va Siiveys
kanalindan kegan doniz margrutu 40 giin ¢okir. BSCND isa bunun yariyz
qadar azaldilmasina vo hotta mallarin 12-14 giino goador catdiriimasina
sorait yaradacaqdr.

t for Baku. Available at: http:.

82 Parviz Heydarov (2016) Visions of Azerbaijan, Why the INSTC is so imp

WWW.visions.az/en/news/795/0fba6 16/

83 The‘ Central Asia- Caucasus Analyst (20[6) Thc North South comdor fmally klcks oﬂ' Avulablc aL hm

www.cacianalyst.org/pub 10D S - S
idor-finally-kicks-off.hm|

84  President of Azerbaijan (April 2016) President Tlham Aliyev chaired the meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers

dedicated to the results of the first quarter of 2016 and objectives for the future. Available at: http:/

mobile/articles/18994

-('

iranin va digar élkalorin BSCND ¢argivasinda rolu

Hindistanda Yiik Forvarderlari Assosiasiyalar1 Federasiyasinin apardig
bir aragdirma gostarir ki, BSCND mévcud marsrutlardan 30 faiz daha ucuz
va 40 faiz daha qisadir*, Rusiyani ohata edan bir sira problemlardan sonra bu
olkanin hokumati Asiya qitosinda an boyiik ii¢ strateji torafdagindan ikisi —
iran va Hindistan ilo alagalarini bir xeyli inkisaf etdirdi. 2015-2016-c1 illordo
Hindistanla ticarat 6,8 milyard ABS dollan idi ki, bu, 6ton illarlo miiqayisada
daha az idi (masalon,2012-ci ildo 11 milyard ABS dollari va 2013-cii ilda isa
10,1 milyard dollar olmugdur)*. Hindistana Rusiyadan asason minerallar,
agac, kagiz, magin va digor agir sonaye mohsullari ixrac olunur. Bu mallarin
daginmasi onlanin agirliq vo 6lgii baximindan béyiikliyiine gora idealda
qatarlarla ola bilardi. Uzun masafs va domir yolunun olmamasi sababindan
Rusiya va Hindistan domir yollar arasinda birlosmo yoxdur. Bu halda fran
iki 6lkani birlagdira bilocok domir yoluna sahib olduqdan sonra Rusiyanin
strateji ticarat tarafdagi rolunu oynaya bilor*’.

Hindistanin Ticarot naziri Nirmala Sitharamanin geyd etdiyina goro,
Rusiya vo Hindistan arasinda ikitorafli alagolor daha da giiclonmokdadir;
olkalor asasan harbi amokdaghg: ohato edan 4 milyard dollarliq sévdalogma
barada razilia goliblor. Rusiya va Hindistan arasinda ticaratin 2025-ci ilodok
30 milyard ABS dollar1 olacag gozlonilir®®,

BSCND layihosinin hayata kegirilmosi bolgonin geosiyasi vaziyyatino
do ciddi tesir gostaracakdir. Bu layiha Irani Rusiyanin Baltik limanlar ilo
birlagdiracak, Rusiyanin conubda Korfoza vo Hindistan domir yolu sabokasino
qosulmasini tomin edocokdir. ©n azindan kagiz iizerindo bu, onu gostorir
ki, mallarin Mumbaydan iranin Bandor-Abbas limanina va daha sonra iso
Bakiya aparilmasi miimkiin olacaqdir. Daha sonra isa Rusiyan sorhadino
kegorok, Hostorxandan Moskva vo Sankt-Peterburqa gedacokdir. Rusiya

85 Fmancml Tribute (July 20|7) Dry -Run for India-Iran- Russna pmject Avulable at: hnns.[_ﬁnmgn]_mhmmm[
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dévlati iigtin do bu layiho onun ticarat va iqtisadi alagolorinin inkisafind
miihiim bir iraliloyigo sabab olacaqdur.

BSCND  layihasi gorgivosindo iran va Azorbaycanin domiryil
infrastrukturunun giiclondirilmasi Azarbaycan va Rusiyanin tranzit naqliyyu
imkanlarindan tam sokilds istifads edilmasi iigiin yeni perspektivly
yaradacaqdir. 1995-ci ilin iyun ayinda iran va Rusiya, bir ¢ox analitiklori
fikrinca, Rusiya-iran strateji torofdaghgimin tomoalini togkil edan “Dostlu
vo Omokdashq haqqinda Sazis” imzalamiglar®. framin baxisina asason
BSCND bu 6lkanin regionda tranzit markazina gevrilmasin sabab olacaqdr
va 0z ndvbasinda bu, iranin galocokda hor hansi bir sokilds nadansa tacrit
edilmasina qars1 boyiik bir addim olacaqdir. Bu halda, golocokda iran
beynolxalq alomdon tocrid etmok gox baha basa galocokdir. Dlagolordaki
bazan isti vo bazon da soyuq miinasibatlora baxmayaraq, iran Hindistana
xam neftin dordiincii boyiik ixracgist olmusdur®. Bu vaxta kimi franm
Hindistan1 Orta Asiya 6lkolorina gixara bilmasi miivafig diqqat gormomisdir

Qeyd etmok lazimdir ki, Xozar donizinin sarqinda bagqa bir beynalxalg
damir yolu var va o, Qazaxistan1 va Tiirkmonistan: iranin Bandar-Abbas li-
manina baglayir; bu yol iki il avval agilmigdir. 2016-c1 ildo bu marsrutdan
yiikiin kegid gabiliyyati 3 milyon tona ¢atmmgdi. Qatarlarin elektriklosdiril-
moasindan va bir sira digar barpa islorinin hoyata kegirilmosindan sonra bu
gostarici ilda 10 milyon tona catacaqdir. iranda 6200 kilometrlik domir yo-
lunun insa edilmasi gézlonilir. Soziigedon rogom zaif infrastrukturu da shat
edir vo 2022-ci ildon sonra 3500 km-lik uzunlugunda domir yollarinin tikin-
tisi do hal-hazirda nazardan kegirilmokdadir. iran islam Respublikasinn D>-
miryolu strukturunun inkisaf islori departamentinin miiavini Hiiseyn Asur
mediaya bildirmisdir ki, iranin Xozar donizindoki Astara doniz limanindan
Azarbaycan sorhodine godor olan 2 km uzunlugunda irana aid domir yolu
hissasi yaxin vaxtlarda basa gatacaq. Beloliklo da, franin Azorbaycanla da-
mir yollarii qovugdurmas ilo alagoli amokdaghgmnin davam etdirilmasi har
iki 6lkanin do hogigaton beynalxalq dohlizin inkisaf etdirilmosindo maragl
olduunu gdstorir®'. Tam istifadoys verildikdon sonra BSCND-nin iran v2

89 R. Freedman, “Russian-Iranian Relations in the 1990s,” MERIA Vol. 4, No. 2 (June 2000).

2 //Mudas"- Mub‘mk (AP"“ 2017) Rlslng Kashmir, Iran factor in connecnvxty to the Central Asia, Available ot
: g £ g

Azarbaycan arasinda mal dévriyyasini 600 min tondan 5 milyon tona qo-
dor artmasina gorait yaradacag vo iki 6lka arasinda hal-hazirda 500 milyon
ABS dollarina barabar olan ticarat dovriyyasini siiratlo artiracagi gozlonilir.
«Azarbaycan Domir Yollar» QSC-nin sadri Cavid Qurbanovun 2016-c1 ilin
mayinda «RailwayPro» jurnalina verdiyi miisahibasinda deyilir ki, bu bey-
nalxalq dohliz regionda yiik dasimalarinda avozedilmozdir®.

Natica

BSCND layihasi il bagh aparilan aktiv islor media vo mediadan konar
soxslarin va tagkilatlarin yiiksok maragina sobob olmusgdur ki, hal-hazirda bu
maraq siiratlo artmaqdadir. Azarbaycan, iran, Rusiya va Hindistan bu layiho
daxilinda olan Glkalardir. Azarbaycan hal-hazirda sarnigin va yiik daginmasi
li¢iin biitlin Qafqaz regionunda an yaxs1 infrastruktura malikdir. Bura konkret
olaraq yollar, yeni tikilmis va borpa edilmis domir yollar, texnoloji cohatdon
inkisaf etmis hava limanlari, genis daxili su yollari va sairani aid etmak olar.

BSCND Simali Avropam Conub-S$arqi Asiya ila alagalondirmok magsadi
giidiir. Layiha biitiin maragh toraflorin, hamginin Qafgaz, Orta Asiya va
Sarqi Avropanin, eloco do Omanin monafelorini tomin etmak potensialina
malikdir. Ancaq tarix regional naqliyyat layiholarinin inkisaf etdirilmasinin
daim ¢atinliklorlo qargilagdigini gostorir. Xozor regionu burada asas liman
va domir yolu infrastrukturuna investisiyanin az olmasi ilo bilinir. Strateji vo
siyasi tohliikalar, masalon, Xazarin harbilagdirilmasi, geyd edilon beynalxalq
layihanin hayata kegirilmasinda boyiik problem yarada bilor®. Bagqa yarana
bilacok problem ticarat baryerlori vo mallarin aximi iigiin ortaya ¢ixan
angallar, texniki va tonzimloyici manealordir. Bunlar gémriik, domir yolu
relsi dayismoasi, IT va raqgomsalliq islorinda gatismazliq vo ya zoiflik, vahid
multimodal operatorun vo belaliklo do bir tarifin olmamasidir. BSCND
layihasini tosdiq edan Olkalor tarafindan tranzit va gémriik sahalorindo do
bazi miisbat iralilayiglor olmugdur. Hindistan vo Rusiya arasinda yaradilmis
yasil dohliz adi gomriik inspeksiyalarindan konar tutulmagqla, sorhodlorda
yiiklorin rahat va sarbast daginmasina sabab olacaqdir.
mv—(imé) lewsyPro Magazmc Interview with Jnvnd Gurbanov Available at: hitp://www.

93 BROOKINGS (2016) Nonh South Tmnspon Comdor Avallable at: mm.[bgﬂ,hmkmwsmh[
articles/2002/07/03russia-spector
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BSCND-nin kémayi ilo Azarbaycan vo iran iki gitani — Avropa va Asiyan
birlogdiracok. Basqa sozlo desok, bu beynolxalq dohlizin Astara-Astara
hissasi (irandaki Astara ilo Azarbaycandaki Astara arasindaki domir yolu
xatti) Simal va Canubu torpaq yolu ila birlasdirilmasina va miixtalif lkalor
va qitalar arasindaki miinasibatlorin inkisafinda miihiim rol oynayacaqdir.
Bu dohliz hamginin Yaxin Sarq, Conub-Sarqi Asiya, Simali Avropa 6lkalari
va Rusiya arasinda ticarat, noqliyyat va iqtisadi slagaleri giiclondirilacakdir.
Biitiin bunlar sonuncu yarimeiq qalmis hissa olan Qazvin-Rast-Astara domir
yolunun agilmasindan sonra bas tutacaqdur.

«Simal-Canuby  dohlizi Rusiya, Azorbaycan vo Iram daha da
yaxinlagdiracaq va bu, regionda siilh va tohliikasizliyin qorunmasina kémak
edacakdir. Homginin Conubi Asiyadan Simali Avropaya noqliyyat xarclori
va dasinma miiddotlorini ohomiyyatli doracado azaldacaqdir. Bundan alava,
geosiyasi alyansi mohkamlandiracok va digar 6lkelari do bu alyansa calb
edacakdir. Azarbaycan iiiin bu dohlizregionun ticarat markazino gevrilmokdo
va geyri-neft golirlorinin artirilmasinda béyiik bir rol oynayacaqdir. «Simal-
Conuby dohlizi «$arq-Qarb» nagliyyat dohlizini tamamlayacaq vo Markazi
Asiya dlkalori tigiin olverisli bir nagliyyat sobokasi yaradacaqdir. «Simal-
Conub» dohlizi hamginin Azarbaycanin tranzit potensialim reallasdiracag,
alava galir gatiracak, is yerlorinin sayini artiracaq va regionda Azarbaycanin
iqtisadiyyatinin giiclondirilmasi iigiin asas olacaqdur.

Qeyd etmok lazimdir ki, layihanin regional va global saviyyada Avrasiya
inteqrasiyasi prosesi namino hayata kegirilmosi suratlo getmir. Taassiif ki,
yalniz bazi igtirakgilar Avrasiyani vahid bazar etmokda maraghdirlar, halbuki
bunu siiratlondirmok iigiin basqa dévlotlori, kommersiya qurumlarimni,
regional tagkilatlari, QHT va s. calb etmoak gorakdir. Bundan alava, simal-
conub naqgliyyat dohlizi do daxil olmagla, gitalorarasi yollarm mdvcud
sxemlorinin oksoriyyatini tomin edan tranzit kegidlar gadim ipak Yolunun
bir hissasidir. Buna gora do bu xatt Avrasiyada moveud olan va perspektivli
tranzit ticarat marsrutlari arasinda on tohliikasizi vo iqtisadi cohotdan do an
etibarlisidr,

Sanksiyalardan sonra enerji sahasinda
Azarbaycan-iran amakdaslig

Giilmira Rzayeva™
Giris

iran 34 trilyon kubmetr gazla diinyanin tosdiglonmis ikinci an boyiik qaz
ehtiyatlarina malik 6lkadir®. Bununla bela, 61ka tarixan bir ¢ox sababdan,
xiisusilo do ABS-in tatbiq etdiyi qadagalar vo beynalxalq sanksiyalar,
eloca da olkadaxili hiiquqi va miiqavilalarlo bagh soraitin investisiyalar
liglin olverigsiz olmas: iiziindon 6z zangin potensialindan tam olaraq
faydalana va qlobal gaz ticaratindo aparici oyungu ola bilmomigdir. Bu,
olkanin 6z nohang tobii qaz ehtiyatlarindan yararlanmasi va enerji sanayesi
potensialini lazimi saviyyada inkisaf etdirmosini miimkiinsiiz etmisdir.

franin tabii qaz sahasindo asas ixracatgi ola bilmamasinda, bir sira
masalalarla yanasi, hokumot subsidiyalari naticasinda 6lkanin siiratls artan
daxili talobati da az rol oynamamigdir. Bu, fran {igiin daxili istehlakin idara
edilmasi va rasionallagdirilmasi, elaca da, kigik hacmda qaz ixrac olunan
Tiirkiya istisna olmagla, qonsu o6lkalorda bdyiiyan bazarlara qazin ixrac
edilmasi baximindan asas manea olmugdur.

ABS tarafindan irana tatbiq edilon va on ildon ¢ox davam edon ciddi
sanksiyalar Glkonin neft istehsali sonayesina ohamiyyatli doracada tasir
etdi. Bu isa naticado Conubi Pars doniz yatag da daxil olmaqla, xarici
investisiyalarin asas apstrim layihalorindan ¢okilmasina sabab oldu.

ABS sanksiyalarimin  Iran igtisadiyyatina va xiisusilo 6lkanin
gaz sonayesina boyiik tosiri oldu. 2010-cu ildo ABS Kongresi “Iran
sanksiyalar hagqinda qanun™un (ISA) tasir dairasini genislondiran “Iran
sanksiyalari, hesabathiliq va investisiyalarin geri ¢okilmasi ilo bagh genis
hacmli ganun”u (CISADA) gabul etdi. Bu qanun irana va onun arazisindon
kegan istonilon boru kamari layihasina investisiya yatirilmasini, eloca do
enerji ilo bagh avadanliglarin frana satigini qadagan etdi. Bir il sonra,

9 Azarbaycan Respublikasmin Prezidenti yaninda Strateji Aragdirmalar Markazinin aparic: elmi iscisi, gulmira.
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2011-ci ilds Avropa ittifagi ABS sanksiyalarini gerida qoyan, neft va neft-
kimya mahsullarinin satisini gadagan edan bir sira yeni sanksiyalar gsbul
etdi. Daha sonra, 2012-ci ilds Al dovlstleri irandan tabii gaz idxalini.
Avropa va Iran banklari arasinda maliyys amaliyyatlarini gadagan edan
alava sanksiyalari tasdigladilar. Naticada Avropa, daha sonra iss Asiya
investorlari va iri neft-qaz sanayesi sirkatlari iranin enerji layihalarindan, o
ctimladan, Canubi Pars layihasindan geri ¢akildilar. Bunun da naticasinds
Coanubi Pars layihasinin 24 planlasdirilmis marhalasindan 11-i tam basa
catdirilmadan yarida saxlanildi, bir nega marhalads iss hasilatin hacmi
nazarda tutulmus layihs giiciindan asagi idi. Sanksiyalar iranin neft va gaz
yataglarinin inkisafina ham texniki, ham da geoloji baximdan manfi tasir
gostardi. Faktiki olarag, bir sahaya uzun muddast investisiya yatiriimamasi
geoloji problemlar va istehsal risklarinin artmasi ila naticalans bilar, bu da
0z ndvbasinds normal saraitda lazim olandan daha ¢ox investisiya tslab
edir.

Bu maqals sanksiyalar lagv edildikdan sonra iranin gaz ixraci sahasinda
fovqgalglica cevrilacayi, yoxsa daxili istehlakin kaskin artmasi ssbabindsn
ham boru kamarlari vasitasila, ham da / va ya mayelasdirilmis tabii gaz
(MTQ) saklinda gaz ixraci hacminin asagi saviyyads galacagi sualina cavab
vermaya cahsir. Magalada iranin gaz ixraci potensialinin éniimiizdaki
onillikda ilda 30 milyard kubmetrdan ¢ox olmayacagi fikrindan ¢ixis edilir.
Bu saviyyaya catmagq iranin kifayat gadar xarici investisiya calb etma
gabiliyyatindan asili olacaq, ¢unki iranin gaz hasilatinin artmasi apstrim
va midstrim sanayesina yaxin 5-6 il arzinds milyardlarla dollar investisiya
yatiriimasini taleb edacak. Daxili talsbat qgarsisialinmaz sakilds sirstls
artdigca va iranin elektrik enerjisina artan talabatini 6demak magsadila nefi
yataglarina vurmag, elaca da 6lkanin daha da gazlasdiriimasi, neft-kimya
seanayesi ve qazla islayan elektrik stansiyalarinda mazutu avez etmak iiglin
daha cox gaza ehtiyaci olduqca, ixracin hacmi mahdudlasdirilacag.

Iran hal-hazirda iqtisadiyyatin bitiin sahaslarina tasir edsn maliyys
va likvidlik catismazhgi il Uzlasir. iran hokumati sanksiyalar va
uzunmuiddatli tacrid naticasinds zaiflomis iqtisadiyyati canlandirmaq
va zaif milli valyutani giclandirmak Ugiin texminan 500 milyard dollar
investisiya yatirmalidir. iranin neft va neft mahsullari satisindan alds etdiyi
vo sanksiyalar tetbig edildikdan sonra dondurulan 100 milyard dolla

- AA -

hacminds amlaki var. Artiq agilmis bu mablagin yarisi iranin beynalxalg
borclarini 6demak tglin sarf edilmisdir.% Canubi Parsm 11 marhalasinin
va digar quru yataglarinin alave hacmda gaz hasilati U¢iin nazardas tutulan
islanilma miiddati shamiyyatli derscads iranin apstrim va midstrim
sanayesina milyardlarla dollar xarici investisiya calb etmasindan, elaca ds
alverisli hiiqugi ¢argiva va migavilalarin imzalanmasi t¢iin minasib sarait
yarada bilmasindan asili olacaqdir.

Xazar danizinin ehtiyatlari

investisiya va texnologiya catismazh@i Uziindsn Xazar danizinin
irana aid olan hissasinda tabii gaz ehtiyatlarinin kasfi mahdud sakilda
aparilir. Belalikls, iranin kasf edilmali va dayarlandirilmali olan boyiik
hacmds islenmamis ehtiyatlari var. Buna baxmayaraq, yeni kasfiyyat
islarinin aparilmasi dévlat {igiin asas prioritet tagkil etmir, giinki iran artiq
askarlanmis yataglarin miisyyan bir hissasini inkisaf etdirmalidir.

2012-ci ilds iran danizda 700 metr darinlikda yerlasan Sardar-e Cangal
neft va gaz yataginin askarlandigini acigladi. Yataq hals arasdirilmali va
islanmalidird7. Bu yataq aparici beynalxalq neft sirkatlarina investisiya
yatirmag va birgs islenilma Gc¢in taklif olunan 55 quru ve daniz
yataglarindan biridir.

Qonbadli Xazar denizinds muayyan bir hissasi Turkmanistana aid olan
basqga bir iran yatagidir. Onun dogquz quyusundan {igii faaliyyatds olmagla,
gundalik gaz istehsali | milyon kubmetrdir%. ©gar doqquz quyudan hamisi
faaliyyat gostararss, yatagdan giindalik alava 2-3 milyon kubmetr gaz hasil
edila bilar99. iran eyni zamanda yatagin Tirkmanistanla birga islanilmasini
da nazers ala bilsr. Bu, Tehran tarafindan qonsu 6lkslarls transssrhad
yataglarin birgs inkisaf etdirmasina verilan prioritete de uygun galardi.

Yataglarin qonsu Olkslarla birgs islanilmasi sanksiyalarin aradan
galdiriimasi ils daha da asanlagacaq ve iranin Xazar danizinds az inkisaf

96 KoopguHatop 13 CLLA: Ha noratueHune fonros VipaHa yLuno $50 MApA 13 ero pasMopoXeHHbIX cueTos. ItarTass,

http://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/2660193
97 Details of21 Iranian gas fields, offered to foreigners, Azemews, http://www.azemews.az/region/90492.html

98 Iran to exploit gas from Turkmenistan joint field, Mehmews, http://en.mehmews.eom/news/|l 13716/Iran-to-
exploit-gas-from-Turkmenistan-joint-field
99  Yens orada
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etmis sektorlarina daha yaxsi perspektivler vad edacak. Azarbaycan bu
sahada an qgabaqcil texnologiya, elmi-texniki tacriibs, insan resurslari
va investisiya imkanlarina malik olan 6lka kimi taninir. Birga kasfiyyat
islarinin aparilmasi Prezident ilham Sliyevin 2016-ci ilin fevral ayinda
irana resmi saferi zamani asas miizakirs mdvzularindan biri olmusdur
iranin apstrim sirkatlori kasfiyyat vo seysmik islarin aparilmasi giir.
kecmisda (1994-1995-ci illards) Azarbaycan avadanliglarindan istifads
etmisdi, har¢cand hamin vaxt ehtiyatlarin askarlanmasi geyds alinmamisdir.

Zaruri texnologiya va avadanliglar olmadi§i seraitds Xazar danizinin
Iran sektoru asasan zaif inkisaf etmis ve tadqigq edilmamis olaraq galir.
iranin danizdaki yegans gamisi — 3-D seysmik amaliyyatlari yerina yetiran
Pejvak gamisi - dord il bundan avval yanmisdir. Bundan basga, 2016-ci
ilin mart ayinda Qonbadli yataginda ®mir Kabir adma gazma krani gazaya
ugramisdi. Baki 6z avadanliglarindan kranin tamiri magsadila istifads
edilmasini taklif etmisdil00.

Texniki xidmatlardan basqa, Baki danizin Azarbaycan sektorundaki
yari batirilmis qurgularindan birini kasfiyyat va dayarlandirma islari tigiin
Irana icaraya vers bilar. Hamin gazma qurgusu Azsrbaycanda Abseron
yarimadasinda insa edilmisdir, avadanhgin bazi hissalari xaricdan
getirilmisdir. Bu qurgularin 6lcisii va Volga-Don kanalinin eni igiin
goyulan mahdudiyyatlar ucbatindan onlari tam yigilmis sekilds Xazar
danizina nagl etmak mimkin deyildir.

1990-ci illards Canubi Xazar sektorunda faaliyyatds olan dérd qurgu
var idi. Hazirda Azerbaycan sektorunda yalniz i¢ adad yari batiriimis
gazma qurgusu var: Dada Qorqud, istiglal va Heydar Sliyev. 175 milyon
dollara sifaris edilmis galdinmli gazma qurgusu olan Qurtulus (Trident
20) 2003-cu ilda Qazaxistana icarays verildil0l. Tikinti sifarisi Rig Club-2
konsorsiumu tarsfindan verilmisdi. Bu konsorsiuma Elfva LankaranTalis.
Oguz, YananTava ve KirDasi bloklarinin lisenziya sahiblari (mivafig
olaraq TotalFinaElf, Mobil, JAPEX va Agip) daxil idilar.

Xazar danizinda gazma qurdularinin sayi tarixen mahdud oldugundan,
kasfiyyatin yaxsi planlasdiriimasinda va har hansi yeni gazma isinin hayata

100 Five points of Iran-Azerbaijan energy cooperation, Trend, http://en.trend.az/business/energv/2333794Jiunl
101 G. Rzayeva, The Outlook for Azerbaijani Gas Supplies to Europe, OIES, httos://www.oxfordenerNeorghypcni>-
whp-content/uploads/2015/06/NG-97.pdf

kecirilmasinda asas masalalardan biri gazmaqurgusunun mévcudlugudurl(2.
SOCAR-In térama sirkati olan Kaspian Driling Kompani Ltd. tarafindan
Keppel Offshore & Marine Ltd (Keppel O&M) sirkstina onun térema
sirkatleri olan Caspian Rigbuilders BV (Keppel FELS-a bagl sirkat)
vasitasile yeni yari batirilmis gazma qurgusunun insasi sifaris verilib.
Layihanin tikinti dayari taxminan | milyard ABS dollari tagkil edirll3 va
bura qurgunun sahibi terafindan tachiz olunan avadanliq daxildirl0s,

Movcud qurgulardan har (¢li Xazar danizinin Azarbaycan sektorundaki
Azari-Cirag-Gunasli neft yatagi ve Sahdaniz tabii gaz va kondensat yatagi
daxil olmagla, muxtslif apstrim layihalarinds faaliyyatdadir. Keppel
tarafindan tikilan va 2017-ci ilin avvalinds basa catmah olan dordiinci
gazma qurgusu Abseron yataginin operatoru olan Total sirkati tarafindan
icaraya goturulib. ARDNS yaxin gsalacekda daha ¢ox gazma qurgusu
insa etmak niyyatindadir. Novbati 2-3 ilde ARDNS terafindan Xazar
danizinin Azarbaycan sektorunda yeni bir qurgunun tikintisina baslanacagi
planlasdirilirl(s.

iran kasfiyyat va islanilma tigiin Xazar danizinds xaricilars dérd layiha
toklif etmisdir.l06*Bunlar 24, 26, 29-ci bloklar va Sardar-e Cangsl neft
yataglaridir. Umumilikda tran Xazar danizinin kasfiyyat sahasinin ona
aid olan sektorunda 46 bloka sahibdir, onlardan 8-i prioritet taskil edir.
Bunlarin hamisi xarici investisiya va texnologiyanin yardimi ila alava
olaraq tadgiq edilmali ve giymatlandirilmalidir.

Qaz ixraci potensiali va satisin taskili

Beynalxalg sanksiyalarin aradan qaldiriimasi ils iran 6z qonsulari
va dinya birliyi ils iqgtisadi slagslerini, elsce ds beynslxalq ticarat
amaliyyatlarinda 0z istirakini barpa etmsaya calisacaq. Aystullah Sli
Xameneyi tarafindan tasdiq edilan iranin 2025-ci ils gadar “Milli Galacays
Baxis Senadi” va «igtisadi Miigavimat» konsepsiyasi 6ziinds gaz hasilatinin
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va tabii gaz ixracatgisi olaraq bazar payinin artiriimasini ehtiva edirl(7. iran
hazirda Turkiys, Azarbaycan (svop) va Ermanistana (miibadils) ixrac edan
kicik va asasan regional saviyyads faaliyyst gdsteran gaz ixracatcisidir.
Bununla bels, iran ham boru kamarlari, ham da uzaq masafada yerlasen
bazarlar tGgiin mayelasdirilmis tebii gaz (MTQ) ixrac eda bilacak zangin
tabii gaz ixraci potensialina malikdir. Hal-hazirda iranin bir negs gaz ixraci
layihasi olsa da, yalniz Turkiyays boru kamari vasitasile gaz ixracatini
hayata kegirir. Digar ixrac razilasmalari Azarbaycanla olan svop miiqavilas
va Ermanistanla olan miubadila miqavilasidir.

Hazirda iranin icra edilsn dérd boru kamari miigavilasi, o ctimladan.
Turkmanistanla bir idxal migavilasi, elsce da hals icra edilmaysn dord
imzalanmis sazisi va barasinda danisiglar gedan dérd migavilssi vardir
(Cadval 7 va 8).

Cadval 7: Boru kamarlari vasitasile gaz ixraci layihalsri

Danisiglar prosesinds olan
muqavilsler

imzalanmis miigavilslar

icra edilon mugavilalar ar H
(halalik icra edilmir)

Turkmanistandan idxal B9 Hindistan (SAGE)

Tirkiyaya ixrac iraq (Bagdad) Oman
Naxgivan vasitasilo .
Azarbaycanla svop Iraq (Basra) Bo9
iran gaz - Ermanistan elektrik

Pakistan Kiveyt

enerjisi barteri

Manba: NIGEC

Cadval 8; Boru kamarlari vasitssile qaz ticarsti layihslari

Olka Migavila Baslangic tarixi  Muddati (il) Hecm!

_ (mIn. kubmetr/li)
Turkmanistan idxal 1997 25 14
Tirkiya ixrac 2005 25 10
Azarbaycan Svop 2001 20 0.3
Ermanistan Miibadila 2009 20 23
Pakistan ixrac - 26 7.8
irag-Bagdad ixrac - 6 Maks. 10
irag-Basra ixrac - 6 Maks. 10
BSOS ixrac

Manba: NIGEC

107 S. Vakhshouri, Iran’s Energy Policy after the Nuclear Deal, Atlantic Council, http://www.atlanticcouncil, QS
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iran tabii gazinin beynalxalq miqyasda, asasan gonsu 6lkalara boru
kamarlari ils, elace ds uzaq Asiya va Avropa 6Olkslsrine MTQ vasitasila
ixrac etmayin bir sira Gstinlikleri var. iranin gaz ixrac edan 6lks olaraq
asas Ustlinlikleri asagidakilardir:

O iran boru kemari ¢akila bilan masafads yerlssan ve gaz idxalina
ehtiyaci olan Yaxin Serq bazarlarina yaxin yerlasmasi baximindan ¢ox
alverisli cografi mévgeys malikdir.

Nisbatan asagi olan istehsal xarclari

Olka artiq bazar tanzimlamalarini muayyanlasdirib, canuba yerlasan
potensial alicilarla satis va alis migavilalari imzalayib.
Mayelasdirilmis tabii gazin (MTQ) dasinmasl Uc¢ln agig daniz va
okeanlara ¢ixis

Coanubda gaza kaskin ehtiyaci olan 6lks bazarlarina yaxin yerlasmasi
ila yanasi, iran ham da digar gazla zangin dlkalarin gazini svop etmak
iiciin cografi cahatdan alverigli movqgeds yerlasir. iran Azarbaycan
vasitasila Rusiya va Turkmanistan gazini svop eds va onu Yaxin Sarq
bazarlarinda sata bilar.

Bununla bels, iran gazini beynslxalg bazarlara ixrac etmayin
catismazliglari da vardir. 9sas msahdudiyyat yuxarida tasvir edildiyi
kimi, daxili telsbatin kaskin artimidir. iran ndvbati 5 ilds gaz hasilatini
0z ehtiyatlari hesabina ginds | milyard kubmetradsk artira bilsr, lakin
geyd edilan hacmdan daha c¢ox istehsal eda bilmak xarici investisiyalardan
asilidir.  Sozlgedan investisiyalarin calb edilmasi 6lkanin, avvalki
bélmalarda qeyd edildiyi kimi, alverisli mihit yaratmaq gabiliyyatindan
asil olacag. Nazir Bijen Zangsnsnin bayan etdiyi kimi, iran 2018-ci
ila gadar tabii gaz hasilatini ginda ! milyard kubmetradak, 2020-ci ila
gadar isa gaz ixracini gunds 80 milyon kubmetradak (ilds 29 milyard
kubmetr) artirmagi planlasdirirl8. 2020-ci ila gadar garsiya qoyulan bu
magsad NIGEC-in iddia etdiyi (ilds 90 milyard kubmetr) ils miigayisada
daha inandirici bir plan kimi saslanir. ©n yaxs! halda, 2020-ci ils gadar
30 milyard kubmetr gaz istehsal etmak kimi nisbatan yikssk bir hadsfin
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reallagdirilmast Iranin apstrim sonayesini inkisaf etdirmok iigiin tals
olunan xarici investisiyalar calb eda bilocayi taqdirde miimkiin olar.

Méveud infrastruktur ¢argivasinde MTQ va boru kamari gazinin ixrac
ligiin tolab olunan goraitin olmamasi da Iramin qaz ixraci imkanlarin
mohdudlagdirir. fran uzun vo orta miiddatli miigavilslor imzalayarag
alicilara hom boru komori vasitasilo qaz, hom do MTQ ixrac etmat
Ohdoliyini 6z iizorino gotiirso do, boru kamorlori vo mayelosdirm:
terminallarina kimlorin investisiya yatiracagi vo onlar1 kimin inga edocayi
hala do malum deyil.

Boru komarlari vasitasila ixrac

Tiirkiyaya qaz ixract

iranda sorhod yaxinhiginda yerlagon Bazorgan sohorindon Tiirkiyanin
Dogubayazit goharino (253 km) qaz naql edon iran-Tiirkiya boru kamari
timumi tutumu ilda 11-16 milyard kubmetr olan 40 diiym diametrli boru
xattidir. Bu kamar 2577 km uzunlugu olan Tabriz-Ankara boru komarinin
bir hissasidir. 1996-c1 ildo Tiirkiya inhisargis1 Botas ila ildo 10 milyard
kubmetr tobii qazin catdirilmas: ilo bagh 25 illik miigavilo imzaland:.
Miiqavilo 2001-ci ildon icra olunmaga baglamisdir.

Qaza artan talabatina gora Tiirkiyanin 6z qaz idxali hacmini artirmaga
ehtiyact var. iran Avropa bazarina daxil olmaq timidi ilo Tiirkiyani
qazla tomin edon 6lka olmaqda maraqhdir. Bununla bels, bunun bir gox
sobabdan tezliklo bas veracayi ehtimal edilmir. iki 6lka arasinda qazla bagl
miinasiboatlor har zaman miirakkab olmugdur. Faktiki olaraq, her iki 61k
franda movsiimi talabatin pik dovriinda ¢atdirilmada ¢atigmazhgin olmas!
vo Botagin miiqavilo osasinda razilagdirilmig gaz hacminin hamisim als
bilmomasi ucbatindan bir gox problemlorls iizlogmisdir. ikinci problem
olkanin sarqinds Botagin qaz étiiriicii sistemi tutumunun mohdud olmasi
vo asag1 tolob dévrlorinda talobatin miivagqoti azalmasindan gaynaqglanir
Nohayot, Tiirkiys miiqavilolorin ticari sortlorindon narazidir va qiymatda
endirim alda etmak, eloca da «al v ya 6do» hdaliyini “yumsaltmaq” tigiin
fran1 iki dofa arbitraj mohkemosina vermisdir. Tiirkiya har iki mohkam?
isini udmus, miivafiq olaraq, 800 milyon va 1 milyard dollar tozminal
almigdir.
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Ermanistanla qaz miibadilasi

Ermonistanla miiqavilo 2004-cii ildo imzalanmig vo 2009-cu ildo icra
olunmaga baglamigdir. iran elektrik enerjisi miiqabilindo Ermonistani tobii
qazla tomin edir. Miigaviloys asason ildo maksimum 2.3 milyard (giina
6 milyon) kubmetr qazin verilmasi nozardo tutulur, lakin faktiki ticarat
hacmi heg vaxt 6z maksimal haddins gatmamigdir. 2015-ci ilda iran ildo
yalmz 360 milyon kubmetr (giina 1 milyon kubmetr) qaz ixrac etmigdir'®.
Boru kamori ilo bagh asas texniki problem onun hacminin olduqca kigik
(il2 2.3 milyard kubmetr) olmasidir. Ermonistanin qaz Gtiiriicii sistemi 6z
nazaratinda deyil va bu, ona 6z idxal hacmini geniglondirilmakds manegilik
toradir. Qazpromun téroma sirkati olan Qazprom-Ermonistan (ke¢mis
ArmRosqazprom) Ermonistanin qaz nagli sisteminda 100%-lik paya
sahibdir'"’. Bu sababdan iranla Ermanistan arasinda iran qazinin Avropaya
va ya Giirciistana naql edilmasi ilo bagh har hansi bir damgigin ugurla
naticalonacayi ehtimal olunmur. Halbuki iran qazinin Ermoanistandan
kegarok naql edilmasi, bu 6lkonin Azorbaycan arazilorini iggal etmoasi
iiziindon ham Tiirkiyas, ham do Azarbaycan torafindon tacrid olunmasi
nazars alindigda, Ermanistan tigiin siyasi xogbaxtlik olard:.

Azarbaycanla gaz svopu

2005-ci ildo Azorbaycanla iran arasinda 25 illik svop miigavilosi
imzalandi. Miigavilodo Azarbaycamin anklavi olan Naxgivana ilds
orta hesabla 300-390 milyon kubmetr gaz naql olunmas: yer almigdi.
Azarbaycan {imumi tutumu ildo 10 milyard kubmetr olan Haciqabul-
Astara boru kamari vasitasila eyni hacmda gazi iranin gimalinda yerlogon
Astara soharina naql etmoyi 6z iizorina gotiiriib. Lakin boru kamarinin tam
giicii ila faaliyyat gostormasi iigiin asasli tamira ehtiyaci vardir.

Prezident ilham Oliyevin Tehrana sofori zamani iran ilo Azorbaycan
arasinda enerji alagalarinin geniglondirilmasi va gargilighh maraq doguran
bir sira layihalor miizakira edildi. Toraflor razaliga galdilar ki, Azarbaycan
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tolobatin asagi oldugu movsiimlorda iran qazimi yeralti gaz anbarlarind:
saxlayacaq va qis aylarinda tolobatin yiiksok oldugu dévrda qazi ger
qaytaracaq'''. Bundan bagqa, toraflar iki 6lkonin doniz sektorlar arasind:
yerlogon Araz-Alov-Sarq strukturunun birgs islonilmosi barada raziliga
galdilar. Lakin bu masala ilo bagli hiiqugi qiivvaya malik heg bir miiqavila
imzalanmadi.

Digar potensial ixrac boru kamarlari

iran Orta Sorq vo Asiyada yerlogon bir sira potensial bazarlara boru
komori vasitasila gata bilocok masafada yerlagir. Lakin bunun ii¢iin qazin
moveudlugu va infrastrukturun hazir vaziyyatda olmasi lazimdir. Bu ham
da Prezident Hason Ruhaninin franin arab qonsulari ila siyasi miinasibatlar
qurmaq va genislondirmoklo bagl siyasatina xidmot edordi.

Iran-Pakistan-Hindistan (IPI) boru kamari Conubi Pars yatagindan
Pakistanin Bolucistan vo Sidh ayalatlorine qaz naql etmak iigiin nazarda
tutulmus 1650 km (900 km-i iran, 750 km-i Pakistan arazisino diisiir)
uzunlugunda boru kamoridir. Komarin yalmz irana aid olan hissasinin
ingas1 tamamlanmigdir. Rosmi monbolara géra, kemarin doyari 7.5 milyard
dollar olan Pakistan hissasinin ingas1 2017-ci ilin aprelindo basa gata
bilor."? Kamarin galan 1000 kilometrinin Pakistandan Dehliya va Simal-
Qorbi Hindistana ¢okilacayi nozarda tutulur. 2009-cu ildo iran ilo Pakistan
arasinda 2014-cii ilin martindan baslayaraq 8 milyard kubmetr gazin
naql edilmasi ila bagh miiqavilo imzalandi'?. Qiymotlondirmo formulu
“Yaponiya Xam Neft Kokteyli” (JCC) 79% -na asaslamir. Bu formula
asason, neftin bir barelinin giymoti daginma xarclori alava edilmakla.
toxminan 100 dollar oldugu vaxtda, qazin min kubmetrinin qiymati 16
dollar edir'*. Bu giymat Pakistan iigiin miinasib deyil va layihonin yaxin
bir zamanda tamamlanmasini gotinlosdirir. Ticari narahatliglardan alava,
ABS layihays qoti oks mévqeds idi va hom Pakistana, hom da Hindistan
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iPi-ya raqib layiha olan TAPi-ni (Tiirkmenistan - ©fqanistan - Pakistan -
Hindistan) dastoklomak tigiin siyasi tozyiqlor edirdi.

iraqin Bagdad va Basra soharlorina ixrac reallagdirilmasi inandirici
olan layiho kimi gériiniir. iran torafinde IGAT 6 boru komori artiq
movcuddur va tokca Iraq arazisindo 20 km-lik tikinti ii qalmisdir. Satis
va alig miiqavilesi 2013-ci ildo imzalanmigdir. Miiqavilode Bagdada ilkin
morhalada giindalik 4 milyon kubmetr qazin (bunun 35 milyon kubmetra
gadar artinlmasinin miimkiinliiyli nazaro alinmagla) naql edilmasi yer
almigdi. Basroya goldikda isa, fran novbati illarde giindoa 30 milyon
kubmetra qadar artirilmanin miimkiinliiyii nazara alinmaqla, giindalik 5
milyon kubmetr hacmindo qaz vermoys baslayacaq."® Eyni zamanda
Basradan Kiiveyta qaz naqli ilo bagh miizakiralor do aparilmigdi, lakin iki
olka arasinda heg bir boru kamori méveud deyildir.

imzalanmis anlasma memorandumlar:

iran Suriya, Kiiveyt, Bohreyn vo BOO-yo potensial qaz ixrac
i¢lin Korfoz ©Omokdaghq Surasi 6lkalari ilo anlagma memorandumlar

imzalamigdir (Cadval 9).

Cadval 9: Orta Sarq dlkalarina planlagdirilan qaz ixrac: layihalori

Anlagsma memorandumunun Hacm, milyard

Otlka imzalandi il kubmetr/il
Suriya 2011 5573
Kiiveyt 2010 34
S 2008 102

BOO 2001 =

Oman (miigavila) 2014 .

Umumi e

Moanba: Ictimaiyyata agiq

imzalanmig memorandumlar arasinda ilda 10 milyard kubmetr gaz naql
etmok iigiin 2019-cu ilo inga edilmali olan iran-Oman qaz boru kamari an
real va strateji layiha kimi goriiniir. Qaz ixracindan slava, iran Omanin MTQ
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terminallarinin imkanlarindan istifads edarsk, 6z gazini mayelasdirmak
onu regional va beynalxalq bazarlarda satmaqg niyystindadir. Qazin i
hissasi Omanin daxili istehlaki Gc¢iin sarf edilacek va yerds galan hacm
Omanin Surda yerlasan MTQ terminallari vasitasila mayelasdirilmis gaa
konvertasiya edilacak. 10-cu cadvalds gdstarilan o6lkslarin heg birin;
gaz nagl etmak Ucln lazimi infrastrukturun olmamasina baxmayaraq
onlar Irana cografi baximdan yaxin masafada yerlasirlar ve qisa bon
kemarlarinin ¢akilmasi bdyik maliyys yukina gstirib ¢ixarmayacaq. ot
¢coxu 200 km uzunluqda olan bir boru kamari alici 6lkslars ¢atmaq Ugu
kifayat edardi. Bu regional bazarlar uzaq Avropa bazarlarina nisbatan ticar
nogteyi-nazardan daha yararli gérundr.

Iranin basqga bir iddiali plani Avropaya mumkin gaz ixracidir. Qazit
asas manbayi kimi Canubi Pars yatagindan Avropaya catdiriimasi va bon
kamari Gc¢iin lazimi infrastrukturu olmamasi iqgtisadi noqteyi-nazards;
MTQ-nin ixrac edilmasi secimindan daha az yararh gorunir. Faktik
olarag, Iranin modvcud infrastrukturu ¢arcivasinds boru kamarlarinir
texniki gostaricilarinin lazimi saviyyads olmamasi Avropaya ixrac yolundc
asas maneadir. iran-Tirkiys sarhadina gedsan yegans boru kemari gazi
Tiirkiyaya ixrac edan iran Qaz Kamari I-dir (IGAT 1). Bu boru kamarinin
maksimal guict gins 32-46 milyon kubmetr va ya ilds 11-16 milyard
kubmetr taskil edir. Hazirda kamar vasitasila Tirkiyays ilds maksimum
10 milyard kubmetradsk gaz (2016-ci ilds 7.7 mkm) ixrac edilir va slava
hacmda gaz ixraci Ugln cizi tutum galir.

1863 km uzunlugunda olan 56 diyimlik IGAT 9 boru kemari Bssluyadan
sarhad sahari olan Bazargana qadasr uzanmagla, Avropaya Csanubi Pan
yatagindan gaz nagl etmak Uglin nazerds tutulmusdur. Tikinti isleri hals
baslamayib, lakin kemarin 23% -nin iran, 77% -nin isa layihanin Tirkiyali
torafdaslari terafinden insa edilacayi razilasdirilib. Kamarin maksimal
guci ilde 35 milyard kubmetr taskil edir. Bu, Canubi Pars yataginin 22-
24-ci marhalslerinin islanilmasini ehtiva edan bir sazis cargivasinds
razilasdinilmisdi. Yatagin islenilmasi va daxili bazara catdiriima Tirkiys
sirkati olan TPAO tarafindan hayata kecirilmali idi. Bu boru kamari talabai
artimi naticasinds yaranan boslugu aradan galdirmaq t¢iin Tirkmanistanda:
gaz idxal edan Simali irani da tamin eds bilardi. Bununla bels, kamarinir
tikintisi beynalxalq sanksiyalarin tatbigi naticesinds dayandirildi.

Taqribi daysri 5 milyard dollardan artiqg olan IGAT 9 boru kamarinin
maliyyalasdirilmasi ila bagl bir cox suallar ortaya ¢ixmisdir. iran va
Tirkiyanin Suriya masalasine baxislarinda mévcud olan fargler va iran
gazinin giymati atrafinda uzun middat davam edsn mibahisani nazara
aldigda, Tirkiysnin irana bir nega milyard dollar investisiya yatirmaga
hazir olacag ehtimali cox azdir. Bununla yanasi, iran gaz ticarati ila bagh
mizakirs masasinda va ya siyasi masalalerda Turkiyaya bels bir tazyiq
vasitasi vermakla onun mévgeyini giiclandirmakds maragli deyildir.

Eyni zamanda, har hansi bir Avropa ddvlstinin va ya enerji sirkstinin
Tirkiya vasitasila Avropaya gaz nagl etmak dtglin milyardlarla dollar
investisiya yatirmagla iran srazisinda IGAT 9 boru kamarinin tikintisinda
maragll olacagl da ¢ox zaif ehtimaldir. Qiymatlarin asadi oldugu cari
mahiti nazara aldiqda, bu, iqgtisadi cshatden mantigli gsrar olmazdi.
Bununla yanasl, hamin gaz “$ahdaniz Marhals 2” layihasinin gazim
Avropaya dasimaq Uc¢lin nazards tutulan Trans-Anadolu gaz boru kameari
(TANAP) vasitasila nagl edilacek. Kamarin reallasdiriimasi tassbbisu
va maliyyalasdirilmasinin 58%-i Azarbaycanin, 42%-i iss BP va Botas
da daxil olmagla Azarbaycanin tarsfdaslarinin payina disur. Turkiya ils
yanagsl, ham Azarbaycan, ham da iran tarafi TANAP vasitasila iran gazinin
garb istigamatinds naglinda maraqli olduglarini bildiriblar."6 TANAP
vasitasile Turkiyanin sarq serhadindan garb sarhadina gadar olan dasinma
xarci gazin har 1000 kubmetr tGc¢lin km/107 ABS dollaridirtt’. Bu, gazin
giymatina xeyli migdarda xarcler slave edacak va iranda boru kemarinin

ingasi bir nega il ¢cokacak.
MTQ ixraci

1990-ci illards iran MTQ istehsali va ixraci ila bagl ingilabdan sonraki
tasebbiistini barpa etdi. O, lazimi qurgularin tikintisi tG¢ilin asas beynalxalq
MTQ amaliyyatcilari ila danisiglara basladi. Csnubi Parsin  11-14-cii
marhalalarindan qaz ixrac etmak maqsadils bir nece MTQ layihassina start
verildi, lakin onlar irana tatbiq edilan sanksiyalar uchatindan reallasdiriimadi.

M6 SOCAR says no talks on commercial supplies of Iran gas via TANAP, Trend, http.ZZen.trend.azZbusinessZ
gnergyZ2477692.html
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Bu layihalar iran LNG, Pars LNG, Fars LNG, Golshan LNG, Lavan LNG
Simali Pars LNG va Qasm LNG layihalsridir (Cadval 10).

Cadval 10: iranin planlasdirdigi MTQ layihalari

Seh.mdar. Guci, milyard

layihalerin adi kubmetr/il; ton

iran LNG Muagavila: NIGE(_2-49%, NIOC Pension Fund Co.- 15 1

50%, NIOC Pension Investment Fund Co.-1% !

Pars LNG Miigavila: NIOC-50%, Total-40%, Petronas-10% 14; 10

Fars LNG Miigavila: NIGEC-50%, Shell-25%, Repsol-25% 22; 16.2

Golshan LNG Anlasma memorandumu: N1OC va SKS Venture 14; 10

Lavan LNG Anlasma memorandumu:NIOC ve PIGNIG 3-4; 2-3

Simali Pars LNG  Anlasma memorandumu: NIOC va CNOOC 28; 20

Qasm LNG Miigavila: NIOC va Australian LNG Ltd 4-5; 3-3.5

) ) 100-102 mlrd.

Umumi kubmetr; 72.2-
73.5 ton

Manba: Mdusllifin topladigr malumatlar

Hal-hazirda sanksiyalarin galdirildigi bir vaxtda iran bu layihalari xaric
investisiyalar voa MTQ sahasinds faaliyyat gostaran aparici beynalxalc
sirkatlarin kdmayi ils yenidan barpa etmak niyyatindadir.1i§ ©n iralids olar
MTQ layihasi tikilmakda olan va hazirda 50%-i insa edilmis iran LNG-dir
Layiha ¢argivesinda saxlama ¢anleri tikilmis, liman qurgulari hazirlanmis v;
Tombak limaninda gazla islayan bitisik elektrik stansiyasinda smaliyyatla’
baslamisdir.lld NIGEC xarici investisiya va texnologiya calb etmak magsadik’
hazirda iran LNG-da va digar MTQ layihalarinda olan sshminin bir hissasin
satmaq Ggiin tacriibali MTQ amaliyyat sirkatlari ils danisiglar apanr. Olk'
ham da Fars koérfazindaki daniz yataglarindan ssmt gazinin monetizasiyas
Gclin 800 min. -1 milyard dollar daysrinda tizen MTQ istehsal qurgularini’
tikintisinds maraqgli ola bilacak sirkatlarin axtansindadirl.

Yeni terafdaslarin calb edilmasi va MTQ qurgularinin insasi an azi 4-;

118 Iran firing up first LNG project, PressTV, http://www.presstv.com/Detail/2016/01/17/446124/Iran-gas-LV
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il cokacak. Avstraliya va ABS-1n nahang ehtiyatlarla sabskays gosulmasi,
elaca da ananavi Asiya MTQ bazarlarinda (Yaponiya, Koreya, Tayvan) va
Cinda perspektivin zaiflamasi sababindan Beynalxalg MTQ bazarinda taklif
getdikca artmaqdadir. Ola bilsin, iran hamginin Qarbi Afrika ve Kanada
da daxil olmagla, yeni potensial MTQ ixracat¢ilari ils ragabast aparmali
olacaq. Orta middatli perspektivda iranin miimkin MTQ ixrac imkanlari
ilo bagli ortaya ¢ixan sual MTQ taklifinin haddan artighginin 2020-ci ildan
sonra da davam edacayi barads Gmumi fikir oldugu seraitda bazarin iran
MTQ-sinin goxunu “hazm” eda bilib-bilmayacsyindan ibaratdir.

Natica

Beynalxalq birlikla niive programi ila bagli barisiq alds etdikdan
sonra dinyanin ikinci an bdyuk tabii gaz ehtiyatlarina sahib olan ve hal-
hazirda 79 milyon shaliys malik iran diinya bazarina gayidir. Prezident
Hasan Ruhaninin 17 yanvar 2016-ci il tarixinda sanksiyalarin lagvindan
darhal sonra yazdi§i tvitda geyd etdiyi kimi, «iran iqtisadiyyatinin ayaglan
sanksiyalarin zancirlarindan azaddir, indi iss qurmaq ve inkisaf etmak
vaxtidir."l2l Bu, hazirki hékumatin ve prezident Ruhaninin 6lkanin zangin
enerji ehtiyatlarini beynslxalq investisiya ve gabaqcil texnologiyalarin
tatbigi Ggln dinya enerji nshanglarinin istifadasina vermak niyysatini
niimayis etdirir. Prezident Ruhaninin pragmatik movgeyi 2016-ci ilin
fevral ayinda iranda kegirilmis 14-cii parlament va 5-ci Ekspertlar Surasi
seckilarindan sonra guclandi va bu, islahatcilar Gglin misbat hal kimi
giymatlandirils bilar. Bela bir vaziyyast lkays miihafizekarlarin gsti sakilds
aleyhina ¢ixdi§r iran neft migavilalarini rasmi olaraq taqdim etmak (igiin
bir sans verir.

iran ambisiyali sakilda 2020-ci ils gadar hazirda 174,5 milyard kubmetr
olan gaz hasilatini iki dsfs artirarag, taxminan 390 milyard kubmetrs
catdirmagi planlasdirir. Bu, bir sira sabablarden, asassn ds maliyys
catismazligi ssbsbindan ¢ox ¢atin bir hadsf kimi goriniir. Beynalxalq
investisiyalarin calb edilmasi bir cox faktorlardan asili olacaq va iranin
xarici faktorlardan (masalan, asagi giymat muihiti) slave, 6lkanin ylksak

121 Airbus plan heralds Iran boom after sanctions lifted, Reuters, http://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-nuclear-
economy-idUSKCNOUVO0GB
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siyasi risk dorocasi, hiiquqi qeyri-miioyyonlik, alverissiz inzibati v
biirokratik angallor kimi daxili amillori aradan galdirmasi lazimdir.

Uzunmiiddatli perspektivds iran 6z qaz hasilatim shomiyyatli daracad:
artira bilor. Bununla bela bu, miitloq sokilds iranin 6z qaz ixrac potensialin
boru kemorlari vasitasilo regional bazarlara va MTQ vasitasilo diiny:
bazarina ¢ixaracagi monasma golmir. Oniimiizdoki illords franin qaz
hasilatinin xeyli dorocads va daha siiratli bir sokilda (2015-ci ildo 174,3
milyard kubmetrdan 2020-ci ilo gadar toxminan 250 milyard kubmetradak)
artacagr qagilmazdir. Tolobatin koskin sokildo artmasi iqgtisadiyyatin
maisat, elektrik enerjisi istehsali, neft (yataglara qazin vurulmasi) va neft-
kimya sonayesi do daxil olmagla, demak olar ki biitiin saholarinda geyda
allqacaq. Bu talobatin 6donilmasi iigiin istehsal siiratlo artmalidr.

Istehsal edilon qazin boyiik bir hissasi daxili istehlaka sorf edilocoyi
igiin qisa vo orta miiddatli perspektivdo iramin gaz ixracinin hacmi
mohdudlagdirilacaq. Bu bizi iran qaz sonayesinin inkisafi vo tobii qaz
ixracinin regional bazar iigiin miiayyanedici faktor olmayacag gonaatina
gotirib ¢ixarir. franin beynalxalq investisiyalarin goyulusuna bagh olan
potensial qaz ixraci orta miiddatli perspektivde 30 milyard kubmetrdon
artiq olmayacagq.

Bununla belo iran emal olunmus hazir mohsullarnin ixracini
ohamiyyatli doracads artira bilar. Olkenin ali dini rohbari ©li Xameneyi
2014-cii ildo «igtisadi Miiqavimat» adli sonadde neft galirlorindan
asiliigin azaldilmasina dair planlan tosdiq etmisdir. Bu, élka daxilinda
emal edilmis xammalin ixracin1 da shata edacok vo 6z ndvbasinda nefi-
kimya mohsullar va elektrik enerjisi kimi alava dayar yaradan mohsullarin
istehsalimi va ixracini artiracaq.

Belaliklo, daxili bazarda tabii qaz istehlak: artacag, eyni zamanda iqtisadi
cohatdon xammal ixracina nisbaton daha sarfali olan hazir mohsullarin
ixrac1 yiiksolocok. Tabii qazin neft-kimya mohsullari va elektrik enerjisi
kimi olave dayar yaradan mohsullara gevrilmasi franin enerji siyasatinin an
miihiim komponentlorindan biri olacaq.
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Xazar danizinda Azarbaycan va iran iiciin
amakdasliq imkanlari

Azad Qoribov'?

Azarbaycan 6z torpaqglarinda 30.000 vatondaginin itkisi va suveren
arazilarinin iggali ilo naticalonmis daxili miinagisodon aziyyat ¢akan bir
olkadir. Mohz buna goro Azarbaycan regional miinaqigolorin gotirdiyi
falakatlordon agah oldugu ii¢iin daim istar regionda, istorsa do diinyada,
xiisusan qongu dlkalards yeni miinaqigo ocaqlarimin yaranmasinin gati
aleyhdar1 olmugdur. Buna uygun olaraq, rosmi Baki he¢ zaman qongu
irana gars: totbiq edilon igtisadi sanksiyalari dostoklomamis vo miixtolif
beynalxalq platformalarda “niivo masalasina™ gora artan gorginliya qgars
gixmugdir. 2015-ci ilin 14 iyul tarixinds 5+1 grupu ilo iran arasinda
imzalanan niiva razilasmasi va sanksiyalarin aradan gotiiriilmasi Bakida
miisbat dayisiklik olaraq gobul edildi. Azarbaycan bu miigaviloni Avrasiya
materikinda regional amokdagligin daha da giiclondirilmasi {i¢iin bir fiirsat
kimi qarsiladi. Sanksiyalarin aradan gotiiriilmasindan sonra iran da 6z
ndvbasinda qonsu dlkalarla, o ciimlodan, Azarbaycanla amokdaghigin daha
da darinlogdirilmasi {igiin addimlar atmaga bagladi.

Niivo razilasmasinin  aldo olunmasindan qisa miiddat
Azarbaycan va Iran arasinda yiiksok saviyyali dovlat rasmilarinin soforlori
intensivlosmaya basladi. Bu tendensiya Azorbaycan prezidenti ilham
Bliyevin 23 fevral 2016-c1 ilda irana rosmi safari zamani miixtalif saholorda
garsihqli amakdaghiga dair 11 sonadin imzalanmas: ilo daha da giiclondi.
Safar gedisinda taroflor arasinda Simal-Canub dohlizi barads alds olunan
razilasma ham yerli, hom ds beynolxalqg medianin maragini calb etdi.
Bundan sonra har iki 6lka basg¢is1 garsiligh olaraq daha iki rosmi safor da
hayata kegirdilor, Bunlardan birincisi 2016-c1 ilin 7-8 avqust tarixlorinda
prezident Hason Ruhaninin Azarbaycan-iran-Rusiya dovlot basgilarinin
Baki goriistinda istirak magsadilo etdiyi rasmi sofar idi. Bu saofor zamam
Azarbaycan va Iran arasinda 6 yeni amokdagliq sonadi imzalandi. Son
olaraq iso Prezident ilham Sliyev 6z iranli hamkari ila 2017-ci ilin mart
122 Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Prezidenti yantnda Strateji Aragdirmalar Morkozinin apanics elmi isgisi, azad,
garibov(@gmail.com
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ayimin 5-ds Tehranda goériserak, daha 2 yeni amakdaslig ssnadi dah
imzaladi123. Son imzalanan sanadlar iki Olka arasinda geyri-leqal maliyy
amaliyyatlarina garsi amakdasliq, habels damiryolu xatlarinin inkisafi ils
bagl idi. Goriis zamani miizakira olunan amakdasliq sahalari arasinda iran
va Azarbaycanin Xazar danizindaki isbirliyindan da bahs edilirdi.

Xazar danizi har zaman Azarbaycan-iran ikitarafli miinasibatlarinda
xususi rol oynamisdir. ©slinds 6lkalararasi amakdasliq Xazar danizinda hec
vaxt yuksak saviyyays ¢catmamisdir. Buna asas sabab ise Xazar danizinir.
hiqugi statusu masalasinin hala da hall edilmamis olarag galmasidir. Buna
baxmayarag, son illar Azarbaycan va Iran miinasibatlarinin siiratls inkisafi
0z ndvbasinda Xazar danizinds da smakdashigin gliclendirilmasi (giin yeni
imkanlar yaradir. Bu maqalads Azarbaycan va iranin Xazar danizindaki
amakdashiginin iki 6lke arasindaki Gmumi miinasibatlare nece uygun
olmasindan bahs edilir, hamg¢inin mizakirs olunan masslalar, indiyadak
alds olunmus nailiyyatlar va Xazar danizinda amakdashgin perspektiviari
nazardsn kegirilir.

Yuksak saviyysli goruslar ve Xazar danizinds smakdasliq

Xazar danizinds amakdashda dair ilk addimlar aslinds irana garsi
beynalxalg sanksiyalarin lagvindan daha ©nce atilmisdi. Bu istigamatds
mimkiin amakdashga ilk isara 2014-cii ilds isvegranin Davos ssharinds
kecirilan Diinya igtisadi Forumunda iran dévlat bascisi Hasan Ruhaninin 6z
azarbaycanl hamkari Prezident ilham Sliyevls goriisii zamani edilmisdi. iran
prezidenti har iki 6lkanin ortaq xtisusiyyatlarinin mévcudlugunu ve buna gora
da inkisaf etmis Azarbaycanin iran iiciin cox vacib oldugunu vurgulamisdi
iranin SHANA xabar agentliyinin verdiyi xabara géra, prezident Ruhani goriis
zamani 0z Olkasinin Azarbaycanla enerji sahasinda amakdash§in daha da
darinlasdirilmasinda maragl oldugunu va neft, gaz ve neft-kimya sahasindaki
tacrlbasini 6z simal gonsusu ile bélismays hazirhgim bildirmisdi.l¢ Bu
sebabdan iran enerji sahasindaki tacriibasini xiisusan da gaz-neft kimya emali
tacrubalarini Azarbaycanla bolismaya hazirdir.

123 President.az (05 March 2017) Azerbaijan, Iran signed documents, http://en.president.az/articles/23005
124 Iran Ready to Help Azeri Energy Sector, https://www.Ingworldnews.com/iran-ready-to-help-azeri-energy

sector/(27 January 2014)

Qarb olkalari ils niva razilasmasinin imzalanmasindan dasrhal sonra
iran rasmilari 6z azarbaycanl hamkarlarini bu 6lkaya safara davat edarak,
postsanksiya doévrinds muxtslif sahalards galacak amakdasliq yollarini
miizakira etdiler. 2015-ci ilin avqust ayinda Azarbaycanin igtisadi inkisaf
naziri Sahin Mustafayevin basciliq etdiyi nimayanda heyati iranda rasmi
soferds oldu. NUmaysnds heystinin tarkibina Ddvlst Neft Sirkatinin,
Respublika Markazi Bankinin, Rabitse va Yiksak Texnologiyalar
Nazirliyinin, Azarenerji ASC-nin, Azarbaycan Damiryollari QSC-nin,
Xazar Daniz Gamigiliyinin, Alternativ va Barpa edils bilan enerji zra
doévlat agentliyinin niimayandalari va mixtslif sahalardsn olan is adamlari
daxil idilar.

Prezident ilham Sliyevin 2016-ci ilin fevral ayinda Tehrana rasmi
safari zamani prezident Hasan Ruhani bayan etdi ki, Azarbaycanin dovlst
bascisinin rasmi safarinin niiva razilasmasinin slds olunmasindan sonra bas
tutmasi ¢ox vacibdir, ¢unki yeni sarait har iki 6lka garsisinda amakdasliq
Uctin yeni imkanlar acir. Safar gedisinds 6lka rahbarlari nagliyyat, enerji,
bank sektoru va elmi-texniki sahalara aid amakdasliqg imkanlarini mizakirs
etdiler. Muzakiralarda Xazar danizinda smakdasliqg mévzusuna, o cimladan,
Xazarin enerji ehtiyatlarinin dyranilmasi Uzra birgs layihalarin hayata
kecirilmasi, habels Xazarda sarnisin va yuk dasimalarinin genislendirilmasi
kimi masslalera boyiik diggst ayrildi.> Goériusdan sonra prezidentlarin
kegirdiyi birgs matbuat konfransi zamani ilham 8liyev vurguladi ki, “biz
Xazar danizinds neft va qaz yataqglarinin birgs istismari masslasini mizakira
etdik va yaxs! naticalar gozlayirik. Xazar danizi bizim dmumi sarvatimizdir
va slilh, amakdasliq va tahlikasizlik danizi olaraq galmahdir’.12

Prezident Hassn Ruhaninin 2016-ci ilin avqust ayinda Azarbaycana
safari zamani bir gox diger movzularla yanasi, “Xazar danizina aid
masalalar de genis mizakira olunmusdur”.l2l Tefarriiatlari aciglanmasa
da, ilham Sliyev “miizakira olunan masalslarda fikir ayrihgr olmadigini”
bayan etmisdir.18 Oz névbasinds Ruhani geyd etmisdir ki, Azarbaycan va

125 President.az (23 February 2016) Statement by Azerbaijani and Iranian presidents for the public, hltp://president.

az/mobile/articles/17872
126 President.az (23 February 2016) Presidents of Azerbaijan and Iran made statements for the press, http:/

en.presidentaz/articles/1 7856
127 President.az (07 August 2016) Azerbaijani and Iranian presidents made statements for the press, http:/
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128  Ibid
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iran da daxil olmagla, biitiin sahil dévlatlari ticiin Xazar danizi siilh, dostlug
va sabitlik danizidir. O, alava etmisdir ki, prezidentlar Xazar dsnizinda nefi
va gaz sahasi da daxil olmagla, birge amakdashdin genislendirilmasi Ggln
saylari artirmaq barads raziliga galmisler.

Xazar danizinin hiiqugi statusu va Azarbaycan-iran smakdashgi

Xazar danizinds Azarbaycan-iran  amakdashginin daha da
genislanacayina tmid yaradan magamlardan biri da sahil dévlatlsri arasinda
Xazarin hlquqgi statusu probleminin halli yolunda danisiglarin aktiv
sokilda apariimasidir. Hagigatan, hazirda bes Xazaryani élkanin - iran.
Rusiya, Azarbaycan, Turkmanistan va Qazaxistanin movgelsri bir-birina
he¢ vaxt olmadigi gadar yaxindir va bu, yaxin zamanda Xazarin hiiquqi
statusunu miiayyanlasdiran konvensiyanin imzalanacagina dair imidlari
artirir. 2016-ci ilin iyul ayinda Xazaryani 6lkslarin xarici islar nazirlarinin
Astanada kecirilan 6-c1 toplantisinda garara alinmisdir ki, ndvbasti Astana
sammitina gadar konvensiyanin ilkin versiyasi hazirlansin. 2017-ci ilin
yanvar ayinda Xazarin hiqugi statusunun miayyan edilmasi (zrs isgi
grupun Baki toplantisi zamani verilan malumata gora, Xazarin hiquqi
statusu artiq dévlat bascilarinin névbsti sammiti zamani hall edils bilar.
Azarbaycan Respublikasi Xarici isler Nazirinin miiavini Xalaf Xalafov
Xazarin hiiquqgi statusu ile bagh razilasmaya dogru shamiyystli teraqgi
alda olundugunu geyd edarak, bildirmisdir ki, “Xazarin hiiquqi statusu il
bagl konvensiya layihasi tizarinda béyiik islar goriiliib”.129 iran Xarici islar
nazirinin Asiya-Sakit okeani regionu tizra muavini ibrahim Rshimpur is
Xazarin hiqugi statusu masslasi Gzarinds gedan muzakirslarin “oldugca
murakkab texniki islerdan” ibarat oldujunu sdylamis ve bu masalays
dair razilasmanin yaxin vaxtlarda slde olunacagina midvar oldugunu
bildirmisdir. iranli diplomat denizin hiiqugi statusu masalasinin bazi
aspektlarinin hala da konkretlasdirilmaya ehtiyaci oldugunu vurdulayarag.
toraflarin son razilasmaya addim-addim yaxinlasdigini geyd etmisdir.l'0

129 Amina Nazarli, Next Caspian States summit can determine sea’s legal status, https://www.azemews.az

nation/108005.html(25 January 2017)
130 FarhadDaneshvar, Iran: Caspian’s legal status - complex technical talks, https://en.trend.az/iran/politics/2713354

html(26 January 2017)

Enerji sahasinds amakdasliq

Neft va gaz yataglarinda birga kasfiyyat isleri va svop razilasmalari
asasinda iran va Azarbaycanin enerji ehtiyatlarinin ixraci Xazar danizinds
iran-Azarbaycan amakdashiginin daha bir perspektivli sahasini taskil
edir. Azarbaycan regionun an gadim neft istehsalgisi, xisussn dsnizdsn
neft ¢cixarilmasi sahasinds boyik tacribsys malik olmagla yanasi, Xazar
hdvzasinds yerlasan yataglarin istismari Oc¢ln mduasir infrastruktura
malikdir. Bu infrastruktur iran sirkatlari da daxil olmagla, miixtalif xarici
neft sirkatlari ila birge amakdasliq sayssinda yaradilmisdir. Belslikls,
artiq iki 6lkanin Xazar danizinds ugurlu amakdasliq niimunasinin mévcud
oldugunu sdylamak olar. iran Milli Neft Sirkati (NIOC) yaxin bir nega ilda
Avropaya gaz ixracinin alternativ manbayi olacaq nshang Sahdaniz gaz
yataginin istismari Uizre coxmilyardliq layihada 10%-lik paya malikdir.

iran diinyanin an boyiik enerji istehsalgilarindan biri olmagla yanast,
Xazar danizinds istifada edilmamis zangin karbohidrogen ehtiyatlarina
malik bir 6lkadir. 2010-cu ilin avvallarinds iran Xazar danizinds yeni
yataglar kasf etdiyini bildirss ds, o ddvrde mdvcud olan beynslixalq
sanksiyalar irana hamin yataglarin istismari ticiin maliyya va texnoloji
taminati sldsetmaysimkan vermamisdi. Sanksiyalarin aradan galxmasindan
sonra iran yataglarda gazinti islarini barpa etmak niyyatindadir va bununla
bagl Azarbaycanla danisiglar aparir. Azarbaycanin iqtisadi inkisaf naziri
Sahin Mustafayev 2015-ci il avqust ayinin 6-da iranin Neft naziri Bijen
Zangana ile Tehranda kecirdiyi goris zamani iki 6lka arasinda enerji
sahasinds amakdaghgin perspektivlsrini miizakirs etmisdi. iran Neft
nazirinin beynalxalq slagalar Gzra muavini ®mir Hiseyn Zamani-Niyanin
dediyina gors, iki 6lkanin rasmilari neft avadanliglarinin istehsali Uzrs
sanaye sahasinda amakdashgin genislendirilmasi, neftin svop edilmasi va
tabii gaz ixracina dair mizakiralar aparmisdilar.3l Nazir Bijan Zangananin
sozlerina gora, neft iranin Xazar sahilindaki Neka limanindan boru kamari
vasitasila (giinlik 500.000 barel tutumu olan) Tehran neftayirma zavoduna
dasina bilar. “Bunun miigabilinds Azarbaycan iranin canub sarhadlarinda
neft alds eds bilar” - deya nazir bildirmisdir. O, slava etmisdir ki,

131 Tehran, Baku Discuss Expansion of Energy Ties, http://www.shana.ir/en/newsagency/245063/Tehran-Baku-
Discuss-Expansion-of-Energy-Ties(04 August 2015)
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sanksiyalarin lagvindan sonra bununla bagli sazis imzalamaq ve i
istigamatda isa baslamaq mimkindur.13

23 fevral 2016-ci ilda Prezident ilham Sliyevin irana resmi safan
cargivasinds Azarbaycan Dovlst Neft Sirksti (SOCAR) iran Milli Neii
Sirkati va “Qadir” investisiya sirksti ils iki anlasma memorandumu
imzalamisdir.133 Bu masals iranin Rabits va informasiya Texnologiyalar
naziri Mahmud Vaezinin 2016-ci ilin aprel ayinda Bakiya rasmi safar
zamani yenidan muzakire edilmisdir. iranli nazir Azarbaycanin iqtisad
Inkisaf naziri Sahin Mustafayevls gorisii zamani neft giymatlarinin asag?
dismasina baxmayarag, bu sahade amakdashigin dasrinlasdirilmasinin
vacib oldugunu bildirmisdir.134

Xazar danizinds ganunsuz faaliyyatle mibarizs ve ekoloji risklar

Azarbaycan ils iran arasinda Xazar danizinda amakdasligla bagh
ikitarafli sazislar cox olmasa da, Xazaryani Olkalar arasinda amakdasliga
dair bir nega coxtarafli mugavila imzalanmisdir. Bu migavilalar asasen
Xazar denizinds gagagmalcgiliga ve insan alverina, terrorizma, silah ve
narkotik maddslarin ganunsuz ddévriyyasina, deniz quldurluguna va
ekosistemin pozulmasina garsi birgs mubarizs sahslsrini shats edir. 2012-
ci ilda Xazaryani 6lkalar daniz hévzasini neft tullantilarindan gorumagq,
habelsa danizin va atraf torpaglarin c¢irklanmasina garsi mubarizani
koordinasiya edan protokol imzalamislari3.

Belalikla, iran ila Azarbaycan digar
baxmayaraqg, ekoloji tahlikasizlik sahasinda daim smakdasliq etmislar
Buna gore teacclblii deyil ki, Xazaryani odlkslar arasinda danizle bagl
ilk hiqugi senad - Xazarin daniz mihitinin gorunmasina dair ¢argiva
Konvensiyasi 2003-cu ilda Tehranda imzalanmisdi. Bu sanadi ratifikasiya
etmakla batin istirakgl 6lkslar davamli inkisaf yolu ils getmays va bi
zaman ekoloji risklari nazers almaga hazir olduglarini bayan etdilar

masalalardaki ixtilaflara

132 Gulgiz Dadashova, Tehran ready to supply Azerbaijani oil to Persian Gulf, https://www.azemews.az/oil_and
gas/86334.html(04 August 2015)

133 Aynur Karimova, Iran ready for energy cooperation with Azerbaijan in Caspian Sea, https://www.azemcu>-a
business/95588.html (22 April 2016)

134 Ibid

135 Oil and Gas Journal, Iran Yields To Russia In Talks Over Caspian Resources, http://www.ogj.com/artit.ks pTr-
volume-113/issue-2/general-interest/iran-yields-to-russia-in-talks-over-caspian-resources.html (02 February -

2006-c1 ilda glivvaya minan bu Konvensiya Xazar danizi regionunda atraf
mihitin gorunmasi va davamli inkisafin imumi talablarini va institusional
mexanizmini aks etdiran hartarafli idaracilik strukturu kimi ¢ixis edir.136

Konvensiyanin daimi katibliyinin yaradilmasi sanadin VI bandinda
0z oaksini tapmisdir. Konvensiya istirak¢ilarinin 2007-ci ilda kegirilan
ilk iclasinda onlar daimi katiblik yaranana gadar BMT-nin Ekologiya
Programindan (UNEP) mivaqgati olaraq katiblik funksiyasini yerina
yetirmayi xahis etmisdiler. Xazaryani dovlstlerin 2014-cl ilds Asgabadda
kecirilon besinci konfransinda iss miuqgavile teraflari yeni yaradilacaq
daimi Kkatibliyin ilk olaraq Azarbaycanin paytaxti Bakida yerlasmasini va
daha sonra dord illik névba ils digar 6lkalare ke¢cmasini garara aldilar.137
2016-c1 ilda Prezident Hasen Ruhani Bakiya rasmi safari zamani gapali
su hdvzasi olan Xazards girklanmanin bdyuk fasadlara yol aga bilacayini
vurgulayarag, Konvensiya Kkatibliyinin Bakida yerlesmasinin Iran
tarafindan tam sakilda dastaklandiyini bildirmisdir.138

Belalikla, Azarbaycan va iran niimayandalarinin, demak olar, har bir
gorisiinds ekologiya masslalari gundsliyin bir hissasini tagkil edir va
taraflar bu sahada amakdashgi darinlasdirmaya hazir olduglarini bildirirlar.
iki 6lka bascisinin 5 mart 2017-ci ilds bas tutan gérisiinds ds Xazarda
atraf mihitin gorunmasi masalasina toxunulmusdur. Prezident Ruhani bir
daha bayan etmisdir ki, Xazarin ekologiyasi ham Azarbaycan, ham da iran

Uciin birinci daracali ahamiyyst kasb edir.13)
©makdashdin sonraki inkisafi G¢ln na edils bilar?

Xazar danizinda ssmarali smakdaslig Gigiin méhkam zamin yarandigi bir
vaxtda meydana ¢ixan sual budur ki, onun galacekda daha da inkisafi t¢iin
hansi addimlar atila bilar? Samarali amakdasliq i¢iin hansi sahslsra daha
cox diggat ayrilmalidir? Qeyd etmak lazimdir ki, har iki dlka rahbarliyi
qgarsiligh amakdashigin daha darinlasdirilmasi Ugun kifayst gadar siyasi

irada niimayis etdirir.

136 The Caspian Sea Region, http://www.tehranconvention.org/

137 Secretariat, http://www.tehranconvention.org/spip.php7article6

138 Statement by Azerbaijani and Iranian presidents for the public, http://president.az/artides/20764 (07 August 2016)
139 Statement by Azerbaijani and Iranian presidents for the public, http://president.az/articles/23006 (05 March 2017)
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Har seydan dnce, Xazarde amakdashdl daha da darinlesdirmak g1
onun hlquqi statusu masalasi hartarafli va gati razilasma asasinda hall
olunmalidir. Xazarin hiiqugi statusu masalasi SSRI-nin siiqutundan bar
Olkalar arasinda fikir ayriliglarina ssbab olan va hallini tapmayan massladir.
Bels bir imumi razilasma olmadan Xazar regionunda garginliyin artma
tahlikasi hamisa galacaqdir, bu da amakdaslig saylarina mane ola bilar.
Son illarda regional amakdasligin intensivlasmasi va garsiligh miizakiralar
Xazarin huquqi statusu ils bagli masalanin yaxin zamanda hall edilacayina
dair optimist distncalar dogurur. Bels bir razilasmanin olmamasi va Xazar
danizinda serhadlarin geyri-muayyan olaraq galmasi har bir 6lkani 6z
daniz qivvalarini giclandirmayas sévq edir, bu da 2010-cu ildan bari Xazar
danizinds silahlanmanin artmasina sabab olmusdur. ®makdashgin inkisafi
va hliqugi statusla bagl mubahisanin halli sahil 6lkalarins, o cuimladan.
Iran va Azarbaycana Xazarda silahlanmanin qarsisini almagq imkani
veracakdir, bu da onu hami Uglin tahliikasiz makana ¢eviracakdir. Sabitlik
va tahlikasizlik iss amakdasliq tg¢lin daha genis imkanlar demakdir.

Ekoloji tshliikssizlik ve atraf mihitin mihafizesi masalasi iran-
Azarbaycan smakdashgini genislendirmak tciin daha bir sahadir. Oz da
bu sahada amakdasliq butiin Xazaryani 6lkslar arasinda minasibatlarin va
amakdasligin daha da yaxsilasmasina tasir gostara bilar.

Bundan alave, Xazar danizinin sulari Azarbaycan ve iran arasinda
ticarat va nagliyyat alagalarinin genislanmasina xidmat eda bilar. iki 6lks
arasinda ticarst dovriyyasi son illards intensiv sakilda artmaqgda davam
edir va har iki 6lkanin dovlst rasmilari neftin svop sévdslasmalari {iglin
denizdan nagli barada danisiglar aparmislar. Azarbaycan Slstds daniz
limaninin 1-ci fazasini artiq tam olaraq istifadays verib. Digar 2 fazanin da
istifadaya verilmasi ila bu liman Xazar danizinin an boylk limanlarindan
biri olacaqdir. iran da Xazer dosnizindaki limanlarini giiclondirmisdir.
Belslikls, artig mévcud olan infrastrukturla va daniz dasimalarinin digsr
variantlarla miigayisada ucuz oldugu nazeara alinmagla, Xazar denizi iki
Olka arasinda mallarin dasinmasi va sarnisin nagliyyati tigin mihum yol

ola biler.

Madaniyyat ve turizm sahalarinda
Azarbaycan-iran slagslari

Masiaga Mahammadilén
Orxan Bagirovi40

Madani alagalerin dinamikasi va imkanlari

islam Respublikasi arasinda

Azarbaycan Respublikasi ils iran
Bu xususilik, heg

minasibatlerdes madsni alagaler xususi yer tutur.
stibhasiz, darin tarixi sabablar va humanitar baghliglarla sartlenir. iki 6lka
arasinda ¢oxasrlik siyasi, ictimai, dini, elmi va adsabi alagsalar eyni daracads
onlarin har iksine maxsus mustarak madaniyystin formalasmasina gatirib
cixarmigdir. Hamin mustarak irs bu giin takca Azarbaycanla iran arasinda
madani sahada deyil, butévlikds an muxtslif sahalsrdas amakdasliq ugiin
etibarli biinévra rolunu oynayir.

Tasadiifi deyildir ki, har iki 6lksnin liderlari dovlstlararasi slagalarin
genislandirilmasi zarurstindan danigarkan, mahz geyd olunan madani
baglhhglara istinad edirlar. Masalan, iran islam Respublikasinin prezidenti
Hasan Ruhani 2014-cu ilin noyabrinda Azarbaycana rasmi safari zamani
etdiyi ¢ixisinda demisdir: “iran va Azarbaycan Respublikasinin xalglari iki
badanda bir ruhdurlar va mustarak madsniyyats, inanclara, dins, mazhabs
va tarixe malikdirlar. Buna gora da iki millat arasinda slagalarin inkisafi
ugiin asas tamal mdvcuddur va biz bu moéhkam tamaldan iki millstin
manafelari namins faydalanmaliyiq”.14

Azarbaycan Respublikasinin prezidenti ilham 8liyev iss 2017-ci ilin
mart ayinda Tehranda rasmi safarda olarkan, artiq geyd olunan asasda
shamiyyatli nailiyystlarin alds edildiyini vurgulamisdir: “lran-Azarbaycan
dostlug, gardashq alagalari cox ugurla va suratle inkisaf edir. Bizim
alagalerimiz gadim tarix, madaniyyat, ortaq din asasinda qurulub. Bu

140 Azerbaycan Respublikasinin Prezidenti yaninda Strateji Arasdirmalar Markazinin bas elmi isgisi, mesiaga.

Qlfnejnmedi@sam.gov.az
141 Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Prezidenti yaninda Strateji Arasdirmalar Markazinin elmi iscisi, orkhan.baghirov@

LL1-gov.az
142 " §jlAn J jliji cA. ja duljj

«alglannin alagaleri daha artiq dinamikaya layiqdir)

- http://www.oresident.ir/fa/8241 (iran ve Azsrbaycan
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mohkam tamal asasinda biz gézal amakdasliq qurmusuqg’.143

Qeyd edak ki, har iki prezidentin isars etdiyi “mdhkam tamal” (madam
mustaraklik) Azarbaycan Respublikasinin mistagil xarici siyasat yiritmak
imkanindan mahrum oldugu dévrds - SSRi-nin terkibinds oldugj
vaxtlarda da 6z tasirini gOstarmis va Azarbaycanin elm va madaniyyat
xadimlari Sovet-iran madani alagalsrinds shamiyyatli rol oynamislar. Bu
baximdan 6tan asrin 40-c1 va 60-ci illari xiisusan slamatdar olmusdur. Bela
ki, 1943-cii ilds yaradilmis “iranin SSRi ils madani alagalar camiyysati”nin
isinda Azarbaycan ziyalilari, elm, adabiyyat va incasanat xadimlari feal
istirak etmislar. 1945-ci ilin may ayinda iran madaniyyatinin Said Nafisi
va Malikusstisra Bahar kimi gérkamli tamsilcilarinin basciliq etdiyi genis
nimaysands heyati Bakiya galmis, Azarbaycan elmi va madaniyyatinin
nailiyyatlari ils yaxindan tanis olmusdular.144
~1960-ci illerin sonu-1970-ci illarin birinci yarisinda Azarbaycanin
Iranla madani va elmi-adabi alagalsrinds yeni yuksslis musahids olunmaga
basladi. Hami dévrda mashur miiganni Rasid Behbudovun irana gastrol
safarlari boyik ugurla kegmisdi; iran tamasacilari Azarbaycan musigisi
nimunslarini hararatla gqarsilamis, eyni zamanda Rasid Behbudov bir neca
Iran mahnisini 6z repertuarina daxil etmisdi. Ela hamin dovrds dinya
sohratli sargsiinas Riistam Sliyev iranda bir negs dafs elmi ezamiyystds
olmus, Iran adabiyyatinin 6lmaz nimunalarinin - Firdovsinin “$Sahnama’si
va Sadinin “Bustan”i kimi asarlarin elmi-tanqidi matnlarini Tehranda ¢ap
etdirmisdi; hamin nasrlar iran elmi-adabi ictimaiyyati tarafindan yiiksak
giymatlandirilmisdi. Rustem Sliyevin dahi sair Mahammad Hiiseyn
Sehriyarla goérismasi ve dostlugu ise Sehriyarin Azearbaycan sairlari
ilo (Mammad Rahim, Sileyman Rustam, Baxtiyar Vahabzads vs sl
adebi alagalerinin yaranmasina, eyni zamanda Sahriyar yaradicih§inin
Azarbaycanda daha genis taninmasina ssbsb olmusdu. Qeyd edsk k.
1968-ci ilds Bakida iranin bas konsullugunun agilmasi da bir név Sovet-
iran minasibatlarinds Azarbaycanin énamli yerinin tasdigi demak idi.

Belalikls, “damir parda”nin movcud oldugu illerds bels, Azarbaycanin
tranla madani ve elmi slagalari qirillmamig, balli  mahdudiyyatls
garcivasinda da olsa, inkisaf etmisdir. Azarbaycan 6z mustaqilliyini barpa

143 Azarbaycan va iran prezidentlsrinin matbuat iigiin bayanatlan. 05 mart 2017. - http://www.president.az/attiglg5"--
144 C.M.Vakilov. Azarbaycan Respublikasi va iran: 40-ci illar (madani slagaler). Baki, 1991, s. 62-63
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etdikdan sonra iss hamin alagalar bitiin istigamatlar zrs genislanmaya
va darinlasmays baslamisdir. Bu isa ilk névbads, Arazin har iki sahilinds
yasayan shalinin galbindan va ruhundan dogan bir proses idi. Tasadiifi
deyil ki, Azarbaycan xalginin Gmummilli lideri Heydar Sliyev hamin
prosesdan bahs edarkan demisdi: “iranda azsrbaycanllar coxdur. iranda
azarbaycanhlar iran vatandaslaridirlar, ancaq 6lkemizda azarbaycanlilar
mustaqil Azarbaycanin vstandaglaridir. Ona gora ds bu slagslerimiz na
gadar genislanss, bir o gadar gbzal olar. Bu slagalari insanlar bizsiz da
yaradirlar. Buna heg hokumat ds, dovlst ds lazim deyildir. Cilinki insanlar
bir-biri ile o0 gadar six tellarla baghdirlar ki, bu alagalari 6zlari yaradirlar”. 14

Humanitar va madani alagalarin genislanmasina har iki 6lkanin
ictimaiyyatinda istek o gadar gucli idi ki, mustaqilliyinin ilk illarinds
Azarbaycanin Uzlasdiyi ermani tacavizu va sosial-igtisadi catinliklar da
buna mane ola bilmirdi. Slagalarin an muixtalif sahslari shata etdiyini
gormak Ocun 1991-1993-ci illars aid bazi faktlar geyd etmak kifayatdir:

1991-ci ilin martinda iranin siyasi ve isgiizar dairalarinin, Televiziya
va Radio Verilislari Sirkstinin niimayandaslari, alimlari va din xadimlari
Bakida oldular. Qonaglar Novruz bayrami sanliklarinds istirak etdilar.

1991-ci ilin mart va dekabr aylarinda Tehranda Azarbaycan, Bakida
isa Iran kitabi sargisi kegcirildi. Sargilards 3 mina yaxin kitab niimayis
etdirildi. Yena hamin ilin may ayinda Azarbaycanin kitab nasirleri
Tehranda Ugunct va dordiuncu Beynalxalg kitab yarmarkalarinda istirak
etdiler. Naticads kitab sargilarinin mubadilasi, kitab nasri va ticarati
sahasinda sazis imzalandi. Baki, Naxgivan, Tehran va Tabriz saharlarinds
kitab magazalarinin agcilmasi nazardas tutulurdu.

1993-cl ilin sentyabr ayinda Tehranda kegirilan kukla teatrlarinin
beynalxalq festivalinda Azarbaycani Abdulla Saiq adina kukla teatri tamsil
etdi.146

Bu dovr elmi slagalarin sdratli inkisafi ils da saciyyalanir. 1991-ci
ilde Azarbaycan alimlari iranda Nizami Gancavi ve Xacu Kermaninin
yubileylari minasibatils kegirilan kongreslards istirak etdilar. 1993-ci ilin
aprel ayinda iss Bakida iran alimlarinin istiraki ils Sshriyara hasr olunmus
beynalxalg simpozium kegirildi.

145 Méhsiin Pakayin. Heyder Sliyev va iranla daimi dostluga asaslanan baxis. Baki, 2014, s. 86
146  Musa Qasimov, Mahir Abdullayev. Beynalxalq miinasibatler tarixi (XX asr. Il hissa). Baki, 1999, s. 103-104
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1993-cii ilin iyununda Heydor Oliyevin Azarbaycanda yenidan
hakimiyyato galisindon sonra iranla miinasibatlorin biitiin sahalorinds
oldugu kimi, madani alagolarda da hiiquqi bazanin yaradilmasi tamin edildi.
Bu baximdan Iranin o zamanki prezidenti Okbar Hagimi Rofsancaninin
1993-cii ilin oktyabrinda Bakiya rasmi sofari gedisinda imzalanan sanadlar
miihiim shamiyyato malik idi. Sofor zamani imzalanmis 14 sanad arasinda
madani va elmi sahalora dair agsagidaki sazislor do vard:

iran Islam Respublikasinin Madoniyyat Nazirliyi ilo Azarbaycan
Elmlor Akademiyas arasinda elm sahasinda amokdasliq haqqinda sazis:
iran Islam Respublikasi ilo Azorbaycan Respublikasi arasinda elm,
madaniyyat, iqtisadiyyat sahasindo omokdashq haqqinda sazis (Naxgivan
Muxtar Respublikasina dair); Azarbaycan Respublikasi ila ifran fslam
Respublikasi arasinda madoniyyat, elm va tohsil sahasinda amakdasliq
haqqinda qarsilight anlagma protokolu; Azarbaycan Tahsil Nazirliyi il
iran islam Respublikasinin Ali Tahsil va Madaniyyat Nazirliklori arasind
elm, tohsil va tadqiqatlar sahasinda amokdagliq hagqinda memorandum.*

Bela bir normativ-hiiquqi bazanin méveudlugu iki 6lka arasinda madan
alagalora, elaca do elm vo tohsil sahasindo amokdashiga daha sistemli
xarakter baxs etdi.

1993-cii ildo Bakida iran Madaniyyat Markazi foaliyyata basladi. Az
sonra hamin Markazin dastayi il iki 6lka arasinda madani va elmi-adabi
alaqalarin inkisafina komok maqsadilo Bakida “Nizami Gancavi” jurnal
va “Sohriyar” qazetinin nagrino start verildi. Bundan alava, Madaniyya!
Morkazi Azarbaycanin elmi vo madoni togkilatlar, tohsil miiassisalon

ilo miixtolif tadbirlor kegirir, fars dili va adobiyyatinin tadqiq va tadris
olundugu qurumlara dostok gostorir, Azarbaycanin elm, adobiyyat v
incosonat xadimlorinin franda kegirilon uygun todbirlordo istirakins
yardimgi olurdu.

Eyni zamanda Bakinin markazindaki binalarin birinda iramin “9l-Hiida"
beynalxalq nogriyyatinin kitab magazasi agildi. Homin nagriyyat hamginin
Azorbaycan oxucular arasinda genis tolobatin oldugu dini adabiyyatin
torciimasi, nagri vo satis1 ilo maggul olurdu.

Umumiyyatla, 1990-c1 illarda iran torofi madoni slagolorda din amilin2
iistiinliik verir va bunu tobii ki, ateist sovet rejimindon yenica gixms F

147 Yeno orada, s. 106
92 k

Azarbaycan comiyyatina nisbotdo 6z “yumsaq giic™iiniin elementi kimi
nazardon kegirirdi. Tosadiifi deyil ki, homin dévrda Azarbaycanla madani
slagalardoa iran Madaniyyat nazirliyino bagh xiisusi qurum — Madaniyyat
va Islami Olagolor Toskilat (Sazmane Farhang va Ertebatate Eslami)
énamli rol oynayirdi. Bela ki, 1995-ci ilda hamin tagkilat dini ehkamlarin
tobligi moagsadilo 30 ruhanini Azorbaycana gondormigdi.'* fran torafi
Azorbaycanda dini tohsillo bagh miiossisalor qurur, eyni zamanda
azarbaycanli ganclarin bu magsadlo franin dini moktab va universitetlorino
yollanmasina gorait yaradirds.

Azorbaycan dovleti kommunist rejiminin  siiqutundan
situasiyada lkanin miisalman ahalisinin dini biliklora va islami doyarlora
yiyalonmasi prosesina vo fran ruhanilorinin bu igdo istirakina anlayig
va doziimla yanagir, hotta buna gorait yaradirdi. Bu mévge 1999-cu ilin
avqustunda Heydor Oliyevin iran islam Respublikasinin $orqi Azorbaycan
ayalatinin ostandar1 Yahya Mohammadzadonin bag¢iliq etdiyi niimayonda
heyatini qobul edarkon sdylodiyi sozlordo aydin ifadasini tapmisdi: “O
vaxt man Naxgivanda da olanda Irandan din xadimlorini davat edirdim
ki, galsinlor. O vaxt halo bizim lazimi gadar din xadimlarimiz yox idi.
Azarbaycan diinyavi dévlatdir, burada din dovlotdon ayridir. Ancaq dinin
oz yerini tutmast iigiin biz son illar gox bdyiik islor gérmiigiik”.'"

Bu sozlor ohalinin dini inancina vo maariflonmasina Azarbaycan
dovlatinin qaygsi ilo yanasi, bu sahado Konstitusiyada tasbit olunmus
“qurmiz1 xatti” (diinyavilik prinsipini) do aydin gokilda oks etdirirdi.
Homin inco vo hossas moqamin bazi dairalor torafindon nozaro
alinmamasi miioyyan dévrlorda tokco madani alagalora deyil, iimuman
ikitarafli miinasibatlora monfi tasir gostormisdir. Qeyd olunan dairalor
Azarbaycanda Qorbin modoni ekspansiyasi baroda gixislar etmokla
yanasi, 6lkada dindarlara qars1 guya hansisa mohdudiyyatlorin totbigi
hagqinda fikirlor saslondirmislar. 2016-c1 ilin fevralinda iran islam
Respublikasina rosmi sofari arafasinda homin dlkonin Radio-Televiziya
Sirkatino miisahiba veran Azarbaycan prezidenti ilham Oliyev bu tipli
molumatlari sayio adlandiraraq demisdir: “Azarbaycanda tarix boyu heg

sonraki

148 96 .0 o) TAY gy eshb e e Sl oSl 335 Aaliload — sl il Sl 55 5 O eadhedd 5000 ¥ sS4 (lahs
Kulayi. iran Islam Respublikasi va Conubi Qafgazin geosiyasati. ~“Geosiyasat” jurnali, Y+)+, Ne ), 5. 13)

149 hitp:/lib,aliyev-heritage.org/az/6209921.html
-93 -


heritage.org/az/620

AZBRBAYCAN-IRAN 8MBKDASLIGI: 8SAS ISTIQAMATLAR V8 IMKANLAR

AZORBAYCAN-iRAN BMBKDASLIG!: 8SAS ISTIQRAMBTLAR V8 IMKANLAR

vaxt dini vo milli zomindo ayri-segkilik olmamigdir, forgli millatlarin,
konfessiyalarin, dini coroyanlarin niimayondoalori daim siilh, omin-
amanliq va qarsiligh anlasma soraitindo yasamuslar. Olka Konstitusiyasi
va méveud qanunvericilik vicdan vo dini etigad azadligina tam taminat
verir va giindalik hoyatda da dindarlarin faaliyyatina heg bir manegilik
toradilmir. Sovet dovriinds Azorbaycanda comi 17 mascid faaliyyat
gostarmigdir. Miistagillik illarinda dini mobadlarin, mascidlarin say1 xeyli
doracads artmigdir. Hazirda Bakida va digar yasayls maskonlarinda 2
mindoan artiq mascid méveuddur. Olkanin an boyiik mascidi olan Heydar
Moascidi monim soroncamimla dovlat vasaiti hesabina inga edilorak
dindarlarin ixtiyarina verilmisdir”.'s

Bu sozlordon sonra Azorbaycan prezidentinin 2017-ci ili islam
Hoamrayliyi elan etmasi va homin ilin may ayinda Bakida islam Hoamroyliyi
Oyunlarinin kegirilmasi hamin mévzuda Azarbaycan dovlatinin aydin
mdvqeyinin parlaq tozahiiriine g¢evrildi. Toqdiralayiq haldir ki, islam
Homroyliyi Oyunlarinda iran idmangilari da faal istirak etmis, eyni
zamanda Iran Modoniyyat Morkazi torofindon oyunlarin kegirildiy
giinlorda miixtolif madani programlar togkil olunmugdur.'!

Azorbaycan-Iran  moadani olaqolorinin tarixi baximindan Heydar
Oliyevin 2002-ci ilin may ayinda Tehrana rasmi safari zamani imzalanmis
“Azorbaycan Respublikasi ilo Iran Respublikasi arasinda dostluq v
amokdasliq miinasibatlorinin prinsiplori haqqinda” miigavilonin xiisusi
ohamiyyati olmugdur. Homin safar zamani “Azarbaycan Respublikasinin
Tohsil Nazirliyi ilo iran Islam Respublikasinin Elm, Tadgiqatlar vo
Texnologiya Nazirliyi arasinda tohsil vo todqiqat sahasindo amokdasli
haqqinda memomgdum”, “Azorbaycan Respublikasinin Madaniyya!
Nazirliyi ilo Iran Islam Respublikasimin Moadaniyyat va Islami irsad
Nazirliyi arasinda modoni omokdashq haqqinda memorandum” kimi
sonadlor do imzalandi. “Azorbaycan-iran modoni amokdaghg {igin
yaradilmis hiiquqi baza iki 6lka arasinda modani yaxinlagmanin yeni-yen
forma va iisullarinin tapilmasi, ondan istifada iigiin kifayat gador imkanlar
yaratdi”.'¥?
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Dogrudan da, homin vaxtdan etibaron iki G6lko arasinda modani
alagolorda an miixtalif sahalari ohata edon yeni marhalo baglandi. Bunun
bir gdstaricisi da odur ki, az sonra hom {imumon madani alagaler, ham do
onun ayri-ayri sahalori barado aragdirmalar meydana gixdi.'**

2007-ci ilda Azorbaycanda isfahan madaniyyati giinlorinin kegirilmasi
madoani alagolordo yeni morholonin xarakterini gostormok baximindan
ahamiyyatli hadiso oldu. Madoaniyyat giinlari gargivasinds Bakida isfahana
moxsus tosviri sanat sorgisi, musiqi programlari, kino hoftosi togkil
edilmigdi.

Qeyd olunan morholado iki 6lko arasinda modani alagalorda kino,
musiqi, teatr va adobiyyat miihiim yer tutmus, eyni zamanda elm va tohsil
sahasinda alagolorin genislonmasinda shomiyyatli addimlar atilmigdir.

Diinyaca maghur iran kinosuna Azorbaycanda boyiik maraq vardir.
Vaxtasir1 Bakida kegirilon iran kinosu haftalori Azorbaycan tamasagilarinin
genig rogbatini qazanmigdur. iranin istehsal etdiyi bir ¢ox filmlar dublyaj
edilorok, Azorbaycan kino-teatrlarinda va televiziyalarinda niimayis
etdirilmisdir.

Azarbaycan incasonat xadimlori iranda kegirilon ononavi Facr
festivalinda istirak etmiglor. Masalon, maghur Azarbaycan bastokar Tofiq
Bakixanov dafalarlo bu festivallarin istirakgisi olmugdur. 2005-ci ilda
franda kegirilon XX Beynolxalq Focr musigi festivalinda bastokarin fran
xalq musigisi osasinda yazdig1 “Sarqdon galon sadalar” asarindon fragment
saslonmisdi. Tofiq Bakixanovun iran movzusunda yazdigi 6 sayh sonata
hom Azarbaycan, ham do iran musiqi moktablorinin todris programlarina
daxil edilmigdir."**

Hamginin Azarbaycan yazigisi Seido Hagverdiyevanin ugagqlar ii¢iin
golama aldig1 “Toplan™ adli pyes Tobrizdoki “Mika” kukla-senat qrupunun
teatrinda sohnaya qoyulmugdur. Son illor Azarbaycan yazigilarinin
asarlarinin iranda, iran klassik vo miiasir adobiyyati niimunalorinin s
Azarbaycanda tamdilmas: istigamotindd ohomiyyatli iglor goriilmiigdiir.
Moasalon, miiasir iran poeziyasinin moshur niimayandasi Sohrab
Sepehrinin seirlori bu satirlorin miiallifi torafindon tarciimd edilmis vo

153  Giilnars Mammadzada. fran-Azarbaycan madani alagalorinin inkisafi. Baki, 2004; Tofiq Bakixanov.
lari. Baki, 2006

Azarbaycan va Iran musigigilarinin qarsiligh slaq
154 Kamala Dlasgarova. Tofiq Bakixanovun fran mévzusunda 6 sayh sonatast. - http://konservatoriya.az/?p=1581
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Azarbaycan Respublikasi Madaniyyat vo Turizm nazirliyinin dastoyi il
¢ap olunmusdur.'*

Iran universitetlori vo elmi morkozlori Azarbaycan Milli Elmlor
Akademiyasmin miixtalif institutlan, Baki Dévlet Universiteti, Xozor
universiteti kimi elm va tohsil miiossisolori ilo amokdagliq slagelorini
geniglondirirlor. Belo ki,
sofori zamam BDU ilo Tehran universiteti arasinda universitetloraras
amokdaghgi, miiallim va taloba miibadilasini, birga konfrans va seminarlarin
kec;i"rilmasini nazarda tutan Anlasma Memorandumu imzalanmgdir.'*

Umumiyyatls, son ii¢ ildo Azarbaycan-iran miinasibatlorinin digar

Tehran Universiteti rektorunun Bakiya |

sahalarinda oldugu kixpi, madani alagalorda do hartarafli amaokdaghq viisat |
almz?qdadlr. B.u isdo Iranin Modoniyyat vo Islami Olagalar Taskilatinin |
sadri Obuzar Ibrahimi Tiirkmanin 2014 va 2016-c1 illorde Bakiya rasmi |

sofari vo Azarbaycan rasmilori ilo apardigi miizakiralor ahomiyyatli rol
oynamisdir. Bu soforlor zamani iranin Madoaniyyat va islami Olagalar
Taskilati ilo Azorbaycan Respublikasinin Dini Qurumlarla Is iizra Dévlat
Komitasi arasinda dini sahado amokdasliq hagqinda protokol imzalanmasi
barada raziliq alda edilmisdir. iran rasmisinin bildirdiyine géra, bu protokol
“din sahasinda amoakdasligin qarsiligh ehtiram prinsiplori asasinda daha da
inkisaf etdirilmasina™ xidmat edacakdir.'s’

' .HaZIrkl moarhalada iki 6lka arasinda madoni alaqalarin geniglondirilma-
sinin ugurlu formati kimi Iranda Azarbaycan, Azorbaycanda iran madaniy-
y?ti giinlarinin kegirilmoasindan istifada olunur. Sonuncu bela tadbir 2017-
ci ilin iyul ayinda bas tutmus va iranda Azarbaycan madaniyyati giinlar
keqiﬁlmisdir. Bununla bagl irana safar edon Azarbaycanin Madaniyyat va
Tun_zm naziri Obiilfas Qarayev iranli hamkar ilo goriisda demisdir: “Ma-
doniyyat giinlarinin qarsiliqh sokildo kegirilmasi xalglarin bir-birini daha
.yaxmdan tanimasina, tomaslarin qurulmasina imkan yaradir.... Bu giin fran
ilo Azarbaycanin madoni alagalarini elo yiiksok soviyyaya ¢atdirmag la-
zimdir ki, galacokda har iki élkanin gonclori bundan istifada edarok xos
miinasibatlori qoruyub saxlasinlar vo inkisaf etdirsinlor”.'s 2018-ci ild2

155 Sohrab Sepehri. Suyun ayaq sasi (seirlor va Masisfs
SR e 1l poema). Fars dilindon tarciima edan va 6n soziin miallifi Masis®
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Azarbaycan comiyyatino nisbatde 6z “yumsaq giic™iiniin elementi kimi
nazardan kegirirdi. Tosadiifi deyil ki, homin dévrde Azarbaycanla madani
slagalarda iran Madaniyyat nazirliyina bagh xiisusi qurum — Madoniyyat
va Islami Olaqoalor Taskilati (Sazmane Farhang va Ertebatate Eslami)
onamli rol oynayirdi. Bela ki, 1995-ci ildo hamin toskilat dini ehkamlarin
tabligi magsadilo 30 ruhanini Azorbaycana gondormisdi.'* fran torofi
Azorbaycanda dini tohsillo bagh miiossisolor qurur, eyni zamanda
azarbaycanl ganclorin bu magsadla franin dini maktab va universitetlorino
yollanmasina sarait yaradirdi.

Azorbaycan dovloti kommunist rejiminin siiqutundan  sonraki
situasiyada 6lkanin miisolman ahalisinin dini biliklora va islami doyarlora
yiyalonmasi prosesina va fran ruhanilorinin bu isdo istirakina anlayis
va doziimlo yanagr, hatta buna sorait yaradirdi. Bu mévge 1999-cu ilin
avqustunda Heydor Oliyevin fran Islam Respublikasinin $arqi Azarbaycan
ayalatinin ostandari Yohya Mahammodzadanin basgiliq etdiyi nimayanda
heyatini gobul edarkon sdyladiyi sozlorda aydin ifadasini tapmugdi: “O
vaxt man Naxgivanda da olanda irandan din xadimlorini dovat edirdim
ki, golsinlar. O vaxt holo bizim lazimi gador din xadimlorimiz yox idi.
Azarbaycan diinyavi dovlotdir, burada din dovlatdon ayridir. Ancaq dinin
6z yerini tutmast iigiin biz son illor gox bdyiik iglor gormiigik™.'"

Bu sozlor shalinin dini inancina vo maariflonmesino Azarbaycan
dovlatinin qaygist ilo yanasi, bu sahado Konstitusiyada tosbit olunmus
“qurmuzi xatti” (diinyavilik prinsipini) do aydin sokildo aks etdirirdi.
Homin inca va hassas maqamin bazi dairalor torofinden nazoro
alinmamasi miiayyan dévrlorda tokca madoni alagolora deyil, imumon
ikitarafli miinasibotlora monfi tasir gostormigdir. Qeyd olunan dairalor
Azarbaycanda Qarbin madoni ekspansiyasi barada ¢ixiglar etmaklo
yanasi, 0lkada dindarlara qarsi guya hansisa mohdudiyyatlorin tatbiqi
haqqinda fikirlor saslondirmiglor. 2016-c1 ilin fevralinda fran islam
Respublikasina rasmi sofari orafosindo hamin Glkonin Radio-Televiziya
Sirkatino miisahiba veran Azarbaycan prezidenti ilham Oliyev bu tipli
molumatlari sayio adlandiraraq demigdir: “Azarbaycanda tarix boyu heg

148 96 .00 o) TAY Jlp sdsh i had ealidh s Sl 535 Aalibiad — (o yin Sl Sy 535 9 Ol radhed 500002 «2¥ S 4¢d (Tlaho
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vaxt dini vo milli zominda ayri-segkilik olmamugdir, fargli millatlarin._‘

konfessiyalarin, dini coroyanlarin niimayondoalori daim siilh, amin
amanlig vo garsihgh anlagma soraitindo yasamislar. Olka Konstitusiyasi
vo méveud qanunvericilik vicdan vo dini etiqad azadligina tam tomina:
verir va giindalik hayatda da dindarlarin foaliyyatino heg bir manegilik
toradilmir. Sovet dovriinds Azorbaycanda comi 17 mascid faaliyyat
gostormigdir. Miistaqillik illorinds dini mabadlorin, mascidlorin say1 xeyli
doracada artmigdir. Hazirda Bakida va digor yasayis maskanlorindo 2
mindan artiq mascid méveuddur. Olkanin an béyiik mascidi olan Heydor
Moascidi monim soroncamimla dovlot vasaiti hesabina insa edilarak
dindarlarin ixtiyarina verilmisdir”.'s

Bu sozlordon sonra Azorbaycan prezidentinin 2017-ci ili islam
Homrayliyi elan etmasi va hamin ilin may ayinda Bakida islam Hamroyliyi
Oyunlarinin kegirilmasi homin mévzuda Azarbaycan dovlatinin aydin
movqeyinin parlaq tozahiiriino gevrildi. Taqdiralayiq haldir ki, islam
Hamrayliyl: Oyunlarinda iran idmangilart da foal istirak etmis, eyni
zamanda Iran Madoniyyat Moarkozi torafindon oyunlarin kegirildiyi
giinlards miixtalif madani programlar toskil olunmugdur. !

Azorbaycan-iran  moadani olagolorinin tarixi baximindan Heydar
Oliyevin 2002-ci ilin may ayinda Tehrana rosmi safori zamani imzalanmis
“Azorbaycan Respublikasi ilo iran Respublikasi arasinda dostlug va
omokdasliq miinasibatlorinin prinsiplori haqqinda” miiqavilonin xiisusi
shamiyyati olmugdur. Homin sofar zamani “Azarbaycan Respublikasinin
Tohsil Nazirliyi ilo Iran Islam Respublikasinin Elm, Tadgigatlar va
Texnologiya Nazirliyi arasinda tohsil va tadgigat sahasinds amakdashg
haqqinda memorar}dum”, “Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Madaniyyat
Nazirliyi ilo Iran Islam Respublikasinin Madoniyyat vo islami irsad
Nazirliyi arasinda modoni omokdasliq hagqinda memorandum” kimi
sonadlor do imzalandi. “Azarbaycan-iran madani omokdagligi i¢in
yaradilmig hiiquqi baza iki 6lko arasinda moadani yaxinlasmanin yeni-yeni
forma va tisullarinin tapilmasi, ondan istifada iigiin kifayat godar imkanlar
yaratdi”,!%?
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Dogrudan da, homin vaxtdan etibaron iki oOlka arasinda madani
alagolorda an miixtalif sahalori ohata edon yeni marholo baglandi. Bunun
bir gostoricisi da odur ki, az sonra ham timumoan madani alagalor, ham do
onun ayri-ayri sahalori barada aragdirmalar meydana gixds.'*?

2007-ci ilda Azarbaycanda Isfahan madaniyyati giinlarinin kegirilmasi
moadoani olagolorda yeni moarhalonin xarakterini gdstormok baximindan
ashomiyyatli hadiso oldu. Madaniyyat giinlari garcivasinds Bakida isfahana
moxsus tosviri sonat sorgisi, musiqi programlar, kino hoftasi togkil
edilmisdi.

Qeyd olunan morhaloda iki 6lko arasinda madoni alagolorda kino,
musiqi, teatr vo adabiyyat miihiim yer tutmus, eyni zamanda elm va tahsil
sahasinda alagalorin genislonmasinda shomiyyatli addimlar atilmigdur.

Diinyaca moghur Iran kinosuna Azorbaycanda boyiik maraq vardir.
Vaxtasir Bakida kegirilon Iran kinosu haftalori Azarbaycan tamasagilarinin
genis ragbotini qazanmigdir. franin istehsal etdiyi bir ¢ox filmlor dublyaj
edilorok, Azarbaycan kino-teatrlarinda va televiziyalarinda niimayis
etdirilmisdir.

Azorbaycan incosonot xadimlori iranda kegirilon ononovi Facr
festivalinda istirak etmislor. Masalon, maghur Azarbaycan bostokari Tofiq
Bakixanov dafalorlo bu festivallarin istirakgisi olmugdur. 2005-ci ildo
iranda kegirilon XX Beynolxalq Focr musigi festivalinda bastokarin iran
xalq musiqisi asasinda yazdig “Sorqdan golon sadalar” asarindan fragment
saslonmigdi. Tofiq Bakixanovun iran mévzusunda yazdigi 6 sayli sonata
hom Azarbaycan, ham do iran musigi moktablorinin tadris programlarina
daxil edilmisdir.'>*

Homginin Azarbaycan yazigisi Saide Haqverdiyevanin usaglar iigiin
goloma aldigi “Toplan” adli pyes Tabrizdoki “Mika” kukla-sanat grupunun
teatrinda sohnayo qoyulmusdur. Son illor Azarbaycan yazigilarinin
ssarlorinin iranda, iran klassik vo miiasir adobiyyati niimunalorinin iso
Azorbaycanda tamidilmas: istigamotinds shamiyyatli islor goriilmiigdiir.
Moasolon, miiasir iran poeziyasinn moshur niimayandasi Sohrab
Sepehrinin seirlori bu satirlorin miiallifi torofindon torciima edilmis vo

e
153 Giilnaro Mammadzado. Iran-Azarbaycan modoni alagalorinin inkisafi. Baki, 2004; Tofiq Bakixanov.

Azarbaycan va Iran musigigilorinin qarsiligh alaglori. Baki, 2006
154 Kamalo Olasgarova. Tofiq Bakixanovun fran movzusunda 6 saylt sonatast. - http: //konservatoriya.az/?p=1581
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Azarbaycan Respublikasi Madoniyyat vo Turizm nazirliyinin dostoyi ik
¢ap olunmusdur.'*

iran universitetlori vo elmi morkozlori Azarbaycan Milli Elmlx
Akademiyasimin miixtalif institutlari, Baki Dévlot Universiteti, Xozar
universiteti kimi elm va tohsil miiossisalori ilo amokdashq slagalorini
genislondirirlor.  Belo ki, Tehran Universiteti rektorunun Bakiyz
sofori zamam1 BDU ilo Tehran universiteti arasinda universitetlorarasi
amokdaslig1, miiallim va talaba miibadilasini, birga konfrans va seminarlarin
keci“rilmasini nazarda tutan Anlagsma Memorandumu imzalanmigdir. '

Umumiyyatls, son ii¢ ildo Azorbaycan-iran miinasibotlorinin digar
sahalorinda oldugu kimi, madani olaqalords do hortarafli amokdasliq viisat
almaqdadir. Bu isdo Iranin Madoniyyat vo islami ®lagelor Toskilatinm
sadri ©buzar Ibrahimi Tiirkmanin 2014 vo 2016-c1 illords Bakiya rosmi
sofori va Azarbaycan rasmilori ilo apardigi miizakiralor shamiyyatli rol
oynamusdir. Bu sofarlor zamani Iranin Madoniyyat va islami Slagolor
Taskilati ila Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Dini Qurumlarla s iizra Dovlat
Komitasi arasinda dini sahads amakdasliq haqqinda protokol imzalanmasi
barada raziliq alds edilmisdir. iran rosmisinin bildirdiyina gora, bu protokol
“din sahasinds amokdashgin qarsiliqli ehtiram prinsiplori asasinda daha da
inkigaf etdirilmasina” xidmat edacokdir.'"’

\ ‘Hazxrkl morhalada iki 6lko arasinda madani alagalorin genislondirilma-
sinin ugurlu format: kimi iranda Azarbaycan, Azarbaycanda iran madaniy-
y‘st.i giinlarinin kegirilmasindan istifads olunur. Sonuncu bela tadbir 2017-
ci ilin iyul ayinda bas tutmus va iranda Azarbaycan madaniyyati giinlori
kegirilmisdir. Bununla bagl irana safar edon Azarbaycanin Madaniyyat va
Turi'zm naziri Obiilfas Qarayev iranli homkar ilo goriigda demisdir: “Ma-
daniyyat giinlorinin qarsiliql sokilda kegirilmosi xalqlarin bir-birini daha
yaxindan tanimasina, tomaslarin qurulmasina imkan yaradir... Bu giin Iran
ilo Azarbaycanin madani alaqalarini elo yiiksok saviyyaya gatdirmaq la-
zimdir ki, golocokds har iki élkonin gonclori bundan istifado edarak xos
miinasibatlori qoruyub saxlasinlar vo inkisaf etdirsinlor”.s* 2018-ci ild2

Plj:ho:‘c:!l::il; %:;xk‘ll'lgms(t;yun ayaq sasi (seirlar va poema). Fars dilindan tarciima edan vo 6n soziin millifi Masiags
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Azarbaycanda fran madaniyyati giinlorinin kegirilocayini bildiron nazir
bununla bagh tadbirlorin tokca Baki sohorinda deyil, Ganca, Qabala va
digar soharlorda reallasa bilocayini do sdyloyib.

iki 6lko arasinda modoni slagalorin momnunluq doguran saviyyado
olmast heg do bu sahado mdveud olan biitiin potensial imkanlardan istifado
olundugunu demaya asas vermir. Bu baximdan madani alagolorin daha da
genislonmoasi iigiin agagidaki takliflor nozordon kegirilo bilar:
Bakida Iran Madaniyyat Markazi oldugu kimi, Tehranda da Azarbaycan

Madaniyyat Markazinin agilmasi;
alagalorda madani diplomatiyanin miiasir iisul va vasitalarindon istifada

olunmasi;
motbuat sahasinds amokdashigin daha da dorinlogdirilmasi, olagalorin

inkisafina xidmot etmoyan materiallarin KiV-lorda yayilmasinmn
qgargisinin alinmasi;

elmi alagalora daha sistemli vo magsadydnlii saciyya baxs edilmasi;
beynalxalq madaniyyat tagkilatlarinda amokdaghgin genislondirilmasi,
miistarak madani irsin gorunmas istigamatindo birga faaliyyatin tagkili;
kino, musigi vo adabiyyat sahasindo amokdashga daha béyiik diggat

ayrilmasi;
geyri-hokumot tagkilatlar: vo madani qurumlar arasinda birbasa alagalor

va amoakdashgin togviq edilmasi.
Turizm sahasinda amakdashq

Azarbaycanin miistaqilliyini aldo etdiyi 1991-ci ildon sonra meydana
golon yeni siyasi va igtisadi miihit turizmin inkisafi tigiin geni§ imkanlar
yaratmigdir. Bundan avvolki dévrdo SSRI-nin torkibinda olan Azarbaycan
franla turizm alagolorini miistagil sokildo inkisaf etdiro bilmirdi. Sovet
ittifaginin ehtiyath va tacrido yonolon siyasati turizmin inkisafi tigiin boyiik
manea idi. Lakin 1990-c1 illarin avvallarinds Azarbaycanda yasanan igtisadi
va siyasi qanisiqliq turizm slagalorinin inkisafina imkan yaratmirdi. Iqtisadi
bohranla iizloson Azarbaycan xarici turistlorin colb edilmasi iigiin zaruri
olan turizm infrastrukturunu inkisaf etdira bilmirdi. Turizmin inkisafina
digar manea iso Ermonistanin Azarbaycana qarst bagladig1 va sonuncunun
arazilorinin iggal edilmasi ilo naticalonmis adalatsiz miihariba idi. Bu arazilor

.
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halo do Azarbaycanin suveren idarasi altinda deyil, Ermonistanin isgal
altinda oldugundan, rosmi Baki bu torpaqglar vasitasilo 6z turizm mokanin
genislondira bilmir. Bundan alava, Azarbaycanin iggal olunmus srazilarind:
turistlorin diqgatini calb eda bilacok tarixi yerlori va islam modoniyyat
abidalari ermani separatistlori torafindon mohv edilmisdir. igtisadi bohran
darinlogdirmokla yanasi, Qarabag miiharibasi eyni zamanda tohliikasizlik
problemi yaratmigdir ki, bu da turizm sektorunun calbediciliyinin
azalmasinda shomiyyatli tasira malik olmugdur. Lakin 1993-cii ilds Heydar
Oliyev hakimiyyato goldikdon sonra Ermonistanla atogkasa nail olarag,
iqtisadiyyat1 va xarici alagalari inkisaf etdirmaya baglamigdir.

1994-cii ildon sonra Azarbaycanda yaranmug sabitlik igtisadiyyatin
miixtolif sektorlarinin inkisafi iigiin imkanlar yaratmigdir. Turizm do bu
sektorlardan biri olmugdur. Azarbaycan va iranin tarixi-madani baglhlig
turizm alagalarini daha da calbedici etmigdir. Xiisusilo do Azarbaycan
ahglisinin Iranin gimal ayalatlorindo yasayan insanlarla madani yaxinhg
turizm slaqalarinin inkisafinda oshomiyyatli rol oynamigdir. Har iki 6lka
ahz?lisinin Sovetlor dovriinda qarsis1 alinmig 6z acdadlarinin yasadig
tarixi yerlari ziyarat etmok istayi artiq miimkiin idi. Buna gora da iqtisadi
va siyasi sabitlik oldo edildikdon sonra hor iki istigamatda sayahat
edanlarin say1 ohomiyyatli doracods artmisdir.

Son alti ildg turistlorin  dovriyyasini vo aximni tohlil etdikda,
Azorbaycandan Irana gedon turistlorin sayinda boyiik dayisikliklarin
asasan 2013-cii ildon sonra bas verdiyi diqqoti calb edir. Lakin irandan
ga]mis Furistlari say1 alt1 il arzindo sabit olmamigdir. 2011 va 2012-ci
illords Irandan golmis turistlorin say1 yiiksok olsa da, sonraki illardo
kaskin azalma miisahido edilmigdir. Buna goro do 2011-ci ild irandan
golon turistlorin say1 293 min nofor toskil edorak an yiiksok saviyyada
olmusdur (Cadval 1). Lakin 2012-ci ildon sonra frandan qabul edilon
turistlorin say1 azalmaga baslamigdir. 2015-ci ildan sonra isa iranl
turistlorin say1 yenidon artaraq, névbti ilde 232.7 min nafora catmisdir
Tosadiifi deyildir ki, irandan golon turistlorin saymn azalmasi Qarb
olkalorinin irana gars: sanksiyalar totbiq etdiyi dovrde bas vermisdir.
Sanksiy'alar dovriinds iqtisadi gerilomo turizma do tosir etmisdir Bu
proses Irandan golon turistlorin sayim azaldaraq, Azarbaycanla turizm
olagalorins da tasir etmigdir.
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Cadval 1. Qabul edilmis va gondarilmis turistlorin say1'¥ (min nafor)

irandan qabuledilmis turistlor irana gindarilmiy turistlor
Say Umumi payt % Say Umumida payt %

2011 293 18.76 373.3 16.2

2012 2355 11.86 313.1 11

2013 127.2 6 3793 11.47

2014 126.7 5.87 647.1 19.5

2015 149.6* 7.5 - -

2016 232.7 11.4 728.6 20.3

*Azarbaycana safor etmis Iran vatandaglarimn iimumi say:

Bu trendlo yanasi o da geyd edilmalidir ki, Azarbaycan frana qars:
totbiq edilon sanksiyalara qosulmadigindan, frana gedon turistlorin say1
asas siiratdo azalmayaraq, oksino 2014-cii ilda 6tan illorle miiqayisado 2
dafaya godar artmigdir.

irandan Azarbaycana golon turistlorin say1 2014-cii ildon sonra daha
siiratlo artmaga baslamigdir. Bu da onunla slagadar olmusdur ki, bu dovrda
neft giymatlorinin asagi diigmasi noticasindo Azarbaycanda iqtisadi
geriloma miigahida edilmis va bir gox geyri-neft sektorlar1 kimi turizmin
do inkisafina dovlat torafindon boyiik dostok verilmigdir. Eyni zamanda
Azarbaycanda igtisadi geriloma dévriindo qiymatlorin agag diigmasi digor
sektorlar kimi turizm sektorunun da calbediciliyini artirmigdir. Bununla
yanast 2016-c1 ilin avvalindan frana qars1 sanksiyalarin aradan qalxmasi
va Iran iqtisadiyyati iizorinda tozyiqlorin azalmasi Azarbaycana galon
tursitlorinin sayma miisbat tasir etmisdir.

Gondorilon turistlorin saymin sabitliyine vo son illordo artmasina
tasir edon digor amil iso Azorbaycanla fran arasinda tibbi turizmin
yilksok saviyyada olmasidir. 2014-cii ildon sonra Azarbaycanin iqtisadi
catinliklarla va inflyasiyanin yiiksalmoasi ilo qarsi-qarsiya qalmasi xidmat
giymotlorinin artmasina gotirib ¢ixardi. Bu trend eyni zamanda tibbi

e ————
159 Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Dévlat Statistika Komitasi
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xidmatlorin giymotina da tosir etmis va Iran istigamatindo tibbi turizmi
stimullagdirmisdir. Bu stimulyasiya frana gedon turistlorin sayim yiiksak
saxlamagla, hom Azarbaycanda, ham da iranda yasanan iqtisadi gatinliyin
monfi tasirlorini azaldir.

Azarbaycana galon Iran vatondaglarinin boyiik hissasi turist oldugun-
dan onlarin saymin qeyri-sabitliyi iran votondaglarimin Azorbaycanda
?(arclomslarina da tasir etmigdir. 2013-2015-ci illards Azarbaycana galan
Iran turistlorinin saymmin azalmasina baxmayaraq, iran vatandaslarinin
xarclomoloari 2014-cii ildo 44.5% artmigdir, bu da hamin spesifik ilda tu-
ristlorin fran vatandaslarinin xarclomalarina tasirinin ohamiyyatli doracada
QImadngml gostarir (Cadval 2). Digar illards isa iran turistlorinin sayi ila
Iran vatondaslarinin xarclomolori arasinda diiz miitanasib nisbat mévecud
olmugdur. Xiisusila 2016-c1 ilda irana qars: sanksiyalar aradan qalxdigdan
sonra Iran votondaglarinin Azarbaycanda xarclomalari shomiyyatli daraca-
do artmugdir. Artim 65.3% va ya 3.76 milyon manat saviyyasinda olmus-
dur. Bu eyni zamanda Azarbaycanin turizm siyasati ilo do alagadardir; bela
ki, Azarbaycanda turizm sektorunun calbediciliyinin artinlmas iigiin ha-
yata kegirilon islahatlar vo viza prosesinin asanlagdirilmas: istiqgamatinda
goriilmis tadbirlor do bu artima tasir etmisdir.

Cadval 2. iran vatondaslarinin Azorbaycanda xarclomolori
(min manat)'®

Mehm }
va ncleh;::ig:a Ocnabilar va vatandaghg olmayan gaxslor
tipli miiassisalora tarafindon mehmanxana v mel a tipli
némralar iigiin miiassisalorda digar xidmatlorin gstarilmasina Cadii
ddonilmis mablog £06ra 6danilmis mablag
—
2 1983.8 174.1 21579
28 1667.8 163.6 18314
itk 19099 158.7 2068,6
2014 2667.8 3212 2989
2015 1997.6 175.4 2173
2016 5753.1 8225 6575,6
fa §3-4

160 Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Dovlat Statistika Komitasi. Azarbaycanda turizm, statistic mecmua, 2017, Sahi
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Son illerda iran ilo Azarbaycan arasinda turizm olagelorinin inkisaf et-
mosino baxmayaraq, bu inkisafin somoraliliyinin artirilmasinda istifadasi
miimkiin olan imkanlar qalmaqdadir. Turizm alagalarinin inkisafi i¢iin go-
riillmiis tadbirlarla yanasi, bu istigamatda mdvcud olan bazi perspektivlari
geyd etmak olar.

Turizm slagalarinin inkisaf etdirilmasinda movcud olan perspektiviar-
dan biri birgs turizm togkilatlarimin yaradilmasidir ki, har iki istigamatda
turist turlarmnin tagkiline xidmat eda bilor. Bu ndv tagkilatlarin turist gozin-
tilari iigiin moveud yerlaor hagqinda va turistlorin maraglari haqqinda daha
genis malumata malik olmasi sayahatlorin samaroliliyini artira bilar. Bir-
ga turizm tagkilatlari alverigli turlarin tapilmasinin va sofar edilocok 6lka
hagqinda malumatlarin alds edilmasinin samaraliliyini artiracaqdir. Bu
taskilatlar eyni zamanda turizmin tibbi turizm, dini turizm kimi miixtolif
istigamatlori {izra ixtisaslaga bilorlor. Genig manada bu togkilatlar hor iki
dlkanin turizm sektorunda yaradilan slava doyari artiracaqdur.

fran ilo Azarbaycan arasinda turizm dovriyyasinin artmagda oldugunu
nozora alsaq, framin miixtalif gohorlorindon Azarbaycanin miixtalif bol-
galarina birbasa toyyara reyslorinin agilmasi vacibdir. Hal-hazirda region-
lardan Irana vo ya Azarbaycana sofaor edon turistlor toyyara uguslarindan
istifada etmoak iigiin bdyiik goharlara getmalidirlar ki, bu da sayahat xarclo-
rini va vaxtin1 artirir. Bu monada yeni tayyara reyslarinin agilmasi vacibdir,
¢iinki bu, sayahat xarclorini azaltmagla turizm ddvriyyasini artiracaqdur.

fran vao Azarbaycanin turizm alagalorinds son zamanlar nozara garpan
trendlardan biri da tibbi turizmin payimn artmasidir. Tibbi turizmds asas
axin Irana istigamotlonmigdir. Bu, gisman Azarbaycanda tibbi xidmatlo-
rin bahalagmast ilo alagadardir. Homin trendi nozara alsaq, tibbi turistlo-
rin sayahati iigiin giizogtlorin tatbiq edilmasi vacibdir. Bu tadbirlardon biri
xastalorin daha asan transfer edilmasi iigiin har iki 6lkonin tibbi tagkilat-
larinin amokdaghg ola bilor. Digar tadbir safarlarinin vacibliyini nazara
alarag, tibbi turistlars endirimlorin edilmasi ola bilar. Bu tibbi turizm dov-
riyyasini va tibbi sektorun inkigafin1 giiclondira bilar.

Azorbaycanla iran arasinda turizm oalagalorinin genislonmasi homin
sektorda insan kapitalinin inkisaf etdirilmasi zoruratini yaradir. Bu sektor
iizra ixtisaslagmis kadrlar turizm slagalorinin somaraliliyinin artirilmasina
komok eda va turistlor iigiin pegokar boladgiya gevrila bilorlar. Turizmda
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insan kapitalinin inkisaf etdirilmasi ticiin iran va Azarbaycan universitet-
larinin talaba muibadilasi programlarini hayata kecirmasi mimkinddr. Bl
programlar talabalarin turizm imkanlari ile daha yaxindan tanis olmagina
va 0z biliklarini artirmagla turizmda pesakar iscilara ¢evrilmalarina kémak
edacakdir.

=)
7))

STRATEJI

=)
SAM ARASDIRMAIAR
M8RKaZI

Center for Strategic Studies under The President
of Republic of Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan-lran cooperation:
main directions and opportunities

Editors:
Dr. Cavid Valiyev and Dr. Masiagha Mahammadi

Baku -2018



Center for Strategic Studies under The President of
Republic of Azerbaijan

Project chief:
Farhad Mammadov, Director, Centerfor Strategic Studies under the Presidents

Republic of Azerbaijan, PhD in Philosophy,

Azerbaijan-lran cooperation:main directions and opportunities. Baku: 2018.204 page

The mentioned collection ofstajfpapers ofthe Centerfor Strategic Studies under the
President ofthe Republic ofAzerbaijanfocuses on the main directions andpotential
opportunities of cooperation between the Republic ofAzerbaijan and the Islams
Republic oflran. In addition to the analysis ofthe current situation ofthe bilatera
cooperation and relations on different spheres, proposals and recommendationshm

been madefor theirfurther expansion and development.

«COSTCO COMPANY» Ltd
Format of publication: 60x84 1/16

Physical printed sheet: 12.75
Circulation: 1000

ISBN 978-9952-4540-8-6
© Center for Strategic Studies under The President of Republic of Azeibaij

Contents

Azerbaijan-Iran relations: Current state and prospects
Masiagha Mahammadi

Cooperation of Azerbaijan and Iran in the context of regional security
Farhad Mammadov

Trilateral and Multilateral Cooperation Formats of the

Azerbaijan - Iran relations
Cawré) V!ae}{;/ev .............................................................................................. 128

Perspective of economic cooperation between Iran and Azerbaijan:

realities and. opportunities
Orihan Bagiré) ......................................................................................... 144

Partnership between Azerbaijan and Iran on transportation and transit
Mahir HUMDALOV...........eiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 155

Iran Azerbaijan cooperation in the field of energy after the sanctions
GUIMITA RZAYEVA......ueiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e e raaee e ae 166

Opportunities for cooperation between Azerbaijan and Iran in the

ke T o1 A 181
Azerbaijan-Iran Relations in the spheres of culture and tourism
Masiagha Mahammadi and Orkhan Bagirov..........cccccceevviveeeiicieniennns 189



EFRBAI{AN’IRAN COOPERATION: MAIN DIRECTIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES

AZERBAIJAN-IRAN COOPERATION: MAIN DIRECTIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Azerbaijan-Iran relations: Current state and prospects
Masiagha Mahammadi'

Relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran have played a pivotal
'role ip the foreign policy of independent Azerbaijan representing one of
its priority trajectories. This importance was preconditioned by several
cultural-historical, geopolitical and geo-economic factors.

Although the relations between two countries have not always been
smooth during the past period, an approach based on relationships built
and developed within friendly neighborhood and mutually favorable
f:ooperation relying on joint historical-cultural heritage and common
interests predominated among the ruling political elite of both countries.
To Qut it differently, despite ups and downs, differing views, cooling of
relation and even periods of tensions, in general, political, economic,
cultural and humanitarian relations developed and expanded based on
mutually promising interests.

Indeed, some factors had incessant effects on bilateral relations between
the tw‘o countries. Differences between the political systems of both
count}'les. as well as divergences in the foreign policy course and issues
associated with the legal status of the Caspian Sea caused experiments in
thfa relations. Relations with a third country, particularly, Iran’s cooperation
with Armenia, a country that occupied 20% of Azerbaijani territories,
and Azerbaijan’s relations with Israel, had crucial implications for the
relathns. Common historical-cultural heritage, although paradoxically,
Sf)metlme caused discrepancies and contradictions in opinions on both
sides. However, as mentioned above, a common sense based on realpolitik
has at all times predominated in relationships, and a political thinking
basgd on a responsible approach to common interests and the future of the
region and entire world has defined the nature of the bilateral relations.

Formulation and development of this policy is closely associated with
the name of Heydar Aliyev, national leader of Azerbaijani people. A new
stage of relations with Iran was founded by Heydar Aliyev, who came

i: Seniocis , : ¢ = 2
ML&:;" research fellow, Center for Strategic Studies under the President of Republic of Azerbaijan, mesih63@
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to power in Azerbaijan for the second time in 1993. In other words, the
cooperation model with this neighboring country established during his
period in office in Nakhchivan has been introduced at the entire country
level. Partnership based on common interests, mutual respect and open
discussion of existing problems represent the fundamentals of this model.

During his ten years of presidency of independent Azerbaijan, Heydar
Aliyev, in his speeches and meetings stressed the fact that Azerbaijan has
always taken into account the interests of Iran as “a big and powerful state”
in the region while also calling for Iran to respect Azerbaijan’s decision and
development course and referring to historical-cultural relations, as well as
other aspects connecting both states. This approach ensured constructive
development of bilateral relations regardless of all conflicting issues.

Last official visit paid by Heydar Aliyev to Iran on May 18-20, 2002
was particularly critical for Iran-Azerbaijan relations. During his visit,
he conducted comprehensive discussions with Ali Khamenei, supreme
religious leader. As the conclusion of this visit, some 20 documents covering
various areas of bilateral relations were signed. The key document emerged
as the result of the discussions was “Agreement on principles of friendship
and cooperation relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan and Islamic
Republic of Iran”. According to the Agreement with 30 clauses, Iran has
explicitly supported the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan.

“Although this visit of the President (Heydar Aliyev — M.M.) did not
resolve all conflicting issues, particularly the issue of legal status of the
Caspian Sea, it removed all existing misunderstandings in Azerbaijani-
Iranian relations and paved the way for the future constructive cooperation”.?

Additionally, other experts also highly emphasized the official visit
paid by Heydar Aliyev to the Islamic Republic of Iran: “This visit had a
historical value where all issues associated with bilateral relations have
been discussed. Both sides made efforts to understand each other and
further deepen the relations between two countries. The agreement on the
principles of a relationship of friendship and cooperation signed between
the two countries was an important historical document. It has been
governing the relations between the two countries in all spheres. This visit
became a turning point and laid the foundation of a new stage in relations

2 Ali Hasanov. Geopolitics of Azerbaijan. Baku, 2015, p. 369
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between two countries while also serving as an opportunity to hold efficient
discussions on bilateral relations, regional issues, international relations, as
well as economic, political and other issues”.?

Having understood the nature of relations with Iran and the importance
of these relations being based on clear principles and stable grounds,
Heydar Aliyev developed a comprehensive strategy addressing interests of
both countries, as well as regional security concerns. This was confirmed
by several experts, who particularly emphasized the number of documents
signed by both countries towards the end of Heydar Aliyev’s presidency
that reached 110.* '

This strategy was an integral part of the balanced foreign policy
founded by Heydar Aliyev, which has been successfully continued after
his death. It is not accidental that President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
expressed his appreciation of the relations between the two countries by
sa)fing: “Our relations are based on ancient history, culture, and common
religion. We managed to build an excellent cooperation based on robus!
foundation. We have high level political relations. We support each other in
all international organizations. We express our appreciation for the efforts
the Islamic Republic of Iran demonstrated for the resolution of Armenia-
Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict based on the territorial integrity
anfi sovereignty of Azerbaijan. This position is based on international
principles, rule of law and justice”.’

It is worth to note the active efforts demonstrated by the Islamic
Republic of Iran to play a part in the resolution of Armenia-Azerbaijan
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, particularly at its earlier stages. First
mediation initiative of Iran in Nagorno-Karabakh conflict dates back to
February, 1992. During that period, Ali Akbar Vilayati, foreign minister of
Iran visited Baku, Yerevan and Karabakh region and made efforts to reach
ceasefire between the parties. However, over the night, from February 25
to February 26, the Khojaly genocide committed by Armenia destroyed
all these efforts. As recognized by the Iranian side, global powers caused

3 Musa Gasimli. Foreign Policy of the Republic of Azerbaijan (1991-2003). Part L Baku, 2015, p. 605
4 iy W Cienjd) a3 s stan 5 Ol Bl ) ome i gbsd S sn — (Hushang Sheikhi. The i ot e
Azerbaijan Relations: opportunities and challenges) hup:// ir/Arti it i

5 Azerbaijan and Iran presidents made statements to the press - hmmymmﬂmﬁmﬂ
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obstacles to its mediation.®

Nevertheless, Iran has always stood for peaceful resolution of the
conflict based on territorial integrity principle. This position was clearly
articulated once again by top Iranian officials when battles broke out
along the contact line of troops in April, 2016. Iranian supreme religious
leader Ayatollah Khamenei called Karabakh Muslim land, which can be
considered an indicator of that position. Azerbaijani president thanked the
Islamic Republic of Iran for such position.

To the contrary to some claims, Azerbaijani side has never forgotten
the aid provided by the Islamic Republic of Iran to Azerbaijan, a country
suffered from invasion and mass flow of refugees during the early stages
(1992-1994 years) of the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.
Many Azerbaijani researchers referred to this fact in their papers. As written
by Professor Musa Gasimly, “On September 6, 1993, the Protocol on
humanitarian aid by Islamic Republic of Iran to the Republic of Azerbaijan
was signed. Iranian side increased the humanitarian aid it provided to
Azerbaijanis who became internally displaced persons as the result of
Armenian aggression. From the first days of the Armenian aggression,
“Helal Ahmar” (Red Crescent) of Iran built tent camps in Imishli, Saatli
and Bilasuvar regions. The Organization supplied people living in these tent
camps with necessary food and other products of primary need. “Imdad”,
an organization named after Ayatollah Khomeini rendered assistance to
Azerbaijani internally displaced persons. In September, 1993, Iran built 7
tent camps for 55 thousand internally displaced persons in the south of the
Republic of Azerbaijan™.” In addition, “Iranian side created opportunities
for Azerbaijani soldiers and officers wounded in military operations to
undergo medical treatment in hospitals in Tehran, Rasht, Tabriz, Astara,
etc.”™

All these testify to the fact that the development of Azerbaijan-Iran
relations based on constructive spirits is not important just from bilateral
relations perspective but also at the regional context. The current and

6 pla Al SIse Ju Yoy fls f4ilia— (On Karabakh conflict and 20 years of ineffective negotiations) hitp://www.,

7 Musa Gasimli. The given paper, p. 572
8 Subhan Talibli. Nagorno-Karabkh problem in the C:
Baku, 2016, p. 182-185

policy of Islamic Republic of Iran (1991-2005 years).
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prospective situation in the region significantly depends on the relations
between these two states located in complicated geopolitical part of the
world. Considering this particular factor, Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev paid an official visit to Tehran in March 2017: “Iran-Azerbaijan
relations are important not just for our people, but also for the entire region.
Our close relationships are a vital contributory factor for strengthened
regional stability”.’

When referring to the current phase of Azerbaijan-Iran relations,
we mainly consider the period after 2014. On the eve of this period,
particularly in 2012 and in the first half of 2013, we observed relative
strains in bilateral relations. However, with the election of Hassan Rouhani
as the new president of Iran in 2013 and the new foreign policy doctrine
declared soon after had positive impacts on relations with the Republic of
Azerbaijan.

In April 9, 2014, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev paid official
visit to Iran. As maintained by Iranian political observers, this visi
melted the ice between the two countries and opened a new page in the
relationships. Negotiations created strong hopes for beginning of the
new stage in the relations in terms of quality perspective. Indeed, “even
during the difficult period when the West imposed sanctions against Iran,
Azerbaijan maintained the objective and friendly neighborhood relations
towards this country. Irrespective of the change in geopolitical situation,
Baku preserved its independent position. Should Azerbaijan have nol
maintained its persistent Iranian policy based on historical tradition, the
situation would have not been so promising today”."

This hope has been strengthened by the official visit of Iran’s President
Hassan Rouhani to Azerbaijan in November of that year. Along with
several documents related to economic sphere, “A Joint Declaration on
friendship and cooperation between the Republic of Azerbaijan and
Islamic Republic of Iran” was signed as part of the visit. As an importan!
intergovernmental document, the Declaration contained provisions which
confirmed once again the commitment of each party to unacceptability of
any action against state sovereignty and territorial integrity of the other

9 Press statements of Azerbaijani and Iranian presidents - http://wwwpresident.az/articles’23031
10 Azerbaijan — Iran relations: regional and global context. - hmﬂnmmﬂﬂdﬂhwﬂmmm
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party. On December 30, 2014, President of Azerbaijan signed the Law on
approval of that Declaration."

The first decade of Ilham Aliyev’s presidency coincides with the period
of difficult international and regional conditions for Iran: the country has
suffered from different political pressures by global powers, and numerous
sanctions, which became more severe each year, have been imposed on
the country. However, despite policies of many states to isolate Iran,
I[lham Aliyev continued cooperation with this neighboring country,
supported Iran’s right to use nuclear power for peaceful purposes, and thus
demonstrated to entire world, including the Islamic Republic of Iran the
fact that Azerbaijan has pursued an independent foreign policy.

For example, in his interview to Figaro newspaper in 2007, Azerbaijani
President said: “We would never take any step that might cause damage
to our neighbors. Iran is our neighbor and we enjoy excellent relations...
We have intergovernmental agreement which confirms our commitment
to avoiding any actions to be against or causing damage to either party”.'?

It is not accidental that Hassan Rouhani put a special emphasis on this
fact during his first official visit of Baku and said that “During the period
of sanctions, our neighbors did not leave us alone. During those sanctions,
the lesson we learned was to give priority to relations with neighbors.
Neighbors are priority for us in trade and investment policies. A priority
should be given to neighbors in joint economic projects”."

At current stage of relations, countries focus on the expansion of
economic relations, which is absolutely logical and well-grounded. It is
not accidental that within the framework of the visit of Iranian President of
Baku, Azerbaijan-Iran business forum was held where Azerbaijan president
made the following statement: “We very much hope that the economic
cooperation reaches the level of political cooperation™.'*

Relief in relations of Iran with the Western world, tendency towards
constructive discussion over the nuclear program and the agreement signed

Il The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Approval of the Joint Declaration on Friendship and Cooperation
between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Republic of Iran, http:/president.az/articles/14037

12 Interview of Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Figaro newspaper /29.01.2007/ - http:/
izertag.az/xeber/az-3672502device=Desktop

13 http://www.president.ir/fa/82439

14 Speech of Ilham Aliyev in Azerbaijan — Iran business forum (13.11.2014) - http://www.president.az/
articles/13530
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between Iran and six countries in July 2016, finally the removal of various
sanctions imposed on Iran in early 2016 created favorable conditions for
political and economic cooperation between the countries. Next visit of Ilham
Aliyev to Iran in 2016 became the demonstration of the will of the leaders
to use this conditions to maximize benefit for own people. 11 significant
documents covering various spheres were signed during the visit's.

Among these documents, unification of railways of both countries
deserves particular attention. This project has decisive importance due to
the establishment of the North-South transport corridor. The foundation
of Railway Bridge over the Astara River was laid on April 20, 2016,
in accordance with the Intergovernmental Framework Agreement on
Connection of Azerbaijan-Iran Railways. The founding ceremony was
attended by co-chairmen of Azerbaijan and Iran State Commission on
economic, trade and humanitarian spheres — Shahin Mustafayev, Minister
of Economy of the Republic of Azerbaijan and Mahmud Vaezi, Minister of
Communication and Information Technologies of Iran. Next day following
the ceremony, Azerbaijani President presented “Friendship” Order to
Mahmud Vaezi, Minister of Communication and Information Technologies
of the Islamic Republic of Iran for his contributions to friendly relations
between the two countries.'¢

In March 2017, during his official visit of Tehran, Ilham Aliyev said the
following: “A year ago, I said in this room that Azerbaijan would build a
railway to the Azerbaijani-Iranian border in 2016, and we achieved that
This is already a reality. Moreover, the railway bridge over the Astara
River has been built and put into operation. The first train has recently
crossed the border via the new bridge. The North-South transport corridor
which is being implemented jointly is a historic event. At the same nme
this project is making an important contribution to regional cooperation.”™

Following the visit of Azerbaijan President to Iran in April 2014,
activity of Azerbaijan-Iran Interstate Commission on economic, trade and
humanitarian spheres was restored, and countries launched to hold regular

IS Official visit of the President Ilham Aliyev and lhe documents signed during this visit paves the WY g
development of bilateral cooperation (25.02.2016) -
16  Ilham Aliyev presented * “Dostlug” Order to the Muusler of Communication and Information Technologics %

Iran /21.04.2016/ - JIwww, 9 icl
for the press - hitp://wwwpresident.az/articles 23006
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meetings both in Baku and Tehran. Those meetings triggered increase
in mutual investments, establishment of joint ventures, and particularly,
increase of commodity turnover between the two countries.

In the past four years, Azerbaijani and Iranian presidents met 11 times,
Azerbaijani and Iranian delegations realized up to 100 mutual visits, signed
50 documents, and four meetings of the Interstate Commission were held.
Up to 550 companies with Iranian investment operate in different spheres
of Azerbaijani economy and Iranian companies invested a total of $2.7
billion in Azerbaijani economy. Nevertheless, Azerbaijan presents wide
opportunities for investment in our country. There are also Azerbaijani
companies operating in Iran. Iran is an important trade partner of Azerbaijan
and the trade turnover between the two countries rose 70 percent in 2016.

“Khudafarin” and “Giz Galasi”, as well as “Ordubad” and “Marazad”,
agreements signed between Azerbaijan and Iran entered into force by both
sides. First phase of the “North-South™ international transport corridor is
in the process of completion. A railroad of 8.3 kilometers and a railway
bridge are ready for use in Azerbaijan. Construction of the railroad of 1.7
kilometers and of the terminal are underway. 90 percent of the works on
Qazvin-Rasht railway, a part of the transport corridor has already been
completed. Mughan (Imishli-Parsabad) power line of 330 kilovolt was
commissioned last year and a framework agreement on sale of electric
power was signed. In 2016, joint motor manufacturing was launched in
Neftchala Industrial Zone, and the foundation of pharmacology factory, an
Azerbaijan-Iran joint project was laid in Pirallahi Industrial Park.

In addition, a passenger railway Nakhchivan-Julfa-Tabriz-Tehran-
Mashad was commissioned in 2016, which will contribute to sustainable
development in economic, transport and tourism sectors between Azerbaijan
and Iran. This road is expected to transport 12 thousands of passengers each
year. Urmia-Gabala flight is also expected to open in the near future.

15 business forums, business meetings and expositions were organized
in 2016 with the attendance of business people. With the introduction of
simplified visa regime, Iranian citizen are entitled to obtain electronic visas
within 3 days beginning from early 2017.

Azerbaijan and Iran agreed to increase the number of permits traded in
international transportations by 10 thousand. All these measures opened
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wide opportunities for the development of relations and expansion of
cooperation among businesses.

To discuss cooperation with the regions of Iran, several bilateral
meetings were held and business forums were organized in Ardabil and
Urmia. 4 memorandums of understanding were signed among AZPROMO),
Azerbaijan National Confederation of Entrepreneurs, Urmia and Ardabil
Chambers of Trade, Industry and Agriculture. Participation of more than
400 businesses in these business forums testify to the interest demonstrated
by the private sector to the expansion of cooperation.

On February 23, 2016, “Agreement on cooperation in construction
and operation of the Khudafarin and Giz Galasi hydro systems and
hydropower plants on the Araz River and in using energy and water
resources” was signed between the Government of Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Government of Islamic Republic of Iran. It is worth to note that
“Khudafarin” and “Giz Galasi”, as well as “Ordubad” and “Marazad’
agreements signed between Azerbaijan and Iran entered into force by
both sides.'®

President Hassan Rouhani’s official visit to our country on March
28-29" 2018 has been especially remarkable from the perspective of
development of Azerbaijan-Iran political relations. During the trip, eight
new cooperation documents were signed, the Azerbaijani-Iranian business
forum was held with the participation of the two presidents, as well as the
Opening ceremony of the Khazar automobile plant, jointly established by
“AzerMash” OJSC and “Iran Khodro” company in Neftchala Industrial
District.

Among the documents signed during this visit, two of them should
be particularly emphasized in terms of presenting the level of political
trust and the scale of effective cooperation based on mutual interests in
Azerbaijan-Iran relations: “Memorandum of Understanding between the
Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Oil
of the Islamic Republic of Iran on joint development of relevant blocks in
the Caspian Sea” and “Agreement between the Republic of Azerbaijan and
the Islamic Republic of Iran on financing the construction of the Astar

ST DY ;
I8  lran has invested $2.7 billion in the economy of Azerbaijan, hitp:/ww.azerbaijan-ncws s2inks
php?mod=3&id=116848 (25.02.2017)
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Rasht railway section in the territory of the Islamic Republic of Iran”."”

It is no coincidence that following the signing ceremony, President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev highlighted this at the press
briefing:"Today, many documents have been signed, and I would like to
especially note two of them. These are documents about working together
in the Caspian Sea and building the Astara-Rasht railway. These documents
are historically important. As a result of the realization of these documents,
our cooperation in the Caspian Sea, as well as in the field of transport will
advance to an even higher level, while it will also have a very positive
impact on regional cooperation.”

The Iranian president also supported this idea: “As the President of
Azerbaijan noted, the documents signed today are historical documents,
which can benefit not only these two nations, but also the whole region, as
well as the whole world.”

Another important aspect is that Iran does not view relations with
Azerbaijan only from bilateral relations perspective but also from
the perspective of developing relations with the entire region. Javad
Jahangirzadeh, Iranian ambassador to Azerbaijan, put it as following in his
statement he made recently, “For Iran, Azerbaijan is an entry door to the
market of 170 million population”.?!

Under the current complicated international and regional circumstances,
leaders of both countries attach particular attention to the cooperation at
a multilateral format. 4 meetings of the foreign ministers of Azerbaijan-
[ran-Turkey perfectly exemplify this. In April 2016, the analogous meeting
of foreign ministers of Azerbaijan, Iran and Russia was held in Baku.
That meeting served as preparation for the summit of the leaders of three
countries, and trilateral summit of Azerbaijan-Iran-Russia took place in
August 7, 2016. The Aliyev-Rouhani-Putin meeting was an important
event not only due to the realization of the North-South transport corridor
but also for the overall future of the region, to which the world attached
particular attention. The cooperation within this format has significant
prospects. Energy of the region will become main criteria for the energy
Iran made joint statements tolhe |;ress. https:/azertag.az/xeber/Azerbaycan_ve_
atlarla chixis edible D g
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security in Europe, and supposedly in the South Asia for decades. The
North-South project, if it will be possible to load it equally in both
directions, might become an onshore competitor for Suez Canal. There are
great but not discovered potential in the spheres such as liberalization of
trade and services, harmonization of foreign economic regimes and tariffs,
regulations and standards, intellectual property rights. What is important
is to preserve political will for strengthening Caspian cooperation vector
in tht? future as well”.2> There is such political will: the second similar
meeting is expected to be held in Tehran.

At present, Azerbaijani-Iranian relations go through the new, the most
dynamic and fastest growing stage of its history. It is not accidental that
when describing the current level of Azerbaijani-Iranian relations, President
Ilham Aliyev said: “Apparently, there is a mutual understanding among us.
We build these relationships based on this understanding. I am happy that
Azerbaijani-Iranian relations have experienced very rapid development in
recent years. In history, during our 25 years of independence, this period is
the fast, possibly the fastest period”.**

T.his situation makes us think positively about the prospects of the
relations. Novruz Mammadov, Assistant to President for Foreign Policy
Affairs put it as following: “In modern history, the principles on which &
state builds its foreign policy indicate the sense of that country. It should be
acc.epted that this aspect is considered in Iran’s policy towards Azerbaijan.
This means that the peace oriented policies of our state guarantee that
our relations with Iran will develop even further in the future. Therefore,
Iranian factor will always be important for Azerbaijan. It is possible t0
achieve success in bilateral relations if international legal norms are fully
abided by and countries refrain from interfering into internal affairs of
other countries™ >
' So, certain political-security, economic and historical-cultural factors
influence to an extend relations between Azerbaijan and Iran. The current
stage of relations has been formed following the election of Hassan

22 dVictor Catona. The birth of the “Caspian Triangle™?- htt
rozhdenie-kaspiyskoy-troyki-/?sphrase_id=235111 http

23 _ Meeting with broad composition was held between Azerbaijan and Iran presidents 107.082016/ - htpiwe
president.az/articles/20763

24 Novruz Mammadov. Foreign Policy: realities and Look into future. Baku, 2013, p- 120-121
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Rouhani as the president of Iran, who declared relations with neighbors and

opening of Iran to the world a priority for Iran’s foreign policy, following

the agreement reached in nuclear negotiations (win-win principle). At this
stage, it is fairly reasonable that the countries focus on economic relations
and new spheres of cooperation are included in the scope of relations
along with the traditional fields. Particularly, involvement of private
sector, as well as various regions in economic cooperation demonstrates
the uniqueness of this stage.

However, there are still potential opportunities for cooperation on
various directions between the two states, which we discuss below:

- increase joint efforts to further strengthen security in the South Caucasus
and Middle East;

- arrange efficient fight against terrorism and religious radicalism;

- strengthenIslamic solidarity and cooperate in fight against Islamophobia;

close cooperation in international organizations context and implement

concerted actions;

- expand regional and international cooperation at three-lateral, four-
lateral and five-lateral formats;

- Leverage geographic and infrastructure resources presented by
Azerbaijan to get access to Europe from Iran and Black Sea from
Persian Gulf;

- Organize joint actions in the field of energy, security and environment
in the Caspian Sea;

- Use cooperation opportunities presented by East-West vector along
with the North-South route;

. Increase trade turnover which is currently less than the existing
potential;

. Create free trade zones in regions located along the border;

. Increase mutual investments with greater involvement of the private

sector.
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Cooperation of Azerbaijan and Iran in the
context of regional security

Farhad Mammadov*

Introduction

In 1991, the three South Caucasus countries became independent
nations. The first years of their independence coincided with inter-state
conflicts, disintegration, devastating economic crisis and explosion of
hundreds of thousand IDPs and refugees. In this environment, Azerbaijan,
Géor.glza and Armenia started to pursue their foreign policies with divergent
priorities, trajectories and mechanisms. The three countries of the region
have pursued three different behavioral trends by choosing different
pla'tforms of integration to military-political blocks, economic and customs
unions or abstaining from joining them and building mutually beneficial
bilateral relations. Currently the South Caucasus, being trapped in the
middle of Eurasian continent, with the territory of 186 thousand square
!<m and a population of 16 million is too much divided to be called as one
integrated region in political and economic terms. Georgia has become
devoted aspirant in its integration to Euro-Atlantic political-military and
economic institutions, Armenia had to join CSTO, Eurasian Economic
Union and Custom Union, Azerbaijan has pursued mutually beneficial
cooperation with immediate neighbors and geopolitical centers, at the
same time, not becoming a member of any political-military and customs
union, giving priority to bilateral relations.

Russia, Iran and Turkey, the immediate neighbors of the South
Caucasus region, have historically been the main rivals and are still
directly and indirectly involved in the security architecture of the region.
All three neighbors have imperial past and on different historical periods,
the region was used to be part of these empires, a battleground of bloody
competition and rivalry among different powers, and the post imperial
traumas and historical contexts are sometimes exploited in the light of
modern power politics and rivalry over the region. The vision for the

25 Director, Center for Strategic Studies under the Republic of President of Azerbaijan. mfarxad@yahoo.com
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relations among neighbors through the lenses of historical rivalry and
wars is still a main obstacle for all constructive approaches to resolutions
of problems and implementation of full-fledged policies in the region.
On the other hand, exclusively historical narratives and approach to
modern affairs in the region do not take into account the modern realities,
existence of independent countries in the region, the interests of which
do not always converge with the positions of more powerful countries of
the region.

The immediate neighbors of the region that can affect the region are
relatively balanced in a very fragile equilibrium of stability, a subtle
struggle of regional power politics and aspirations of preserving national
sovereignty. Along with this, each neighbor have expectations from the
region that vary from maximalist to which can be called as “red lines”,
crossing of which might lead to new conflicts and intensification of existing
conflicts. Azerbaijan’s policies aim to tackle the following challenges to
regional security: first, it wants to prevent the clash of regional powers,
as well as global powers, such as Russia, Turkey and Iran, in the Eurasian
heartland. Azerbaijan wants these regional powers to maintain good
relations and productive cooperation through peaceful competitive means,
not through aggressive confrontation that might transform the whole region
into a battleground.® In fact, people in this region have tragic memories of
confrontation among these regional powers.

Due to geography and history, Russia, Turkey and Iran adjoin the
region, but neither has a long border with all three South Caucasus
countries (with the exception of Turkey’s 16 km-border with Azerbaijan’s
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, which, in turn, has no land link with
mainland Azerbaijan). Thus, in order to follow full-fledged policy with
all three countries of the region, the neighboring regional powers have
to use the territory of the third country, which creates conditions for
interdependence. Or in order to implement any project in the region, there
has to be cooperation between at least two of the three countries.

Besides, if we look at the patterns of relations we will find the following

pictures:

% Farhad Mammadov, Can Central Asia Be a Broker for the Syria Conflict?, April 12, 2017, http:/nationalinterest.
org/feature/can-central-asia-be-broker-the-syria-conflict-20146
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Russia (+2) = Armenia (+1, ally) + Azerbaijan (+1, strategic partner) -
Georgia (-1, no relation);

Turkey (+2) = Azerbaijan (+1, strategic and almost allied relations) +
Georgia (+1, strategic partner) - Armenia (-1, no relation);

Iran (+3) - has economic and political relations with all the countries of
the region. Iran’s relations with the countries of the South Caucasus look
like more ideal and preferable, however, Iran does not have any alliances
in the region, military bases or any strategic relationships yet.

This picture misses one important point of economic potential and
relative capacity of the South Caucasus countries. The most important
and core country of the South Caucasus is Azerbaijan, which is the driver
of all regional integration, strategic transit and energy infrastructure and
economic activities. Even after some economic hardships after the dramatic
fall of energy prices Azerbaijan maintains its economic dominance in the
region. In 2016 Azerbaijan’s GDP was 37,556 billion, Georgia’s GDP was
14,222 billion and Armenia’s GDP was 10,449 billion USD.?’ In other
words, approximately 60 percent of the South Caucasus’ total economy is
concentrated in Azerbaijan.

Regional cooperation

Azerbaijan actively works on the development of different regional
formats. Azerbaijan has launched the trilateral formats in its regional
policy: the Azerbaijan-Georgia-Turkey, Azerbaijan-Turkmenistan-
Turkey and the Azerbaijan-Iran-Turkey triangles.® Another important
format is Azerbaijan-Russia-Iran. In 2016 we had ministerial meeting
and the meetings of the presidents of these three countries in Baku. The
development of cross-regional transportation routes is a core focus of all
these formats.?® Azerbaijan has already built a railway line all the way
up to its southern border with Iran, where it will be connected with the
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27 ”lntem'ational Monetary Fund, World Economic and Financial Surveys World Economic Outlook Databas¢
: w.imf. m; i
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Iranian Rasht—Astara railroad network and provided Iran with 500 million
USD credit for construction of Rasht-Astara railroad.”” In 2016, the
developments along the North-South dimension will be equally important
for Azerbaijan as well as for Iran and broader Eurasian continent and global
trade. As President Aliyev noted on April 9, Azerbaijan is actively working
on both East-West and North—South transport corridors, which will make
Azerbaijan a strategic juncture for a number of important inter-regional
transit routes.

As mentioned, the new and perspective direction in our cooperation is
transportation. Historically, our countries have always been on the main
traffic arteries of the East-West. On the Eurasian continent China has been
launching “One belt one road” initiative and the southern route passes
through our territories. Iran, as well as Azerbaijan actively participate as
transit countries; while also intending to utilize the potential of railways
for boosting export potential. 2015 saw important developments for
establishing “One belt, one road” transit corridor through the South
Caucasus, an overland network of road and rail lines connecting markets
in East Asia with Europe. The first Europe-bound cargo train from China
passed through the South Caucasus after arriving at the International Baku
seaport on August 3, 2015.

On August 2016, in Baku the North-South transit route was discussed
by Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia, in which India is also greatly interested. In
addition, to North-South project, there is a great and promising opportunity
for Azerbaijan and Iran- in the South-West transportation project that
both countries work on. Thus, the cooperation in transportation creates
conditions and infrastructure for mega regional projects in the interests of
Azerbaijan and Iran.

Low oil prices make the development of the non-oil sector of the economy
and exports a vital necessity for both Iran and Azerbaijan. Therefore, more
than ever, Iran and Azerbaijan have to seek new possibilities of economic
development and cooperation in the region, since the sustainable economic
prosperity is not possible in one given country without multilateral
cooperation with neighbors. Our countries understand these changing and

i
30 Azerbaijan, Iran agree on funding for Rasht-Astara railway construction, September 21, 2017, https:/www.
azernews.az/business/119282 html
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challenging realities, invest in the regional cooperation and projects that
will contribute economic development and trade, and facilitate economic
and political interdependence. Only multilateral cooperation in the region
and economic development can make everybody better off, guarantee
peace and stability in the region.

It is evident from the experience of other regions of the world that the
more countries become interconnected economically and interdependent,
the more peace, stability, economic progress, political consensus and
compromise come to that region of that world. Economic interdependence
lowers the likelihood of war by increasing the value of trading over
the alternative of aggression: interdependent states would rather
trade than invade. The high trade levels promote domestic prosperity,
thereby lessening the internal problems that push leaders into conflicts;
interdependence helps to foster increased understanding between peoples,
which reduces the misunderstandings that lead to conflicts; trade alters
the domestic structure of states, heightening the influence of groups with
a vested interest in peaceful trade; and trade has the “spill-over” effect
of increasing political ties between trading partners, thus improving the
prospects for long-term cooperation®'.

The main indicator of the level of bilateral relations between two
countries is trade turnover, unfortunately, which was not too high and it
was only 123 million US dollars in 2015%. The lifting of sanctions against
Iran and election of Hassan Rouhani as a president of Iran opened a new
page in the relations between Azerbaijan and Iran*. In 2016 bilateral trade
almost doubled and reached to more than 210 million US dollars*. And
now we witness the growing trend of trade and economic interactions.
Our relations have huge potential both in public and in private sector and
the end of sanctions against Iran must create more opportunity to increase
the trade turnover several times. In 2016 relevant documents were signed
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31 Copeland D. C. (1996), Economic Interdependence and war, International Security Vol.20, No. 4, p.-8.

32 Geo-economic atlas of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Center for Strategic Studies under the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, March 2017, http://sam.az/uploads/PDF/annual%20reports/2015-16%20kitablar/Geo®:20
Economic%20Atlas.pdf

33 Iran president urges enhanced relations with Azerbaijan, May 29, 2017, hitp://www. %
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34 Rouhani: Iran prioritizes ties with Azerbaijan and Russia, April 11, 2017, hitps:/Www.azemews
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by ministries of communications and information technologies, agencies
responsible for standardization, national banks, railways and customs
services that will facilitate economic relations between our countries.
Azerbaijan is interested in strengthening relations with Iran since as
President Ilham Aliyev underlined the development of non-oil sector in
the economy is priority and Azerbaijan is doing everything to increase its
export of non-oil goods and products. In this context, the relations with the
immediate neighbors have strategic significance.

Security

Implementation of integration projects is not possible without stability
and predictability. One of the fundamental principles of Azerbaijan’s
policy is that it has not been and will not be battle ground of superpowers.
At the same time Azerbaijan pursues the policies to prevent conditions for
influencing its domestic political development since outmost goal of these
attempts is to influence and shape the foreign policy of Azerbaijan.

The next principle of foreign policy of Azerbaijan which is based on
previous one is that there cannot be any threat to the immediate neighbors
of Azerbaijan originating from Azerbaijan and the countries of the region
should not be a threat to each other. This principle is voiced by all nations
of the world, however only time and experiences demonstrate the true
commitments of states to this principle. In the past 25 years Azerbaijan
has been able to demonstrate to its neighbors that it is sincerely committed
to this principle. Azerbaijan’s consistent commitment on Caspian Sea
security that it cannot and will not be opened to states which are not littoral
for any military and security reasons and the Caspian Sea should be a space
for cooperation are only one of few examples in the mentioned principle.

There have never been any threat originating from Azerbaijan to the
security of Iran, and Azerbaijan is one of the most stable and secure
neighboring countries of Iran which is surrounded by numerous conflicts
and unstable regions. And even during the most difficult times and hostile
relations with the West when some experts forecasted the imminent
conflict, Azerbaijan consistently declared and assured Iran that the territory
of Azerbaijan would never be used in any attack and aggression against
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Iran. Furthermore, Azerbaijan has always supported the Iran’s rights to
the nuclear capabilities. There is mutual understanding and appreciation
of importance the security and stability in these countries, thus, it is nota
coincidence that Iranian president Hassan Rouhani said that Iran considers
the security and progress of Azerbaijan as its own®. Bilateral relations are
a priority for Azerbaijan who does not sacrifice its bilateral relations to the
third countries. It enables us to cooperate with countries which do not have
bilateral relations, to maintain stability in the region, to maintain patience
and not to fall into emotional breakdown during the conflict between the
countries which are neighbors and strategic partners of Azerbaijan.

Thus, bilateral relations with neighbors, establishing mutually
interdependent relations and realization of economic projects are priorities
of foreign policy of Azerbaijan. In this context, the relations with Iran for
Azerbaijan play very significant role and detrimental to some extent.

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev evaluating our bilateral relations
said that “We are very happy that Iranian-Azerbaijani relations are on the
rise and developing successfully and rapidly. Our relations have very solid
background. For centuries, our people lived and created together. We are
united by history, culture, common past and religion. Our relations are built
on this solid background and now Iranian-Azerbaijani relations reached to
the level of strategic partnership®.”

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is the main threat to stability, all
promising regional projects, economic development and welfare of people
in the broader region, negotiations on which has not yielded any results
yet. The co-chairing countries of the OSCE Minsk Group are trying to
replace substantive negotiations with discussions on the development of
mechanisms for monitoring the line of contact with a view to nullifying
the possibility of escalation. Thus, they contradict themselves when, on the
one hand, the status quo is declared inadmissible, and on the other hand,
everything is done to strengthen the current situation to freeze the conflict.
On the one hand, the fact of occupation of the territories of Azerbaijan is
recognized, and on the other hand, nothing is done to explain to Armenia
that it is on the wrong side of history, to punish the aggressor. Sanctions

e ) O (TS NTRINE
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have not been applied, the entire arsenal of international legal mechanisms
that these same states apply to other states and against each other in
different regions of the world is not used. The continuing occupation of the
territories of Azerbaijan is also a threat to security of Iran since as a result
of the occupation there appeared territories on the borders of Iran where
there is an ideal opportunity for any activity of transnational criminal
activities like drug and weapon smuggling and human trafficking.

THE RESULTS OF ARMENIAN AGGRESSION
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Armenia’s military provocation in April 2016 and Azerbaijan’s response
demonstrated that despite all the efforts of the mediators, the conflict is not
frozen and the possibility of repetition of the provocation from Armenia
always exists, as well as the countermeasures of Azerbaijan. The President
of Azerbaijan stressed that this was not a large-scale military operation of
Azerbaijan and we did not show even a tenth of our military potential. The
April escalation also showed how the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict affects
the region and integration projects where Armenia (CSTO and Eurasian
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Union) participates, when the claims of Armenia were not supported by
the states-participants of these unions. The military actions in April also
demonstrated that the potential for conflict and influence on the region
through conflict is also exhausted. The region has implemented or is in
the process of completing everything that could and was planned to be
implemented at the very beginning of the conflict’s eruption.

Conclusion

Historical, cultural, linguistic and geographical proximity of our
countries dictate its own conditions of peaceful coexistence and building
equal and mutually beneficial relations. Quarter of century of peaceful
coexistence of our countries has demonstrated that all stereotypes which
our foes wanted to implant have not reached its goals. Dynamics of our
bilateral relations among leaders of our countries, relevant state agencies,
expert communities and representatives of culture demonstrate the high
level of relations. The Intergovernmental Commission is one of the
most effective mechanisms to promote the deepening of partnership. An
important factor in the relations is also the human factor, in other words,
people-to-people contacts.The increasing number of visits of citizens of
Iran and Azerbaijan as tourists is also a very promising and positive trend

Unfortunately, not all the countries of the South Caucasus pursue the
truly realistic foreign policy in the interest and welfare of their people
and react differently to the expectations of their neighbors, try to us¢
internal resources to achieve their own goals: in Azerbaijan the society
is being consolidated around the national goals voiced by President
Ilham Aliyev: restoration of territorial integrity, independence and
economic development; Armenia with its aggressive policies puts itself
in the deadlock by surrounding its independence and sovereignty to the
unrealistic, maximalist and nationalist dreams and expectations of the
powerful diaspora in the West and supranational military-political and
economic structures; Georgia, cooperating with Azerbaijan, also seek 10
gain the support of NATO and the EU. Only Azerbaijan’s foreign policy
in the past 20 years which was coined as “balanced and multivectoral”
based on the assumption that the true independence, economic prosperity
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and political stability can be maintained only through broader regional and
multilateral cooperation that interconnect parties sometimes are in state of
conflict in different parts of the world.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the West has also become an
integral part of power politics in the region. The energy resources and
transit opportunities to the Central Asia and East have drawn the interest
of Western players to the region. Now we also already see growing
activity and penetration of new players into the region — China and India
_ which will make the geopolitical competition in the future even more
complicated, which also means that in the near future more than ever
the regional cooperation and integration will be necessary for economic
development and stability.
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Trilateral and Multilateral Cooperation Formats
of the Azerbaijan - Iran relations

Cavid Valiyev”

Introduction

Membership to the regional and international organizations is one of the
main priorities of Azerbaijan’s foreign policy. First reason for membership
is to strengthen independence and sovereignty, while the second reason is
to foster international and regional cooperation within the framework of
membership, and the third reason is to raise the issue of the occupation of
Azerbaijan’s territories in the various platforms.

Due to the reasons mentioned above, Azerbaijan cooperates with its
southern neighbour Iran within the different organizations. One can
evaluate the Azerbaijan-Iran multinational and organizational cooperation
on the two different platforms. First, regional and international platforms
such as UN and Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO), Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the
Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia
(CICA). Azerbaijan and Iran actively cooperate in the framework of three
of them: ECO, OIC and NAM.

Azerbaijan became a member of the United Nations in 1992 and Iran
supported the former’s UN membership bid. After Azerbaijan became
member of the OIC in 1991, the organisation adopted many resolutions
regarding the occupation of Azerbaijan’s territories and all of them supported
by Iran. Islamophobia, radicalism, solidarity and common identity are the
main issues in the agenda of OIC and both states may cooperate on these
issues. Azerbaijan became member of ECO in 1992, which was established
by Iran, Turkey and Pakistan in 1985. This organization plays an important
role in economic, energy and transportation matters between Azerbaijan
and Iran.

The NAM created during the Cold War by the representatives of third

T a—————
37 Head of Foreign Policy Analysis Department, Center for Strategic Studies under the President of Republic of
Azerbaijan, e-mail: cavid.veliyev@sam.gov.az
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world countries against the Warsaw Pact and NATO. Iran became member
of the NAM after the Islamic Revolution, while Azerbaijan became the
member in 2011. The membership to NAM precludes a member from
joining other military blocs; and neither Azerbaijan nor Iran is a member
of any military organizations performing in the region.

Meanwhile, Azerbaijan and Iran cooperate in the framework of trilateral
platforms such as “Azerbaijan-Iran-Turkey” and “Azerbaijan-Iran-Russia”.
Basically, these two trilateral cooperation formats differ from each other.
Azerbaijan-Iran-Turkey trilateral relations are based on the restoring trust
and confidence after the tension in the relations, Azerbaijan-Iran-Russia
trilateral relations are basically based on the implementation of the North-
South transport corridor project.

Trilateral and multilateral cooperation cover many spheres of the
Azerbaijan-Iran relations. The article examines the relations between
Azerbaijan and Iran in the framework of trilateral and regional organizations
such as OIC, ECO and NAM. The cooperation under the UN and CICA
was not analysed in the context of this article.

c 8 c pes
z o o v e o S % o = [
Organizations s 3 ] g g 3 E 'ﬁ g ; £ @ 2
= w
Russia X X X X X
3
iz
Turkey X X X X X X b § X
8 v
Iran X X X X X
Azerbaijan X X X X X X X EaP PIP
Georgia X X EaP PP
Armenia X X X X X EaP PiP

Organizations in the South Caucasus and member states from the region

Cooperation in the framework of Organization of Islamic
Cooperation

After regaining its independence, Azerbaijan launched its first
diplomatic relations with Muslim countries and became member of
the OIC in December 1991. The development of cooperation between
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Azerbaijan and the OIC is a priority direction in Baku’s foreign policy and
has a strategic importance. Thus far, numerous important meetings and
events of the OIC were organized in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan has initiated
the creation of new institutions such as the “ECO Youth Forum”, the “OIC
Labor Center”, and the “Association of Journalists of the Member States
of the OIC”, which contributes to the strengthening of Islamic solidarity.
In 2015, Baku hosted 12" session of the General Conference of the Islamic
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO). Prior to the
ISESCO General Conference, Baku also hosted the 36th session of the
Executive Council of the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization on November 23-24.

‘ Azerbaijan made a lot of endeavours to maximize the role of OIC as an
international actor. Azerbaijan, as a temporary member of the UN Security
Council for the period 2011-2013, has made and implemented a number
of proposals that served the interests of the Islamic world. For instance,
Azerbaijan, along with the initiative to host a high-level international
conference on combating terrorism, has also undertaken a high-level
meeting on the expansion of cooperation between the UN and the OIC.
The meeting of the ministers of culture of the Council of Europe’s member
states was held in Baku in 2008, with the participation of the representative
of OIC. Meanwhile, the ministers of the Council of Europe were also
invited to the ministerial meeting of the OIC member states in Baku in
2009. Azerbaijan pursues this kind of policy to bring the OIC together with
international organizations such as the Turkic Council. On September 10,
2017, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Turkic
Council and the OIC in Astana.

OIC was established in 1969 and its main aim is to bring all Muslim
states’ position together regarding the Palestinian problem. Unfortunately,
the OIC has failed to represent the Muslim world on a global scale in order
to adopt a common position on conflicts in the Muslim world, such as
the Palestinian problem, Kashmir, Bosnia, Nagorno-Karabakh and others.
Azerbaijan supports creation of the Palestinian state, the capital of which
should be East Jerusalem and also the resolution of Kashmir conflict
according to the UN Security Council Resolutions.*® In 2013, Azerbaijan

38 Azerbaijan Backs State of Palastine, http://news. les/politics/39371, htp:/news.az/articles/politics’39371 (29. 062011}
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hosted the founding conference of the Islamic Financial Security Network
for aid to the Palestinian state and the donor conference for supporting the
development of the city of Al-Quds.*

The OIC adopted many resolutions supporting territorial integrity
and sovereignty of Azerbaijan, which have also been supported by Iran.
Particularly, the document titled “Armenian aggression against Azerbaijan”
was adopted at the summit of the heads of states and governments in Tehran
in 1997.

Armenian occupation is directed against not only people or territories
of Azerbaijan, but also against the Islamic cultural heritage, mosques
and monuments. The OSCE missions dispatched to the occupied lands
revealed the mass destruction of the area, including 10 mosques. The
resolutions adopted during the 30th (in Iran 2003) Session of the Council
of the Foreign Ministers of the OIC strongly condemned the barbaric acts
committed by the Armenian aggressors in the Republic of Azerbaijan
aiming at the total annihilation of the Islamic historic and cultural heritage
in the Azerbaijan’s occupied territories.* In this regard, Iran and Azerbaijan
with other friendly countries can prepare a common report regarding the
Islamic cultural monuments and mosques in the framework of OIC and
Iranian experts may raise these issues in the international arena.

Despite the OIC resolutions, some member countries still continue
political and economic cooperation with Armenia. Azerbaijan’s President
llham Aliyev mentioned Azerbaijan's concern in Astana, Kazakhstan
during the OIC’s First Summit on Science and Technology of Organization
of Islamic Cooperation where he said that Armenia, a country which
destroyed Azerbaijani mosques, cannot be a friend of Muslim countries.*!

There are numerous issues that OIC members have been facing and
almost all, such as Islamophobia, radicalism, extremism, terrorism, are of
common interests. Radicalism and extremism are two main problems that

39 Nasir Abdul Kerim, Falastin-Azarbaycan: qardaghq va dostluq fizarinda qurulmug miinasibatlor, http;/newtimes.
az/az/politics/4913/

40 The Destruction and Desecration of Islamic Historical and Cultural Relics and Shrines in The Occupied
Azerbaijan Territories Resulting from the Aggression of the Republic of. Armenia Against the Republic of Azerbaijan,
Resolution NO. 3/43-C on Protection of Islamic Holy Places, http:/www.oic-oci.org/subweb/cfm/43/en/docs/

fin/d3cfm_res_cs_en.pdfip. 16.
41 [lham Aliyev attended First Summit on Sci and Tech
Astana, http://en.president.az/articles/25168 (10 September 2017)

ic Cooperation in
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Islamic world face from Pakistan to Syria. All these problems occurred
around the neighbouring countries of Iran and Azerbaijan, which have a
direct negative influence on their security and foreign policy too.* Both
states face another sort of radicalism and extremist activities in their
territories. Thus, the strategy to struggle against the extremism, radicalism
and terrorism can be evolved by developing an academic as well as an
intellectual discourse. In this sense, Iranian and Azerbaijani academics and
intellectuals may cooperate to develop a discourse envisaging a struggle
against the similar problems in the Islamic world.

Another important problem has been the rise of Islamophobia in the
Western countries. “Islamophobia” can be defined as hostility toward
Muslims and the religion of Islam in general. It is unfortunate that a section
of the global media and vested groups have chosen to stigmatize Muslims
as terrorists and extremists. There is, therefore, an urgent need for the
international community to develop an awareness to counter this unholy
campaign and muster the necessary political will to take a collective action
to counter Islamophobia for the sake of peaceful coexistence of people of
all faiths and cultural backgrounds. Azerbaijan did a lot to introduce the
[slamic culture to the world. President Aliyev mentioned that Azerbaijan
wants to demonstrate to the world that Islam is a religion of peace and
compassion.* Azerbaijan has actively participated in the opening of the
“Islamic art” section of the Louvre Museum. This section contains the works
of architecture, art and other cultural expressions of Islamic civilization.
During the 6th Conference of ministers of culture of member states of the
OIC held in Baku in 2009, Nakhchivan was declared a “Capital of the
Islamic Culture” in 2018.

The 2017 was declared a year of Islamic Solidarity in Azerbaijan. In the
same year Azerbaijan organized the “Islamic Solidarity Games” in Baku.
Moreover, a joint conference on Islamic solidarity and Iranian-Azerbaijani
friendship has been launched in Tehran.* Azerbaijan and Iran may organize

42 Atleast 12 killed in Pair of terrorist attacks in Iran, https:/www.nytimes.com/2017/06/07/world/middlecast
iran-parli ttack-khomeini leum.htmi?mcubz=0

43 Wa_ter tour of the IV Islamic Solidarity Games “Baku-2017" started from the Caspian: President of Azerbaijan
Itham Aliyev attended the ceremony, Khalg Newspaper -2017, 6 April - Ne 70.-S.1-2.

44 Conference on Islamic solidarity and Iranian-Azerbaijani friendship kicks off in Tehran https:/azertag.az/ea
xeber/Conference_on_Islamic_solidarity and_Iranian_Azerbaijani_friendship_kicks off in_Tehran-1083651
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such kind of conferences in the framework of trilateral relations with other
Muslim countries in order to foster the solidarity among the Muslim states
and to introduce the real Islamic culture.

Different sects have prevented the creation of a common identity around
the OIC member countries. Especially the competition between Saudi
Arabia and Iran has been impressive in their approaches to the Middle
East and general problems of the Islamic world. Neither sectarianism,
nor political administrative diversity should be a barrier for cooperation
between countries, and nor states should interfere in each-other’s internal
affairs. The friendly cooperation between Azerbaijan and Iran despite their
different political systems, can be an example for other countries to develop
the cooperation on the issues of mutual interests. Meanwhile, Azerbaijan
has pragmatic relations both with Iran and Saudi Arabia.

If all member countries could achieve a “common identity” pivoted
around Islamic notions, the promotion of economic and political
cooperation would not be difficult. There are should be solidarity in the
world. Azerbaijan’s President [lham Aliyev and Iran’s President Hassan
Rouhani have called for cooperation in offering an aid to Rohingya
Muslims living in Myanmar. The two presidents, speaking in the margin of
the OIC summit on science and technology in Astana, Kazakhstan, stressed
the importance of taking action to put an end to the violence against the
Rohingya. Azerbaijan has sent 100 tons of humanitarian goods to Myanmar.

Azerbaijan is a civil, multi-ethnic and multi-religious state. Azerbaijan
is an example of a modern Muslim country that contains different
manifestations of Islam, preserves Islamic diversity and higher Islamic
values. Ethnic and religious tolerance has been advocated at the state
level and the government of Azerbaijan provides equal opportunities
and equal rights as well as peaceful and comfortable living for religious
and ethnic minorities. Muslim and non-Muslim Azerbaijanis have lived
in a peace and harmony with peoples of various religious and ethnic
backgrounds for centuries. By marking International Day of Tolerance
(November 16), many believe that Azerbaijan can serve as a good
example of ethnic and religious tolerance for the contemporary world,
which is full of intolerance. Azerbaijan has good relations with both Shia
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and Sunni states.

Azerbaijan plays an important role in promoting inter-cultural and inter-
civilization dialogue between the Islamic world and the West, including
through the World Forum on Intercultural Dialogue held in Baku since
2011 and 7" Global Forum of the Alliance of Civilizations held in Baku on
25-27 April 2016.%

The participation of women in all spheres of state affairs equally, in
political, economic, social, cultural or religious ones, is noteworthy. In
Azerbaijan and Iran, the women participation in all spheres of the state
and government is on the high level. Therefore, Iran and Azerbaijan can
cooperate in this area in order to promote role of women in OIC countries.

Cooperation in the Economic Cooperation Organization

The Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) was established
in 1985 as a continuation of the Organization for Regional Cooperation
for Development established in 1964, with the aim to increase regional
economic cooperation between Iran, Turkey and Pakistan. The ECO’s goal
is to expand economic, technical and cultural ties in the region. In this
context, the ECO targets expansion of transport and trade relations between
the countries for the last 32 years and has implemented several projects
in the area of energy, trade, transport, agriculture and drug smuggling.*
The ECO’s Cooperation Strategy has identified three areas of cooperation
between the member states: Trade, Transport and Communications, and
Energy.”’

Azerbaijan joined the organization in 1992 together with Afghanistan
and other Central Asian states that gained independence from the USSR.
Azerbaijan hosted two Summits of the ECO in 2006 and 2012 and took
over the ECO’s presidency at its last summit in Baku in 2012. Azerbaijan
is the shareholder of the ECO Bank. In the ECO Summit in Baku in 2012,
President Ilham Aliyev said Azerbaijan was determined to take an active
part in the economic projects. The ECO has created opportunities for

45  The Forty-third Session of the Council of the Foreign Ministers of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (Session
of Education and Enlight : Path to Peace and Creativity) held in Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan, on 18-19 October,
2016 (17 - 18 Muharram 1438H) , hitp://www.oic-oci.ong/subweb/cfim/43/en/docs/fin/43cfm_res_cs_en.pdf

46  Brief Introduction about Economic cooperation Organization, http://www.eco.int/in2.htm

47 Economic Cooperation Strategy For The Eco Region, http://www.eco.int/MainMenu/Documents.htm#D
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Azerbaijan’s economic cooperation with neighbouring countries.

ECO is a platform for Iran to develop its economic and trade ties with
the regional states and to reduce the impact of sanctions imposed by the
West. This organization has had an opportunity to establish economic and
political ties with Iran and Azerbaijan and Central Asia to boost regional
cooperation.

The ECO’s Member States have signed a privileged trade agreement
in 1991 — the Cooperation Framework Agreement in 2000 and the Trade
Agreement in 2004. Consequently, trade turnover between member states
increased 8 times between 1994 and 2012. According to the figures of
2012, Turkey is among the ECO countries with 44.9% of trade turnover
and Iran with 18.6%, with the second place on the regional basis.** This
indicates that trade relations of Iran with the regional states have been
very useful for trade in the light of economic blockade. On the other
hand, Azerbaijan continues to invest in ECO countries. Azerbaijan has
invested billions of US dollars in Turkey and has provided $500 million
of loan to Iran for the construction of the Iranian section of the railway
between Azerbaijan and Iran.

The history of the ECO member countries comes from two different
blocks, and therefore the transport paths between them are quite limited,
and have had a negative impact on trade and economic relations between
them. Moreover, some of the member states of the ECO are land-locked
states. For this reason, the development of the transportation infrastructure
for access to the world markets is a crucial factor for the development of
mutual relations. Therefore, cooperation between Azerbaijan and Iran in
this area, provides transportation links with ECO countries, and provides
access to sea and global markets.

The Azerbaijani side sees the North-South and East-West corridors as
the main transportation and communication system of the ECO region and
is a key contributor to these projects. Gazvin-Rasht-Astara (Iran)—Asta.ra
(Azerbaijan) railway project between Iran and Azerbaijan is a major
segment of the North-South Corridor. With the completion of this railway
project, the ECO rail network will enable the European and Indian Ocean

48 Muhammed Ali and Noreen Mujahid, * An Analytical Study of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO):
Challenges and Perspectives. European Academic R h, Vol I1, Issue 11, February 2015, pp. 14031-14045. p. 14038
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network to be united.*

ECO established High Level Working Group on Gazvin-Astara Railway
corridor.® In 2013, the meeting of the first high-level working group of
the ECO on Gazvin-Rasht-Astara (Iran)-Astara (Azerbaijan) was held in
Baku. The meeting of the ministers responsible for railways of the ECO
was held in 2017.

Azerbaijan plays an important role to connect ECO countries in the
framework of not only the north-south transport corridor, but also the east-
west transport corridor. The Baku-Thbilisi-Kars railway, which Azerbaijan
is implementing in cooperation with other ECO countries, is open to the
access and disposal of other ECO countries too. This project will bring the
ECO countries closer.

The political significance of the ECO for Azerbaijan is quite high. First,
during the voting in the UN in 2011, the ECO member states, including
Iran, have supported Azerbaijan’s non-permanent membership to the UN
Security Council. Second, for Azerbaijan, the most important issue is to
keep the Nagorno-Karabakh issue in the agenda and to make decisions
that will support the settlement of the conflict within territorial integrity
of Azerbaijan. In this sense, the decisions taken by the ECO in favour of
Azerbaijan have also been supported by Iran. At the end of the ECO’S
10" Summit in Tehran in 2009, the Declaration emphasized the need for a
peaceful settlement of regional conflicts within the territorial integrity of
states.

Azerbaijan and Iran as a member of Non-Aligned Movement

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) was founded in September 1961. The
main commitments for membership in the NAM are as followings: the
candidate country should pursue independent internal and external policies:
support the independence movements (against the hegemonic powers); and
never engage in any military alliance in the conflict between major powers.
Moreover, if the NAM country agrees to deploy a large-scale military base
on its territory, the relevant agreement should not be within the framework
m&ganiution for Economic Co-operation, http://www.mfa.gov.az/content/752

50 4" High Level Working Group on Qazvin-Rasht-Astara Railway Corridor, http:/www.eco.int/Upcomming
Meetings/upcoming_events55.htm

- 136 -

AZERBAIJAN-IRAN COOPERATION: MAIN DIRECTIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES

of regional competitiveness of the great powers.*'

Both states are members of the NAM which plays an important role in
the foreign policy of two countries. Iran and Azerbaijan became a member
of this organization respectively after the 1979 Islamic Revolution and in
2011. In general, Iran and Azerbaijan have following goals in joining the
NAM:

1. In the official statements of the two states, an independent foreign
policy rhetoric is the priority;

2. Both countries are trying to receive support from member states of
the NAM in resolving foreign policy problems. Azerbaijan has sought the
support of the NAM member-states for the resolution of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict within the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the
country, and Iran was eager to receive a support for its nuclear energy
activities and to weaken sanctions imposed by Western countries.

3. Both countries defended the system of multilateral international
relations and, therefore, want the NAM to be strong.

The slogan of “Neither East Nor West” emerged in Iran’s foreign policy
after the Islamic Revolution, is similar to the modern foreign policy of
Azerbaijan. During the Summit in 2016 in Venezuela, President of Iran
Hassan Rouhani stressed that one of the urgent problems of today’s
international relations system is the continuation of the independence of
the smaller states against the pressure of the great powers.*

One of the main political goals of Iran in the NAM was to get either
individual or group support from the movement’s member-states in the
Board of the International Atomic Energy Agency. In the past years,
India, Pakistan, Egypt, Brazil, Cuba, as well as the strongest members
of the NAM, have also become members of the IAEA’s Board. The final
declaration adopted at the 2012 Non-Aligned Movement Summit in Tehran
has made a decision on two important issues that are closely related to
Azerbaijan and Iran. The NAM members have supported resolution of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict within the framework of territorial integrity
and sovereignty of Azerbaijan. On the other hand, a document calling for

§1  Members and other Participants of NAM Movement, https://mea.gov.in/Images/pdf/Members-and-other-

participants.pdf (14.04.2016).
52 Iran hands over NAM presidency Ve la, http://en.nhandan.com.vn/world/item/4633202-iran-hands-over-

nam-presidency-to-venezuela.html (18.09.2016).
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a global nuclear disarmament has supported Iran’s nuclear activities. The
document also called for the fight against Islamophobia and racism.*

On the other hand, NAM countries did not support economic sanctions
against Iran and continued trade and economic relations with Tehran,
which was very important for Iran when the sanctions imposed by Western
states targeted Iran’s economy. Azerbaijan, as a member of the NAM, did
not support the sanctions against Iran either. At the 16th Meeting of the
NAM held in Egypt on May 7-10, 2012, at the 16" Summit on August 26-
31, 2012 in Iran, at the 17" Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs held
in Algeria on May 28-29, 2014, and the documents adopted in the 17*
Summit of Heads of States and Governments in Venezuela on September
13-18, 2016 supported the position of Azerbaijan in resolving the
Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh conflict within the framework
of sovereignty, territorial integrity and internationally recognized borders
of states.*

It should be noted that Azerbaijan is against the deployment of military
bases of other states on its territory and the use of its territory against
neighbouring countries. During the official visit of the Azerbaijan’s Defence
Minister to Iran on May 14, 2005, an agreement was signed between the two
states to prevent the use of their territories by third countries against each
other.” The Military Doctrine, adopted in 2010, excluded the deployment
of foreign military bases in Azerbaijan’s territory, except for the cases
stipulated by international treaties which Azerbaijan was a party to.*

In general, Azerbaijan’s membership in the NAM has three main
implications for international politics. First, it neutralized the external
pressures addressed at Baku through the NAM over the time in order to
keep itself away from the pressures of regional organizations, engaged in
geopolitical struggles, and to join the smaller blocs in the South Caucasus.
Second, during this period, membership in the organizations such as the
EU, NATO and the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) and the Customs

53 NAM Backs Azerbaijan Integrity, https:/www.azernews.az/nation/43299.html (05.09.2012).

54 Jason E. Strakes, Azerbaijan and the Non-Aligned Movement: Institutionalizing the “Balanced Foreign Policy”
, IAl Working Papers, 15|11 May 2015.

S5 Azerbaijan, fran signed defence cooperation agreement, http:/www.kuna.netkw/ArticlePrintPage.
aspx?id=1565245&language=en

56 Military Doctrine of the Republic of Azerbaijan, http://www.mod.gov.az/doktrina.htm (08.06.2010).
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Union did not fit the interests of Azerbaijan. Because by being a member
of these organizations Azerbaijan could be simultaneously a part of the
competition between them. A membership to EEU is not in economic and
political interests of Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan has opted for pursuing an
independent foreign policy. Third, membership in the NAM has ceased
rumours that the country will join NATO or the CSTO.

Azerbaijani-Iranian cooperation on the Trilateral Platforms

Political and economic processes emerging around the Eurasian region
since the disintegration of the Soviet Union made the regional trilateral
cooperation necessary. Azerbaijan-Turkey-Georgia triangle that emerged
in the 1990s was a result of geostrategic and economic situation in the
region. Thus, regional tripartite form of cooperation of the States seeking
to coordinate their interests and to make quick decisions enhanced
cooperation between them that hitherto serves to create credibility and
accelerates the implementation of regional projects.

Iran and Azerbaijan are represented in two such regional triangles:
Azerbaijan-Iran-Turkey and Azerbaijan-Iran-Russia. However, both
the reasons for their creation and the expectations from these tripartite
cooperation formats were different.

Azerbaijan-Iran-Turkey Trilateral Cooperation

The first agreement on tripartite meetings between the foreign ministers
of the three countries was reached at the ECO Summit in Istanbul in 2010.
At the end of the Summit, the Joint Declaration of Foreign Ministers of
Azerbaijan, Iran and Turkey stated that they would strengthen political
consultations and hold regular trilateral talks.”” The first trilateral talks on the
level of Foreign Ministers were held on April 16, 2011 in Urmia (Iran), in
2012 in Nakhchivan (Azerbaijan), in 2014 in Van (Turkey), and in 2016 in
Ramsar (Iran). During those summits foreign ministers adopted declarations
on trilateral cooperation envisaging simplification of the visas, enhancing
cooperation among nations, increasing cooperation in security and at the

iddle-east/

s L e
§7  Iranian Leader Joins Regional Talks in Istanbul, hitps://english.aawsat.com/theaawsat/news

iranian-leader-joins-regional-talks-in-istanbul
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level of international organizations, organizing joint cultural programs,
cooperation between security and intelligence organizations of three
countries to combat terrorism, transnational organized crimes, trafficking in
arms and narcotics and human trafficking as well as migrant smuggling.

Today, there are factors in the political, economic, transport, energy
and security spheres that make the co-operation of the three countries
necessary. Foreign intervention in domestic and foreign policy of all
three states, the civil war that started in Syria and the increasing influence
of radical religious terrorist organizations are threatening the security
and the territorial integrity of all these three states. All three states
support independent foreign policy, which makes economic cooperation
indispensable. All three countries are located along the East-West transport
corridor, which creates opportunities for them on a regional and global
basis. The following opportunities can be utilized to develop their co-
operation for the next period:

Iran will be able to sell its products to the world market and increase
tripartite economic cooperation by participating in the energy and
transportation lines and the common projects of Azerbaijan and Turkey.
Possible connection of Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway with the Nakhchivan-
Julfa-Tabrizrailway in the future will facilitate the establishment of transport
links between the three countries, contributing to their cooperation. On the
other hand, the free economic zone to be created in Nakhchivan is also
important from the point of view of the future cooperation between these
three countries.

Ensuring stability and security in the region are in the interest of all
three states. In this regard, cooperation and discussions on defence and
security matters will promote the development of relations.

Trilateral cooperation should be supported by further collaboration
within the UN, the OIC, the Conference on Interaction and Confidence
Building Measures in Asia, and the ECO.

Azerbaijan-Iran-Russia Trilateral Cooperation

The first trilateral meeting between the foreign ministers of the two
countries was held in Baku on April 7, 2016 and ministers decided

.
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to organize the meeting of the presidents of the three countries. In this
context, the first meeting between presidents of three countries, Ilham
Aliyev, Hassan Rouhani and Vladimir Putin was held in Baku on August
8, 2016 and the second meeting was held in Tehran on November 1, 2017.
As a result of Baku meeting, a declaration for trilateral cooperation was
signed.*® The Declaration supports the cooperation in the fields of culture,
economy, security, transport, energy and regional issues of mutual interests
in a trilateral area. The emergence of trilateral cooperation has its own
certain reasons: to have a close relationship with Iran through Azerbaijan,
which is important for Russia, and to get the shortest access to the
Indian Ocean; accessing the world markets through regional energy and
transport lines that are the basis for Iran and the development of economic
cooperation with the region’s states; and it is important for Azerbaijan to
become a central transit country, to support the development of the non-oil
sector and to establish good relations with two strong neighbours and to
isolate Armenia from the regional projects.

Actually, in the regional context to cooperate with Azerbaijan is much
more profitable for Iran. Because, first, Azerbaijan pursues an independent
foreign policy. Secondly, Azerbaijan is geopolitically in the centre of
the South Caucasus region and without cooperating with Azerbaijan, no
one can be successful in this regard. Thirdly, Azerbaijan’s energy and
transportation infrastructure is much more developed and Baku itself
manages these projects unlike Armenia. And fourthly, Azerbaijan is a
reliable partner.

The one of the main tripartite cooperation areas, which is specifically
stated in the Declaration, is the North-South transportation corridor which
is supposed to link Russia, Azerbaijan and Iran, extending to the Indian
Ocean, to Mumbai, India. Two important events have been observed in the
acceleration of the North-South corridor line for many years: the first one
is China’s “One Belt One Road” Silk Road project in 2013; and the second
one is when Iran and six world powers signed an agreement on Tehran's

nuclear programme.
58 Declaration of Presidents of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian
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After completion of the railway between Azerbaijan and Iran, this line
can be extended to Nakhchivan. Thus, Azerbaijan may have a railway
connection with Iran from Nakhchivan. Compared with the construction
expense of the Kars-Nakhchivan railway, the line from Iran to Nakhchivan
may cost less money.

On the other hand, it is crucial to establish a transportation link
between regional states. This link enhances mutual cooperation between
states. However, it is possible to identify common tariffs and apply a
single window (for taxes) principle for this road. This experience is now
being applied between Ukraine-Georgia-Azerbaijan-Kazakhstan for more
effective operation of the Trans-Caspian transport link.

On the other hand, it is possible to include other countries in this
cooperation. For example, the Iranian-Azerbaijani-Georgian trilateral
cooperation may increase opportunities here. Pakistan may be interested in
participating in this line. For this purpose, the perspective of Azerbaijan-
Iran-Pakistan tripartite cooperation and ways of using Pakistan’s transport
lines can be explored.

Conclusion

Azerbaijan and Iran are against unipolar and bipolar world order,
because their geopolitical thinking is that in both world orders hegemonic
states pursue hegemonic policy. This kind of politics is against their
independent foreign policy strategy. To be member of independent regional
organizations or to create regional trilateral platforms is a part of their
independent foreign policies.

Politically all organizations that Azerbaijan and Iran included in were
created against the hegemonic attitudes of global states and none of the
global powers are members of these organizations. Also neither Azerbaijan
nor Iran is a member of organizations that may question their sovereignty
and independence. Both states are not members of any military bloc either.

Despite the fact that the governments of both countries are pro-
cooperation, some distrust still exists in their relations. They can
work together to eliminate this situation. In the past, during the Iran-
US geopolitical competition, Azerbaijan opted for not being a part of
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competition and never supported any economic sanctions or military
rhetoric against Iran. On the contrary, Azerbaijan during that escalation
signed defence agreement with Iran. Azerbaijan would be unhappy because
of any possible new US-Iran tension.

Azerbaijan’s relations with third parties are not directed against
its neighbours because neighbouring countries depend on each other
for ensuring their security. During Hassan Rouhani’s presidency, the
cooperation between two states has proved that cooperation is more
profitable for both sides than confrontation.
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Perspective of economic cooperation between Iran and
Azerbaijan: realities and opportunities

Orkhan Bagirov”

Introduction

In the early years of independence, Azerbaijan experienced deep
economic recession because of the chaos experienced in post-Soviet
countries, which were the main economic partners of Azerbaijan.
Azerbaijan lost its markets and did not have economic ties with other
countries. Along with economic issues Azerbaijan faced aggression from
its western neighbor Armenia which led to the Karabakh war. The war
ended with occupation of Azerbaijan territories by Armenia and ethnic
cleansing damaging its economic and human potential. This negative
situation necessitated building economic relations with other countries.

Because of the difficulty in reaching the remote markets of Europe and
Asia at that time, it was especially important for Azerbaijan to develop
efficient and advantageous economic relations with neighbors. Taking into
account the importance of these relations, the Azerbaijani government
began to develop relations with Iran making it one of the main economic
partners. At the early years of the independence of Azerbaijan, Iranian
businesses were one of the first ones to begin doing business by investing
in Azerbaijani economy. Azerbaijani economy was attractive for Iranian
businessmen because of the low production and transportation costs.

After 1990, a lot of memorandums and agreements were signed between
two countries, expanding cooperation between the two countries. In June
1991, cooperation memorandum on trade, agriculture and tourism industry
was signed®. In April 1992, cooperation memorandum on automobile
transportation, which served to develop bilateral economic relations, was
signed. As neighboring countries, it was important to develop automobile

59  Research fellow, Center for Strategic Studies under the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, orkhan

baghirov@sam.gov.az
60 S.H.Agayev, H.Taban. Prospects of Development of Mutual Economic Relations of the Republic of Azerbaijan
with the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baku, “Science Publishing House", 2007
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transportation infrastructure in order to maintain effective flow of goods
between Iran and Azerbaijan. Another agreement between Iran and
Azerbaijan was on international transportation which was signed in July
1993. Situated in the center of the transportation routes both Azerbaijan
and Iran had great opportunities as transit countries. This agreement
supported effective use of these opportunities strengthening economic ties
between Iran and Azerbaijan. After that, in December 1994, memorandum
on cooperation in industry sector was signed®'. This memorandum served
for creation of a joint-stock company between Iranian Tractor Mounting
Company and Machine Building Committee of Azerbaijan, in order to
export bus and microbus parts to Azerbaijan. Along with these contracts
and memorandums, other important agreements were also reached in
economic and other fields.

After Azerbaijan got its independence, economic relations of Iran and
Azerbaijan had a successful start. Azerbaijan and Iran endeavored to get a
new economic partner which is important both for geographical location
and economic potential. As a result of the efforts of these countries, already
in 1992, the proportion of import from Iran in total import of Azerbaijan
was 5.98 percent and the proportion of export to Iran in total export of
Azerbaijan was 15.43 percent®. It was just a beginning and in subsequent
years economic cooperation between Iran and Azerbaijan developed to

even higher levels.

Economic developments in recent history

Economic relations of Azerbaijan and Iran were unstable in terms of
trade volume in the last two decades. In the beginning of 90s, trade volume
between these countries had higher levels in comparison to the last ten
years. Trade turnover between Azerbaijan and Iran was 266.4 million US
dollars in 1995 and decreased to 64.5 million US dollars in 2000 (Table 1).
Despite the fact that Azerbaijani economy grew in the last two decades,
trade relations with Iran weakened. It is partly related to the fact that in
the early years of independence Azerbaijan did not have access to remote

61 Ibid
62 Ibid
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markets and Iran became one of the main trade partners. However, in the
next phase foreign trade relations of Azerbaijan developed, the number
of partners increased and Iran’s share in foreign trade diminished. The
proportion of turnover with Iran in total trade turnover of Azerbaijan
decreased from 20.4 percent in 1995 to 1.2 percent in 2016. Reduction was
higher, especially in export. At the same period proportion of export to Iran
decreased from 29.2 percent to 0.5 percent. In 1996, Iran had the biggest
share of the export of Azerbaijan. But until 2000, there was a huge decline
in export figures and Iran become twentieth country in the list of countries
which imported from Azerbaijan. Change in the volume of import from Iran
was more stable compared to export. Even though the proportion of import
from Iran in total import of Azerbaijan decreased about six times, from 12
percent to 2 percent between 1995 and 2013, after 2005, the volume of
import began to increase reaching 161.1 million US dollars in 2016.

Table 1. Trade relations of Azerbaijan Republic with Islamic Republic
of Iran (thousand US dollars)

1995 2000 2005 2010 2013 2015 20&}
Import 80332,2 | 56830,2 | 763184 | 118238,6 | 2076823 | 904554 161077.6J
Export 186087,9 | 76622 166468 | 124980,7 | 733474 34257 | 496838 |
Turnover 266420,1 | 64492,4 | 242786,4 | 243219,3 | 2810297 | 1247124 | 2107614 ‘
Balance 105755,7 | -49168 90149.6 6742,1 | -134335 | -561984 | -1 139AJ
Proportion in total import 12,0% 4,8% 1.8% 1,8% 1.9% 1,0% 1.9%
Proportion in total export 29,2% 0,4% 3.8% 0.6% 0.3% 0.3% 0.5%
Proportion in total turnover 20,4% 2,2% 2,8% 0.9% 0.8% 0.6% 1.2%

Source: State Statistical Committee of the Azerbaijan Republic

Proportion change of trade relations was also related to the change of
the structure of Azerbaijan economy. After 1994, when oil contracts were
signed, oil industry of Azerbaijan developed and oil became main product
of the export. The volume of oil products that is getting exported to Iran
is not high compared to the total export of oil products. Non-oil products
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also take significant part in the export to Iran, which also affects the share
of Iran in Azerbaijan’s foreign economic relations. As a result of these
changes in Azerbaijani economy, trade balance between Azerbaijan and
[ran was also affected. Compared to 1995, after 2013, trade balance had a
negative number due to the changing position of Azerbaijan from exporter
to importer in economic relations with Iran.

Based on the development level and changing economic structure of
Azerbaijan, types and the volume of traded goods have changed. When
analyzing the structure of trade relations with Iran in 2005 and 2014, the above-
mentioned trend becomes obvious. In 2005, Azerbaijan mainly imported
electricity from Iran which consisted 37.7 percent of total import from Iran
(Table 2). The surplus of generated electricity in Iran at that time gave chance
for Azerbaijan to import cheap electricity from its neighbor. The second most
imported product from Iran was ceramic tiles which made up 11.7 percent
of total import. In the same year, vegetable products such as potato and fresh
fruits took substantial part in import consisting 6.3 percent and 5.9 percent
of total import respectively. Buses and vehicles were also among the most
imported products, taking about 9 percent of the total trade with Iran.

Table 2. Structure of trade between Azerbaijan and Iran in 2005
(main products in thousand USD dollars)

import .Proportion in Export Proportion in
import export
Live animals 6074 1.6 22,5 0,001
Birds' eqgs 12739 3.4 0 0
Potato 23375 63 0 0
Fresh vegetables 1262,5 3.4 0 0
Fresh fruits 21931 59 0 0
Canned fruits and vegetables 202,4 0.5 10295.4 0,2
Tobacco 96,7 02 0 0
Natural borjomi sulfate 1430,8 38 0 0
Cement 14135 33 0 0
Oils and lubricants 752,8 2 0 0
Electricity 13921,6 377 16246,6 10,5
Pharmaceuticals products 4774 1.1 0 0
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Soap 1717 0.4 0 0
Washing preparations 555,4 1,2 0 0
Polyethylene 4625 05 18904 13
Plastic and articles thereof 602,8 1.6 0 0|
Footwear 842,6 2,2 0 0
Ceramic tiles 4349 1,7 0 0
Equipment for food industry 764,8 2 0 0 ‘
Buses 1513,9 4,1 0 0
Vehicles 1839,5 49 0 0
Engine gasoline 0 0 67610,4 4346
Diesel fuel 0 0 44535 29
Fuel oil 0 0 4067,1 26
Anticyclic alcohols 0 0 7552,3 0.2
Cotton 0 0 1650,8 1
Articles of iron and steel 0 0 28858,6 186
Processed aluminum 0 0 221633 143
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Table 3. Structure of trade between Azerbaijan and Iran in 2010 and
2014 (main products in thousand USD dollars)

2010 2014
% of % of % of % of
fport import i export ImpoFe import o sl export
Edible vegetables,
riols ahd tabEFs 7388,2 6,25% 0 0| 26179 1,78% 0 0
Edible fruit and
nuts, citrus fruit 10441 8,83% 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cereals 2821 2,39% 0 0 0 0 0 0
Residues and
waste from the food 0 0| 47071 | 3,77% 0 0 3987 | 10,11%
industries
Salt; sulphur; earths
and stone, lime and 38897 | 32,90% 0 0| 59115 | 40,17% 0 0
cement
Ores, slag and ash 0 0 0 0| 47469 | 3,23% 0 0

Source: S.H.Agayev, H.Taban. Prospects of Development of Mutual
Economic Relations of the Republic of Azerbaijan with the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Baku, “Science Publishing House", p.306

Unlike the import, there was substantial increase in the volume of
export to Iran in 2005 compared to previous years. Between 2000 and
2005, the export rose about 20 times. Growth was due to the increase in
the volume of exported fuel products such as engine gasoline, diesel fuel,
and fuel oil. Fuel products made about half of the export in 2005 (Table
2). Azerbaijan not only imported electricity from Iran, but also exported,
which consisted 10.5 percent of total export to Iran. Electricity took part
in both import and export because of the climate differences. As a result
of seasonal climate differences, peak demand periods differ between Iran
and Azerbaijan, which enables these countries to sell surplus of generated
electricity. Structure of export in 2005 was not highly diversified, as the
small number of products had great share in the export. Along with the
fuel products and electricity, Azerbaijan also exported articles of iron and
steel and processed aluminum, which took 18.6 percent and 14.3 percent
of export respectively.
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Mineral fuels,
minerals oils and 3470,5 2,94% | 32381 | 2591% | 34021 231% | 21363 | 54,16%

products of their

Inorganic chemicals,

compounds of 3695,5 3,13% 0 0| 35873 2,464% 0 0
precious metals
Fertilizers 0 0 0 0| 88514 | 601% | 9673 245%

:“:f:‘;'"" articles | yo.05 | 1308% | 42648 | 341% | 16126 | 10,96% | 6222| 1.58%

Rubber and articles

Wareot 29615 2,50% 0 0 0 0 0 0
Paper and

paperboard and 0 0 0 0 0 0| 7703 | 1.95%
their articles

Silk 0 0| 16501 | 132% 0 0 1902 | 4,82%
Man-made filament 0 0 0 0| 31 211% | 6415 | 1,63%
Carpets and

other textile floor 26123 2,21% 0 0| 3962,6 2,69% 0 0
coverings

Articles of stone,

plaster, cement, 2122 1,79% 0 0| 63742 | 4,33% 0 0
asbestos, mica

Ceramic products 0 0 0 0| 59456 4,06% 0 0
Glass and glassware 7533 6,37% 0 0 0 0 0 0
Iron and steel 0 0| 76393 | 61,12% | 2493,7 1,69% | 78731 | 19,96%
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Articles of iron and
steel 8

o

11109 | 089% | 23133 | 1,57% 0 o‘

Nuclear reactors,
mechanical 2963,6 | 2,5065% | 1026,8 | 0.82% | 47114 3,20% 0 0 ‘
appliances and parts '

Vehicle other than ‘
railway or tramway 0 0 0 72228 491% 0 0
rand parts ' 3 |

o

Source: State Statistical Committee of Azerbaijan Republic

In 2005, export took great part in trade turnover between Azerbaijan
and Iran, exceeding import about 90 million US dollars. However, as we
mentioned before, after the 2010, the volume of import began to increase
surpassing the export in next years. In 2010, export exceeded the import
only by 6.7 million US dollars. There were also changes in the structure of
the trade. In 2010, the most imported products were mineral products such
as cement, lime, salt which made up 32.9 percent of the total import (table
3). The increase in the level of imported mineral products was related
to the development of construction industry in Azerbaijan. Oil revenues
increased the demand for new homes and buildings, as the purchasing
power of population improved. The second most imported product in
2010 was plastic articles, which made up 13.1 percent of the total import.
Compared to 2005, share of plastic articles in import increased about eight
times. Fruits and vegetables kept their high share in the import as in 2005,
making up 15 percent of the total import from Iran. Compared to 2005,
in 2010, iron and steel replaced electricity as the most exported products.
Share of the iron and steel in export increased substantially, reaching 61
percent. Fuel products were among the most exported products even in
2010, which had share of 26 percent. Other product types such as waste
from food industries and articles of plastic also were in the list of the most
exported products, making up 7.2 percent of the total export.

The structure of the trade with Iran in 2014 was different from 2005
and 2010. Even though main imported products were the same, there
were noticeable differences in other imported product groups. In contrast
with 2005 and 2010, share of the vegetable products in import decreased
drastically from 15 percent to 1.8 percent. It was partly related to the
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development of agricultural sector in Azerbaijan. In the framework of
diversification strategy, important measures were taken for the development
of this sector. At the same time, development of agriculture sector
necessitated the import of fertilizers, which also took part in the import as a
new product. Along with fertilizers, other new group of imported products
such as ores, slag, ceramic products and vehicles together made up 15
percent of the total import. Unlike the import, there were no big changes
in the structure of export in 2014 compared to 2010. As in 2010, residues
from food industries, fuel products, iron and steel were mainly exported
products, making up more than 84 percent of the total export. The volume
of exported fuel products increased substantially reaching 21.3 million
USD dollars. Its share in the total export increased more than two times,
making up 54 percent of the total export. However, share of exported iron
and steel decreased, making up only 20 percent of the total export.

Along with mentioned developments, it should be noted that in recent
years sanctions of the United States of America and the European Union
against Iran after 2012 worsened economic development of the country.
Even though Azerbaijan never joined the sanctions against Iran, economic
downturn because of the sanctions also affected relations with Azerbaijan.
However, after the sanctions lifted in the beginning of 2016, it created new
opportunities for economic cooperation. Right after the sanctions lifted in
February, President of Azerbaijan visited Iran and signed 10 cooperation
documents. These documents mostly focus on the development of
cooperation in the economic areas such as trade, transit transport, tourism,
energy, agriculture and health care.

As we see, economic relations of Azerbaijan with Iran have changed its
character based on positive changes in Azerbaijani economy. In different
periods throughout 2000s, changes in development level of different sectors
and demand in the economy formed the nature of economic relations. As
Azerbaijan became the oil exporting country, fuel products were main
exported products to Iran in this period, making the structure of export
almost fixed despite big changes in the volume. Conversely, big changes
were observed in the structure of import and its level remained stable.
As a result import exceeded the volume of exports. Structural changes in
the import from Iran mainly happened because of the demand changes
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in the construction, agricultural and industrial sectors of the Azerbaijani
eco'nomy. Recent developments in the Azerbaijani economy and in the
T'egnon provide new opportunities both for Iran and Azerbaijan to cooperate
in non-oil sector, strengthening economic ties.

Opportunities

After the decline in trade relations between Iran and Azerbaijan in the
early 2000s, from 2005 economic relations began develop. As a result,
trade volume and the number of exported products increased, making
trade relations more diversified. Despite these developments, there are
stil‘l a lot of unused opportunities which could be beneficial for both sides.
Existence of these unused opportunities mostly related to the obstacles that
have political nature. One of the main obstacles is economic relations of
Iran with Armenia. Even though Iranian government supports territorial
sovereignty of Azerbaijan, it develops its economic relations with Armenia,
a country that occupied more than 20 percent of Azerbaijani territories.
Another obstacle that weakens economic relations is the dispute between
Iran and Azerbaijan on the international legal status of the Caspian Sea.
The Iranian side violates the territorial waters which used to exist during
the Soviet time, claiming on more territory. Three fields “Alov”, “Araz”,
and “Sharq”, which have oil and gas reserves, situated on that territory®.
Due to this situation, disputed fields remain unused. |

Despite the existence of these obstacles, it is important to develop
economic relations. Especially in present period of instability in the
‘world economy economic relations with neighboring countries becomes
!nc?vitable. As an oil exporting countries affected by low commodity prices
it is important both for Azerbaijan and Iran to increase level of non-oil
export and their markets can become important destination for non-oil
products. In the recent years Azerbaijan changed its economic policy
toward the diversifying economy in order to decrease dependence on oil
sector. However, its small market is not enough to replace oil income by
selling products in internal market. As Azerbaijan increases its non-oil
export to foreign markets Iran’s big market also can be beneficial.

63 Ibid
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One of the main areas of future cooperation can be agricultural sector.
The climate differences create good opportunities for trade in agricultural
sector. In most areas of its territory Iran has dry climate and do not have
fertile conditions to grow fruit and vegetables that grows up in northern
part of Azerbaijan. These products can be exported to Iran. There are also
opportunities to export citrus fruits to Iran from Azerbaijan’s southern part
which specialized in this sector and situated in the border with Iran. On
other hand, Iran has great experience in agricultural sector especially in
dry areas which can be useful for Azerbaijan for developing agriculture.
Sharing this experience and providing Azerbaijan with productive seed
types create potential for future cooperation.

Another sector in which there are opportunities to develop economic
relations is transportation. The geographical location both Iran and
Azerbaijan creates opportunities to become main coordinator of transport
corridors connecting Europe and Asia. Taking part in North-South
transport corridor Azerbaijan and Iran will help to increase speed of freight
transportation between Europe and Pacific Ocean countries. Some of the
important transport projects are already implementing. The construction
works of Rasht-Astara railway are continuing and it expected to be launched
in 2/019. Apart from connecting Azerbaijan’s and Iran’s railway systems,
this railway will increase both countries’ import and export operations and
trade turnover®. Along with North-South transport corridor Azerbaijan
is also important transit country in west-east transport corridor which also
creates opportunities for Iran to export its products to European market.
Another transport project which can increase mutual economic relations
is Baku-Thilisi-Kars (BTK) railway project which launched in October
2017. Connecting its railway network to BTK Iran will able easily reach
Georgian, Turkish and European markets. Before mentioned Rasht-Astara
railway can play linking role in connecting Azerbaijani and Iranian railway
networks. As a part of east-west transport corridor BTK creates a lot of
opportunities in the region. Being a transportation hub between Asia and
Europe both Iran and Azerbaijan become main players of “One Belt One
Road” project proposed by China. This project creates a lot of opportunities

64 Rabil K. Construction of Rasht-Astara railway to be launched this year. https://azertag.az/en/
xeber/_03 9Construction_of Rasht Astara_railway_to_be_launched_this_year 039-1 024897
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for participated countries. Cooperation of Azerbaijan and Iran in this
direction is important because of maintaining the integrity of the project in
the region. Development of cooperation in transport sector will enable both
countries increase their share in the global market and strengthen position
of the region in world economy.

Another economic sector in which cooperation can be profitable is
tourism. Beside the traditional tourism relations, cooperation of Iran and
Azerbaijan in this direction has specific character which originates from
ethnic, religious and cultural similarities. These similarities and family
ties to the Iranian citizens living in the northern part increases the interest
of people to travel to Azerbaijan and vice versa. As the tourism relations
develop it also supports development of service sector by increasing
transactions between these countries. Cooperation in transport sector
will also support development of tourism relations enabling comfortable
travel in both directions. Therefore, cooperation in different related sectors
can lead to comprehensive development of economic relations between
Azerbaijan and Iran.

Along with cooperation in above-mentioned sectors Azerbaijan can
act as a mediator for developing economic relations between Iran and
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). As Azerbaijan has close
economic relations with CIS countries it creates opportunity to export
Iranian products to those countries. Iran can play same role for Azerbaijan
in providing access to Persian Gulf. Taking into account that the price
of fuel products in Iran is cheaper which decreases costs of transporting
export products to east direction from the territory of Iran can be efficient
for Azerbaijan. Therefore, future cooperation of Azerbaijan and Iran can
increase export potential of both sides.
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Partnership between Azerbaijan and Iran on
transportation and transit

Mahir Humbatov"

Introduction

Collaboration between Azerbaijan and Iran on transportation and
increase of transit potential of both countries is mainly based on
International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC). According to the
Azerbaijani Presidential order in the frame of ““Azerbaijan 2020: Vision into
the future,” in order to boost the country’s competitiveness in the North-
South transport corridors appropriate steps are taken to decrease the cost
of cargo transportation in Azerbaijani territory, reduce the time of import
and export operations and transit, and simplify procedures. Implying these
changes will cause Azerbaijan to increase its potential to become a modern
and strategically important transit country.*”” The necessary reconstruction
work is carried out on the main railways, the rolling stock is updated
and transition to an alternative current in all railways is ensured in the
Azerbaijani territory. All the planned construction and renovation works are
obviously beneficial for the INSTC project. Admittedly, to have successful
results it is better for Azerbaijan to have proper infrastructure. That is why,
in the North-South transport corridor, the country’s road and transport
infrastructure will be brought in line with international standards.®

International North-South Transportation Corridor

The INSTC is a multimodal transportation system established by India,
Russia and Iran on September 12, 2000 in St. Petersburg.”” The INSTC is a
route from St. Petersburg to the port of Mumbai in India, with a total length

* Research Fellow, Center for Strategic Studies under the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, mahir humbatovi@
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of just under 4,500 miles (7,200 kilometers). The goal of this corridor is
to transport goods from India, Iran and other Persian Gulf countries to
Russia via the Caspian Sea and on towards Northern and Western Europe.
Currently, the flow of goods from India towards the European part of the
Russian Federation is provided by maritime transport. From St. Petersburg,
cargo has to sail around the entire western part of Europe and through the
Suez Canal, resulting in an estimated travel time from Jawaharlal Nehru
Port (Mumbai) to Moscow of about 40 days.®® The new route — from St.
Petersburg to Moscow, then to Astrakhan (Russia), Baku (Azerbaijan) and
Bandar Abbas (a port city on the Persian Gulf in southern Iran) to Mumbai
— is multimodal® and using this route goods will reach the destination in
much shorter period.

The INSTC governing body is a Coordinating Council (CC) chaired by
the member countries on a rotation basis for a period of one year. Based on
the agreement signed, the parties involved in the signing should form a CC
in order to regulate the issues related to implementation and application of
the provisions of this Agreement. Later INSTC was expanded to include
10 new members, namely Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Turkey, Ukraine, Belarus, Oman, Armenia and Syria, and Bulgaria was
accorded observer status.”

The main purpose of the made agreement is:

- To improve the efficiency of transport links for passenger and freight
transport along the INSTC;

- Facilitate access to the international market for rail, road, sea, river and
air transport services of the countries to the agreement;

- Facilitate increased volumes of international passenger and freight
transport;

- Ensure vehicle safety and movement, the safety and integrity of
goods and environmental protection in accordance with international
standards;

ilable at: http:/www.clearias com
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Available at: http:/rb S/ ¢ 2 15§18-10-in¢ Compx K

AZERBAIJAN-IRAN COOPERATION: MAIN DIRECTIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES

- Harmonize transport policy and legal regulation in the transport sphere;

- Establish non-discriminatory access conditions for transport providers
on various modes of transport within the INSTC.”!

All these abovementioned were considered as an essential part in the
development of the economies of the participant countries.

The main measures that were taken in order to fulfill the objectives of
the INSTC were:

- Reducing transportation times across the territory of the countries
acceding to the Agreement;

- Minimize transit costs;

- Simplify and harmonize all administrative documentation and
procedures (including customs) on transit freight across the territories
of the participating countries in accordance with accepted international
agreements and standards.”

According to the Chairman of “Azerbaijan Railways™ CJSC, the INSTC
project is beneficial for Azerbaijan, Russia, and Iran.” Implementing
the INSTC and establishing «Green Corridor» are supposed to promote
multinational trade by means of reducing the distance and transport costs
and facilitating customs procedures. According to its location on the
corridor and role as a transit country, Azerbaijan stands to gain substantially

from the North-South project.

Current and future infrastructure within INSTC

Whenever, all necessary infrastructures are ready, the INSTC will be the
shortest way to connect Indian ports and markets with Russia and North
European markets via Iran and Azerbaijan. The success of North-South
corridor will depend not only on construction works, but also on effective
synchronization of national legislation as well as tariff issues and transport
fees.” Tariffs in the Azerbaijan territory comparing to the alternative

71 Govemnment of India, Ministry of Commcrcc and lndustry (2014) lmcmxuonal North South Tmnspon Corridor

Dry Run Report. Available at : hitp: |
72 RUSSIAN RAILWAYS (2003) Nonh Soulh Inlemanonal Mrupon Comdar Geogmplncal position of the

North-South Corridor. Available at:
73 Spuuukncws (2016) INSTC lo benef it Iran, Russla Azerbaijan. Available at: https:/sputniknews.com/
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maritime route are high, this is the main issue which needs to be worked
on. Afterwards the construction process of the missing rail routes is behind
of the original schedule. The construction of two segments projected for
completion in the Qazvin-Rasht-Astara railway route, as part of the INSTC
initiative finished in March and June 2017 accordingly. The third Rasht-
Astara segment which would need USD 1.1 billion worth of investment.
half of which is promised to be financed by Azerbaijan and the other half
by Iran, has already started this year and is estimated to be completed
by 2020. Currently, Iranian railroad grid’s length is 10,170 km. and after
completion of the third segment it will expand, meaning the INSTC will
become fully operational.” The goals and purposes through the INSTC
consist of development of transportation ties among involved countries
in order to organize transport of goods and passengers along the Corridor
and also increase of the access of involved countries to global markets
through facilitation of rail, road, maritime, river, and air transportation.
The implementation of the project will help to increase the volume of
international transport of goods and passengers and ensure security of
traveling, safety of products, and protection of environment in accordance
with relevant international standards. The active participation of Azerbaijan
in the implementation of this project will contribute to the economic
environment in the region and only inside the country by bringing millions
in foreign currency and giving an essential boost to the Azerbaijani non-
oil sector. Moreover, improving the transport infrastructure of the region
by using the territory of Iran will open up access to Arab countries of the
Persian Gulf for Azerbaijan, Georgia and Russia in the future.

Increasing trade volume after the full INSTC launch

Regarding trade, the North-South transport corridor will imply a major
geopolitical change in the region. The major focus in order to increase
the trade volume was East-West direction which was mainly supported
by Western countries. The Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia
(TRACECA) project initiated by EU in the 1990s was the foundation
of regional cooperation with the equivocal strategic goal of reviving

75 Real Iran (June 2017) Iran to construct 6500 km in railroads by 2022. Available at: hitp:/realiran.org/iran-10-
construct-6500-km-in-railroads-by-2022/
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the ancient Silk Road and connecting Europe to Asia via Azerbaijan
and Central Asia.” This international transport initiative involving the
European Union and 14 member states (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria,
Georgia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Romania, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan) aimed to supply Europe
and Asia with transportation links which are reliable and will help in the
development and promotion of regional economy.” Majority of transport
links connecting Asia and Europe through Central Asia are planned to be
built in the near future or are currently under construction. In fact, recently
Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Turkey completed construction of Baku-Tbilisi-
Kars (BTK) railroad, launch of which was on 30" of October 2017, will be
an essential part of “East-West” transport corridor. However, this railroad
plays an important role not only for East-West Corridor, but can also be an
important part for INSTC. This railroad can help Iran access to Black Sea,
Georgia, Russia as well as European countries.

Role of Azerbaijan within INSTC

President IlhamAliyev’s visit to Iran on 23" of February 2016 was huge
step forward by signing an agreement between Azerbaijan Railways CJISC
and Islamic Republic of Iran Railways to construct a railway bridge over
the Astara River. During this visit significant steps were taken in order
to implement the North-South project.” In this way the Astara-Astara
transit corridor is very important for Azerbaijan and Baku is naturally
extremely interested in implementing this project. The North-South
Corridor will be the key to realizing Azerbaijan's as well as Iran’s transit
potential, generating additional income and jobs, and strengthening the
both economies in the region.

A summit of the Azerbaijani, Russian and Iranian Presidents was held
in Baku, Azerbaijan on 8" of August 2016. During the meeting, for the first
mﬁ Transactions on KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY (March, 2015) Sitk Road economic belt:
China s Marshall plan, pivot to Eurasia or China s way of foreign. Available at: http://www.tksi,org/JOURNAL-KSV/
PAPER-PDF-2015/2015-1-10.pdf

77 Vladnmlr Fedorenko (August, 201 3) The new silk road initiatives i in lhe Cenrral Asia.Available at: http://www,

78 AVIM (20l 7 Pre.udenl llhamAlyev § visit to Iran aml Astara Rallwav Commenran . Available at: hitp://avim.org.
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- 159 -


http://realiran.org/iran-lQ
http://www.tksi.org/JOURN
http://avim.org

AZERBAIJAN-IRAN COOPERATION: MAIN DIRECTIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES

time in the trilateral format, regional issues, cooperation and challenges
were discussed. Parties of the trilateral summit focused on issues pertaining
to regional trade and commerce, the legal status of the Caspian Sea, as
well as joint efforts to fight terrorism, extremism and separatism. The
main point of the trilateral meeting was the implementation of effective
measures to develop the transportation and communication infrastructure
in order to expand the opportunities for passenger and cargo transportation
via the North-South corridor. Iran, Russia, and Azerbaijan have agreed to
reduce tariffs on interstate cargo transit by 50 per cent as part of efforts to
activate the INSTC, which aims to connect India to Europe.” Azerbaijan
established Baku International Sea Port (BISTP) in 2015, aiming to tum
Azerbaijan’s capital into a transport hub of the region and increasing cargo
transit via Azerbaijan.* Right after the meeting in Baku, the presidents held
the meeting in the capital of Iran, Tehran. The main focus of the meeting
was that Azerbaijan and Iran have commenced the construction of an 83
meter long bridge over the Astara River, which is located on the bilateral
border.*

Azerbaijan finished the construction of its 8.3 km long railway line to
the Iranian border in December, 2016. At the same time, a 10 meter wide
and 82 meter long bridge was built over the Astara River. Expenses for the
bridge were covered by Azerbaijan and Iran equally.” Furthermore, the
agreement between Azerbaijan Railways and Iran Railways is considering
construction of a 1.4 km long railway line and four terminals with high
transshipment capacities on the Iranian territory with the support of
Azerbaijan Railways in the near future. According to the agreement,
Azerbaijan Railways CJSC will rent the above-mentioned railway line for
a period of 15 years, and terminals for 25 years. Due to the elimination
of sanctions on Iran in January 2016, there is expected essential increase
in the trade and cargo transit between Iran and EU countries; with the

79 Flnancnal Tnbutc (.luly 2017) Iran Azerbaijan nnd Rmxm agme on 50% cut on transit lanﬁ& Avulablc at: hips..

80 Sputmk lnlemauonal (August. 2008) Leadcrs of Russm. Azerbauan and Iran to meet in Baku in August &
Available at: https:/s Al 608 -p h
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implementation of the project, it will increase the transit capacity. In shortest
time, a single-track railway was built from Astara station (Azerbaijan)
to the Iranian border and the bridge itself, along which a test train was
launched across the border.

The fact that all three countries — Russia, Azerbaijan, and Iran — are able
to cooperate on the same project serving the same aim, raises hope that
nations have finally found a formula for successful neighborly relations.*

For Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran is not just an ordinary
country; Iran is Azerbaijan’s southern neighbor. The two states share about
618 kilometers of land borders. These two countries border each other in
the Caspian Sea as well. Both countries share values from their mutual past
and some elements of a common culture.

For Azerbaijan, as well as for Iran and Russia, the launch of the INSTC
is a way to reduce dependence on oil revenues, boost GDP and develop the
non-oil sector.* The new corridor will be more competitive in time and
cost than alternative routes such as the Suez Canal-Mediterranean Sea-
Northern Europe and Turkmenistan-Kazakhstan-Russia-Northern Europe
routes. The current sea route via the frontiers of Western Europe, through
the Mediterranean and the Suez Canal takes 40 days; the INSTC envisages
reducing this by half and even delivering goods as quickly as 12-14 days.

Role of Iran and other countries within INSTC

A study by the Federation of Freight Forwarders’ Associations in India
showed that the INSTC would be 30 percent cheaper and 40 percent
shorter than existing routes.* After several events surrounding Russia the
country’s government has semi-developed relation with two of the biggest
three strategic partners in the Asian continent /ran and India. In 2015-2016
trade with India was only USD 6.8 billion and compared to previous years

83 The Cenml Asw-Caucasus Analysl (20I6) The North- Soulh comdor ﬁmlly kicks off. Avmlnblc nl hms,/(www

84  President of Azerbauan (April 2016) President TlhamAliyev chaired the meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers
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interview for the “RailwayPro” magazine dated May 2016 mentioned: ““7Th
North-South corridor is irrepressible in freight transport in the region
The main problem for future development is that 8 km route is unde
construction from Astara (Iran) to Astara (Azerbaijan) linking Azerbaijan
and Iranian railways. The construction process of the mentioned segmen
started as of 20" of April, 2016."%

Conclusion

Conducted activities relating to the INSTC corridor project for th
promotion are on the high interest of the media and related stakeholders,
are now moving forward in full swing. Azerbaijan, Iran, Russia and Indi:
are major participating states to this project. Azerbaijan maintains the
best infrastructure for passenger and freight transportation in the entire
Caucasus region, which includes concrete roads, newly constructed anc
renovated railways, technologically advanced airports, extensive inland
waterways, and so on.

The International North South Transport Corridor is meant to connect
Northern Europe with Southeast Asia. The INSTC is making strides
towards achieving a new framework. The project has the potential to
incorporate other interested states, including countries of the Caucasus,
Central Asia, and Eastern Europe, and perhaps also Oman. However,
history shows the difficulty of developing regional transport projects. The
Caspian region is notorious for its lack of investment in essential port and
railway infrastructure. Strategic and political dangers, such as the potential
for militarization of the Caspian, could pose a significant threat.” Another
criterion that can significantly curb trade barriers and streamline the flow of
goods relates to the technical and regulatory trade barriers. These include
customs, changes of gauge, lack of IT and digitization, and the absence of 2
single multimodal operator and therefore single tariff rate. On the customs
front, there has been some movement by the INSTC countries who have
approved a draft transit and customs agreement. The green corridor

92 Javid Gurbanov (2016) leway?m Maganne Inlemew with .Iadeurbanav Available at: hitp:/www,

93 BROOKINGS (20I6) North South Transport ComdorAvmlahle at: mmmmm
articles/2002/07/03russia-spector
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arrangement between India and Russia which will exempt from regular
customs inspections goods from entrepreneurs and companies party to the
arrangement will also smooth the passage of cargo at borders.

Through the help of INSTC, Azerbaijan and Iran are bridging two
continents, Europe and Asia. In other words, the Astara-Astara section (a
rail link between Astara in Iran and Astara in Azerbaijan) will play a vital
role in linking North and South by land and developing relations between
individual countries and continents. It will strengthen trade, transport and
economic relations between the countries of the Middle East, Southeast
Asia, Northern Europe and Russia. All this will be possible once the last
remaining line, the Qazvin-Rasht-Astara railroad, has been constructed
and opened in Iran.

The “North-South” corridor will bring Russia, Azerbaijan and Iran
even closer and foster peace and security in this region. It will significantly
reduce transport fees and passage times for cargo from South Asia to North
Europe and back. It will also cement the geopolitical alliance and attract
other regional countries. For Azerbaijan, it will be a major step towards
becoming a trade hub for the region and increasing non-oil revenues.
The “North-South” corridor will complement the “East-West” transport
corridor and create a favorable network for Central Asian nations as well.
The North-South Corridor will be the key to realizing the country’s transit
potential, generating additional income and jobs, and strengthening the
Azerbaijani economy in the region.

To be noted, the project implementation as a process of establishing
integration in Eurasia in regional and global levels is fulfilled slowly. Only
the major participants are interested in the working and making Eurasia
a single functioning market, the aim is to attract other states, commercial
entities, regional institutions, NGOs and etc. to engage them into active
participation in driving the Eurasian integration rather than remaining
as a passive audience witnessing the INSTC to gradually grow on its
own. Moreover, the transit passage that it provides to most of the current
schemes of inter-continental roads, including the north-south transportation
corridor, has been part of the historic Silk Road. This is fully safe, secure
and economically most viable among all existing and prospective transit

trade routes that transverse Eurasia.
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Iran Azerbaijan cooperation in the
field of energy after the sanctions

Gulmira Rzayeva*

Introduction

Iran owns the world’s second largest proven gas reserves holding 34
trillion cubic meters of gas®. However historically the country has not
been able to fully benefit from its huge potential and become a major
player in the global gas trade for a number of reasons, mainly because
of the imposed US and international sanctions and an internal legal and
contractual regime unfavorable for investment. This has made the country
unable to capitalize on its huge natural gas reserves and to duly develop its
energy industry potential.

No less important in explaining Iran’s failure to become a major natural
gas is its rapidly growing domestic demand which surged as a result of the
government subsidies among other things. This has been a major impediment
for Iran, in terms of controlling and rationalizing domestic consumption, and
of exporting gas to the growing markets in neighboring countries, with the
exception of Turkey, to which small volumes are exported.

The stringent US sanctions imposed on Iran, which have lasted for
more than 10 years, significantly affected the country’s upstream industry,
causing foreign investment to withdraw from the upstream major oil and
gas projects, including the South Pars offshore field.

. The impact of US sanctions on Iranian economy in general and on gas
industry in particular, was enormous. In 2010, the US Congress passed
the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions Accountability and Divestment Act
(CISADA), which expanded the scope of the Iran Sanctions Act (ISA),
and banned investment in any pipeline project in Iran, transit through
Iran, and sales of energy related equipment to Iran. A year later, in 2011,
the EU announced a new range of sanctions which went beyond the US

94 Leading research fellow, Center for Strategic Studies under the Republic of President of Azerbaij mira.
rzayeva@sam.gov.az el #* o
95  Cedigaz Natural Gas Statistical Database 2015
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sanctions and banned sales and purchase of oil and petrochemicals. Later,
in 2012, EU member states approved additional sanctions banning import
of natural gas from Iran and financial transactions between European and
Iranian banks. As a result, the European and, later, Asian investors and oil
and gas majors withdrew from Iran’s energy project, including the South
Pars field project. As a result, 11 out of the 24 planned phases of the South
Pars project were left underdeveloped with some of the phases producing
below design capacity. The sanctions have had a negative impact on the
development of the Iranian oil and gas fields from both a technical and a
geological perspective. Indeed, lack of investment in a field for a prolonged
period of time can result in geological constraints and upside production
risks that will eventually call for more investment that would have been
needed in normal circumstances.

This paper attempts to answer the question of whether Iran will really
emerge as a major gas exporter superpower after the sanctions are lifted
or whether the gas export volumes both through pipelines and/or LNG
remain modest due to the rampant consumption growth. The paper argues
that Iran’s gas export potential in the next decade will not exceed 30 bem/
year. Whether it will actually reach this level will depend on Iran’s capacity
to attract sufficient foreign investment, as Iranian gas production growth
will require billions of dollars to be injected in the upstream and midstream
industry within the next 5-6 years. The export volumes will be limited
as domestic demand will inevitably grow fast and as Iran will need more
gas for reinjection in oil fields, further gasification of the country, the
petrochemical industry, and to substitute heavy oil fired by gas fired power
plants to meet its growing electricity needs.

Iran currently faces a shortage of financial means and liquidity impacting
all spheres of the economy. The Iranian government will need to invest
an estimated $500 billion to revive an economy that has been weakened
by sanctions and prolonged isolation and to strengthen the weak national
currency. Iran has $100 billion of unfrozen asset of oil and oil products
trade which was frozen after the sanctions were imposed, half of already
unfrozen amount has been spent to serve Iranian international depts.” The
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development timeframe of the 11 phases of South Pars and other onshore
fields to produce the additional volumes of gas will strongly depend on
Iran’s ability to attract multibillion dollars of foreign investment in the
upstream and midstream industry as well as to create a favorable legal and
contractual framework.

Caspian Sea reserves

Due. to investment and technology shortage, natural gas exploration
works in the Iranian portion of the Caspian Sea are limited. Thus, Iran
has a large amount of undeveloped resources that need to be explored
an'd appraised. Despite that, new exploration works are not a government
priority, as Iran already needs to develop a certain number of previously
known fields.

In 2012, Iran announced the sizable Sardar-e Jangal offshore oil and
gas discovery, situated at the depth of 700 meters. It remains to be explored
and developed”. This field is among one of 55 onshore and offshore fields
offered to the international oil majors to invest in and jointly develop.

The Gonbadli is another Iranian field in the Caspian Sea, shared with
Turkmenistan. Its daily production of sweet gas is currently stands at |
mem, with three out of nine wells being operational®. If all nine wells
were operational, it could produce an additional 2 to 3 mem/day®. Iran
may aISf) consider a joint development with Turkmenistan. This would also
be consistent with Tehran’s priority of developing cross-border fields with
neighboring countries.

Joint development with neighboring countries will be made easier by the
lifting of sanctions and will give better prospects to Iran’s underdeveloped
sectors in the Caspian. Azerbaijan is considered to have the most advanced
technology, know-how and human resources and investment capabilities in
the area. Joint exploration works were one of the main discussion topics
during President Aliyev’s official visit to Iran in February this year. Iranian
upstream companies have used the Azerbaijani equipment for exploration

97  Details of 21 Iranian gas fields, offered to foreigners, Azemews, http://www.azerews.az/region/90492.html
98  Iran to exploit gas from Turkmenistan joint field, Mehrnews, http:/en.mehmews.com/news/113716/Iran-fo-
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and seismic works in the past, in years 1994 and 1995, although no
discovery was recorded at the time.

In the absence of the required technology and equipment, the Iranian
sector of the Caspian Sea remains largely undeveloped and under-explored.
The only vessel Iran had in the Sea — the Pejvakvessel, which performed
3-D seismographic operations — caught fire 3 years ago. Furthermore,
Amir Kabir’s drilling rigs crane crashed last March in the Gonbaldi field.
Baku suggested the use of its equipment to repair the crane'®.

Apart from technical services, Baku is capable to lease one of its
semi-submersible drilling rigs in the Azeri sector of the Sea to Iran, for
exploration and appraisal works. In Azerbaijan, the current drilling rig
fleet was constructed on the Absheron peninsula, with some equipment
components brought from abroad. Due to the size of such rigs and the
width restrictions of the Volga Don Canal, it is impossible to transport
them fully assembled in the Caspian Sea.

There were four operational rigs in the South Caspian sector in the
1990s. Currently, there are only three semi-submersible drilling rigs in
the Azerbaijani sector - Dada Gorgud, Istiglal and Heydar Aliyev. The
Gurtulush jack up rig (Trident 20), which was ordered at a cost of $175
million was released to Kazakhstan in 2003'°". The construction order
was initiated by the Rig Club-2 consortium. It included EIf, and the
licence-holders of the LenkoranTalysh, Oguz, YananTava and KurDashi
blocks (operated by TotalFinaElf, Mobil, JAPEX and Agip respectively).
Because the number of rigs has historically been limited in the Caspian
Sea, one of the main issues in planning an exploration well and any new
drilling is rig availability'™. The Azerbaijani Caspian Drilling Company
Ltd, a subsidiary of SOCAR, has ordered the construction of a new
semi-submersible drilling rig by Keppel Offshore & Marine Ltd (Keppel
0&M) through its subsidiaries Caspian Rigbuilders BV (an affiliated
company of Keppel FELS). The cost of the construction is approximately

100 Five points of Iran-Azerbaijan energy cooperation, Trend, hitp://en.trend.az/business/energy/2333794.html
101 G. Rzayeva, The Outlook for Azerbaijani Gas Supplies to Europe, OIES, https://www.oxfordenergy.org/wpems/
wp-content/uploads/2015/06/NG-97.pdf

102 Tbid.
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one billion USD'®, which will include owner-furnished equipment'®. Al
three existing rigs are operating in the various upstream projects in the
Azerbaijani sector of the Sea, including the Azeri-Chirag-Guneshli oil
field and the Shah Deniz natural gas and condensate field. The fourth
drilling rig, being built by Keppel and to be completed by early 2017,
will be hired by Total, an operator of the Absheron field. SOCAR intends
to build more rigs in the near future. It is planned that in the next 2-3
years SOCAR will start building one more new rig in its sector of the
Caspian Sea'®.

Iran has offered four projects in the Caspian Sea to foreigners for
exploration and development.'® They are: blocks 24, 26, 29, and the
Sardar-e Jangal oil fields. In total, Iran has 46 blocks in its sector of the
Caspian Sea exploration area, of which eight have priority. All of them need
to be further explored and appraised with the help of foreign investment
and technology.

Gas export potential and marketing arrangement

With the international sanctions lifted, Iran will try to restore its
gconomic relations with its neighbors, the international community and
|t§ presence in international trade transactions. Iran’s 2025 National
Vision Document and “Economic Resistance”, presented by Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, includes increasing natural gas production and market share
as a natural exporter'”. Iran is currently a small and strictly regional gas
exporter to Turkey, Azerbaijan (swap) and Armenia (barter). However, Iran
has a great natural gas export potential, both through pipelines and through
LNG for long distance markets. Iran currently has a few gas export projects
but only one gas export contract by pipeline to Turkey, the other export
arrangements are a swap contract with Azerbaijan and a barter contract
with Armenia.

103 Ibid.
104 Tbid.
105 Ibid.
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Iran currently has four operating pipeline contracts, including one

import contract from Turkmenis
not operational yet and four contracts

tan, four concluded contracts which are
under negotiations (Table 7 and 8).

Table 7: Gas export projects through pipelines

Concluded Contracts

electricity barter

5 (not operational yet) S A
Imports from Turkmenistan UAE India (SAGE)
Export to Turkey Iraq (Baghdad] Oman
Aaerban gss 0PI | g e e

Iranian gas-Armenian Pakistan Kuwait

Source: NIGEC

Table 8: Gas trade projects through pipelines

Country Contract | Commencement date Duration [years) | Quantity (Bem/y)
Turkmenistan | Import 1997 25 14
Turkey Export 2005 25 10
Azerbaijan Swap 2001 20 0.3
Armenia Barter 2009 20 2.3
Pakistan Export - 26 7.8
Iraq-Bagdad | Export - 6 Max 10
Iraq-Basra Export - 6 Max 10
L—UiE Export - -
Source: NIGEC
There are a number of advantages in Iran choosing to export its natural

gas internationally, mainly to neighboring co
also to remote Asian and European countries,

untries through pipelines, but
through LNG. The main

advantages of Iran as a gas exporting country include:
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* Iran has a very advantageous geographic position in terms of its
proximity to the growing Middle East (ME) markets, which are within
a pipeline reach and in need of gas imports.

* Relatively low production cost

* The country has already defined marketing arrangements and signed
sales and purchase agreements with the potential buyers to the south

= Access to open seas and oceans for LNG cargo transportation.

* Along with its proximity to gas hungry country markets on the south,
Iran is also geographically well located to swap the gas of other gas
rich countries. Iran can swap Russian gas and Turkmen gas through
Azerbaijan, and sell it to the ME markets.

However, there are also disadvantages in Iran exporting its gas to
international markets. The main constraint is, as was described in section
5, rampant domestic demand growth. Iran can increase its gas production
to up to I bem/d in the next 5 years on its own resources, but the possibility
of producing anything more than that depends on foreign investment.
Attracting said investment will depend on the country’s ability to create a
favorable environment as described in the previous sections. As Minister
Zangeneh declared, Iran plans to increase its natural gas production to |
bem/d by 2018 and its gas export to 80 mem/d (29 bem/y) by 2020'%.
This 2020 seems to be a more realistic projection than that of NIGEC
(90 bem/y). At best, the slightly higher target of 30 bem/y by 2020 would
be conceivable if Iran were to succeed in attracting the required foreign
investments to develop its upstream industry.

The absence of required infrastructure for both LNG and land gas
exports within the preexisting infrastructure also limits Iranian gas export
possibilities. Although Iran has already committed to export both LNG
and gas through pipeline to its buyers, having signed long- and mid-term
agreements, it is still unknown who will invest and build the pipelines and
liquefaction terminals.

108 Ibid.
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Export through pipelines

Gas export to Turkey

The Iran-Turkey pipeline, which delivers gas from the border city of
Bozargan in Iran to Dogubeyazit in Turkey (253 km), is a 40-inch diameter
pipeline with a total capacity of 11-16bcm/y. It is part of a 2,577 km long
Tebriz-Ankara pipeline. A 25-year contract with Turkish monopolist
Botas to deliver 10 bem/y of natural gas was signed in 1996 and became
operational in 2001.

Turkey needs to increase gas import volumes due to a rapidly
growing gas demand. Iran is interested in being the country that would
provide that, with the hope of penetrating the European market. Yet,
this is unlikely to happen any time soon for a number of reasons. Gas
relations between the two countries have always been complicated.
Indeed, both nations have encountered many problems due to delivery
shortfalls during the peak seasonal demand in Iran, and Botas’ inability
to offtake all the contracted volumes. The second problem in particular
stems from Botas’ gas transmission system’s capacity constraint in the
eastern part of the country and temporary reductions in demand during
the low demand seasons. Finally, Turkey has been unhappy with the
commercial terms of the contracts and has taken Iran to arbitration
twice to obtain price discounts and to lower the ‘take or pay’ obligation.
Turkey won both cases, receiving respectively $800 million and $1
billion in compensation.

Gas barter with Armenia

The contract with Armenia was signed in 2004 and became operational
in 2009. Iran barters gas against power, providing natural gas to Armenia in
exchange for electricity. The contract provides supplies of a maximum of
2.3/y (i.e. 6mcm/d), but the actual trade volume never reached its maximum
capacity. In 2015, Iran only exported 360 mem/y (i.e. 1 mem/d)'”. The
main technical issue with the pipeline is its extremely small capacity — 2.3
bem/y. Armenia does not have any control over its gas transmission system,

109 Greater Caspian Weekly Overview, Natural Gas Europe, http:/www.naturalgaseurope.com/greater-caspian=
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preventing it from expanding its import capacity. The Gazprom subsidiary
Gazprom Armenia (former ArmRosgazprom) owns 100% of shares of the
Armenian gas transmission system''’. Therefore, any discussion between
Iran and Armenia to transit Iranian gas to Europe or Georgia is unlikely to
succeed. Whereas, the transportation of the Iranian gas through Armenia
would be a political blessing for the latter, since it was isolated by both
Turkey and Azerbaijan due to the occupation of Azerbaijan’s sovereign
territories by Armenia.

Gas swap with Azerbaijan

A 25-year swap deal between Azerbaijan and Iran was signed in 2005.
It involved transporting an average of 300-390 mcm/y to the Azerbaijani
enclave of Nakhchivan. Azerbaijan is committed to supply an equal
volume to the Iranian northern city of Astara through the Hajigabul-Astara
pipeline, with a total capacity of 10 bem/y. However, the pipeline is in dire
need of overhaul in order to reach its full capacity.

During President Aliyev’s visit to Tehran, Iran and Azerbaijan discussed
the possibility of expanding energy relations and a number of projects of
mutual interest. Both sides agreed that Azerbaijan would store Iranian gas
in its underground gas storage facilities during the low demand seasons
and return the gas during the striking demand during the winter months'"
Moreover, both countries agreed to jointly develop the Araz-Alov-Sharg
structure that is located between the two countries’ sea section. However.
no binding agreement was signed in this regard.

Other potential export pipelines

Iran is within pipeline reach of a number of potential markets in the
ME and Asian subcontinent, where they could export their gas if and when
the gas is available and the infrastructure is built. This would also serv¢
President Hassan Rouhani’s foreign policy to build and strengthen political
relations with Iran’s Arab neighbors.

110 Press release: Gazprom increasing its stake in ArmRosgazprom to 100 per cent, Mﬂ-ﬂmﬂw
news/2014/january/article182633/
111 Socar holds talks with Russia, Iran, Natural Gas Europe :
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The Iran-Pakistan-India (IPI) pipeline is a 1,650 km (900 km on the
Iranian territory and around 750 km to be the Pakistani section) pipeline
intended to deliver gas from the South Pars field to the Baluchistan and
Sidh provinces in Pakistan. Only the Iranian section of the pipeline has been
completed. According to official sources, the $7.5 billion worth Pakistani
section pipeline could be completed in April 2017.""> Another 1,000 km of
pipeline is envisaged to be built from Pakistan to Delhi and north-western
India. A 25-year contract was signed between Iran and Pakistan in 2009 to
deliver 8 bem of gas from March 2014", The pricing formula is based on 79%
of the Japan Crude Cocktail (JCC), which, at that time, with the average oil
price at around $100/barrel plus transportation and transit fees, would make the
final gas price at around $16/MMtu''*. This price is not affordable for Pakistan
and makes the completion of the project unlikely in the near future. Aside
from commercial concerns, there was a strong U.S. opposition, with political
pressure on both Pakistan and India to support the rival TAPI (Turkmenistan —
Afghanistan — Pakistan — India) pipeline from Turkmenistan to Pakistan.

Exports to the Iraqi cities of Bagdad and Basra secem to be a
realistic project: the pipeline on the Iranian side, IGAT 6, already exists,
with 20 km remaining to be built on the Iraqi side. A sales and purchase
contract was signed in 2013. It involved a daily delivery of 4 mem of gas
to Bagdad at the initial stage, with the possibility of increasing it to 35
mcm/d. As for Basra, Iran will start supplying a daily amount of 5 mem,
with the possibility of increasing it to 30 mem/d within the following
years.'"" There were also discussions of Basra transferring gas to Kuwait,
but no pipeline connections between the two countries exist as of yet.

Signed MOU
Iran has signed Memoranda of Understanding with GCC countries for
potential gas exports to Syria, Kuwait, Bahrain, and UAE (Table 9).

112 Time to reconsider Iran’s LNG future, ICIS Heren, http://www.icis.com/press-releases/time-to-reconsider-
113 D.R. Jalilvand, Iran’s Gas Export: Can Past Failure Become Future Success?, OIES https://www.oxfordenergy.
org/wpems/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/NG-78 pdf

114 E. Hassanzadeh, OIES

115 Iran Gas in Iraqi border in Three Weeks, htp://
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Table 9: Planned gas export projects to the ME countries

Country Year of signing of MoU | Volume, bcm/y
Syria 2011 5.5-7.3

Kuwait 2010 3.1

Bahrain 2007 10.2

UAE 2001 5.2

Oman [contract) 2014 10

Total 34-36.3

Source: Public domain

Among the signed Memoranda, the Iran-Oman gas pipeline that is to
be built by 2019 to deliver 10 bem/y of gas seems to be the most realistic
and strategic one. Apart from the gas export, Iran is planning to liquefy its
gas using Oman LNG facilities’ free capacity and to sell it on the regional
and international markets. Part of the gas will go for Oman’s domestic
use, and the remaining volumes will be converted to LNG through
Oman’s LNG production facilities at Sur. Although there is currently no
infrastructure to transfer gas to any of the countries in Table 10, they are
located in geographic proximity to Iran and building short pipelines would
not represent too much of a financial burden. A pipeline of at most 200
kilometers would be enough to reach the client countries. These regional
markets seem to be more commercially viable than the remote European
markets.

Possible export to Europe is another ambitious plan of Iran’s. Going
all the way to Europe, with the South Pars field as a main source of gas,
and in the absence of the required infrastructure for a pipeline seems to be
less economically viable than an LNG export option. In fact, the absence
of a pipeline capacity within the preexisting Iranian infrastructure seems 0
be the main road block to exports to Europe. The only pipeline that goes to
the Iran-Turkey border is the Iran Gas Trunkline I (IGAT1), which exports
gas to Turkey. This pipeline’s maximum capacity is 32-46 mem/d or.ll-
16 bem/y, and it currently exports up to 10 bem/y to Turkey, leaving little
capacity for additional volumes.
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The 56-inch, 1,863 km long IGAT9 pipeline was designed to transport
gas to Europe from the South Pars field, from Assaluyeh to the border city
of Bazargan. Construction has not yet begun but it was agreed that 23%
of the pipeline would be handled by Iran and 77% by Turkish partners.
This pipeline’s maximum capacity is 35 bem/y. This was agreed within a
deal involving the development of phases 22-24 of the South Pars field.
Development and transport to the domestic market were to be handled by
the Turkish group TPAO. This pipeline could also feed northern Iran, which
has been relying on imports from Turkmenistan to bridge the gap with
demand growth. However, the construction of the pipeline was suspended
as a result of international sanctions.

The cost of the IGAT 9, estimated in excess of $5 billion, raised a lot
of questions regarding the financing of the pipeline. Given the current
differences in the views between Iran and Turkey over the Syrian questions
as well as a long-lasting dispute over the Iranian gas price, it is highly
unlikely that Turkey would be ready to invest several billion dollars in Iran.
Besides, Iran would not be interested in strengthening Turkey’s hand at the
negotiation table on gas trades or political questions by giving Turkey such
a bargaining chip.

It is also highly unlikely that any European country or energy major
would be interested in investing billions of dollars to build the IGAT
9 pipeline within Iran to transport the gas to Europe through Turkey.
Given the current low price environment, this would not be justifiable
economically. Moreover, the gas would be transmitted further through
the Trans-Anatolian pipeline (TANAP), initiated and financed at 58% by
Azerbaijan, and at 42% by its partners, including BP and Botas, to bring
Shah Deniz Phase 2 gas to Europe. Both the Azerbaijani and Iranian sides,
alongside Turkey, have already voiced their interest in transporting Iranian
gas westward via the TANAP."® The transportation fee through TANAP
from the eastern to western Turkish border is $107/km for 1,000 cubic
meters'"”. This would add a substantial amount of expenditures to the cost
of gas and the construction of the pipeline in Iran would take several years.

116  SOCAR says no talks on commercial supplies of Iran gas via TANAP, Trend, http://en.trend.az/business/
energy/2477692 html

117 G. Rzayeva, 2015,01ES
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Export through LNG

In the 1990s, Iran resumed its post-revolutionary initiative on LNG
production and export. They initiated negotiations with the major
international LNG operators to construct the required facilities. A number
of LNG projects were initiated with the aim to export from South Pars
phases 11-14, but did not materialize because of the sanctions imposed
on Iran. Those projects are Iran LNG, Pars LNG, Persian LNG, Golshan
LNG, Lavan LNG, North Pars LNG and Qeshm LNG (Table 10).

Table 10: Iranian planned LNG projects

Name of the project | Shareholders Capacity, bcm/y; mt

Contract: NIGEC-49%, NIOC Pension

Iran LNG Fund Co.-50%, NIOC Pension Investment | 15; 11
Fund Co.-1%
Contract: NIOC-50%, Total-40%, 14:10
ki Petronas-10% v
; NG Contract: NIGEC-50%, Shell-25%, 22: 16.2
Persian L Repsol-25% : 16.
Golshan LNG MoU: NIOC and SKS Venture 14; 10
Lavan LNG MoU:NIOC and PIGNIG 3-4;2-3
North Pars LNG MoU: NIOC and CNOOC 28; 20

Qeshm LNG Contract: NIOC and Australian LNG Ltd 4-5;3-35

Total 100-102bcm; 72.2-73.5mt

Source: Authors data collection

Now that the sanctions are lifted, Iran is keen to resume these projects
with the help of foreign investment and international LNG majors."* The
most advanced LNG project is the Iran LNG, which is underway and
currently built at 50%. Storage tanks were built, port facilities were prepared,
and operations at an adjacent gas-fired power plant at the Tombak port have
begun."? NIGEC is currently in talks with experienced LNG operators [0

118 Iran firing up first LNG project, PressTV, hitp:
ign-inv t-N
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divest part of its share in Iran LNG and other LNG projects in a drive to
attract foreign investment and technology. The country is also in search of
companies that would be interested in building $800-$1 billion worth of
floating LNG production facilities to monetize associated gas from offshore
fields in the Persian Gulf.'*

Bringing in new partners and building LNG facilities will take at least 4-5
years. The international LNG market is becoming increasingly oversupplied
due to the coming on line of huge supply from Australia and the US and
downgraded perspectives in Asian traditional LNG markets (Japan, Korea,
Taiwan) and in China. Iran may also have to compete with the potential new
LNG exporters, including West Africa and Canada. The question that comes
up with the possible Iranian LNG export in mid-term perspective is whether
the market would be able to absorb much of the Iranian LNG given that the
current consensus is that the LNG glut will continue beyond 2020.

Conclusion

Given the reconciliation with the international community over their
Nuclear Program, Iran, the world’s second biggest holder of natural gas
reserves and currently at 79 million inhabitants, is returning to the global
marketplace. As President Hassan Rouhani tweeted right after the sanctions
were lifted on January 17", “the legs of Iran’s economy are free of the
chains of sanctions and it is time to build and grow.'” This demonstrates
the current government’s and President Rouhani’s firm intention to open
up the country’s vast energy reserves to the world energy majors bringing
in international investment and advanced technology. President Rouhani’s
pragmatic position was straightened after the Tenth Parliamentary and
the Fifth Assembly of Experts elections in Iran in February, which can be
characterized as positive for the reformists. This gives the nation a chance
to finally officially introduce the Iranian Petroleum Contracts, which was
strongly opposed by the Conservatives.

Iran has an ambitious plan to almost double its gas production from

———
120 Iran firing up first LNG project, PressTV, http:

121 Airbus plan heralds Iran boom after sanctions lifted, Reuters, http://www.reuters,com/article/us-iran-nuclear-
cconomy-idUSKCNOUVOGB
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the current 174.5 to around 390 bem by 2020. This seems to be a highly
challenging target for a number of reasons, mainly because of the severe
scarcity of financing. Attraction of international investment will depend
on many factors, and apart from the external ones (such as low price
environment), Iran needs to tackle the country’s high degree of political
risk, legal uncertainty, and bothersome levels of administrative and
bureaucratic obstacles.

In the long-term perspective, Iran can substantially increase its gas
production. However, this would not necessarily mean that Iran will
increase their gas export potential to regional markets through pipelines
and to the world markets through LNG. It is inevitable that Iranian gas
consumption in the next decade will grow substantially and at a faster rate
(from 174.5 bem in 2015 to around 250 bem by 2020). Rampant growth of
demand will be in almost all sectors of the economy, including residential
power generation, oil-industry (re-injection) and petrochemical industry.
To keep up with this demand, production has to rise at a faster rate. \

Iran’s sweet gas export in the short- and mid-term will be limited l.n
volumes, as most of the produced gas will be consumed domestically. This
led us to the conclusion that the Iranian gas industry development and
natural gas exports will not be a game changer for the regional market,
with potential export volumes of no more than 30 bem in the mid-term
perspective, which is yet to be subject to international investment.

However, Iran can substantially increase their downstream reﬁl_\ed
products export. In 2014, Khamenei introduced the plans for reducm_g
oil revenue dependence in the “Economy Resistance” document. ms
would involve exporting domestically processed raw materials, which
would increase the production and export of value-added products, such as
refineries, petrochemicals and electricity.

This will boost natural gas consumption domestically, but can also
boost export of value added products, which are economicall)f more
profitable than exporting raw materials. Conversion of natural &8s nto [h‘:_
value added products such as petrochemicals and electricity will be one 0
the major components of the Iranian energy policy.
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Opportunities for cooperation between
Azerbaijan and Iran in the Caspian Sea

Azad Garibov'*

Azerbaijan is the country that experienced an armed conflict on
its soil that has resulted with the occupation of the country’s sovereign
territories by Armenia and claimed more than 30000 lives, the majority
of them being civilian, with numbers of them being ethnically cleansed
from their homelands. Therefore, the country is very well aware of the
disasters that conflicts could bring to the region and thus has always been
against any new confrontation around the world, particularly in its own
neighborhood. Accordingly, Baku has never supported sanctions on its
neighbor Iran and objected the rising of tension around the “nuclear issue”
from many international platforms. Azerbaijanis has been in favor of
inclusive cooperation as the only way to bring lasting peace and prosperity
to the region. When on July 14, 2015, the agreement was inked between
Iran and P5+1 countries and the EU on lifting sanctions on Tehran, this
was accepted in Baku as a very positive development. Azerbaijan saw this
as an opportunity for expanding the regional cooperation in the center of
the Eurasian continent. After the sanctions were lifted, Iran also started
actively seeking to widen cooperation with neighboring states, including
the historic neighbor Azerbaijan.

Soon after the “nuclear sanctions deal” was done, mutual exchanges
of official visits between Azerbaijan and Iran seemingly accelerated. This
general tendency was consolidated with the signing of 11 new bilateral
agreements during an official visit of President [lham Aliyev to Iran on 23
February 2016. After the visit, the deal on the implementation of the North-
South transport route caught the attention of the local and international
media. Since then the Presidents paid two more visits to each other’s
capitals. One was Hassan Rouhani’s 7-8 August 2016 visit to Baku to meet
with his Azerbaijani counterpart Ilham Aliyev, as well as to participate

122 Leading Research Fellow, Center for Strategic Studies under the Republic of President of Azerbaijan. azad.
garibov@gmail.com
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in the trilateral meeting of the Presidents of Azerbaijan, Russia, and
Iran. During the visits, 6 more bilateral documents were signed covering
different aspects of cooperation. Finally, [lham Aliyev met with the Iranian
president in Tehran on 5 March 2017, where the two more documents
were signed concerning the cooperation on illegal financial deals and
development railway cooperation.'?® During this meeting, along with the
signing of the documents, the parties agreed upon cooperation on a wide
array of issues, including cooperation in the Caspian Sea.

The Caspian Sea has always played an important role in bilateral
relations between Azerbaijan and Iran. In fact, the sea has long been
considered to be an area of less cooperation, if not a contention between
the two countries. However, the rapid development of friendly relations,
particularly during the last few years opens up many opportunities for
cooperation in the Caspian Sea. The chapter looks at the Azerbaijan-Iran
cooperation at the Caspian Sea, trying to uncover how it fits in the general
intensified bilateral cooperation between the two countries. It examines
what has been discussed and achieved so far, and what kind of perspectives
is promised by the cooperation in the Caspian Sea.

High-level meetings and the cooperation in the Caspian Sea

In fact, the first steps toward more comprehensive cooperation “fere
made even before the lifting of the sanctions. The first hints about possible
cooperation between Azerbaijan and Iran came in 2014, when president
Rouhani mentioned in a meeting with his Azerbaijani counterpart [tham
Aliyev on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos.
Switzerland, that Iran and Azerbaijan share numerous affinities, Whlcl?
explains why Azerbaijan’s progress is very important for Iran. Rouhan:
said Iran is ready to forge closer energy ties with Azerbaijan and @sfer
its expertise in oil, gas and petrochemical sector to its northern neighbor,
Iran’s SHANA news agency reported.'?* .

Right after reaching the agreement with Western countries, oﬁt‘ﬁclal
representatives of Iran invited his Azerbaijani colleagues to Iran to discuss

- : icles/23005

123 President.az (05 March 2017) Azerbaijan, Iran signed documents, http'.//en.prwdﬂ!l-lﬂlmc - enerm
124 Iran Ready to Help Azeri Energy Sector, https://www.Ingworln:lnew&(:olll/i""“"“‘"’'m'Ilel
sector/(27 January 2014)
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the future of post-nuclear cooperation. The government delegation of
Azerbaijan, led by Shahin Mustafayev, the Minister of Economy, visited
Iran at the beginning of August 2015. The delegation also included
representatives of the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan, Central Bank,
Ministry of Communications and High Technologies, ‘Azerenergy’ JSC,
‘Azerbaijan Railways’ CJSC, the Caspian Shipping Company, State
Agency for Alternative and Renewable Energy Sources and businessmen
from different sectors.

During the first visit of Ilham Aliyev to Tehran in February 2016,
Iranian President Rouhani stressed that it is very important that the visit
takes place after the lifting of the sanctions which opens up the cooperation
opportunities between the two countries. The leaders of the two countries
discussed many issues ranging from transportation to free economic zones
and from financial-banking cooperation to the scientific partnership. A
great deal of attention was paid to the cooperation in the Caspian, including
joint projects in explorations of the energy riches of the sea as well as
the development of maritime passenger and cargo transportation links via
the sea.'” In the joint address of the Presidents to the press, Ilham Aliyev
highlighted that “We have discussed joint development of oil and gas fields
in the Caspian Sea and expect good results. The Caspian Sea is our common
asset. The Caspian Sea should continue to be a sea of cooperation, security,
and peace.”'” When President Rouhani visited Azerbaijan in August 2016,
along with many other topics, “issues relating to the Caspian Sea were
widely discussed.”'?” Though details are still to be fully revealed, President
[lham Aliyev highlighted that “I can say that there are no disagreements
on the issues discussed.”'?® In response, Rouhani mentioned that for all
the littoral states, including Azerbaijan and Iran the Caspian Sea is a sea
of peace, friendship, and stability. He stressed that the presidents agreed to
increase efforts for mutual cooperation in the Caspian Sea, including the
field of oil and gas.

—_—
125 Statement by Azerbaijani and Iranian presidents for the public, http:/presid /mobile/articles/17872,(23
February 2016)

126 Presidents of Azerbaijan and Iran made statements for the press, http:/en.president.az/articles/| 7856 (23
February 2016)

127 Azerbaijani and Iranian presidents made
August 2016)

128 Ibid

for the press, http:/en.president.az/articles/20764 (07
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Legal status of the Caspian Sea and Azerbaijan-Iran cooperation

One more important thing that coincides with the intensification of
cooperation between Azerbaijan and Iran in the Caspian Sea and creates
hopes for more partnership, is the closeness of the littoral states to finally
resolve the disagreement over the legal status of this closed body of water
Indeed, the positions of the five Caspian littoral states—Azerbaijan, Iran,
Russia, Turkmenistan, and Kazakhstan—seem closer than ever before, and
hopes are high that the Convention on the Legal Status can be signed in
a foreseeable future. In fact, last July, in Astana, during the 6® meeting
of the ministers of the foreign affairs of the Caspian littoral states, the
five countries” foreign ministers expressed their will to finalize the draft
Convention by the next Caspian Presidential Summit, which will be held in
Astana sometime in 2017. In January 2017, at the Baku meeting of the ad
hoc working group on the legal status of the Caspian Sea, it was highlighted
that Caspian Sea’s legal status can be determined at the next Caspian States
summit. Khalaf Khalafov, Azerbaijani deputy foreign minister, noting the
considerable progress toward the agreement on the legal status, said that
“A lot of work on the draft convention on the Caspian Sea’s legal status
has been conducted™.'” At the meeting, Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
for Asia and Pacific Affairs Ebrahim Rahimpour described the ongoing
discussions on the legal status of the Caspian Sea as “complicated technical
talks” expressing hope that an agreement on the issue would be reached
over the current year. A top Iranian diplomat told that there were still some
remaining issues regarding the sea’s legal status, adding that the sides work
towards reaching an agreement through a step-by-step process."

Cooperation in the field of energy

Exploration of oil and gas fields and export of Iranian and Azerbaijani
energy resources with swap agreements is another promising field for
cooperation in the Caspian Sea. Azerbaijan is oldest oil producer in the
region and particularly from the Caspian seabed, it has well-established

129 Amina Nazarli, Next Caspian States summit can determine sea’s legal status, https:/www.azemews az

nation/108005.html(25 January 2017) 9 54 154
130 Farhad Daneshvar, Iran: Caspian’s legal status - complex technical talks, https://en.trend.az/iran/politics 27133

html(26 January 2017 )
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energy extraction infrastructure in the Sea. This infrastructure was
developed in cooperation with foreign companies, including those of Iran.
Thus, the two countries have already had a successful example of energy
cooperation on the Caspian Sea. Iranian oil company NIOC has the 10%
share in multi-billion development project of the biggest gas deposit of
Azerbaijan Shah-Deniz, which is set to become the alternative gas supply
source for Europe within the upcoming few years.

Iran, one of the leading energy producers in the World, also has
considerable untapped hydrocarbon resources in the Caspian Sea. Iran
announced the discovery of fields in the early 2010s, but sanctions on the
import of funding and technology halted the attempts to develop those
fields. After sanctions, Iran plans to re-launch development of the fields,
and there are ongoing discussions between Azerbaijan and Iran on this
issue. Azerbaijan’s Minister of Economy Shahin Mustafayev met with
Iranian Minister of Petroleum Bijan Zangeneh 06 August 2015 in Tehran
to confer with the Iranian minister expansion of energy ties between the
two neighboring states. The two officials discussed boosting of industrial
cooperation for construction of oil equipment, a swap of oil and export
of natural gas, said Amir-Hossein Zamani-Nia, deputy minister for
international affairs and trading, on the sidelines of the meeting."*' Minister
Zanganeh said oil can be transported from Iran’s Neka port on the Caspian
Sea via pipeline (with a pumping capacity of 500,000 barrels a day) to
the Tehran Oil Refinery. “Instead, Azerbaijan will get oil on the southern
borders of Iran,” he said, noting that after lifting the sanctions on Iran it will
be possible to sign an agreement and start working on these directions.'*

On 23 February 23, 2016, Azerbaijan’s state energy company SOCAR
signed two memorandums of understanding with National Iranian Oil
Company and Ghadir Investment Company as part of President Ilham
Aliyev’s Tehran visit.'? The issue was again one of the central topics of
the discussion during Iran’s Communications and Information Technology

131 Tehran, Baku Discuss Expansion of Energy Ties, http:/www.shana.ir/en/newsagency/245063/Tehran-Baku-
Discuss-Expansion-of-Energy-Ties(04 August 2015)

132 Gulgiz Dadashova, Tehran ready to supply Azerbaijani oil to Persian Gulf, https://www.azernews.az/oil_and_
gas/86334 html(04 August 2015)

133 Aynur Karimova, Iran ready for energy cooperation with Azerbaijan in Caspian Sea, https://www.azernews.az/
business/95588 . html (22 April 2016)
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Minister, Mahmoud Vaezi’s visit to Baku in April 2016. In a meeting with
Azerbaijan’s Economy Minister Shahin Mustafayev, he called on the two
countries to expand cooperation in this field, regardless of low oil prices.'**

Tackling illegal activities environmental risks in the Caspian Sea

There are not so many bilateral cooperation agreements on the
Caspian Sea between Iran and Azerbaijan. However, many multinational
documents signed among the littoral states of the Caspian platforms
rooms for cooperation. Such documents include agreements on working
Jointly against illegal migration and smuggling of people, terrorism, illegal
movement of arms, explosives, and narcotics, piracy, and maintaining
the safety of shipping and the ecosystem of the sea. A legal document
concerning cooperation of the littoral states in protecting the Caspian
from oil discharges and land pollution, known as the Regional Readiness
Protocol, was signed in 2012,

Thus, environmental security is one of the key sectors that both
countries have always cooperated despite disagreements in other fields.
Therefore, it is no surprise that the very first legally binding regime among
Caspian Littoral states was signed in Tehran in 2003 on the protection of
the environment of the sea—the Framework Convention for the Caspian
Sea marine environment protection. By ratifying the Convention the
five Parties—Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia, and Turkmenistan,
confirmed their readiness to go the path of sustainable development and to
take environmental concerns into account in their development planning.
Having entered into force in 2006, the Convention serves as an overarching
governance framework which lays down the general requirements and
the institutional mechanism for environmental protection and sustainable
development in the Caspian Sea region.'*

The establishment of the Secretariat of the Convention is stipulated in
Part VI of the document. The first meeting of the Conference of the Parties
to the Convention in 2007 requested UNEP to carry out the functions

134 ibid

1315 Oil and Gas Journal, Iran Yields To Russia In Talks Over Caspian Resources, hmpd/w"-m“""l o
volume-1 l3/|ssue-2/general-mlcrcs'/imn-yields-lo-mssil-in-lalk.fy-ovcr-c:.lspian-l'e\soulw&lmnl (02F )
136 The Caspian Sea Region, hnp://www.tchranconvcntion.org/
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of the Convention Secretariat ad interim until a Convention permanent
Secretariat has been put in place. At the fifth Conference of the littoral
states in Ashgabat 2014, the Contracting Parties decided on the location
and arrangements of the Convention Secretariat in the Caspian Sea region.
It was agreed that the office will be first located in Baku, Azerbaijan, and
rotate among the Caspian littoral countries in a four-year cycle."” During
President Rouhani’s visit to Baku in August 2016, he mentioned that
pollution of the waters of this closed body of water is a very dangerous
issue, and highlighted that Iran fully supports location of the Secretariat of
the Convention in Azerbaijan.'**

Thus, almost in every meeting between the representatives of Azerbaijan
and Iran environmental issues are the part of the agenda, and the parties
have repeatedly declared their readiness to deepen cooperation in this field.
During their most recent meeting, on 5 March 2017, leaders of the two
nations again touched upon the protection of the environment in the Caspian
Sea. President Rouhani once more reiterated that both for Azerbaijan and
Iran, the environment of the Sea is an issue of utmost importance. **

What can be done to further advance the cooperation?

While the very solid foundation for deepened cooperation in the Caspian
Sea has been laid, what can be done in order to further advance it? What
fields are the most promising ones in this regard? It is important to note
that both countries’ leadership has demonstrated political will to advance
cooperation and it is right time to push the bilateral partnership forward.

Firstofall, in order to improve cooperation in the sea, the legal status issue
should be completely solved with comprehensive and binding agreement.
This issue has been the key source of contentions in the Caspian Sea ever
since the dissolution of the Soviet Union. Without such an agreement, there
will always remain a risk of escalation of tensions in the Caspian Sea that
could hamper the cooperation efforts. Recent intensification of bilateral
consultations, and multilateral discussions among the littoral states on the
legal status, gives us hopes that the issue will be solved in near future.
mwww.tehranconvcntion.org/spip.php?micleﬁ

138 Statement by Azerbaijani and Iranian presidents for the public, http://president.az/articles/20764 (07 August 2016)
139 Statement by Azerbaijani and Iranian presidents for the public, http://president.az/articles/23006 (05 March 2017)
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In the absence of an agreement on legal status of the Caspian Sea,
coupled with the presence of disagreements over maritime borders, every
country had to develop its own hard power capabilities which led to heavy
armament in Caspian since the beginning of 2010s. With improvement of
cooperation, and resolution of the dispute of the legal status, the littoral
countries, including Iran and Azerbaijan should partner to contain the
armament in the Caspian Sea which will surely make it a safer place
for everyone. Safety, stability and predictability mean more room for
cooperation.

Environmental security and ecology is another field that Azerbaijan
and Iran can improve mutual cooperation. Though such cooperation
will have much better impact if all the littoral states participate in, but
bilateral consultations and partnership is also very important in order to
develop common framework for all littoral states and protect the marine
environment of the Sea.

Waters of the Caspian Sea can also be used for developing trade and
transportation links between Azerbaijan and Iran. There is increasing
amount of trade between the two countries as bilateral relations improve, and
the officials of the two countries have already discussed the transportation
of the oil via the sea for swap deals. Azerbaijan has completed the first
phase of construction of the new state of the seaport at Alyat that is set to
become biggest port of the sea after finishing the third phase. Iran also has
developed port capacities in the Caspian Sea. Thus, with already existing
infrastructure in place, and taking into account that sea transportation is the
cheapest among the other options, Caspian Sea could become an important
way for transportation of goods and passengers between the two countries.
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Azerbaijan-Iran Relations in the
spheres of culture and tourism

Masiagha Mahammadi'* and Orkhan Bagirov'"!

Dynamics and potentials of cultural relations

Cultural ties between the Republic of Azerbaijan and Islamic Republic
of Iran are particularly significant. This significance is obviously
preconditioned by deep historical grounds and humanitarian linkages.
Centuries of political, public, religious, scientific and literary ties between
two countries have led to formation of common cultural heritage owned
by both countries. This common heritage serves as a reliable foundation
for cooperation not only in cultural sphere but also in different sectors in
Azerbaijan and Iran.

It is not occasional that leaders of both countries, when talking about
the inevitability of expansion of inter-state relations, they largely referred
to cultural linkages that was mentioned above. For instance, during his
official visit to Azerbaijan in November of 2015, Hassan Rouhani, President
of the Islamic Republic of Iran made the following statement during his
speech: “Peoples of Iran and Azerbaijan are one spirit in two bodies, who
have common culture, beliefs, religion, faith and history. Hence, there is
a foundation necessary to develop relations between two nations, and we
should leverage this strong foundation for the benefit of two nations™.'*

In his official visit to Tehran in March of this year, Ilham Aliyev,
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan highlighted achievements made
between two countries: “Friendship and fraternity between Iran and
Azerbaijan grow successfully and quickly. Our ties are based on ancient

history, culture and common religion. Based on this strong foundation, we
managed to build great cooperation”.'*

140 Senior research fellow, Center for Strategic Studies under the Republic of President of Azerbaijan, mesih63@
gmail.com

141 Research fellow, Center for Strategic Studies under the Republic of President of Azerbaijan, orkhan.baghirov@
Sam.gov.az

142 a5 iy S i aiunls oy 3 5 o) ol Sila 0 dail 5 (Relations between the peoples of Iran and Azerbaijan deserve
more dynamics)- hitp: i i

143 Press statements of Azerbaijani and Iranian presidents. 05 mart 2017. - http://www.president.az/articles/23031
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Itis worth to note that “strong foundation” (common cultural heritage)
cited by both presidents had its impact on relations even during Soviet
period when Azerbaijan has been deprived of pursuing independent
foreign policy, and scientific and cultural representatives of Azerbaijan
played pivotal role in Soviet-Iran relations. 40s and 60s of the past
century was particularly remarkable from this perspective. Azerbaijani
intellectuals, representatives of scientific, literature and arts sectors
actively participated in the work of “Iran Society for Cultural relations
with USSR™ established in 1943. In May of 1945, delegation headed
by Said Nafisi and Malikushuara Bahar, well-known representatives
of Iranian culture visited Baku to become familiar with scientific and
cultural achievements of Azerbaijan.'*

Azerbaijani — Iranian cultural and scientific-literary ties saw new
advancement in late 1960s and first half of 1970s. During that period,
guest performance tours of Rashid Behbudov, well-known Azerbaijani
singer were particularly successful; Iranian audience cordially welcomed
Azerbaijani music, and Rashid Behbudov included several Iranian songs
into his repertoire. Furthermore, Rustam Aliyev, well-known Azerbaijani
Orientalist scholar made several scientific trips to Iran, and published in
Tehran the scholarly critical texts of eternal examples of Iranian literature -
“Shahnameh” (“Book of King”) of Ferdowsi and “Bustan” of Saadi; these
publications were highly appreciated by scientific-literary community
of Iran. Meeting and friendship of Rustam Aliyev with famous poet
Mahammad Huseyn Shahriyar helped to establish literary ties between
Shahriyar and Azerbaijani poets (Mammad Rahim, Suleyman Rustam,
Bakhtiyar Vahabzadeh, etc.), as well as wider popularization of Shahriyar
in Azerbaijan. It is also worth to note the opening of Iranian Consulate
General in Baku in 1968 as the proof of important status of Azerbaijan in
Soviet-Iranian relationships.

Thus, even during the years when “iron curtain” existed, Azerbaijan’s
cultural and scientific ties with Iran have not been broken, and these
ties developed despite known obstacles. Following the declaration
of independence, Azerbaijan started to expand and deepen these ties

144 J. M. Vekilov. The Republic of Azerbaijan and Iran: the 1940s (cultural relations). Baku, 1991, pp- 62-63
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comprehensively. This, first of all, was a process close to the heart and
soul of people living on both sides of the river of Araz. It is not occasional
that Heydar Aliyev, national leader of Azerbaijani people referred to that
process saying: “Many Azerbaijanis live in Iran. They are citizens of Iran,
however, Azerbaijanis are citizens of independent Azerbaijan. The more
our ties are developed, the more they are like to benefit our countries.
These ties are established by people without us. Neither government, nor a
state is involved in this process. People establish these ties themselves as
there are centuries of ties between two nations”.'*

Given that the communities of both countries had strong wish to expand
humanitarian and cultural ties, Armenian aggression and social-economic
troubles faced by Azerbaijan during early years of independence could not
cause any hurdle for this process. In order to see that these ties cover the
most different spheres, it is enough to refer to several facts dated back to
1991-1993:

In March of 1991, group of politicians and businessmen, representatives
of Television and Radio Broadcasting Company of Iran, as well as
representatives of scientific and religious organizations visited Baku. They
also attended Nowruz ceremonies.

In March and December of 1991, Azerbaijan book fair was held in
Tehran and Iranian Book Fair in Baku. Some 3 thousands of books were
demonstrated in the exhibitions. In May of the same year, book publishers
of Azerbaijan attended the third and fourth book fairs in Tehran. As the
result, an agreement on exchange of book fairs, publication and trade of
books was signed. It has been envisaged to open book stores in Baku,
Nakhichevan, Tehran and Tabriz cities.

In international festival of puppetry held in September of 1993,
Azerbaijan was represented by the puppet theatre named after Abdulla
Shaiq.'*

This period is characterized by fast growth of scientific relations. In
1991, Azerbaijani scholars attended congresses to mark anniversaries
of Nizami Ganjavi and Khaju Kermani in Iran. In April of 1993, an
145 Mohsun Pakayin, Haydar Aliyev and his vision for friendship with Iran. Baku, 2014, p.86

146 Musa Gasimov, Mahir Abdullayev. The history of international relations (XX century, Il volume) Baku, 1999,
pp. 103-104
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international symposium dedicated to Shahriyar was held in Baku with the
participation of Iranian scholars.

Following June 1993, when Heydar Aliyev came to power in Azerbaijan
for the second time, cultural ties, as well as relationships in other spheres was
strengthened with the establishment of legal framework. Documents signed
during the official visit of Akbar Hashimi Rafsanjani, then president of Iran
had a particular importance. Among 14 documents signed during the visit,
below are the following agreements related to cultural and scientific spheres:

Agreement on scientific cooperation between the Ministry of Culture
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Academy of Sciences of the Republic
of Azerbaijan; Agreement on cooperation in science, culture, economy
between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Azerbaijan (on
Nakhichevan Autonomous Republic); Joint Protocol of Understanding
on cultural, scientific and education spheres between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and Islamic Republic of Iran; Memorandum on Cooperation
in the fields of science, education and researches between the Ministry
of Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of High
Education and Culture of the Islamic Republic of Iran.'’ :

Existence of such normative-legal framework made cultural relations,
as well as cooperation in spheres such as science and education more
systematic.

In 1993, Iranian Cultural Center was opened in Baku. Little later, with
the support of this Center, publication of Magazine “Nizami Ganjavi” and
newspaper “Shahriyar” were launched in Baku in order to contribute to the
development of cultural and scientific-literary ties between two countries.
In addition, the Cultural Center organizes various events together with the
scientific and cultural organizations, education facilities of Azerbaijan and
supports institutions involved in research and education of Persian language
and literature, while also supporting participation of the professionals from
science, literature and arts sectors of Azerbaijan in appropriate events
organized in Iran.

At the same time, the book store of “Al-Huda” international publishing
house of Iran was opened in a building located in the center of Baku. This

147 Tbid, p. 106
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publishing house was also involved in the translation, publication and sale
of religious literature with high demand among Azerbaijani readers.

In 1990s, religious factors dominated in cultural ties with Iran, a country
which viewed it as an element of soft power towards Azerbaijani public
who were freed from atheist Soviet regime recently. It is not occasional
that Culture and Islamic Relations Organization (Sazman-e Farhang
va Ertebatat-e Eslami) played significant role in cultural relations with
Azerbaijan during that period. In 1995, this organization sent 30 clerics to
Azerbaijan to promote religious beliefs.'** Iranian side builds entities dealing
with religious education in Azerbaijan, while also offering opportunities
for Azerbaijani youth to study religious schools and universities of Iran.

Azerbaijani government demonstrated empathic and tolerant approach
to Muslim population of the country who were discovering religious
knowledge and Islamic values upon the collapse of communist regime
and to the role of Iranian clerics in this process. This position was clearly
reflected in the statement of Heydar Aliyev in the meeting with delegation
headed by Yahya Mahammadzade, governor of Eastern Azerbaijani Ostan
of the Islamic Republic of Iran: “When I was in Nakhichevan, I invited
clerics from Iran to visit Nakhichevan. At that time, we did not have enough
religious professionals. Azerbaijan is a secular country and the religious is
separated from state here. However, we did a lot in recent years to support

" 149

the religion to reach the necessary status in the country™.

These position clearly reflected the concerns of Azerbaijani state to
raise awareness and religious beliefs of population while also openly
exhibiting “red line” (secularism principle) established by Constitution.
In fact this subtle and sensitive point has not been considered by certain
groups in certain periods and did not just affect the cultural relations, but
also had negative impact on entire bilateral ties. Along with the speeches on
cultural expansion of the West in Azerbaijan, the aforementioned groups
also voiced their views on imposition of so-called restrictions on religious
people in the country. In February of 2016, on the eve of an official visit
to the Islamic Republic of Iran, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev, in his

148 96 .om VTAY gy i yh b jadh plis Jhue oSl 335 Auliload — oy S0l Sl 335 5 Ol (ko) (5530 ¥ 55 448 (Tlaha
Kulayi. Islamic Republic of Iran and the Geopolitics of the South Caucasus. Journal of Geopolitics. 2010, IssueXe 1, p. 96)

149 htp:/lib.aliyev-heritage.org/az/6209921.html
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interview to Radio- Television Broadcasting Company of Iran, called this
kind of news «gossips»: “Historically, Azerbaijan has never been home to
any religious and national discrimination, and representatives of different
ethnicities, confessions, religious movements coexisted under peaceful
conditions with mutual understanding. The Constitution and legislation
provide full guarantee for freedom of worship and religious belief, and
no obstacles are created for free activity of religious people in their daily
life. In Soviet period, the 17 mosques operated in Azerbaijan. During
the independency years, number of mosques saw significant increase. At
present, there are more than 2 thousands of mosques in Baku and other
residential areas. The biggest mosque of the country — Heydar Mosque
was built at the expense of public budget to serve the religious people™.'*

Following this statement, President of Azerbaijan announced 2017
the Year of Islamic Solidarity. Islamic Solidarity Games held in this
year became the manifestation of the clear position of Azerbaijani state
regarding this subject. It is noteworthy that Iranian athletes have also
actively participated in the Islamic Solidarity Games, and various cultural
programs have been organized by Iranian Cultural Center alongside with
the Games.'”!

Agreement on “Principles of friendship and cooperation relations
between the Republic of Azerbaijan and Islamic Republic of Iran” signed
during the visit of Heydar Aliyev to Iran in May of 2002 had significant
implications for the history of Azerbaijan-Iranian cultural relations. The
following documents were signed during this visit: “Memorandum on
cooperation in the field of education and research between the Ministry of
Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan and Ministry of Science, Researches
and Technologies of the Islamic Republic of Iran”, “Memorandum on cultural
cooperation between the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance of the Islamic Republic of
[ran”. “The legal framework of cultural cooperation between Azerbaijan
and Iran created plenty of opportunities to find and introduce new forms

and methods of cultural rapprochement between two countries™.'*?

This visit caused the new stage in cultural relations between two
countries covering different spectrums. Researches related to overall
cultural ties and different spheres of thereof are the indicators of this new
stage.'s

Isfahan cultural days in Azerbaijan in 2007 was an important event to
show the nature of the new state in cultural relations. Within the culture
days, fine art exhibition, music programs and cinema week related to
Isfahan were organized in Baku.

During this stage, cinema, music, theatre and literature took significant
place in cultural relations. Besides, significant steps were also taken
towards expansion of cooperation in the field of science and education.

There is a great interest in globally well-known Iranian movies. Iranian
film weeks held regularly in Baku caused empathy among Azerbaijani
audience. Many movies produced by Iran have been dubbed and
demonstrated in Azerbaijani cinemas and television channels.

Azerbaijani arts professionals attended traditional Fajr festival
organized in Iran. For instance, Tofig Bakikhanov, Azerbaijani composer
attended this festival several times. Fragment of “Voices coming from
the Orient”, which the composer wrote on the basis of Iranian folk music
were sounded in the XX Fajr International Film Festival in 2005. Sonata
Ne 6 composed by Tofig Bakikhanov on a subject related to Iran was
included into the curricula of both Azerbaijani and Iran music schools.'**

Besides, a play “Toplan” wrote by Azerbaijani writer Saida
Hagverdiyeva for children was staged in the puppet theatre “Mika” in
Tabriz. In recent years, significant works have been done to promote
works of Azerbaijani writers in Iran and classic and modern literature
of Iran in Azerbaijan. For example, poets of famous representative of
modern Iranian poetry Sohrab Sepehri were translated by authors of
this piece and published by the support of the Ministry of Culture and

152 Maral Manafova. The cultural relations of Azerbaijan with Eastern Asia countries. Baku, 2008, p. 10
153 Gulnare Mammadzadeh. Development of Iran-Azerbaijan cultural relations. Baku, 2004; Tofig Bakikhanov.
Relations of Azerbaijani and Iranian musicians. Baku, 2006

154 Kamala Alasgerova. Tofiq Bakikhanov's Iranian sonata #6. - http:/konservatoriya.az/7p=1581
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Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan.'s

Iranian universities and scientific centers expanded cooperation relations
with Azerbaijani scientific and education facilities such as differen
institutes of the National Academy of Sciences, Baku State University,
Khazar University, etc. During the visit of the rector of Tehran University,:
Memorandum of Understanding on inter-university cooperation, exchang
of professors and students, joint conferences and seminars was signed
between BSU and Tehran University.'*

In general, cultural relations between Azerbaijan and Iran experienced
significant development in recent years. Visit of Abuzar Ibrahimi Turkman,
chairman of Iranian Organization for Culture and Islamic Relations to
Baku in 2014 and 2016 and his meetings with Azerbaijani officials made
a significant contribution to this development. Iranian Organization for
Culture and Islamic Relations and State Committee for Work with Religious
Institutions of the Republic of Azerbaijan reached agreement on signing a
protocol on religious cooperation. According to the Iranian official, this
protocol will serve “further development of religious cooperation based on
principles of mutual respect”,'”

At present, a successful format of expanding cultural ties between two
countries is the organization of Azerbaijani culture days in Iran and Iranian
culture days in Azerbaijan. The last similar event was taken place in July
2017 when Azerbaijani culture days were held in Iran. During his visit to
[ran, Abulfaz Garayev, Minister of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of
Azerbaijan stated that: “Culture days help people to know each other while
also allowing for building contacts between them ... Today we need to
increase cultural ties between Iran and Azerbaijan to the level that will be
helpful for future generations”.'** Speaking about the Iranian culture days
in Azerbaijan in 2018, the minister said that similar event could be held not
only in Baku but also in Ganja, Gabala and other cities.

The current level of cultural ties between two countries is appreciated

155 Sohrab Sepehri. The footsteps of water (poetries and novel). Translated by and author of foreword Masiagha
Mahammadi. Baku, 2010
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but it does not mean that all potential opportunities are fully utilized. In

order to further expand cultural ties, the following suggestions could be

reviewed:

- Considering that there is an Iranian Culture Center in Baku, open
Azerbaijan Culture Center in Tehran;

- Use modern techniques and methods of cultural diplomacy in relations;

- deepen relations in the field of press and prevent from spread in media
of materials not serving the development of relations;

- Make scientific relations more systematic and targeted;

- Expand cooperation in international cultural organizations, organize
joint activity to protect common cultural heritage;

- Attach greater attention to cooperation in the field of movies, music and
literature;

- Promote direct relations and cooperation among non-governmental
organizations and cultural institutions.

Cooperation in tourism

After the 1990, when Azerbaijan got its independence, new economic
and political situation created huge opportunities for development of
tourism. In the previous period, under the Soviet rule, Azerbaijan was
not able to develop tourism relations with Iran independently. Cautious
and isolationist foreign policy of the Soviet Union was a big barrier for
development of tourism. Even though Azerbaijan got its independence in
early 90s, economic and political turmoil that Azerbaijan was experiencing
did not give a chance to develop tourism relations. Under the economic
crisis, Azerbaijan was not able to develop its tourism infrastructure
in order to attract foreign tourists. Another barrier on development of
tourism was unfair war of Armenia against Azerbaijan which resulted
in the occupation of the latter’s territories. Since these territories still
remain under the occupation of Armenia, but not Azerbaijan’s sovereign
control, Baku cannot diffuse its tourism space over these lands. In
addition, Azerbaijan’s historical sights and Islamic architectural heritage,
which could have become major tourist attractions, were destroyed by
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Armenian separatists therein. Along with the worsening economic crisi
in Azerbaijan, the Karabakh war also created security concerns which
also played important role in decreasing attractiveness of tourism sectar.
However, after 1993, Haydar Aliyev, when he came to power, ended the
war with Armenia and began to develop economy and foreign relations.
It was the beginning of a new era in the history of Azerbaijan whern
Azerbaijan became one of the countries that had fast growing economy
in the world.

Stabilized economic and political situation in Azerbaijan after 1994
created opportunity for development of different sectors of economy.
Tourism was also one of those sectors. Close historical and cultural ties
of Azerbaijan and Iran made tourism relations more attractive. Especially
cultural closeness of Azerbaijan population with the population living
in the northern territories of Iran, which historically used to be part of
Azerbaijan, played crucial role in development tourism relations. Desire
of people of both countries to visit historical places where their ancestors
used to live, which was prevented during the Soviet period, became
possible. That is why the number of travelers in both direction increased
substantially after the political and economic stability achieved.

If we analyze the turnover and flow of tourists in last 6 years, it is
noticeable that big changes in the the level of dispatched tourists from
Azerbaijan to Iran occurred after 2013. However, the level of received
tourists from Iran was not stable in these six years. Even though the
number of received tourists from Iran in 2011 and 2012 years was high
in subsequent years substantial reduction was experienced. Therefore,
in 2011 the number of received tourists from Iran reached highest level
of 293 thousand persons (Table 1). However, after 2012, the number of
received tourists from Iran began to decrease. After 2015, number of
Iranian tourists increased again reaching 232.7 thousand persons next
year. Not coincidentally, the reduction in received tourists from Iran took
place between years when Western countries employed sanctions against
Iran. During the sanctions period economic shrinkage also affected
tourism. This general trend of reduction also affected tourism relations
with Azerbaijan, decreasing the received tourists from Iran.
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Table 1. Number of arrived and departed tourists'*® (thousand persons)

Received tourists from Iran Dispatched tourists to Iran
Number Share in total % Number Share in total %
2011 293 18.76 373.3 16.2
2012 235.5 11.86 3131 N
| 2013 127.2 6 379.3 11.47
2014 126.7 5.87 6471 1.9
2015 149.6* 7.9 - -
2016 232.7 1.4 728.6 20.3

*Number of total Iraninan citizens who visited Azerbaijan

Along with this trend it should be noted that since Azerbaijan did not
join sanctions against Iran, the number of dispatched tourists to Iran did
not decrease substantially.On the contrary, in 2014, compared to previous
years it increased about two times.

The number of tourists arriving from Iran to Azerbaijan began to grow
faster after 2014. This was due to the fact that Azerbaijan was experiencing
economic downturn as a result of the fall in oil prices and the government
provided great support for the development of tourism as it did to many other
non-oil sectors. At the same time during the downturn the prices in Azerbaijan
decreased, which has increased attractiveness of tourism sector like other
sectors. At the same time, the elimination of sanctions against Iran from the
beginning of 2016 and the reduction of pressure on the Iranian economy has
had a positive impact on the number of tourists coming to Azerbaijan.

The factor influencing the stability of the number of dispatched tourists
and the increase in recent years is the high level of medical tourism between
Iran and Azerbaijan. After the 2014, economy of Azerbaijan began to face
economic hardship and level of inflation increased making price of services
higher. This trend also affected the price of medical services as well which
also stimulated medical tourism in direction of Iran. This stimulation offset
the negative impact of experienced economic hardness both in Iran and
Azerbaijan, keeping the high level of dispatched tourists to Iran. Instability

159 State Statistical Committee of Azerbaijan Republic. Tourism in Azerbaijan Statistical yearbook (publication),
2017. Pages 24-28
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in the number of received tourists affected the spending of the Iranian
c,t?zens, as the tourists make up the substantial part of the Iranian
citizens who visited Azerbaijan. Even though between 2013-2015 years
the number of Iranian tourists in Azerbaijan decreased, the spending of
Iranian citizens increased about 44.5% in 2014 (table 2), which implies
that in that specific year the impact of tourists on the spending of Iranian
citizgns was not significant. In other years the volatility in number of
.lraman tourists correlates with the spending of Iranian citizens. Especially
in 2016, after the sanctions against Iran lifted, the spending of Iranian
citizens in Azerbaijan increased substantially. Growth was about 65.3%

or 3.76 million manats. It is also related to tourism policy of Azerbaijan.

Reforms made for increasing attractiveness of Azerbaijan’s tourism sector

and measures taken for easing visa processes also supported this growth.

Table 2. Spending of Iran citizens in Azerbaijan (thousand manats)'*

Amount paid to hotels and Amount paid by fareigness.and

similar establishments for sgat.eless paEsane = hotels and Total

roois similar establishments for other

services

2011 | 1983.8 174.1 2157,9
2012 | 1667.8 163.6 1831,4
2013 | 1909.9 158.7 2068,6
2014 | 2667.8 321.2 2989
2015 | 1997.6 175.4 2173
2016 | 5753.1 822.5 6575,6

Perspectives of development

Even though tourism relations between Iran and Azerbaijan are
developing in recent years, there are still a lot of untapped opportunities
that could be used to increase effectiveness of this development. Along
with the measures which were taken for development of tourism relations,
there are some perspectives in this direction that can be highlighted.

; 8?7 ime Statistical Committee of Azerbaijan Republic. Tourism in Azerbaijan Statistical yearbook (publication).
. Pages 53-54
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One of the perspectives in development of tourism relations is the
formation of joint venture tourism companies which can serve to organize
tourist tours in both directions. Companies of this kind can increase
effectiveness of trips because of more information about tourist locations and
about the interests of tourists. Joint venture tourism companies will increase
effectiveness of finding advantageous tours and getting information about the
country of visit. These companies also can specialize in different directions
of tourism such as medical tourism and religious tourism. In a broader sense,
these firms will increase added value in tourism sector of both countries.

Taking into account that tourism turnover between Iran and Azerbaijan
increases, it is important to open up direct airplane flights from different
cities of Iran in several directions to Azerbaijan. Currently, tourists traveling
to Azerbaijan or Iran from regions have to come to big cities in order to
take an airplane flight, which increases travel cost and time. In that sense,
it is important to open up new airplane flights that will lower travel costs
and hence boost tourism turnover.

One of the noticeable recent trends in the tourism relations of Iran and
Azerbaijan is the increasing share of medical tourism. Especially, flow of
medical tourism directed to Iran. It is partly related to increasing price of
medical service in Azerbaijan. Taking into account this trend, it is important
to implement easing measures for medical tourists. One of the measures
can be cooperation of medical enterprises of both countries in order to
casily transfer patients. Another measure can be application of discounts
for medical tourists considering the importance of their visit. This can
boost medical tourism turnover and development of medical sector.

Development of tourism relations between Azerbaijan and Iran
necessitates development of human capital in tourism sector. Specialized
stuff in this sector can help to increase effectiveness of tourism relations
and become professional guide for tourists. In order to develop human
capital in tourism, universities of Iran and Azerbaijan can carry out student
exchange programs. These programs will help students to become more
familiar with the tourism opportunities, by increasing their knowledge to
become professional workers in tourism.
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